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RY Eo of voyages and travels 
have at all times, and in all apes, 
ſince the invention of letters, been fa-- 
XZ vourably received by the public: but, 
perhaps, in no age ſo well as in the pre- 
ſent; writings of this kind being bought 
up with avidity and read with eagerneſs, 
more eſpecially in this ifland, not only by 


the learned and polite, but alſo by the 
rude and illiterate. The reaſon is evi- 


dent. The age in which we live, has 
not unfrequently been accuſed of frivo- 
lity and indolence. With what juſtice, 
it is not our buſineſs at preſent to deter- 
mine. Its turn for experiment, however, 
and diſpoſition to enquire into facts is uni- 


verſally acknowledged : and indeed, may, 
A2 perhaps, 
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perhaps, be partly deduced from the prin- 


ciple above- mentioned. Now every au- 


thentic and well-written book of voyages 
and travels is, in fact, a treatiſe of expe- 
rimental philoſophy. From theſe ſources 
natural hiſtory derives its moſt copious 


fircams: and the obſervations which, in 


compoſitions of this kind, every where 
occur on winds and ſeaſons, ſoils and cli- 
mates, in ſhort, on the whole of what 
may be called fill nature, are undoubted- 
ly of the greateſt advantage to phyſical 


ſcience. With reſpect to moral philoſo- 


phy and metaphyſics, it may be ſufficient 
to mention the works of Pa uw, Rav- 
NAL, KAIMEs, and Rog ERTSON, to evince 


the utility of journals and deſcriptions of 


voyages in theſe and ſimilar reſearches. 
It is allo worthy of obſervation, that it is 
the modern philoſophers chiefly, and the 
living inſtructors of our own times, who 
have moſtly had recourſe to theſe trea- 
turcs, 4s containing the beſt materials for 
the = of building their ſyſtems, or 
at leaſt, as being beſt adapted to the 
ſupport and confirmation of their doc- 
trincs. 


Few, indeed, are the travellers, whoſe 
writiags may be relied on as the pure ſources 
of truth, unadulterated with error, or un- 
diſguiſed by wilful miſtepreſentation. But 

is 
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is the number of writers anſwering to 


this deſcription greater among thoſe who 


have collected and reported facts, avowed- 
ly for the purpoſe of rendering them ſub- 
ſervient to philoſophy ? Have not, on the 
contrary, the major part of theſe collectors 
greatly diſtorted and miſrepreſented the 
facts they have laid before the public, in 
conſequence of a previous attachment to 
favourite ſyſtems? Doubtleſs they have; 
and it is therefore in the original writers 
of itineraries and journals, that the phi- 
loſopher looks for genuine truth and real 
obſervation; as the authors of them for 
the moſt part have had neither philoſophi- 
cal abilities, nor any other motive ſuffi- 
cient to induce them to report theſe facts, 
otherwiſe than they have preſented them- 
ſelves to their notice. | 


The author of this journal, though a 
man of much rea/ knowledge and genuine 
learning, diſcovers in every page of his 
book too little attachment to ſyſtem and 
hypotheſis, to allow us to ſuppoſe him 
likely to be guilty of a ſimilar error. Fir- 
ed with the love of ſcience and of truth, 
he ſet out for the deſert wilds of Africa, 
without money, and without friends or 
ſupport of any kind; and was even oblig- 
ed to labour for ſome time, before he 

could 
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could acquire wealth enough to enable 


him to put his favourite ſcheme in exe- 
cution. In this reſpect, indeed, he may 
deſerve to be compared to our illuſtrious 
countryman, the preſent preſident of the 
Royal Society, whoſe zeal for the promo- 
tion of uſeful knowledge induced him at 
nearly the ſame age, though at a ſome- 
what earlier period, to go on a much more 


dangerous and extenſive expedition, than 


that which is the principal ſubject of the 
following ſheets, and to ſacrifice fortune, 
eaſe and health, in the cauſe of ſcience. 


Indeed, excluſively of the conſiderati- 
ons above-mentioned, the work itſelf in 
every page bears evident marks of that 
paſſionate regard for truth, which firſt 


inſpired the undertaking. In the deſcrip- 


tions of animals he is accurate to a de- 
gree; inſomuch that it is to be feared, 
that ſome of his readers, who are not ſuf- 


ficiently apprized of their general utility, 


may think him tedious: but in deſcribing 
ſcenes and ſituations, whether partaking 
of the ſublime, the beautiful, or the ridi- 
culous, he 1s no longer an author, he is a 
painter: and, quitting his pen for the 
pencil, ſets every object before us in co- 
lours equally vivid with thoſe of nature 
herſelf, Phyſician, naturaliſt, and philo- 

Fo” ſopher, 
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ſopher, neither human manners, nor civil 
inſtitutions, rural ceconomy, nor police, 
nothing, in fine, eſcapes the keenneſs of 
his obſervation. Never relying on the 
relations of others, except when. it 1s im- 
poſſible for him to do otherwiſe, he fees 
every thing with his own eyes, and truſts 
only to the report of his own ſenſes: and 
at the ſame time knows perfectly well 
(which is never the caſe with the igno- 
rant traveller) both how to ſee and what 
to look for. Hence we have ſo many 
accurate deſcriptions and drawings of ani- 
mals never before ſeen, or elſe ſtrangely 
miſrepreſented by his predeceſſors. 


In fact, the account given by him of 
the whole face of the country, may be 
conſidered, in a great meaſure, as new: 
though (beſides ſuch navigators as have 
occaſionally touched at the Cape, from 
whom, indeed, much infurmation could 
not poſſibly be expected) ſeveral others, 


the chief of whom are KoLBE and DE LA 


CAILLE, have either reſided in this part 
of the world for ſeveral years, or made 
expeditions into-the country previoully to 
our author, It might appear invidious in 
us to expatiate on their demerits, or to 
enquire into the cauſes of their failure in 
their reſpective undertakings, We will 

there- 


vii 
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be rather confine ern ees to that 
which is the ſubject of the CY 
ſheets. 


Our author, together with a ſoirit of 
obſervation not ſeen in every traveller, 
had, as we are informed by his friend Mr. 
Georcs FoRsTER. admittance into the 
houſes of the firſt families at the Cape. 
This advantage he ſeems to have been ve- 
ry ſolicitous to turn to the beſt account; 
and to it we, perhaps, in a great meaſure, 
owe the annexed map of the country, 
which is certainly no ſmall acquiſition to 
geographical ſcience.— Before he had at- 
tained the ſtate of manhood, he had pre 
pared himſelf for an expedition of this na- 
ture, by a voyage which he made under 
his kinſman, the Chevalier EXEBERG; and 


the Amentates Academice, publiſhed un- 


der the inſpection of the great Linnzvus, 


exhibited divers proofs that he had not 


made the voyage in vain, On his zeturn 
to Up/al, he applied to the ſtudy of phy- 
ſic; but his attention was principally en- 
groſſed by the ſcience of botany, which 
be purſued with the greateſt ardour under 


its celebrated reſtorer, and became one of 
his favourite diſciples. With an educati- 


on of this kind, which, it muſt be owned, 
was the moſt” favourable that could well 
have 
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have been imagined to ſuch a purpoſe, he 


ſet out for the Cape, at a time of life the 
beſt adapted to an enterprize of this na- 
ture, nominally to inſtru the children of 
M. K ERSTE, the refident at that place; 
but in reality, to ſearch for the works of 
the Creator in a part of the world hitherto 
hardly known to naturaliſts. How he has 
ſucceeded, the reader muſt judge for him- 
ſelf. —But it was not this obſcure corner of 
the globe only that he was deſtined to illuſ- 
trate. By the arrival of the ResoLUTION 
and ADVENTURE at the Cape with Meſſrs. 
FoRsTER, he had an opportunity offered 
him of extending his reſearches to an infi- 
nitely greater diſtance, and all nature now 
lay open to his view. It was, perhaps, 
not more to the advancement of natural 
knowledge than to that of theſe gentle- 
men's reputations, that chance threw ſo 
great a zoologiſt as Dr. SPARRMAN in their 
way at ſo critical a juncture; and it is to 
be hoped, that we thall one day be inform- 
cd of the extent of our obligations to him 
on this ſcore. In the mean while, we muſt 
content ourſelves with the few ſpecimens 
he has given us in the Swediſh Tranſacti- 
ons, where he has inſerted, and ſtill con- 
tinues to inſert, the various diſcoveries he 
has made on the continent of Africa. 


Our 


IX 
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Our author having, in December 1775, 


during his abſence from his native coun- 
try, been promoted to the degree of doc- 
tor of phyſic, was on his return home 
made a member of the Royal Academy at 
Stockholm, and of ſeveral other learned ſo- 
cieties. After the death of the great ento- 
mologiſt Baron DE GEER, who had engag- 
ed Dr. SPARRMAN to live with him at his 


houſe, the Baron having bequeathed his ? . 


magnificent collection of natural curioſities 
to the Academy, our author was made in- 
ſpector of it. He was likewiſe inveſted by 
the Academy with the nominal dignity of 
profeſſor: and, on reſigning to his ſuc- 
ceſſor the charge of preſident of this ſocie- 
ty, after having held it for the ſpace of 
three months, pronounced an oration © on 
the augmentation and advantages which 
{cience in general, and more particularly 
that of natural hiſtory, have acquired, and 
are farther likely to acquire, from explor- 
ing the Pacific Ocean.“ Publiſhed at Stock- 
holm in 1778. 


To this ſhort account of the author it 
may be neceſſary to add, that we have 
taken the liberty of reforming the orthogra- 
phy of moſt of the places mentioned in the 
courſe of the work, both with reſpect to 
the map and to the work itſelf: the author, 
whoſe 
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X whoſe purſuit was things and not words, 
having been careleſs in his language, and 
more eſpecially in his nomenclature, to a 

high degree: as likewiſe that we have 
adopted the diviſions into chapters and ſec- 
tions made by the editor of the German 
tranſlation, as rendering the following ſheets 


more intelligible, and greatly relieving the 
attention of the reader. Having mention- 


ed this, we will no longer treſpaſs on the 


reader's time and patience, but leave this 


work, which, to uſe the words of Mr. 


GEORGE ForsTER, the author's friend 
and German editor, is adapted to every claſs 


„ readers, in the hands of its beſt judge 


and protector, the Public. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


* the month of September I had occa- 


ſion to think of making a voyage to 


the ſouthernmoſt promontory of Africa. 


A IS I a 


What gave riſe to this deſign, was the 
following circumſtance, 


The ingenious Captain EXEBERG, who 
never neglects any opportunity of pro- 


moting the intereſts of ſcience, had, dur- 
ing la ſhort viſit he had made to the Cape 
= of Good Hope, made it his buſineſs to 
obtain permiſſion to ſend thither a natural 
2 hiſtorian, 


But in order that this perſon, in the 
courſe of his reſearches after plants, in- 
ſects, and other objects of his inquiry, 
might not run the riſque of being conſi- 
dered 
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INTRODUCTION. 


dered as a ſpy on the country and its go- 


vernment, and at the ſame time that he 


might compaſs his intentions with as little 
expence as poflible, it was agreed that he 
ſhould inſtruct the reſident's children in 
Falſe-bay | in geography, French, and ma- 


the matice. 


M. EkrBERG was no ſtranger to the 
turn I had for natural hiſtory, having been 
acquainted with it in the courſe of a voy- 
age to Canton in China, which I had the 
happineſs to make under his command, in 
the years 1765 and 1766. He therefore 
had me in view when he thought on this 
voyage to the Cape. 


accepted his offer with the greateſt 
pleaſure, as I had long wiſhed for an op- 
ty of ſeeing diſtant parts of the 
world. Still, however, it depended en- 
tirely on the ſpecial favour of the direc- 
tors of the Royal Swediſh Eaſt-India Com- 
pany, whether I could be allowed a paſ- 
ſage in ſome veſſel bound for the Cape 
and Canton. 


M. EK EB ERG, therefore, mentioned m 
intended voyage to the board, as likely to 
be of ſer vice to ſcience. From the conſi- 
deration of ſo ſpecious an object, I was 


flattered by theſe gentlemen with the great- 
cit 
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j eſt hopes of ſucceſs in my application, till 


ſuch time as, agreeably to their ſtatutes, a 


ritten petition ſhould be preſented to 


them on this ſubject. 
The late Archiater Linn vs, as zealous 
for the advancement of his favourite ſci- 
Zence as he was deeply ſkilled in it, heard 


of this with peculiar pleaſure; and, in his 


on name, drew up a petition for the voy- 
age to be made. 


The directors well knowing, COR a 
well- regulated commerce as well as navi- 


gation in general, has its foundation in 


ſcience, and at the ſame time receives light 
from it, while this, in return, derives ſup- 


port from, and owes its extenſion to the 
two former, not only conſented to what 1 

Z requeſted, but likewiſe, in their great kind- 
© nels, went beyond my deſires. 


1 
: 
9 


Accordingly they ordered, that I ſhould 
have my paſſage gratis from Gottenburgh 
to the Cape, together with every conveni- 


. | ence, in one of their ſhips, called the 


* Baron FABIAN Loeven. 

Meſſieurs PETER TREODORE KOENIG. 
MARTIN HoLTERMaAN. 
Daviyr or SAN DEBERG. 
— Joux ABRAHAM GRILL. 
—— join MALA ERICSSON. 
CHARLES GopFPREY KYSEL, 
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Caſtle of Stockholm, which, it was expect- 
ed, would be ready to ſail on the Chriſt- 
mas following. The laſt-mentioned place 
was pitched upon, for the firſt ſtation to 
be reſorted to for the purpoſe of taking in 
refreſhments in our way to China. - 


Before I begin the journal of my travels, 


I muſt aſſure every gentleman of a hearty 


welcome, who intends doing me the ho- 
nour to accompany me in them by means 


of this paper-conveyance, provided he will 


deign to be pleaſed with his entertainment. 


A man who travels to a great diſtance 
from home, can nevei meet with the ob- 
jects of his reſearches in the order and ar- 


rangement that he himſelf would wiſh for: 
how*then ſhould he be able to diſpoſe and 
arrange his travels upon paper, agreeably | 
to every one's peculiar taſte and liking ? 
With reſpect to my ſtyle, which, in con- 
ſequence of my being unuſed to compoſi- 
tion, is ſometimes ſo unequal, as well as 


unhappy in point of expreſſion, that 1 
have frequently been diſpleaſed with it 
myſelf, | have need, more than moſt au- 


thors, to beg for the reader's kind indul- | 4 
gence. In fact, all my writing for theſe 
many years paſt, has conſiſted chiefly in 3 


ſhort notes and memorandums, expretida 


ſometimes | in one language and ſometimes 3 
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INTRODUCTION. "a 


in another, (juſt as my occupations and 
the part of the world J was in gave occa- 
ſion to) and ſometimes in many languages 
blended together in one. From this med- 
ley J have now tranſlated and expreſſed in 
a more diffuſe ſtyle, and in my native lan- 
guage, what I had formerly ſet down, in 
the manner above-mentioned, by way of 
memorandum only. And thoughl do this 
with pleaſure, conceiving it to be a duty I 
owe to my curious and inquiſitive coun- 
trymen, yet the performance of this taſk 
is by no means unattended with anxiety ; 
inaſmuch as on account of the want of 
practice for many years, proceeding from 
b- my attention to affairs of greater import- 


r. ance, I do not find myſelf able to come up 
w__ | to the reader's wiſhes in this particular. 

nd : | 
ly ® Nevertheleſs, though I can pledge my- 


ſelf for the principal article requiſite in all 


N compoſitions of this kind, viz. tor the truth 
l. of the occurrences here related, it will be 
23 of no avail, if at the ſame time, I cannot 
avoid being conſidered as being rather un- 
. ſucceſsful in the choice of my materials, 
uin the variety and uncommonneſs of them, 
| and laſtly, in the ſtyle and manner in which 
0 they are preſented to the public. Indeed, 
bi it has been given me to underſtand, that 
F = from one, whom a reſtleſs inquiſitive. diſ- 
' & poſition has enticed from his native coun- 
* I Vor. I. a try, 
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try, to follow the calls of deſtiny all round 
the globe, and more particularly through 
the land of the Hottentots and the wild 
and deſert regions of Africa, from ſuch a 
man accounts are expected of a moſt en- 
tertaining and wonderful import. Nor 1s 
this expeQation abſolutely ill- founded. 
Nature has preſented herſelf to me in 
various ſhapes, always worthy of admira- 
tion, often enchanting, and ſometimes ter- 
rible, and clothed with horror. But at the 


ſame time I muſt appriſe the reader, that 


a great many prodigies and uncommon ap- 
pearances, about which I have frequently 
been aſked by many, who have been brought 
to entertain theſe conceits by peruſing the 
deſcriptions of others, are not to be found 
in my journal. Men with one foot, indeed, 
Cyclops, Syrens, Troglodytes, and ſuch 
like imaginary beings, have almoſt entirely 
diſappeared in this enlightened age. At 
the ſame time, however, many have been 
hitherto induced to give credit to tales al- 
moſt as marvellous, with which authors, 
who have before me viſited and deſcribed 
the Hottentots, have ſeaſoned their relati- 
ons, in order to make them go down the 
better with the public. So that the reader 
muſt not be ſurpriſed to find my accounts 
frequently differ much from thoſe of vari- 
ous of my predeceſſors; and at the ſame 
time, I ſhall now and then be obliged to 

take 
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take up my own and his time with ſome 
very narrow limitations of what they have 
advanced. Otherwiſe, in fact, the public 
would have reaſon to doubt of my own 
E veracity. 


I muſt here likewiſe previouſly inform 


the reader, that I do not undertake to give 
a full and complete hiſtory of the Cape of 
= Good Hope, but merely ſuch relations con- 
cerning every thing remarkable, as I have 
either been able to collect, or have myſelf 
= obſerved with reſpect to this part of the 
world. A deficiency of this kind may, 

perhaps, even in matters of importance, 
meet with a ready excuſe from many of 


my readers, when it is conſidered, that 
without being either rich myſelf, or in 
= the leaſt ſupported by others, I under- 


took an expedition, which, when conſi- 
dered with reſpect to theſe circumſtances, 
will appear to be of no ſmall extent. The 
whole of the ſum that I took out with me 
to bear my travelling expences was about 
twenty-five rixdollars, and what, by dint 
of ceconomy, I had made myſelf maſter of 
by the time I got home, was ſomewhat 
more than double that ſum. 


Thus ſo far was I from being able 0 
purchaſe collections, or to obtain at my 
eaſe, or by dint of money, opportunities 

a 2 of 
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of. enlarging the ſphere of my knowledge, 
that I even could not poſſibly arrive at 
them without great trouble and danger. 
In this caſe, I have been obliged to content 
myſelf with what fortune has thrown in 
my way, as | may ſay, gratis. 


The arranging by way of journal the 


occurrences and events which I have de- 


{cribed, though in certain reſpeQs it be not 
the beſt method, is yet in general, the moſt 
natural. In order to acquire an adequate 
idea of a variety of objects out of the great 
number of thoſe that have preſented them- 
ſelves, it conduces not a little to know on 
what days they were ſeen. In fact, the 
time, the manner, and the order, in which 
things occur, are accidental circumſtances 
from which much light may be derived. 
But the greateſt advantage accruing from 
this method is, that hereby it becomes ea- 
fier both for the writer and reader to diſ- 
tinguiſh, what is the actual reſult of the 
author's own experience, from what he 
has, in defect of this, been obliged to ad- 
vance on the ſtrength of the information 
given him by others. 


At the ſame time, in order to come to a 
more ſpeedy and pleaſing concluſion of the 
travels themſelves, certain deſcriptions, 
critical ſtrictures, and reflections are de- 

ferred 
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INTRODUCTION. 


ferred at preſent, which will be inſerted 
at the end of the ſecond volume *, partly 
in the form of notes to this, and partly 
conſtituting diſtint heads by themſelves. 
Above two thouſand of the productions 
of nature hitherto unknown, which, in 
conſequence of a moderate degree of at- 
tention only, I have diſcovered in Afri- 
ca, (a country in many reſpects very dif- 
ferent from the reſt of the globe) but 
have not been able as yet fully to arrange 
and put in order, cannot have place here, 
either deſcribed at full length, or in the 
more compreſſed form of ſketches and 
definitions, 


* This ſecond volume, if it ſhould ever appear, muſt 
evidently be conſidered as a work of a very different nature 
from the preſent : the tranſlator, therefore, did not think 
himſelf bound to take any notice of it in the title-page. 
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Occaſion and deſign of the voyage. Some 
general reflections and ſtrictures on writers 


of travels and voyages. 


S H ͤ & 
Voyage from Gottenburgh to the Cape. 


Departure from Gottenburgh in Sweden. De- 
ſcription of a violent ſtorm. Diſtreſſed ſitu- 
ation of a Dutch veſſel. Lights in the ſea. 
A diſſertation on their nature and their dif. 
ferent ſpecies. Arrival at the Cape, p. 6. 


c H 


Reſidence at the Cape of Good Hope till the Au- 
thor's Voyage to the South Sea. 


S EEX 
Ręſidence at Cape Town. 
Deſcription of the Cape Town and the adja- 


cent country. The author waits on the go- 
vernor 
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CONTENTS. - 


| character and hiſtory of Baron Van PREHM, 
p- 13. | 


? 
vernor and commandant. Sketch of. the 3 : 

\ 
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Reſidence at Bay Falſo. 7 


Goes to Bay Falſo to wait on the reſident, 
whoſe children he is to educate. Is enter- 
tained on the road at night by a rich boor, 
with gritty bread, and meat preſerved with 
pepper. Peculiar courteſy of the French 
vation contraſted with the manners of the 
Dutch at this colony. Meets with his old 
chum, Dr, Thunberg, at Cape Town. De- 
ſcription of Falſe Bay and the adjacent 
country. Dutch politeneſs at table. Story 
of an Engliſh lady going to be married in 
the Eaſt- Indies. Seal-thooting. The tor- 
pedo. Deſcription of various fiſhes, inſeQs, 
and plants, p. 30. 
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Reſidence at Alphen near ns, till the Au- 
thor*'s Trip to Paarl. 


Removes to Conſtantia with the reſident. The 
plants there. The vine- yard. The filver- 
tree. Uncommon diſpoſition of Table- moun- 
tain, with reſpect to rain. Beautiful proſpect 
from the ſouth-ſide of it. Adventures in 
conſequence of loſing his way at night. Diſ- 
ſertation on the Conſtantia and Cape wines, 
Hout-bay deſcribed. The palmites plant. 


iN Divers kinds of ſmall antilopes. Several 
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CONTENTS. 


ſorts of viverrz, or weaſals. The method 
of catching them, and their uſes. A young 
hippopotamus. The eſteem in which botany 
is held at the Cape, exemplified in the be- 
haviour of a Cape phyſician, Þ. 51. 


S-E. U 
Trip to Paarl. 


Letter to a brother ſailor, deſcribing a ſix- 


weeks excurſion made on foot in October. 


Hires a baſtard, a man of family, for his 
guide, Racks, wheels, and gibbets, ex- 


| 


poſed in the public roads. New ſpecies of 


cicindela. . Is taken up by a waggon drawn 
by twelve oxen, but ſoon quits it. Concert 
of jackalls, frogs and owls. Is lodged and 
entertained by a ſlave. Battle between the 
houſe-ſlave and the cow-herd. The forts of 
ſeed ſown in this colony. Curious method 
of ſerving at the ſame time God and mam- 
mon. Salutation of a boor. The author 
very ungallantly neglects to requite the ſer- 
vices of a female flave. A flave's revenge 
on his niggardly maſter. At a rich widow's 


houſe is in danger of being kicked out of 


doors, on his hat being diſcovered with the 
brim ſtuck full of inſets. Vloats naked 


over the river to an iſlet on a bundle of pal- 


mites plants, in order to botanize there. Be- 


haviour of a ſurly but hoſpitable miller. 
Makes a ſexton and his wife happy, by prog- 
noſticating the death of the latter. Is hoſ- 
pitably received by a learned boor. The 
tower of Babel. Drunken ſoldiers. Obliged, 

together 


CONTENTS. 


together with his hoſt, to bolt his chamber. 
door, for fear of being murdered by the 
flaves. A curious love-ſcale. Prices of 
ſlaves and cattle. Bad conſequences of the 
ſlave- trade. His guide has not the leaſt idea 
of a deity. + Concluſion of the letter, p. 80. 
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Reſidence at Apben, after the Author's return ; 5 
From Paarl. g 
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Obſervations on the uniola and piſang, p. 82. 1 
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Il Voyage to the South-Sea. 
il . 


De Circumſtances which gave occaſion to this 
Voyage. 4 


Goes round the world with Capt. Cook, as an JF 
aſſiſtant to Meſſrs. Foſter. The occaſion of 
his undertaking this voyage, p. 87. 
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| Voyage from the Cape of Good Hope to New 


Continuation of the journal of the voyage, p. 91. 
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S E C T. III. 


A ; Firſt Voyage from New Zealand to Otaheite, and 
= from thence back again to New Zealand. 


some events not related by Cook and Forſter, 


* . 
Et” 


= p. 95. 
E Ss E C T. w. 


5 Second Voyage from New Zealand to Otaheite, 
* and from thence back again. 


Journal continued, p. 102. 
B E G T 


= Voyage from New Zealand to Terra del Fuego, and 
Xx from thence farther on towards the South Pole. 
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Journal continued, p. 104. 
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Return to the Cape of Good Hope. 
Return to the Cape. Ship's proviſions utterly 
ſpoiled, p.. 110. 
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Reſidence at Cape Town previous to the 4 uthor' : 
African Expedition. 


n *2 


Dangerous ſituation of a veſſel in Table-bay, | 
A ſhipwreck. Lives of the crew ſaved by 
an old ſoldier on horſeback. Cruelty and 
ingratitude of the government at the Cape. Ho 
Humane inſtitution of the Chineſe in theſe - 
A caſes. Regiſter of the weather at the Cape, 
| for May, June, and July, 1775, p. 120. 
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Wt | Preparations for the African Expedition. 


. , Undertakes an expedition into the interior 
10 | parts of the country. Equipment for that . 
Wl - purpoſe. Buys a waggon with twelve oxen. | 1 
1 Is accompanied by Mr. Immelman, the ſon 
| tk of an officer at the Cape, p. 126. 8 
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we Journey from the Cape to the Warm Bath. 
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Bad accommodations on the road. Manner of 
travelling in the African waggons. Deſcrip- 
tion of Guſtavus's ſceptre, a plant. No 
bridges in Africa. Account of the manner 
in which they paſs the rivers with Waggon? 
in this country. Deſcription of the land- 
ſcape about Bot- river. Wretched wine at 3 
Agter de Berg. See various ſorts of gazels 
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in his way to the warm bath; and likewiſe 
whole troops of zebras. Oſtrich-hunting. 
Method of reckoning the length of journies 
here; and of harneſſing the oxen, p. 143. 
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1 | Reſidence at the Warm Bath. 

n K 724 a : 
de. Hottentot-Holland's warm baths deſcribed. 
eſe The bathing-houſes and wells. Chemical 
de, analyſis of the waters. Cures performed by 


means of them. Diſſertation on their ori- 
gin. Remains of a volcano. Onkjes, ver- 
nal flowers of the iris kind; their uſes in 
food, and in reckoning time. Shoots a wild 
cat in a tree. The different ſorts of them 
in this country enumerated and examined. 
© Deſcription of a porcupine-hunt. Cape par- 
XxX tridges and pheaſants, the korr-hen, and ſe- 
cretaries-bird, otherwiſe called the ſerpent- 
eater, deſcribed. Uſes of this latter, and 
its manner of attacking ſerpents. The au- 
thor frequently viſits a patient in theſe parts, 
and is paid in milk and proviſions. Wild 
dogs very dangerous animals. Their man- 
ners. Hunt in packs, and ſometimes turn, 
when hunted, and hunt their purſuers. Ti- 
ger-wolf, or hyzna, eats up the carcaſes and 
bones of animals which, are left untouched 
by other wild beaſts, and would otherwiſe 
contaminate the atmoſphere. Its cowardly 
ns BY but artful manner of attacking other ani- 
d- BR mals. By imitating the cries of other crea- 
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at tures, it decoys them away from the reſt of 
els Z the herd, with a view to devour them. Is 
in the moſt voracious as well as watchful of all 
Z animals. 
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ſuffered to enter the town at the hr be. | 4 s 
ing of great uſe in clearing the ſhambles. 
Adventure of a drunken trumpeter with a 
hyzna. This ſpecies never before accurate 


ly deſcribed. Eats up one of the traces be. 
Pretend- RF 1 
ed change of its ſex accounted for; as like- 
wiſe the ſtories of its imitating the human p 
voice, and enchanting the ſhepherds, ſo that 
they cannot ſtir from the ſpot where they 
are. Seldom caught, and hardly ever ſhot, 


longing to the author's waggon. 


- Uſe of this creature's long ſhaggy coat, 
p- 181. 
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Journey from the Warm Bath to Zwellendam. 


The driver has not the leaſt knowledge of the 3 
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road. Not being able to get a Hottentot 
any where to lead their oxen, make a vir- 


tue of neceſſity, and turn 'ox-leaders them- 
Procures a Hottentot to drive his 
waggon, who gets at the brandy the au- 


ſelves. 


thor had taken with him, tor the purpoſe 
of preſerving animals in, and treats his com- 


panions with it. 
in danger of being murdered by theſe fel- 
lows in their liquor. 
ſerpent into the liquor. 


animals. 


The author and his friend 


The author puts a live 
Hottentots uſed to 
ſwallow the poiſon of ſerpents, confidering 
it as a preſervative againſt the bite of theſe 
Is cheated in the bargain he made 
for his oxen. One of them runs home. = k 
arm | 


CONTENTS. 


farm and foreſt at Tiger-hoek deſcribed. De- 
ſcription of the perſons, clothing, ornaments, 
and arms of the Hottentots. Beſmeared with 
= greaſe and ſoot, which alters their natural 
= complexion. This ill deſcribed by authors. 
Ihe males have no defect in the organs of 
generation, nor have the females any ſuper- 
= Huity in thoſe parts: what appears there be- 
ing not natural but artificial. Hottentots 
=E perfume themſelves with the powder of a 
plant called bucku. Do not wear the inteſ- 
tines of animals, but a number of leathern 
rings about their arms and legs. Their field 

# ſhoes. Method of making them particularly 
at, deſcribed. Their craals or villages and huts. 


Their manners and diſpoſition. Boſhies-men,. 


or wild Hottentots. Their maxims and wea- 
pons. Live in deſerts on berries, caterpillars, 
and other inſets. Their amazing voracity. 
Are ſmall and ſlender, but, after being caught, 
are fattened in the ſpace of a few weeks. The 
=X coloniſts hunt them like wild beaſts ; and fre- 
= quently make parties for the purpoſe of 
=X catching and enſlaving them. Very much 
given to run away, but never carry any thing 
off with them. Almoſt always in a ſtarving 
= ſtate, and numbers of them periſh for want. 
Neither they nor the Hottentots have any 
conception, neither can any be infuſed into 
them, of a God. Conſider rain at all times as 
an evil. Bully the thunder. Have great faith 
in ſorcery. The ſorcerers are their phyſicians, 
and cure them of their diſeaſes by thraſhing 
them. Inſtances of various cheats put on them 
by their ſorcerers. Though ſuperſtitious, are 
not afraid of darkneſs: yet ſeem to have ſome 
notion of ſpirits and a future life. Reſpect, 
3 but 


xxxi 


CONTENTS. 


but do not worſhip inſects of the mantis kind. 
Do not worſhip the moon. Kolbe's miſtake 1 
with reſpect to this point corrected. Chril 
tianity taught at Tygerhock by a Moravian il 
who was accuſed of ſiniſter practices. No re. 
mains of religion here at preſent. Two Hot. 
tentot girls pay them a viſit. Their odd be- 1 
haviour. The author endeavours in vain to = | 
hire a driver for the expedition. At laſt a lad 
agrees to go as far as Zwellendam with them i 
Sloth and idleneſs of the Hottentots. Hard fate 
and ſenſible reflections of a flave. Regiſter j 
the weather for Auguſt. Heſſaquas kloof. 4 
ſingular diſorder among the. horſes. The 
Landroſt of Zwellendam offers him a better 1 
team of oxen. State of the weather at that 
place. Zebras and quaggas, both ſpecies o 
the wild horſe. The former do not fear the 
hyzna, but guard the other cattle from its a: 
tacks. Both ſorts eat leſs, and are more e 4 
than the common horſe, and might be uſed 
for drawing. Misfortune of a man who har 
nefled ſome quaggas to his carriage, befor 
they were properly tamed. Riet valley. Lan 
guage of the Hottentots, compared with half 
of the Sneſe Hottentots. Their muſical in 
ſtruments and tobacco-pipes. Curious me 
thod of ſmoking. Their card-playing, iu 
properly ſo called by the coloniſts, p. 248. 
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Journey from Zawellendam to Muſele Bay. 


Black-monkies. Groot Vaders-boſch, Stoll . 
a bit, a plant growing there. Loſe their wa 
a 


"5 
% 
4 


als 8 
Pet 1 3 


1 2 ” c 70 IT Y 1 TJ 
r 
D n Cree: 
3 © on | | X bu * 22 4 


CONTENTS. xxxiii 


at night. Saddle-oxen. Viſit a Hottentot 
craal, and are entertained with milk curdled 
by being kept in the ſkins of animals. Sweet 
milk unwholeſome. The Hottentot Captain 
Rundganger. Captain an empty title. Cap- 
tains ſpies on their countrymen. Hottentots 
oppreſſed by the Dutch, and obliged to ſhift 
their quarters continually more inland. 
Thorn- or gum-arabic tree. Large dairy- 
farms. River of butter-milk. Diſtinction be- 
tween the carrow, ſour, and ſweet fields. The 
firſt rendered fertile by aqueducts. Cows that 
naw each other's horns. Hottentots conti- 
* pually ſhifting their quarters, from ſuperſti- 
tious motives : a practice which prevents the 
degeneration both of their lands and cattle; 
Coloniſts faulty in this reſpect. Rhinoceros- 
buſh. Overflowing of Gauritz-river. Hoar 
froſt of falt. Deſcription of Muſclesbay. 
Houtniquas-land. Algoa-bay. Hints for the 
advancement of trade and the improvement 
of the colony, p. 276. 
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Journey through the Houtniquas. 


Animals to be found in Houtniquas. - Deſcrip- 

tion of the boſch-bok. Hadelde-bird. Re- 
5 giſter of the weather. Almoſt a whole pro- 
5 vince intoxicated with a hogſhead of brandy. 
Deſcription of a Hottentot miſtreſs. Baſtards 
not chriſtened. Stratagem of a burgher at 
Batavia to get his child baptized. Style of 
building in this province. The author's Hot- 
tentots run away on being correQed for 
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drunkenneſs. State of the weather in Sep- 
tember, p. 311. | 


e. VIII. 
Journey through Lange Dal. 


Departure from Houtniquas. Loſe their way on 
horſeback. Paſs the night out of doors, ex- 
poſed to a violent rain. Artaquas-kloof. In- 
feſted with a herb called p— graſs, which 
kills the cattle with the ſtraugury. Obliged 
to live abroad in the air, the walls and every 
part of the houſe being covered by flies. 
Curious method of killing them. Canna's 
land. Miſtake of Mr. Maſon with reſpect to 
it in the Philoſophical Tranſactions. The 
Canna ſhrub, a new ſpecies of ſalſola, deſcrib- 
ed. Method of fertilizing the moſt dry bar- 
ren country. New method of dreſſing par- 
tridges. Immoderately fat ſheep, with tails 
weighing above twelve pounds. 'The author 
bleeds a Hottentot lad. An inſtance of Dutch 
compaſſion. Hottentot women's lamentati- 
on over the dead. Ihe boy comes to life 
again. African otters and fiſh. Taken in 
by a farmer's wife in a bargain about a pair 
of oxen. Strange caſe of a prolapſis uteri. 
Loſe their way again. Unkind behaviour of 
ſome Hottentots. His horſe finks with him 
into the. mire. Princely ſhepherds. Miſerable 
condition of Hotrentot fugitives. Stone- 
heaps. Pitfalls for the larger kind of game. 
Mountain Hottentots. Flight of a Hottentot 
child. Coal-black lizard. The daſs, an ani- 
mal of the cavia genus. Daſſen-piſs taken for 
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1 petrolæum. Seems to be the menſtrual eva- 
0 cuation of this animal, p. 331. 1945 
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== Tourney from Lange Dal to Sigſicamma, and from 
el thence to Sea-cow River. 
E Kromme-rivier. Eſchen-boſch. The pneumo- 
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ra, an inſect ſuppoſed to live on the wind. 
They come to a perſon when called. Boſhies- 
men carouſing on elephants fleſh. Deſcripti- 
on and admeaſurement of the remains of the 
carcaſe, How this animal was ſhot by two 
farmers The beſt methods of ſhooting theſe 
beaſts diſcuſſed. One man will attack a whole 
herd of elephants. Ceaſe to fly when wound- 
—_- ed. Elephant's way of ſwimming. Hiſtories 
= of ſome dangerous rencounters with them. 
E220 De la Caille's ſtrange anecdote a mere impo- 
RN fition. Do not copulate like human crea- 
7 tures. Never ſeen in the act of copulation, 
I excepting once, by two of the author's ac- 
Er quaintance. Elephant's diet. Expence of 
A keeping them. Hiſtory and uſe. Negroes 
5 buy and ſell the tails at a vaſt price from ſu- 
5 perſtitious motives. Tails deſcribed. Foffll 
1 elephant's teeth. Mammouth's bones found 


5 in Siberia are nothing but the bones of ge- 
| phants. The theories of Buffon and others 
overturned, Lemning-mouſe, and other mi- 
_ grating animals, adduced as proofs of the au- 
thor's aſſertions. Divers inſtances of the ſaga- 
city of elephants. Wreck of the Doddington 
Eaſt-Indiaman on this coaſt. Survivors 
robbed by the Hottentots. A Dutch captain 
tent from the Cape to look after the cargo, 
comes 
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comes back purpoſely without doing any 
thing. Bilious fever prevails among the 
Hottentots. Strange method of cure uſed 

by the author. Hottentot-ball. The bee. 

Monkey-dance. Polygamy of the Hottentots. 

Pitiful caſe of an old polygamiſt. Marriage 

ceremony performed among the Hottentots | 
by ſprinkling the bride and bride-groom þ 
with urine. Manner of burying their dead. | 
Bury alive or expoſe ſuch children as have 

loſt their mothers. Starve their old people 

to death. Extenuation of their crime. Pre- 
parations for the expedition through the de- 

ſert. White ants eaten by the Hottentots. 

Miſchief done by them. — imagine 

the ſwarms of locuſts with which the coun- 

try is ſometimes over-run, to be ſent to them 

for food. Locuſt ſoup. Locuſts of uſe in 
clearing the lands, p. 395. 
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Voyage from Gottenburgh to the Cape. 


N the ioth day of January, in the year 1772. 
1772, I failed from Gottenburgh in the January. 


0 aſtle of Stockholm; a ſhip belonging to the 


Swediſh Eaſt-India Company. The wind was 
favourable, ſo that we ſoon diſmiſſed our pi- 
lots, and even in a ſhort time loſt ſight of the 
delightful paſtures of Sweden, We found 
the weather, as it uſually is at this cold ſeaſon, 
ſomething milder in the open ſea, than it was 
upon the coaſt. The Swediſh Eaſt-Indiaman, 


the Louiſa, deſtined for Cadiz, to take in re- 
freſhments there, with money for both ſhips, 
kept us company till we paſled the north of 


Scotland. The ſtormy weather however, uſual 
in theſe parts, and at this time of the year, 
made us ſeparate before we intended it. The 


5 wind blowing ſtill ſtronger likewiſe, carried 


away our main-top-ſail, though it was quite 
Vol. I. B new, 


— 


— — a . * 
n - 3 " 6 - 7 — * vi 
- - — wo r ee 1 — = > 
. - 7 " E CR of. we k * — 
— 5 — 2 . — N IS OY ITED I - - 5 
. - — — — - - ; 7 * nj te 1,” revs = — 
4 — - —_ — — 2 = n 2 — - A 0 — - — — 31 7 - = —_— — 4 9 5 2.5 4 — * i. —_ 
— 12 — © * 5 — — b * — — —— £ — E 2 — - T* 
, 5 - — . ” = x — _ — — — * 2 7 re 4 4 * 232 — 1 "wo 
= — 3 * 1 — = WITT . 6 W E. q 2 — ; _ — — - K — ns up ce — n * — 
. r 3 - = = N p — 4 — — — 8 
2 . CASAS euecc avcier,. —— — os Pte, — — 4 F ö 2 -4 
a a read” 'i 2 9 * a 2 — 0 - — a oy 2 8 


* 8 
5 Ke 
9 by 4 
n r "+ 
Bay "To * OE WIR n a {ty 
= i Bs DCE Pe 4 "oy 1 20 - 4x: 1 FEY 
1 r IS 3 EET LI 7 Th 


. A VOYAGE ro Tar 
1772. new, and made of a ſtrong 


' © hundred rix-dollars. 


This ravage and deſtruction afforded in it. 


ſelf nevertheleſs a fine ſpeQacle, which to me 
was entirely new. Sudden guſts of rain now 
combined with the night to ſhrowd every thing 
in darkneſs. Let the reader repreſent to him- 
ſelf for a moment the foaming billows on all 
ſides ſurrounding the ſhip, and ſwelling. up 
ſometimes even to our yard-arms ; while the 
long ſhivers of the top-ſail got looſe, and being 
white, were diſtinctly diſcerned waving to and 
fro in a moſt alarming manner, and at length 
totally vaniſhed through the darkened air. At 
the ſame time the violence of the wind cauſed 
thoſe parts of the ſails which yet remained on 
the maſt, together with the ends of the broken 


cordage, to beat about, and craſh with ſuch 
force as for a time to drown every other 


This ſpectacle did not make the leſs impreſ- ; 
ſion, when by degrees we could better diſtin. | 


guiſh the roaring of the ſea, the ſwell of the 
waves, the bluſteriog of the wind, and the 
crackling noiſe made by the maſts and the 
joints of the planks ; particularly when to this 
we add, that the captain was continually roar- 
ing out, and was anſwered in the ſame ſtrain 


by the men at the helm, far-board and port, as | 
the ſtem of the ſhip heaved to right or left; 


not to mention the uſual noiſe and buſtle 
from all quarters of the deck, the ſailors and 


tackling being in conſtant agitation and mo- 


tion. 
On 


cloth. The da- 
January, mages were reckoned to amount to ſeveral 
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On the 2d day of February in the afternoon, 1772. 


when we had got to 34 deg. 22 min. N. lat. 
1 deg. 32 min. caſt of the meridian of Paris, a 
ſhip at a diſtance fired ſeveral guns, thereby 
giving us to underſtand that ſhe was in diſtreſs, 
and defirous to ſpeak with us. We accord- 
ingly waited for her coming up, and found her 
to be a Dutch Eaſt-Indiaman, called the Dui- 
venbrock, bound homewards, and command- 
ed by Capt. Cont ap Love. They had loſt 
their rudder, and in conſequence of the great 
{well of the ſea, had not been able to laſh on 
another; on which account likewiſe the ſhip 
had got ſo far out of her courſe. The crew 
emaciated to a great degree, and in want both 
of water and proviſions. Our commander 
made them a preſent of as much of both as 
their long-boats were able to carry ; but at 
length, the night coming on, and the wind 
blowing up freſher, they were deprived of that 
farther degree of aſſiſtance, that every one of 
us very much wiſhed to give them. Even our 
common ſailors not only ſhewed great compaſſion 
on their parts, but aſſiſted them effeQually out 
of their own ſtock with tobacco, and other re- 
freſhments. 


On the 12th day of February, juſt under 
the tropic, or 24. 51. N. Lat. we ſaw a ſea 
animal ſeven or eight feet long, known to ſea- 
taring men by the name of the ſea devil. It is 
reported by writers of voyages, to be very 
dangerous to the people engaged in the pearl- 
fiſhery. . In a voyage to China I former! 
made, I hapnened to ſee one of theſe animals, 
and on examining it, concluded it to be a ſpe- 
cies of Ray. 

B 2 On 


February. 
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On the 21ſt day of February at ſix in the 


February. evening, 3 deg. 24. min. N. of the equator, 


we obſerved a beautiful meteor. It was like a 
red hot cannon-ball, which waved to and fro 
with a gentle whizzing noiſe, directly over our 
veſſel, and between the maſt-tops; but not- 
withſtanding what the ſailors prognoſticated 
from it, it did not ſeem to bring with it any 
change of weather. 


On the 4th day of March we paſſed the line, 
when a number of idle ceremonies were per- 
formed according to cuſtom. 


On the 5th, at about 37 deg. S. lat. and 21 
deg. weſt of Paris, beſide the uſual lights that 
frequently appear ſparkling, as it were, on the 
ſurface of the ſea, there was ſeen in the night 
a ſtrong gleam of light, called by the failors 
maarſken, or ſea-ſhine. It appeared chiefly in 
a round form of three feet diameter, and was 
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like a glowing light throughout its whole ex- 
tent. As the ſhape of it was ſometimes chang- 


ed to an oblong, it was conjeQtured, from 
this circumſtance, to be occaſioned by the 
daſhing of the ſea. With luminous bodies of 
this kind the whole extent of the ocean was now 
adorned, ſometimes at the diſtance of feveral 
times the length of the ſhip from each other, 
and ſometimes only a few feet aſunder. We 
were not fortunate enough to examine them 
nearer. 


The wind at times blew freſh, being ſome- 
times accompanied with heavy ſhowers of rain. 
The next day there was nothing uncommon to 
be obſerved on the ſurface of the ſea, that 


might 
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CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


might be conſidered as the cauſe of this lumi- 
nous appearance. A night or two before this, 
we had already begun to perceive ſome of 
theſe lights. The weather at that time was on- 
ly overcaſt, Some of the moſt experienced 


among the ſailors informed me, that theſe. 


lights were met with particularly in the north 
ſeas, as well as in the creeks on the coaſt of 
Mexico; and that from theſe appearances they 
uſed to prognoſticate a ſpeedy change in the 
weather. The lights that are uſually ſeen in 
the ſea are ſuppoſed to proceed partly from the 
conſtituent parts of the ſea itſelf, and partly 
from the fiſh and other kinds of infinitely ſmall 


” animals which have their abode there. But 


with reſpect to the naarſten, I have not found 
any navigators ſpeak of them. Are they not 
occaſioned by ſome ſlimy or gelatinous animals 


| (fuch as the molluſea), which only of nights, at 
certain places, and in conſequence of certain 


changes of the atmoſphere, riſe to the ſurface 
of the ſea? The ſame riſing and ſinking mo- 


tion, which I now obſerved in theſe animals, 1 


remember to have perceived in the Meduſæ, 
particularly in the year 1775, in the bays 
about the Cape of Good Hope, after my re- 
turn from my voyage round the world. At 
that time it had been ſtormy the whole preced- 
ing night, with a great part of the following 
morning; when, to my great amazement, af- 
ter ſo long a voyage, I now, for the firſt time, 
ſaw theſe ſea-animals in ſuch quantities, as to 
form a thick maſs of ſeveral fathoms depth, 
as if they had been prefſed down together. 
Where they were collected into a thinner maſs, 
one might diſcern that one part of them was 
blue, another of a flame-colour, and another 

again 


5 
1772. 


March. 
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1772. again of a lighter hue. They were moſtly of 
March. the form of a necklace (moniliformes,) and at 
that time were probably driven together in ſo 


great numbers by the ſtorm ; ſo that the great 
quantities of maanſten, ſerve to give a {till 
greater degree of credit to my conjecture. A 
{mall corner only of the ſea, viz. Table- bay, at 
this time afforded nouriſhment to more ani- 
mals at once, than perhaps are to be found on 
the whole face of the earth. This opened to 
me a door, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, 
to nature's copious ſtorehouſe in the deep; ſo 
that at one haſty view I could get a glimpſe of 
that amazing ſuperfluity, which feeds millions 
of fiſhes, and at the ſame time lines the inſide 
of the whale, that great Coloflus of the deep, 
with that oily fatneſs, with which it abounds. 


It may from hence be readily concluded, 
that it was theſe inſects that the fat ſea- lions 
and ſeals, diving and amphibious fowls, many 
kinds of albatrofles, (diomedee) procellariæ, to- 
gether with ſea-gulls of all ſorts, were in queſt 
of, when I ſaw theſe latter ſo aſſiduouſly hunt- 
ing about near the Cape, and in the South 
Sea. 


On the 12th of April we got fight of the 


Cape, and came the ſame day to anchor in 
Table- bay. 
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Reſidence at the Cape of Good Hope till the Au- 
thor*s Voyage to the South Sea. 
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Reſidence at Cape Town. 
HE Cape is uſually mentioned in too high 


by ſuch as have been there only for a ſhort 
time. The reaſon probably is, that people, 
who are weary of a long and tedious voyage 
of ſeveral months duration, are uſually en- 
chanted with the firſt ſpot of earth they ſet 
toot upon, of which they afterwards make 
their reports according to the impreſſion it firſt 
made upon them. This is ſo much more like. 
ly to happen with reſpe& to the Cape, as ſea- 
aring men are ſeldom uſed to ſtay there long 
enough to be weary of it. On the contrary, 
however, it is not unuſual for ſailors to pine 
and grow unhappy even here, after being ſome 
months on ſhore, and to long to go to ſea 
again, I have been informed by Captain 
Cook, that he, as well as Sir Jos gp H Banks 
and Dr. SoLANDER, prejudiced by the relati- 
on of others, conſidered the Cape, the firſt 

time 


1772. 


terms by ſea-faring men; particularly March. 
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time they ſaw it, as the moſt delightful and | 


fertile place in the world. So that even che. 


barren heaths to the north of the town, were 


at the ſame time very innocently miſtaken for 


fine fields of corn. 


For my part, not to lead my readers into 
any error concerning this point, the account ! 
here give of the Cape has not been written 
without ſome conſideration. I muſt, notwith- 
ſtandingy previouſly remind them, that a view 
of the map inſerted at the end of the book, 
will give the beſt and cleareſt idea of the poſi. 
tion of the harbours and creeks of this part of 
the world, as well as of the names and fituati- 
on of the difterent mountains. By this means 
the following deſcription will be the more eaſi- 
ly underſtood, 

The town itſelf is the only one in the whole 
colony, and is properly called the Cape, though 
this name is often injudiciouſly given to the 
whole ſettlement. The above-mentioned town 
is ſituated between the ſhore and the north 
ſide of the mountain, which, in conſideration 
of its apparent equality of ſurface,. has obtain- 
ed the name of the Table. 
meaſurement of the Abbe de la Cailles, the 
ſhore of this bay 1s 550 toiſes above the ſurface 


of the ſea, and 1344 toiſes in length, when | « 


taken from Eaſt to Weſt ; the middlemoſt part 
of it being ſituated South-eaſt of the town, 
and 2000 toiles from it. 


DuyvePs-Kop, (the DeviPs-Head 9 called 44 
the Engliſh Charles Mountain, is in a as 
meaſure connected with the Table Moun- 


tain, 


. 3 1 9 . 


According to the 
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Bain, but is full 31 toiſes lower, and at the 
ame time is peaked and bare. Leeuwen-hop, 
talled by the Engliſh the Lion's-Head, and 
Hkewiſe the Sugar-Loaf, is a hill more ſepa- 
rated, but leſs elevated, than the former: the 


9 
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— a 


ſame may be ſaid of its neighbour, the Leeu- 


wen- Staart, called by the Engliſh the Lion's- 
Rump, and likewiſe the Lion's-Tail. 

"1 | 

From one of theſe ſignals are given, by the 
Fring of guns for every veſſel that comes that 


Pay, and appears bound for the harbour. 


When they Approach ſtill nearer, a flag is 
hoiſted on this mountain, which ſerves for a 
Henal to the captains of the Dutch ſhips ; but 
nobody but they and the governor of the Cape 
know, how the- colour of the flag is to be va- 
med for each reſpective month. The intention 
of this regulation is, that a Dutchman who is 
Eoming into the harbour, may immediately 


Know, if the harbour is fallen into the hands 


pf the enemy, and accordingly take care not 
go run into it. 


: The above-mentioned hills are in a great 
meaſure bare, and that part of Table Moun- 


Rain that looks towards the town is pretty ſteep. 


The buſhes and trees (if they may be ſo call- 


; ed) which here and there grow wild, are ſtunt- 


= 

«3 

3% 
* 


&d partly by their own nature, and partly by 
he South-eaſt and North-weſt winds. Hence 


* 75 
4 Is 
1 
1 


Iniſerable appearance. Some of them, ſhel- 
Wcred by the cliffs, and at the ſame time wa- 
Wcred by the rills that run down the ſides of 
he mountain, may perhaps be ſomewhat more 
3 healthy 
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1772. healthy and vigorous ; but they are univerſally | 4 


* - 
* 46.» 
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March. deficient in that lively verdure which adorns FY 8 
the oaks, vines, myrtles, laurels, lemon- trees, the r 
&c. planted at the bottom near the town. Still FF oed 
farther. on, the dry heathy lands and ſandy FR ſome 
plains on the ſtrand, contribute to give the lour, 
country an arid and barren look. It muſt be FR g,.q 
owned, indeed, that a conſiderable quantity FF Pute 
of the moſt beautiful African flowers are ſcat. “. 
tered up and down in different parts during the Ax 
fine ſeaſon ; but they cannot ſhew their ſplen- FR are ci 


did colours to any great advantage among the | j (Reſt 


various kinds of graſs here, which are moſtij place. 
perennial and of a pallid hue, amongthe dry but r. 
buſhes, and in the fields, which, at leaſt near 

the Cape, are almoſt continually grazed off. Ho 
Theſe plains, therefore, cannot captivate the qgefſer, 
eye, nearly ſo much as the European Flora, tleme 


with her green meadows replete with annual deſcri 
graſs. I am ready to allow, indeed, that the berg © 
verdant plantations, together with a few acres | houſe: 
of arable land round about the town, make 2 called 
beautiful appearance, oppoſed to the African x tiles v 
wilds and deſerts with which they are ſur / 
rounded, and which ſerve to ſet them off toa The 
greater advantage; but then clipped and trim ¶ of by 
med trees, with regular plantations of groves are th 
reared up by art, cannot ſo long keep their broad 


7% 


ground in our taſte, as that lively verdure of ous qi 


W 
. 


i. 
** 


45 
* 
* 


nature which a European, at leaſt after having of gar 
reſided for ſome time at the Cape, I think can- as wel 
not help miſſing. the ho 
| 5 1 of the 

The town is ſmall, about 2000 paces in from t 
length and breadth, including the gardens and ſurrou 
orchards, by which one fide of it is terminat- Beſide 
ed. The ſtreets are broad,” but not paved; 2 with o 
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great many of them are planted with oaks. 1772. 
The houſes are handſome, two ſtories high at April. 

the moſt ; the greateſt part of them are ſtuc- * 

© coed and white-waſhed on the outſide, but 

Z ſome of them are painted green: this latter co- 

lour, which is never ſeen upon our houſes in 

sweden, being the favourite colour with the 

Dutch for their clothes, boats, and ſhips. 

2 Agreat part of their houſes as well as churches 

are covered with a ſort of dark. coloured reed : 

| : (Reſtio tectorum) which grows in dry and ſandy 
places. It is ſomewhat more firm than ſtraw, 

: £ but rather finer and more brittle. 


# | 
= How this thatching is performed, certainly 
2 deſerves the conſideration of our country gen- 
= tlemen and men of landed property; and a 
| deſcription of it will be given by Captain Eke- 


| 

1 £ berg on ſome other occaſion. The reſt of the 
$7 houſes in the Cape are covered with what is 
a f called Italian tiling, which reſembles the flat 
n 'Þ tiles we uſe for floors. 


a : The company 's gardens, ſo differently f oken 
» BY of by KoLsr, By Rox, and BoUGAINVILLE, 
8 are the largeſt in the town, being 400 paces 
broad and 1000 long, and conſiſting of vari- 
ft Z ous quarters planted with cale, and other kinds 
8 of garden ſtuff, for the governor's own table, 
as well as for the uſe of the Dutch ſhips and of 

| the hoſpital. Fruit-trees are planted in ſome 
of the quarters, which, in order to ſhelter them 
n trom the violence of the South-eaſt wind, are 
dB furrounded with hedges of myrtle and elm. : 
-Þ Beſides this, the greater walks are ornamented A 
a vith oaks thirty feet high, which by their ſhade 
al | | | produce 
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produce an agreeable coolneſs, and are much 


reſorted to by the ſtrangers that viſit the port, 
and chule to walk in the heat of the day. 


The four quarters that lie neareſt to the go. ; 


vernor's reſidence, which is ſituated in the 
pleaſure-garden towards the north,. have in. 
deed ſome beds of flowers in them; but thi 
pleaſure garden is very far from deſerving the 
commendations beſtowed upon it by Koz, 


who cries it up as having no equal, and being 


ſtored with the moſt coſtly plants from all part 
of the world. At the end of the pleaſure 


garden and to the eaſt of it, is the menagefie, 


paliſaded and railed off, in which are ſhewi 
oftriches, caſuaries, zebras, and ſometimes dit 


ferent ſorts of antilopes, and other ſmallet 


quadrupeds, almoſt all of them natives of th: 


country. In another partition are kept variou 1 


foreign and domeſtic fowls. 


The fortifications lie ſome hundred pace 
north of the town, being ſeparated from it by 
a verdant mead, which is cut through with ca. P. 
nals and roads. On both ſides of the tow 
towards the ſtrand, batteries are placed; and 
to the ſouth, where the land is higher, at 
ſeen the burial grounds of the Chineſe and fre 
Malays that live at the Cape; as well as ond 
belonging to the Dutch, which has a wall round 
it. But what diſgrices the town is a gallows 1 

with racks and other horrid inſtruments of tor 
ture, which the governor has lately ordered ti 
be erected in the place of honour, if I may | on 
call it, or oppoſite to the fortification in ti 


: 


well-known hardneſs of heart of the Dutch 5 


above-mentioned meadow. Beſides this, thi 


ſettlech 
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uch ſettled in the Indies, has ſhewn itſelf here by 17 
on, two other gibbets erected within fight of the April. 
town, viz. one on each fide of it. 


g0- On the 3oth of April, being the morning 
the after we came to anchor, I for the firſt time 
in. ſet foot upon African ground. The firſt thing 
th did was to wait upon the governor, Baron 
the JoAchM vox PLETTENBERG, to whom I paid 
LB my reſpects, and intimated my wiſh to live un- 
eing der his protection. As ſoon as he was inform- 
ed of the nature of my appointment, he grant- 
ſure. ed my requelt without the leaſt difficulty; and 
efie, oon offered me the privilege of practiſing phy- 
ew ic, as I bad given him to underſtand, that it 
. dif. had been my principal ſtudy. Upon the whole, 
alle reccived great civilities from many members 
F the of the regency, particularly from the com- 
riou manderſ of the troops, Baron van Px RHM, who 
Was au African born; but, what is very rare 
pith his countrymen, and to his honour muſt 
pace pe mentioned, he had viſited Europe, and was 
it b. & lover of ſcience. Neither muſt it be paſſed 
h cx bver in ſilence, that he had ſerved in the capa- 
tom ty of a Pruſſian aide de camp in the laſt Ger- 
and znan war; and, as a proof of his having been 
- ar zn the wars, bore about him the ſcars of ſeve- 
1 fret fal wounds. As it may give pleaſure to ſuch 
3 on s are fond of hearing that merit meets with 
round its reward, I will add, that he returned inveſt- 
Hove ed with the place he now enjoys, and about 
f ton he ſame time made his fortune, by marrying 
red tl dhe fineſt woman in the whole colony. 
ay 
in th 
„ thy 
Dutch 
ſettlec 
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as well as defirous to get ſome information of 


Ręſidence at Bay Falſs. 


LTHOUGH I had already been ſom: 
days at the Cape, I had not yet had a 
opportunity to ſee the reſident, (now ſub-gu 
vernor) whoſe children I was to inſtruct. The 
reaſon was, that he was gone to Bay Falji 


about eighteen miles from the Cape, in orde F 
to receive and make proviſion for the ſhin 
which had juſt before run into the Bay. |; 


therefore ſet out to pay him a viſit there; bu 


ſtaid over night at a reſpectable yeoman's, 9 4 
whom I was addreſſed, in order that he might 


be my guide. 


ple among which he lives. 


Here 1 for the firſt time found 
what inconveniences a man is expoſed to, who 
does not underſtand the language of the peo 
I had made a ſhit 
to pick up a little German in my voyage fron 
Gottenburgh to the Cape; but this was but ol 
very little ſervice, either towards my making 
myſelf underſtood in this place, or toward 
my underſtanding a Dutchman in his language 
The neceſſity, however, that I was under of 
communicating my thoughts, contrary to wha 
I had ſuppoſed, increaſed my power of com 
prehending others, as well as that of expreſſ 


ing my own meaning. My hoſt, who was ve of in 


ry inquiſitive with regard to affairs in Europe 


medica | 


ho 
his x 
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| © medical ſubjects, was inceſſantly propounding 1772. 
his queſtions to me, as well as he could, in the April. 
German tongue. I, on my ſide, repeated my 


Z anſwers again and again, expreſſing them, in I 
*Z myſelf did not know what language. It ſhould 
ſeem, that the German, Swediſh, and Dutch 
languages have a great analogy to, and much 
Zin common with each other; but the great 
difference in the pronunciation of them, as 
well as in their dialects, ſeldom allows one to 


perceive the ſimilitude. My phlegmatic hoſ- 


ſom: 


d a1WMteſs, who ſtood by with open mouth to over- 
gr, hear our converſation, without underſtanding 
The one ſingle word of it, relying upon my igno- 
FalſFrance of the language, aſked her huſband, 
orde whether any thing elſe than abſolute want of 
ſhipVthe neceſſaries of life in Europe could poſſibly 
y. |Finduce me, and many other ſtrangers, to come 
; bu to reſide in Africa? This remark ſhewed, that 
'S, t ſhe had conceived very indifferent notions of 
nigih ſtrangers; and was the more difficult for me 
2undilito digeſt, as they had given me a very mode- 
, who rate ſupper, conſiſting of ſtewed red cabbage, 
peo meat preſerved with pepper, and gritty bread. 
x ſhiß I mention this, however, only as a proof, that 
fron the Africans, ignorant of every thing beyond 
ut cd the limits of their own habitation, univerſally 
akin entertain moſt advantageous and flattering ideas 


vith reſpect to their own country. 


The next morning I arrived at Bay Falſe. 
The reſident there promiſed to perform his en- 
com gagement with Captain EK BERG, and like- 
wiſe conferred upon me immediately the poſt 
as ve of interpreter between him and the French, 
urope who came to that harbour. The politeneſs of 
ion this nation in conjecturing what one is going 
1edica to 


* 


of 
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to ſay, and at the ſame time correcting one in p 
the moſt inſinuating manner when one makez! 4 8 
uſe of an improper expreſſion in their lan. I h 
guage, was at this juncture extremely agrees. 


ble to me; and the more fo, as I had not the 3 ee 
leaſt knowledge of the dialect and terms in uſe a 
among them in India. In this kind of civility, , he 
which proceeds from a good diſpoſition as well ce 
as a good education, many of the inhabitant cc 
of the Cape, the fair ſex in particular, were th 
moſt lamentably deficient. On this account, an 


the Europeans are apt to conceive rather un. 
favourable ideas of the politeneſs of the Afri. 
can coloniſts. However this be, theſe latte 7 
learn very little of any foreign language, though of 
they are otherwiſe indefatigable in their appli th: 


cation to trade, and every thing that tends to ou 


their emolument; and although the income in 


of the whole colony, as well as the particulat In 
intereſt of moſt of the inhabitants, depend of 
entirely on their trade with foreigners. 3 bs 
flo 

The next day went back again to the Cape, hat 
to fetch my baggage from on board of ſbip anc 
and take leave of my friends. I could not ma 
help being tenderly affected at parting fron hac 
them, and indeed this was the laſt time that the 
I ſaw many of them. It was not till I had loſt mo 
ſight of the Swediſh colours, that I felt myſeliM tha 
an abſolute ſtranger on the African coaſt. | "rs 
rie 

During the few days, however, that I ye, tha 
had to ſtay in town, I enjoyed the greateſt fe. per 


licity in the company of an old Up/ſal chun or 
Dr. Tuux BRRG, now demonſtrator in that reię 
univerſity, whoſe taſte for botany had induced} was 
him to undertake a voyage to this remotell|s \ 
poinſ 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 
point of Africa. He travelled at the expence 
of ſome gentlemen in Holland, and had come 
hither with a Dutch ſhip a few days after me. 
Nothing could have happened more unexpect- 
edto him, than to fee in perſon at the Cape, 
a man whom, agreeable to the lateſt advices, 
he now ſuppoſed to be at Upſal, engaged in 
& courſes of academical lectures; and nothing 
could be more pleaſing to him, than to receive 
the letters which I brought him from his friends 
and relations: 


I was ſoon however obliged to return to 
Falſe-bay, by which means I loſt the company 
of my countryman, who alone could make 
the Cape for. me a little Sweden ; and render 
our favourite ſtudy, which we both applied to 
in common, ſtill more eaſy and delightful; 
In the meanwhile, perhaps none but a lover 
of natural hiſtory can imagine, what pleaſure 
we enjoyed together among the herbs and 
flowers. At firſt almoſt every day was a rich 
harveſt of the rareſt and moſt beautiful plants; 
and I had almoſt ſaid, that at every ſtep we 
made one or more new diſcoveries. And as I 
had many Swediſh friends, and particularly 
the great LIN Næ us, always preſent in my me- 
mory, every duplicate or triplicate of the plants 
that I gathered, gave me a ſenſible pleaſure ; 
though my covetouſneſs for myſelf and my 
friends, frequently induced me to gather more 
than I was able to attend to, and dry in a pro- 
} fe. per manner. This, doubtleſs, happens more 
or leſs to every botaniſt who travels into fo- 
that reign parts: but beſides this circumſtance, I 
ucel was not a little taken off, by my buſineſs with 
ot elf Vor. I. the 
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the reſident, from the more agreeable applica. | 
tion to my beloved ſcience. 


* 
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By this means I was often deprived of op- 3 b. 


portunities of inveſtigating ſome of thoſe plants i 13 
that I had collected: I therefore neglected no as 
opportunity of ſending to Sir C4 arLes Lin- WH 'S 


NAus duplicates of every thing J found, 10. 3 fo 
gether with my remarks upon them. Uafor. 1 
tunately this great man's illneſs, declining Ml uf 
years, and intervening death, have: prevented tn. 
us long from ſeeing them in print, in a Man- 


co 
tiſſa tentia. 1 Nut 


I was now to reſide in Falſe-bay wil the end A 
of the winter, which is called the bad ſoaſon 5 
* n Dutch, guaade mouſſon,) and is reckoned uy 

m the 5 of May till the 14th of Auguſb e 
It is not diſtinguiſhed by any particular degret Fan 
of cold; for we had frequently at this time nu 
the fineſt ſummer days. Once or twice there Mod 
fell ſome hail, but I never ſaw any ſnow. We ö * 
had ſometimes the moſt violent ſhowers oi Nie 
rain, and that moſtly ſor ſeveral days in com he 
tinuation, by which means the air was very Von 
ſenſibly cooled. We were not — a 


troubled with the north-weſt wind, and this 1s £4 
principally the reaſon why the Dutch ſhips, at 


out 
the time of year before-mentioned, have been * 
ordered to run into Table. bay, ever ſince the Non 


year 1722; when out of ten ſhips belonging 
to that nation lying there, eight were caſt on Wc © 
ſhore and loſt, This likewiſe has induced the 
Dutch company to have ready at hand every 
necellary for their ſhips, under the inſpection WW p 
of the Reſident at Falſe. bay. They have erecb pr e 
ed here an extenſive magazine, which at the Pine 
ſame 
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ca ſame time includes forges and baking-houſes, 1772. 
vith houſe-room for the workmen, who do the April. 
= whole duty of the guard, and are commanded 

op-. by a ſerjeant and two corporals. The flaugh- 

nts Bl ter-houſe makes a diſtin& building by itſelf, 

no as do likewiſe the Reſident's houſe and the 

-1N" hoſpital. About the time of my departure 

to. from Africa, they were building another large 

for. ¶ and handſome houſe for the accommodation 

ung of the Governor, when he chuſes to retire thi- 

ited ther for his pleaſure. Good freſh water is 

lan 1 conveyed from the neighbouring hill to a quay, 


2 


= 
VE 
2 
* 
A 
fl 


Wwhere it is very convenient for uſe. A tradeſ- 

man or two have got leave to build an inn here, 
end in which, however, there is not always room 
aſon and conveniencies ſufficient to receive all ſuch 
INed Was, after a long ſea-voyage, are deſirous of re- 
zult. reſhing themſelves on ſhore; the ſhips that 
gre and here being chiefly ſuch as contain not 
time much above twenty paſſengers. Board and 
Wodging are paid for here as at the Cape, from 
one rix-dollar to one and a half a day; a tolera- 


I HEY 
. 


s ol Hle good table is like wiſe uſually kept here, and 


com the attendance is none of the worſt. A per- 
ver) Won that wiſhes to go poſt from Falſe- bay to the 
ently Cape, a diſtance of about ſixteen miles, will 
nis ind it comparatively dear enough. Three or 
s, A four rix-dollars muſt be paid for a ſaddle- 
been Worſe, and from twelve to ſixteen for a wag- 
> the on; which is, for the molt part, inconveni- 
19100 Went, and uſually drawn by three or four pair 
ſt on Jof horſes, or elſe by the ſame number of 
d the Ipxen. 

every 

>Ction 


Excepting in the winter, Falſe- bay is ſeldom 


wor gr ever viſited by any ſhips, as the ſouth-eaſt 
ph ind, which prevails at every other time of 
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the year, makes this Bay in many reſpeQs in. 


convenient ; blowing with ſuch violence, as o 0 | 
cover two hills there with a thick layer of drift C 
ſand, all along from the ſtrand up to their 

very tops. This ridge of ſand is ſeen fron i 4 


afar from the mouth of the harbour, and ſerve; F 
as a beacon for ſhips; for Simon's-bay, which : 
is the place where they are to anchor, lies di 

realy from the eaſt, or ſomething more to the = .: 
ſouth. The breadth of Falſe-bay is not 0 ᷓ 


an 
great, but that in clear fine weather, one mai Ile 
ſee from Simon's-bay the lands laying eSpoſteff Int 


in the eaſt, or the Schaapen-Bergen (Sheep. 
Mountains) in Hottentots Holland; and with 2 tn. 
perſpective glaſs, one may even diſtinguiſh the 


houſes in the laſt mentioned place. 1 wy 
From the point of land, called the Cape off lot 
Good Hope, ſtraight on to the town t(elf, Wc 
there is extended a chain of hills, which, fol. tin 
lowing the courſe of the ſtrand in Simon's Wu 


bay, is continued to the northernmoſt part ot Pa: 
bottom of Falſe-bay; and afterwards, ſtriking of 
off to the weltward to Con/tantia, goes on ton 
the north of it, to join Table- Mountain, This TP; 
range of mountains, however, reckoning fronſ f = 
Simon's-bay, is intercepted in two places, viz con 
firſt, by means of a dale near Conſtantia ny 
through which the road goes to How!-bay;i Was 
and next, by a ſandy vale a little to the north 
of Simon? s-bay. Through this - vale there | 
a ſhort way between the weſtern and eaſter] 
coats; and in all probability it was former 
a ſmall ſtraight or ſound, which has been gra-] 
dually filled up by the winds and ſurge of the} 
ſea. The whole of the low lands, conſiſting cry 
of ſandy plains and tracks of heathy countrſi tt 
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in. to the eaſt of the town, was in all likelihood 
W formed in the ſame manner; and the Cape. of 
Good Hope was in the beginning an iſland, 
W which was not connected with the Tiger-Moun- 
om tain and ſhore of Hottentot's Holland, but by 


4. 1 degrees, and in the courſe of time. It is, in 
aich my opinion, particularly with ſand, ſea ſhells, 
. trunks of trees, and ſuch like rubbiſh, that 
"yy the ſea has thus encroached upon the land, 


and ſet itſelf narrower limits. To this the vio- 
maj i lence of the ſouth-eaſt wind contributes not a 
oli little, as it ſometimes tears up hedges, trees, 
and vegetables of all kinds by the roots, at 
the ſame time caſting up high ridges of ſand, 


| the Jas 1 mentioned before. 


oo, 9 


Even Table-bay is by degrees grown ſhal- 

lower; ſo that the houſe that is built by the 
ect, ſea-ſhore is now farther from 1t, and time after 
| fol time they have been obliged to lengthen the 
n via quay that has been made in the harbour. 
rt oi Farther, in reſpect to this circumſtance, I can 
King refer to the ſhells of different ſizes that I found 
n in the ſandy parts of a meadov a little below 
Thu Tiger-Mountain. A well-behaved and fenſible 
fron yeoman, CorNneLiuvs VekRvey by name, who 
g conducted me to this place, ſituated at the diſ- 
711119 tance of about two leagues from the ſea-ſhore, 
-ba) was of opinion, that the ſea-ſhells were left in 
nort\ that place, after the ſef had retired from it, 
Tc but were by no means brought thither by the 
ſtern Hottentots, as they could not poſſibly live there 
mer! Won account of the want of water. 


e of 


1 gra- ; | 
f tne The road between the Cape and Talſe- bay is 
ſting ery heavy, and even ſometimes dangerous. 


TY WAt this latter place, at the time that the ſouth- 


eaſt 
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caſt wind prevails, there is wont to be ſo high 
a tide, that the ſea, even at its loweſt ebb, 


at ſome places riſes up to the foot of the moun. 


tains, which partly encompaſs this extenſive 
harbour; ſo that one is obliged to travel for a 
long way (as it were) below the ſhore, though 


the ſurf or ſurge of the ſea often riſes above 


the nave of the wheels, and even into the 
body of the waggon ; nay, it ſometimes ſeems 
as it would carry out to ſea waggon, horſes, 
and all. For which reaſon they have in ge- 


neral extremely ſtrong and ſubſtantial wag- W 
gons, and ſteady horſes, that are accuſtomed i 
to this kind of work, together with ſober and 


ſkilful drivers, ſo that an accident of this kind 


cannot eaſily happen: relying upon theſe, peo. 
ple ſometimes even drive a little below the i 
ſea-ſhore, as the ſands are there prefſed down 
and even; whereas higher up they are looſe, 
deep, and heavy. In a large plain, that cloſes 


RES” 


1 


5 7 en 
3 352 


up the north ſide of Talſe- bay, there is a con- 


ſiderable field of ſand, through which the road 
his the violent rains, that fall in 
the winter ſeaſon, joined to a higher tide than 
uſual, are wont ſomctimes to lay entirely un.“ 
der water; fo that travellers are in danger of 


getting up to the middle in holes and pits. 
Some accidents of this kind happened the 


is carried. 


winter Iwas there. 


Ships of various nations, Engliſh, French, 


43 


* EA * 


and particularly the Dutch Eaſt— adam an | 
chored this ſeaſon in Simon's. bay. The prin- 
cipal officers and paitengers of this nation lodg- 


ed chickly with the reſident ; ſo that at meal-| 
times, various European dialects, together] 
with the languages uled in commerce with the} 

Indians, | 
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igh Indians, viz. the Malay, and a very bad kind 
bb, of Portugueſe, were ſpoken all at one time; 
un- ſo that the confuſion was almoſt equal to that 
ſive of the Tower of Babel. The diſſimilitude 
Ir a BY likewiſe in manners and behaviour was ſome- 
ugh times equally great. A circumſtance that oc- 
ove BY curred on this occaſion, and that appeared to 
theme rather ſingular, deſerves to be mentioned. 
ems When the ſtrangers of other nations began 
les, their deſert, two Dutch captains put on their 
ge- hats and lighted their pipes. Upon this I aſk- 
vag. ed ſome Dutchmen that ſat by me, whether 
med this was not looked upon as unuſual and im- 


and polite? I was anſwered, that tobacco was a 
«md more delicious defert, and had more charms 
peo- for an old failor, than cakes and ſweet-meats ; 
the and that this cuſtom is ſtill more practiſed in 
own IWF other places in the Eaſt-Indies. Indeed I ob- 
ole, ſerved at the Cape, that the Dutch commonly 


loſes wore their hats in the houſe, and that even in 
con- company, without its being looked upon as 
road the leaſt breach of politeneſs. At leaſt the 
in cuſtom, which is conſtantly practiſed in Eu- 
than rope, of carrying one's hat under one's arm, 


un- is ſtill more unnatural. This moſt undemably 


r of abſurd practice I never obſerved in the Eaſt- 
pits. Indies. 
the 
= We often enjoyed the company of Engliſh 
ladies, ſome of whom even ſtaid out our ele- 
nch, i gant deſert of pipes and tobacco. Some of 


an- theſe ladies came from the Eaſt-Indies, on 


>rin- WW their return from Europe, and ſome from 
odg- x England. The married ones, to ſee their 
1cal- Wh huſbands either at Bombay, Madras, or Bengal; 
ther the unmarried ones, to get huſbands. Some 
the of the former had not ſeen their huſbands for 


ans, f ſeveral 
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ſend for them before, for want of having ac- 


quired money enough to keep houſe in the 
expenſive manner requiſite in this part of the 
The latter ſeldom make the voyage in 


world. 
vain, being extremely welcome to ſuch of the 
ſingle men, as have had time to get a tolerable 
ſhare of the treaſures of India, but could not 
perſuade themſelves to wed the dark Indian 
beauties, (as many however are accuſtomed 
to do) and have not had leiſure to go to Eu- 


rope merely for the purpoſe of chuſing them. | 
It was therefore ſuppoſed, that 


ſelves wives. 
ſome of theſe beautiful travellers were actual. 
ly, in a manner, ſent for by commiſſion, though 
not inſerted in the invoice. 

Be that, however, as it may; they all in 
the mean while ſeemed highly deſerving of 
rich and good huſbands, as well for their 


courage and reſolution in venturing upon the 
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ocean, as for many other fine qualities they 


were poſſeſſed of. As they were always in the 


company and under the care of ſome reſpeQ- 


able married lady, nobody ſeemed to harbour f 


the leaſt doubt of their good conduct. 
this occaſion, the following anecdote deſerves 
to be mentioned. 


One of the ladies, who had ſome time be- 
fore paſſed by the Cape, had been ſent for to 


be married to a certain governor. He, as 
ſoon as ſhe arrived, was for pggforming his 
engagements immediately; but We lady po- 


ſitively refuſed, and finally gave as a reaſon 
for her conduct, that ſhe did not chuſe to de- 
ceive him; for during her voyage, ſhe had 

betrothed 
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Wvctrothed herſelf to the captain of the ſhip, 1772. 
ho however was baſe enough to retract his April. 


promiſe, although ſhe feared that their con- 


WE nc&ion had been productive of certain diſa- 


greeable conſequences. The governor repaid 


her frankneſs by the moſt generous condudt; 
2B . 

and was not at all ſurprized that ſhe ſhould ra- 
ther give her hand to a young fellow, who had 
beſides had the advantage of being on the ſpot, 
than wait in uncertainty for an elderly man, 
ho was an abſolute ſtranger to her, and was 
WE moreover at a diſtance from her. He there- 
fore married her himſelf without heſitation, af- 
ter having in vain endeavoured to perſuade her 
falſe lover to take this ſtep. 


The little iſland of Malagas in Falſe-bay, is 


Wparticularly reſorted to by penguins and ſeals ; 
Wand although Robben (or Seal Ifland) otherwiſe 


called Penguin Iſland in Table-bay, bears the 


name of theſe latter animals, yet they are ſel- 
dom found there now, ſince the iſland has 
been inhabited. But on Daſſen Iſland they are 


found in much greater quantities, inſomuch 
that ſometimes a general ſhooting party 1s 


made with advantage to deſtroy the ſeals there, 


for the ſake of their blubber. Their ſkins, 


Wthough very good in their kind, are to be had 


very cheap; and are, as far as I know, in re- 


queſt only among the boors for tobacco- 


pouches, for which they are extremely well 
calculated, as they keep the tobacco from 


growing dry I brought home with me the 


ſtuffed foetus Of a phoca from the Cape. It is 


ot the ſame ſpecies with thoſe that I inveſtigat- 
ed together with Meſſrs. FoxsTrr, and eat 
at New Zeeland, Terra Del Fuego, and the 
Southern 
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1972. Southern Thule, When the train-oil was ſepa. 1 * 
April. rated, the fleſh was really good and eatable, F. 


WI eſpecially as in thoſe places we could get nothing W 


better: we imagined indeed, that it taſted like $ ca 
beef, but it mult be owned that it had a diſa. ar 
greeable black hue. b til 

I have opened the inteſtines of divers phoce, 4 5 
and always found them empty, excepting a lit. 
tle ſand and ſmall ſea- ſhells, together with i of 
few ſtones from the ſize of a nut to that of an {co 
egg. The reaſon of this emptineſs of the bow. ll © fo 
els may have been, either that theſe creatures Iſte 
have very ſtrong digeſtive powers, ſo as ſpeedi. Wvc 
ly to diſſolve the fea animals on which they Di. 
probably live, or elſe, that during their dwell. W Im. 
ing and copulating on ſhore, they abſtain for 2 Ivy, 


long time from all food whatever. | th 


8 wi 


ki 

Various ſorts of /ea-j/ are taken at the cl p. 

and Falſe-bay. At the latter place they had fo 

juſt caught the electric ray-//,. (raia tor pedo) fc. 

but unluckily I chanced to be abſent, while it on 

was yet alive, and experiments were made da 

with it. Out of ſeveral that touched it, every 

one had felt (as it were) a ſtrong electric ſhock, an 

1 the reſident only excepted, who could handle wi 
= this fiſh without the leaſt inconvenience. Whe- ob 
= ther he was in like manner inſenſible to ordi- bu 
4 nary eleQricity, he had never tried; but it was i 
1 very likely that this was the caſe, particular- I 
| 


. 

- 
8 
— 
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ly as we find an inſtance in MusscHENBROEK's Ha 

Int roduct. to Nat. Phil. $. 832, No, 3, of three m. 
perions, who were found to be èexempt from 
the operation of electricity, though the expe- 

riment was made on them more than once. 1a 
am beſides acquainted with a certain man, who 
ſeems | 


CAPE oF GOOD HOPE. 


Re to poſſeſs a great antielectric power. 


Vith the zorpedo, and related in the Philoſophi- 
cal Tranſactions for the years 1773, 74, 75, 
and 76, there appears to exiſt an incontrover- 
able analogy between electricity and the above- 
b mentioned fiſh, - 


oe, 
tf The cancer norvegicus, a kind of lobſter, is 
th J ou eaten in the Bay. A fort of ſnail or 


I or klipkaus ( Haliotis, L1NN.) from half a 
I foot to a foot and a half diameter, is uſually 


ow. 

ures Wicwed, but makes in my opinion a very unſa- 
edi- WF voury diſh. The ſame may be ſaid of the /e- 
they pia * and the ſepia octopodia, which are 
well. 3 made into ſoup, and are known to our ſailors 


for a by the name of blackiſh, and ſea-cats, and to 
1 1 the Engliſh by the name of cuttle-fijh. A ſmall 
= kind of oyſter is hkewiſe found in a particular 
Cape ſpot i in the Bay, and is kept by the governor 
had for his own table. As to muſcles I ſaw but 
bedo) WF few of them; but in Table-bay, below the Li- 
ile it on-Mountaia, they are found in great abun- 
nade dance, and have a delicious taſte. The myx- 
very ine glutinoſa, was not eaſy to be diſcovered 
ock, among the vermes; it is like an eel or a ſnake 
indle with a flat tail. Its mouth was formed by an 
N he- WW oblong opening under its noſe, not tranſverſe, 
ordi- but longitudinal in the direction of its body, 
t was with double and moveable jaws well furniſhed 
ular- with teeth. The bite of it is reported to oc- 
EK 's calton a diſagreeable tumour, but not to be 
three mortal. 


from 

pe- Among the vegetables that I found in Bay- 
e. If allo, the cunonia capenſis was almoſt the larg- 
Who eſt 

ſeems 
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From the reſult of many experiments made April- 
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1772. eſt tree there, though barely twice or three i 
| April. times the height of a man. It grows near the 
1 water, and contains in its peculiar /tipal. bivalu. 3 
4 ſagittat. a cream-like matter to appearance, but 3 
in fact a viſcid or gummy ſubſtance. Various I 
fephore bloomed here towards the ſpring, and 

required a good foil: but on the /ophora all = 
Jis, there was found 1n particular a new ſort 1 

viſtum in great abundance. The anten 

æthiopica grew from three to ſix feet in height, 1 
with beautiful red flowers, being always found! 3 
at no great diſtance from the ſhore, and chiefly 
in the ſhade of other plants. I met with it af. 
terwards in the woods near the Cape, particu: Y 
larly in the Howniquas. The antholyza maura*, 
remarkable for its flowers, half white and half E 
black, I found on one ſpot only of the moun- 
tain near one of the rivulets, that trickle down WR 
juſt before the ſlaughter-houſe. A very ſmall Wi 
triandrous plant (Haminibus monadelphis) with 
comparatively large but beautiful yellow flow- 
ers, in the fine part of the day adorned a large 
plat of ground with its open bloſſoms, which“ 
however at other times were ſo entirely cloſed, 
as almoſt to diſappear. The calla ethiopica 
delighted chiefly in moiſt places near the ſea- 
ſhore, and was in flower the whole winter. | 
Protcas, ericas, corn! iſes, gnaphaliums, gnidias, 2 
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"i echias, phyllicas, brunias, and periplocas, two g 1 
4 varieties of the myrica cerifera, together with 
4 eliffortias, theſias, polygalas, hermannias and a/- Wt 
4 ters, were ſtrewed promiſcuouſly over the dry 7 
+ places on the declivity of the mountain. A- 
5 mong theſe ſome reſtios ſeemed quartered on : 

bv c: 
/ 1 * ' his compoſes now a new genus, mY is called by Dr. 7 d 


Thunberg the wittenia maura. 
* „ the | 
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ler. S moreas, oxaliſes, meſembryanthemums, antirrhi- 
lown nume, and even various beautiful ſmall iriſes, 
ſmall MW 
with Wt 
flow. WM 
large 
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the bare ſand, together with divers meſembryan- 1772. 
themunms. The hyobanche ſanguinea, a paraſitic April. 
plant, towards ſpring, began to throw out its 
ond red tufts of flowers in the naked ſand; an 
ermum or two, as well of the arberods 
1s Herbe Kind, were now and then like- 
wiſe found Tu the bare ſand. Arctotides, calen- 
glas, and othonnas, throve chiefly in ſandy 
places. On the mountain beſides proteas, 
G 671114, dioſmas, ericas, and the ſzilbe, we 
found indigoforas, erinujes, ſelages, manulias, 
Fenn of different kinds, together with many 
Fun i plants. We likewiſe found greens 


and kitchen-garden plants in great plenty 


at this inauipicious time of the year. To- 
wards ſpring, divers ſorts of ixias gladioluſes, 


ſeveral inches high, with the corolla partly 
white and partly blue, began to puſh out of 
the ground. 


Of the partly known and partly quite new 
plants which we met with at this ſpot, ſome 
were rather uncommon, others again was not 
to be found again in the other places I viſited 
in Africa, Every diſtrict has always ſome. 
thing peculiar to itſelf: no wonder then, if 
Dr. ThuxBtrG and I ſhould have paſſed over 
various ſpecimens of the _— tribe un- 
noticed, and the common ſaying, Semper ali- 
| quid novi ex Africa, ſhould ſtill hold good for 
many years to come. Botaniſts, therefore, 
muſt not expect in this place a more accurate 
catalogue of plants, which would be too te- 
dious a buſineſs; but content themſelves with 
acquiring, 
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Lil 1772. acquiring, en paſſant, as it were, and at 2 
April- diſtance, by means of the preceding liſt, ſome 


r 


* 


1 idea of the country, jult as it is, covered with 
1 the herbs and trees moſt commonly found in 
> it on different ſpots, and at different times of i 
j the year. $3 
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2 dence at Alphen near Conſtantia, till the Au- 
thor's Trip to Paarl. 


. 
. 


HEN the winter was paſt, and the 1772. 
VV ſhips now preferred anchoring in Ta- April. 
Ple-bay, I went with the reſident to an eſtate Nah 
pf his called Alphen, fituate in the neighbour- 
hood of Conftantia, about three miles from it, 
nd nearly half way between Table and Simon's- 
Way. Before we could get over the moun- 
: ainous part of this road, we obſerved a troop 
pf baboons very nimbly clambering up the 
ſteep rocks, and ſcouring away as faſt as they 
Could to ſave themſelves from our hounds, 
vw bich ſet aftef them in full cry. On the plain 
Pefore us we ſaw a large flock of flammingos 
Lhanicopt. ruber) a ppecies of bird of the 
rane kind (grallæ) ſeeking their food in pools 
Ind puddles that were beginning to dry up. 
As they Were larger than our cranes, and of a 
I now- white colour, with their wings oke a flam. 
Ing roſy hue, it is eaſy to imagine, what an 
porceable appearance they made on the green 
eld, clad in ſo beautiful a Iivery.. After this 
bur road was over a ſandy plain, a place that, 
 C Turing part of the winter, one is obliged to 
Wade over, as it then lies under water. We 
When came to a field overgrown with a great 
any different forts of heath and other ſhrubs 


and 


BE 
* 
"oh "BY 


OE ang 


HE Ie? 
EY 


e 
2 TN GH 
8 


y EXT 
SE k 


. = > ran 8 ESE 3 VE 
r „„ RNS 
e 3 
. es ICS <3 . 
* 4 * 4 


. * 
A 


* XL 
bs 


oa 8 8 8 7 Sn. 3 
I by 4 9 


5 7 A. os 3 as 8 
1 1 3 


* . 


— 


+ 
SE 2'V 
1 o 


2 Me 
9 


ALS — 
2 . . ̃ d 


uf we | „ 
: — — 8 N. — En = = — Bo <Q 4 a 4 £ * — 


. 


32 


1772. 
April. 


A VOYAGE To THE 


and buſhes, with ſome ſmall trees of the orally 1 q 
kind. Part of the flowers and herbs that wer: 
ſcattered among theſe ſhrubs, I found latein 
than in Talſe-bay; probably by reaſon, that u 
this latter place they were brought forward ? F 
partly by the vapours ariſing from the ſea, and 
partly by the ſun-beams reflected upon th: © 
mountains. On the other hand, divers ixia, 
gladioluſes, moreas, hyacinths, cyphias, mela A 
thias, albucas, oxaliſes, aſperugos, geraniun 
monſonias, arctotiſes, calendulas, wachendorfuu, F 
and the ardtopus—lome of them never, fon: - 
of them rarely ſeen in the Bay, were nou 6 
found every where by the road -ſide in ther oy 
greateſt beauty. The pleaſure enjoyed by: 
botaniſt, who finds all at once ſo rich a collec 


> = 8 n » £2 EW. 
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tion of unknown, rare, and beautiful verna © 
flowers, in ſo unfrequented a part of the worse = 
is caſier to be conceived than deſcribed, |* 5 
was now quite impatient to get to the end oi 7 
my journey, however agreeable it was other. _ C 
wiſe. At length we arrived at the reſident 2285 
country - ſeat, and I did not delay a moment toi By 


procure myſelf a ſtill more delightful recreati' 
on, viz. that of walking out to reconnoitr' n 
ſuch plants as were yet unknown to me. gt 


to 

The premiſes are very well built, and con Th. 
tiguous to them is a pretty extenſive garden uh 
and a conſiderable vineyard, which increaſe Nee 
yearly in ſize. But there is hardly an acre ol, « tk 


arable land to be found in the whole neigh 


bourhood ; nor did the owners of the vineyard = 
here think it worth their while to troubl Wh 
themſelves about the culture of it, but wer ſi 


then, viz. towards the end of the month ol 


Auguſt, buſied in digging about their vine# 
Rock 
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& ſtocks, and planting new. 


They never deſtroy 
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their vine-plants ; that is, they do not let them Api. 


run up to any height, but cut them down low, 


and generally ſurround their vineyards and 


I fruit-trees with hedges, in order to ſhelter 
And 4 


them the better from the wind. A ſmall ſpe- 
cies of curculio in particular, did infinite da- 
mage to the vine-buds, and the tender leaves. 
They were therefore very buſy in plucking this 
inſect from the plant as ſoon as ever it appear- 
ed, and as ſoon as they could poſſibly get at 


it; the only means yet known of preventing 


the ravages of this creature. 


As ſummer was now approaching, the exa- 
cum and the * gentiana exacoides began to cover 
round with yellow patches; and, many 
ſorts of ſhrubs of the extenſive genus of aſpa- 
lathus, came out by degrees with their yellow 
bloſſoms. But the protea argentea, or the ſil- 
ver-tree, as it is called, exhibited the whole 
year throughout its gloſſy White, or filver gray 
leaves. This tree has at Grit a very uncom- 
mon, and indeed bcœautiful appearance. I am 
of opinion, however, that.we ſhould not chuſe 
to change for it our delightful aſpen-groves, 
The filver-tree ſcarcely ever grows higher than 


twenty feet; and if 1 remember right, I have 
been informed, that they arrive at this height 


in twelve to fifteen years, But in a rich ſoil 


IF this tree grows twice. as quick, and is the 
largeſt of all the protea kind. 
them are found planted near ſome of the farms; 
but we ſeldom meet with any that have grown 
th of 
vine 
oc 


One or two of 


wild of themſelves in theſe parts, though a 


* Now the ſebœa exacoides, 
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little grove of them is ſeen near Con/tantia, 


For this reaſon it has been ſuppoſed, that the 


ſilver-tree was tranſplanted hither from the 
beginning; yet no one has been able to in- 
form me from what place it firſt came: proba. 


bly it was brought from the borders of Ana- 
maqua ; for I now travelled over the whole 
north-eaſt ſide of Hottentots Holland, without 
finding it either in its wild ſtate or planted, 
In the mean while, as it is the largeſt of all 
the proteas, and indeed almoſt of all the tree; 
indiginous at the Cape, it is remarkable, that 
together with ſome others it has not attracted 
the attention of government to the planting of 
it, eſpecially as they cannot be 1gnorant that 
the conſumption of wood ſtores, as well tor 
the uſe of the ſhips as that of the town, daily 
increaſes faſter than they can be ſupplied by 
their reſources, It is chiefly from the level 
ground near the ſhore, that the company at 


preſent fetches its wood, which conſiſts chiefly 
of two ſmall and crooked ſorts of protea. That 
wood is dear at the Cape, may be concluded, 
from the circumſtance of private perſons ra- 
ther finding their account in getting it fron 
the mountains by means of ſlaves; though 1 
takes up one of theſe a whole day to get a 
moderate load of ſhrubs and dry branches of 
trees, the value of which is generally th 
fourth part of a rixdollar. And indeed it i 
ſo far fortunate for the Dutch in a place fo 
bare of wood, that a fire is not wanted i 
this country, excepting for dreſling of vic 
tuals, lighting their pipes, and the women“ 


ſtoves. 
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Alphen, or the farm where I paſſed this 
ſummer, was on the ſouthern ſide of 'Table- 
Mountain, about a mile and a half from the 
foot of it. The mountain ſeems here, as well 
as at 'Table-Bay, level at the top, though there 
it has conſiderable inequalities. In the rainy 
ſeaſon large pools of water are found upon it, 
but by no means any lake, as ſome pretend. 


When a cloud covers this range of mountains, 


and the north-weſt wind blows, it ſhould ſeem 
that this ſame wind mult inevitably drive the 


cloud over the neighbouring plains on the other 


or ſouth fide of theſe mountains, at the ſame 


time cauſing it to rain there; but on the con- 


trary, the fact is, that it never does rain there; 
a circumſtance that, without doubt, like all 


other natural phenomena, has its real and cer- 
tain foundations in nature. 
ble ſolution that occurs to me is this, that the 
vapours, which are driven up from the ſea by 
the north-weſt wind, gather round the moun- 
= tain in conſequence of their being attracted 


The moſt proba- 


by it, and there remain as long as they pre- 
ſerve any degree of rarefaction; but when at 
length they become more and more denſe and 
preſſed together, ſo as neceſſarily rather to 


T yicld to the greater force of the wind than to 
the attractive power of the mountain, they 


are carried away too quick to fall in rain di- 
rectly at the foot of the mountain; a circum- 


ol ſtance that does not happen before they reach 


the other ſide of Zout Riwvier. 


Having ſeveral times in my walks been, 
' without any reaſon, apprehenſive of being 
Z vetted through by the above-mentioned cloud, 
at length I reſolved to aſcend the mountain, in 
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order 
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order to ſee how things were fituated. The 
weather was at that time fine at the bottom of 
the mountain, and the wind pretty ſtill ; but 
at the upper edge of the mountain I met with 
ſeveral guſts of wind, which precipitated, as 
it were, down upon me, moiſt and cold, and 
with a ſenſible violence. The temperature of 
the air, with which I was ſurrounded for about 
three quarters of an hour, varied according 
as the weather changed from fine to hazy, 
and from that to drizzling or downright rain, 
The barrenneſs of the mountain and the cold— 
neſs of its air, together with the ſmall number 
of plants upon it, and thoſe ſtunted by the cli- 
mate; nay, the rainy weather itſelf, all com- 


bined to form around me a backward autumn. 


From this ſpot, however, I had an agreeable 


ſummer proſpect towards the bottom of the 


mountain, viz. the verdant plains lying round 
about it, enlightened and warmed by the ge- 
nial rays of the ſun. At the bottom of this 
range of hills there ſeemed to ſhoot out many 
roundiſh oblong ridges, pretty nearly of the 
ſame form, and parallel to each other, and 
ſeparated by a. like number of dales, at the 
bottom of ſeveral of which ran the water pre- 
viouſly collected by the mountain, and deſtined, 
as it were, to water the plains. A number 
of green trees and ſhrubs, which had planted 


themſelves along the fides of theſe rills, form- | : 


ed a beautiful girdle on the declivity of the 
mountain, and on the hillocks projecting at 


the foot of it. Several neat compact farms . 


ſcattered up and down, the houſes belonging 
to which were white with Black roofs, at the 
ſame time that the grounds were laid out in a 
regular and judicious manner with verdant 

orchards | 
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orchards and vineyards, lay diſtinctly open to 
the eye in all their reſpective ground-plots, 
forming a moſt natural as well as beautiful 
picture. Next to theſe, a little further on, 
were ſeen pale and bleak tracts of heath, 
among which were ſtrewed, as it were, various 
plots of ſand, together with ſandy roads wind- 
ing about in a ſerpentine form, and waggons 
and timber-tugs creeping along them with a 
ſluggiſh motion. Theſe extenſive plains were 
bounded by Tyger-mountain and the ſhores of 
Hottentots Holland, Next to theſe, but farther 
on, were ſeen other mountains, which, ac- 
cording to the diſtance at which they were 
placed, grew more and more indiſtinct, till 
they entirely diſappeared in the clouds. From 
hence too, beſides ſeveral pools of rain-water, 
a great part of the creek which forms Falſe- 
bay, was ſeen, This, from its calmneſs and 
diſtance, appeared at that juncture as ſmooth 
as a looking-glaſs; at the ſame time that it 
was terminated by the ocean, or rather, ac- 
cording to the appearance it made in my eyes, 
by the horizon itſelf, | | 


From the miſt, or fog, which furrounded 
me on the mountain, I perceived at times 
ipecks of clouds ſnatched off by the north- 
welt wind, and driving along with violence 
through the air both above and below the ſpot 
then ſtood upon, and directly followed by 
their ſhadows formed upon the fame plains, 
In a word, this extenſive and delightful ſpec- 


tacle was as enchanting as it was ſingular. 


Being not uſed to run any great riſks, I did 
not venture ſo far out as I would have wiſhed, 
in order to examine the top of 'Table-moun- 

tain 
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1772. tain on this ſide ; j for, as it grew towards dark, 


April. 


I. might have eaſily loſt my way, and fall a 


thele parts in great numbers, and at night are 
very bold and daring. A little while before 
they had committed ravages in a farm yard 


juſt below the mountain; I likewiſe heard 


their howlings the ſame evening about duſk, 
from the very place where, two hours before, 
I had been botanizing. That very day, at 
broad day-light, I narrowly eſcaped being 
plundered by a troop of ſlaves, that had ſome 
time before run away from their maſters, and 
who were {ſuſpected at that time to have their 
haunts about Table- mountain. A fire that! 
found there newly extinguiſhed, was probably 
ſome of their reliques. Still, however, the 
beautiful proſpe& that I have juſt been de- 
ſcribing, would perhaps have kept me longer 
on the mountain, if I had not begun to feel a 
kind of ſtiffneſs and rheumatic pains in my 
limbs, owing to my having got into a cold air 


at the top of the mountain all in a ſweat and 
too lightly clad. This probably would have 
had ſerious conſequences, if I had not acci- 
dentally wrought myſelf into a moſt violent 


ſweat; the fact was, that in my deſcent, wiſh- 


ing to examine ſome of the cloſeſt thickets on 
the fides of the rills, that trickle down the 
mountain, ] went out of the right path, and 


* 


prey to leopards and hyænas, which frequent 3 


got into a very thick over-grown coppice, ſo 


that I could not without the greateſt difficulty 
extricate myſelf from it. 


Some time before this, or in the beginning i 
of September, I rode to town to take leave of, 


KC 


Dr. ThuxBERG, who was going to take 1 | re: 


long 
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and 
twenty. mY | 
not to anſwer me, though certainly ſome of 
them underſtood me extremely well, 
, the il 
to drink, I aſked them the way in tolerable 
good Dutch; on the contrary, they conferred 
& with each other in broken Portugueſe or Ma- 
t and i 
have 
acci- 8 
olent | 
with- 
ts on 
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9 that caſe I could not have ſpoken with him; 
for every body in this country is obliged to 
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long journey up the-country, at the expence 
of the Dutch Eaſt-India company. I ſtaid at 
his houſe rather late in the evening, which oc- 
caſioned me in my way home to be caught in 


the dark and to miſs my way. I therefore rode 


up to a farm-houſe to enquire for the road, 
and from the information I got, thought to 
find my way home : but, it beginning to rain, 


and the darkneſs increafing, I took a bye-road, 
EZ which led me to an elegant houſe, the proper- 
ty of a private gentleman. 
© out the attacks of a number of dogs, there 


After I had ſtood 


came out a heap of flaves, from ſixteen to 
Theſe fellows were ſo malicious as 


and 
though, after having promiſed them ſomething 


lay, in ſuch a manner, as to make me ſuſpect, 


that they had no better will towards me, than 


they have to others of a different nation from 
themſelves, who are accuſtomed to ſell them 
here, after having partly by robbery and open 
violence, and partly in the way of bargain or 
purchaſe, got them from their native country, 
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and thus eventually brought them to the griev 


ous evils they then ſuſtained. Had the maſter 
of the houſe been at this time at home, of 
which however I much doubt, it would have 
made very little difference to me, as even in 


bolt the door of his chamber at night, and 
Keep loaded fire- arms by him, for fear of the 
revengetul diſpoſition of his flaves. This be- 

ing 
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ing the caſe, it was {till eafier for them ts 
murder me, and afterwards conceal the deed 
by burying my body, or drag it into a thicket 
to be devoured by wild beaſts; I therefore 
took again to the road, in ſcarch of a beitet 
fate. To this end I gave my horſe the bridle, 
in hopes that he would hit upon the right road 

better than myſelf. In ne of this he f 
made ſuch uſe of his liberty, to quit all the n 
beaten tracks, perhaps with a view to find the n 
ſhorteſt way home: ſo that | foon found my. ie 
ſelf in a heavy marſhy ground, overgrown with f 
buſhes, and full of brooks and rivulets, till at n 
length he made a ſudden leap, on which ve fi 
both tumbled head over heels into a pit, and 0 
parted. My horſe's ſudden flight gave me c 
reaſon to fear, that ſome wild beaſt being near it 
us was the occafion of it; for which reaſon, F tl 


+ £a ©, cans A 


not thinking myſelf over and above ſecure, I cc 


immediately prepared to defend myſelf with 2 ni 
large knife, which I generally carried about e 
me for the purpoſe of digging up the roots of F. 
3 The beſt ſtep I could now take, was, »\ 
ike many more foot-paſſengers, to make up FF an 
to ſome farm-yard, and run the riſk of being WF ca 
torn to pieces by great dogs, which are le: th 
looſe at night for the purpole of keeping off al\ 
thieves.  'To paſs the night in the open air, at it 
a time when the weather ſeemed ſet in for lee 
rain, Was as diſagreeable as dangerous. I pa 
the mean time I took to walking about, to fry 
keep myfelt warm. In the ſpace of a few Bide 
minutes, after I had gone over a little hill, 1 is 
found myſelf near a farm-houſe. It being ble 


wh 


dark, I was obliged to conſider ſome time be. 4 

fore 1 could know it again to be my own fix 

houſe. 1 found my horſe alrcady at the ſtable-I | gro 
door, 
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m to door, ſtanding quite ſtill and quiet, and was 1772. 
deed lucky enough into the bargain, to be able to April. 
icket | 3 conceal the whole adventure from the family, * 
efore as the particular footing on which I was at that 

zerter time required. 

ridle, D 

road Conſtantia is a diſtrict conſiſting of two 

is he farms, which produce the well-known wine ſo 

11 the much prized in Europe, and known by the 

d the name of Cape or Conſtantia- wine. This place 

my. is ſituated at the diſtance of a mile and a half 


with from Alphen, in a bending formed by, and 
till at nearly under the ridge of hills, which comes 
-h ve from Meuiſen-mountain, and juſt where it ſtrikes 
„ and off towards Howut-bay. One of theſe farms is 
e me called Little Conſtantia, Here the white Con- 
7 neat ſtantia wine is made. The other produces 
eaſon, the red. According to M. DE La Cair's ac- 
ure, ! count, not more than ſixty /iggars of red, and 
vith 2 ninety of the white Conſtantia wine are made, 
about each /iggar being reckoned at fix hundred 
ots of French pints, or about one hundred and fift 
„vas, Swediſh cans; ſo that the whole produce 
de up amounts to twenty-two thouſand five hundred 
being WF cans. As the company are uſed to keep one 
re let third of this for themſelves, the remainder is 
ng of always beſpoke by the Europeans long before 
air, at it is wade, At the Cape this wine is ſeldom 
in fot {cen at table, partly becauſe it is dear, and 
is. Ia partly becauſe it is the produce of the coun- 
ut, to try. The red Conſtantia wine ſells for about 
a feu ſixty rix-doltars the half awin ; but the white 
hill, II is uſually to be purchaſed at a more reaſona- 
being! ble rate: otherwiſe the price of the common 
e be. white wine at the Cape is from ten to ſeventy 
own '1xdollars the liggar, according to the year's 
ſtable-W growth and the demand that is for it. They 
door, ö make 
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make beſides, in the environs of the Cape, 9 


Burgundy, Madeira, Moſelle, Muſcadel wine, 
ſo called from ſome analogy they bear to the 
European wines of the ſame name, as well az 


from the reſpective places in Europe whence 


the vine-ſtocks were firſt brought. Theie 
wines are at a proportionably higher price than 


the ordinary white. As the Cape wines, in 


conſequence of the great demand from the 


ſhips, have all a quick ſale, they are ſeldom to 


be found of any age; otherwiſe by. longer 
keeping, together with better care, and a lelz 
liberal uſe of ſulphur, they would doubtleſ; 


be equally good with the beſt European wines | 


The genuine Conſtantia wine is undeniably 1.4 
very racy and delicate deſert wine, and has 


ſomething peculiarly agreeable in the flavour 
of it. That its {uperiority is not owing to am 
thing peculiar in the manner of preparing 1t, | 
am fully convinced; for then, without doubt, 
a great deal more of it would be made. Bu 
the fact is, that the genuine wine can only be 
produced by certain particular ſoils. The 


diſtricts that lie next to theſe yield merely the 


common Cape wine, notwithſtanding that they 


have been planted with vine- ſtocks taken from 


this, as well as with ſome brought from the 


banks of the Rhine, whence it is ſuppoſed that i; 
the true Conſtantia ſort originally comes; nay, 
even though all the vineyards about Conſtan- 
tia ſeem to have the ſame ſoil. We have in- 
ſtances at the Cape, as well as in Europe, that 
good grapes fometimes produce a bad wine; 
while, on the other hand, bad grapes will 


yield a good fort of wine : therefore, towards| 


making wine of a certain quality, beſides finer 
materials, there muſt be certain conditions andi 


circum} 
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ape, BW circumſtances,: which, by a diligent and ratio- 1772. 
ine, nal inveſtigation, might probably be explored April. 
the to the great benefit of mankind. 
M 3 | 
ence BF Such as are apprized in what quantities 
heſe Conſtantia wine is conſumed in Europe, have 
than perhaps already remarked, that my calcula- 
„ in tion of the produce of the above - mentioned 
the vine is too limited. This, however, is by no 
m to means the caſe ; the overplus being the pro- 
ner duce of avarice, which, goaded on by the de- 
a les Wire of gain, will always hit upon ſome me- 
til; Mthod of ſatisfying the demands of luxury and 
ues. ſenſuality. The votaries of theſe, accuſtomed 
ly go be put off with empty ſounds, do not ſel- 
has dom drink with the higheſt reliſh, an imagi- 
ou nary Conſtantia, with which, however, this 
O al) liquor has nothing in common beſides the 
it, mere name. It is therefore adviſeable, even 
oubt, Wat the Cape itſelf, to take care, that whilſt one 
But has a genuine ſample given one to taſte, one 
ly be is not made to pay for a made- up red Conſtan- 


The Wtia, which otherwiſe is in general ſold for half 
y the the price. When a vine of this Kind has been 
they (as it uſually is) meliorated by a voyage, and 
from Wat the ſame time chriſtened with the pompous 
1 the Iname of genuine Conſtantia, of which it has 
1 that indeed in ſome meaſure the flavour, it eafily 


na), b tells for ſuch in Europe. 


1 {tan- ; I N 
ve m. This ſummer likewiſe I viſited Haut- bay. 
„ that The direct road to it goes through a narrow 
1 Jvale, from which the harbour is ſupplied with 
s wil 


freſh water, by means of a little river or ſtream 
ward covered with palmites, a kind of acorus with 
; finct' a chick ſtem and broad leaves, which grow 
18 and ut from the top, as they do in the palin-tree, 
rcun'Y a cir- 
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a circumſtance from which the plant takes 


name. Theſe palmites are found in gre 


abundance in moſt rivers and ſtreams, which 


they block up more or leſs by means of thei 
ſtems and roots intertwining with each other 


On the other hand, this ſame Hout- bay has ver 


little title to the name it bears; as, in direct 
contradiction to the ſignification of it, ther 
is and ſeems ever to have been, a great def 


ciency of timber "Irs bruſhwood in that plac 


Conſidered as a harbour, this bay ſeemed 
me to be ER narrow, and at the ſam 
time too open to the ſouth wind. The an 
chorage, however, was good; at leaſt, I wa 
ſo mormed by two filkermen I met wil 
there. A lean of ſand is driven up by th 
ſea to the fartli<it part of the bay, and then 
a; peared to form a ſhoal of a conſiderabl 
extent, by which means the river aboye-men 
tioned is not a little blocked up. Ibis fan 


was at that time very looſe at many places, 


that one could not walk upon it without dar 


ger of being drowned in the water that lM 
under it. In time, perhaps, the apertut 


will be entirely filled up, ſo as to become f 
lid. Anook in a mountain on the welt ſided 


the bottom of the bay is entirely covered wit 
ſand, which probably has been carried up from 
the ſtrand by the violence of the wind fro 
the ſea, The eaſt ſide is compoſed of a ite 
mountain, which reaches to the brink of ta 
water, while the weſtern ſhore is very much 
coverel] with large looſe granites, There a 
nevertheleſs, very good Janding-places hen 1 
tor boats. In other reſpects the harbour 
inconvenient, as well in reſpect to the gu 
of wind that come from the noun Me 
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ces, | s in Fal/e-bay, viz. of fteenbocks, the aniilope 


Vinmia of PaLLAs, and of Klip-ſpringers, 
Which, however, I have not had an opportu- 


it dar 


nat la 
erturi 


me (6 
ſide d 


ed will 


p freu 
d 1 among the buſhes, which is beſt done by 
a "ic WFounds ; at which time the ſportſman mult 


Ake care to be ready with his gun. They are 


l Wkewiſe caught with ſnares placed at the en- 
ere ar 


es hel 


of th 
y much ; 
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From the want of a convenient watering-place, 1772. 


nd a wind to carry the ſhips out to ſea, 


2 
AM : 


A farm with plantations of vines lay a few 
ones throw higher up in the vale. The own- 


Er, a European, was the only one in Africa 
ho had ſenſe enough to make uſe of aſſes; 
Scing of opinion, that as they were more ſer— 
Ficeable in hilly countries as beaſts of burden, 
Ind at the ſame time-their food, conſiſting of 


Mrubs and the coarſer kinds of graſs, was ea- 
Per to be procured, they were better adapted 


* 
* 
2 


9 


Fo that part of the world than horſes. I had 
ere a haſty glimpſe of a little black qua- 
Pruped, in ſhape approaching neareſt to the 
Otter, which ran and hid itſelf in a heap of 
tones. 


The game here, and in the country about 
onſtantia, conſiſts chiefly of ſmall antilopes, 


ity of examining near; likewiſe of diving 
oats, ſo called from a peculiar manner they 


ave of leaping and diving, as it were, under 


e buſhes. Ihe method of hunting theſe 
all antilopes is to drive them from their co- 


ance into vineyards and kitghen-gardens. 


heſe ſnares are faſtened to the top of an 
bout aſtic branch or bough of a tree, one end of 
le gu 
ains, 3 

tron 


Fhich is made quite faſt in the earth, and the 


her being bent downwards, 1s attached very 
lightly 
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ſhghtly to a board, which is laid on the ground, (4 
and covered a little with earth. It 1s farther| th 
ſo contrived, that when the animal treads on = 
the board, this gives a little ſwing, upon which 3 
the elaſtic bough flies looſe, and draws the} Fi 
ſnare over one or two of the animal's legs, Þ 
the ſame time lifting the creature up along m 
with it into the air, ſo that it remains hang to 
ing there. Among other animals I ſaw her ha 
ichneumons (viverra ichneumon) and civet ca go 
(viverra genetta) caught in traps near farm ty 
houſes. They were ſomething bigger than 1Wſer 
common cat, and have a bad name with houſe ſor 
wifes for making great havock among the thi 
poultry and eggs; though, on the other hand all 
they do a great deal of ſervice by deſtroyin W tet 
the larger kind of rats. In the more gener ſo 
economy of nature, theſe animals are ſti for 
more ſerviceable; more ſo indeed than th pai 
people at the Cape are capable of diſtinguiſh. 
ing, or know how to turn to their advantage |! 
The river Nile and Egypt itſelf for inſtance, thi: 
would be full of pores if their eggs wen is f 
not in a great meaſure deſtroyed by the viverri ſig! 
ichneumon. In the Eaſt-Indies this animal Sea 
famous for leſſening the number of lizards and | acq 
venomous ſerpents, which too much about ER 
there; and the ſame ſervice is undoubtedly Cap 
done by the viverra ſpecies in Africa. The knc 
certainly contribute alſo to keep the number oi 
moles within certain limits. The 7chneumm ern 
is likewiſe uſed to be made tame in the Ea 
Indies, ſo as to follow its maſter as tractabiſ con- 
as a dog; and by its means it has been diſco f ral!) 
vered, that the ophiorhiza is an excellent ang and 
tidote againſt the bite of ſerpents. Probab i take 


a diſcovery of equal utility might be made y Wim! 
Wo 
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It would not be amiſs to make mention in 


this place of a third ſpecies of viverra, which 
is found in theſe parts, though I did not get a 
ſight of it till after my return from the South- 
ca; this was the viverra putorius, which an 
BJ acquaintance of mine caught on Mr. Dx e1- 
en's farm at Rondeboſch, ſituated nearer to the 
Cape than to A/phen. This animal is not 
known to be found any where but here and 
in North America; in one word, in the north- 
ern parts of the new world, and the ſouthern- 
moſt promontory of the old, which is directly 
8 contrary to what M. Burron ſays he is mo- 
rally certain of. The ſureſt ſtep this great 
and maſterly natural hiſtorian could have 
taken, would have been to have contented 
himſelf with the contemplation of nature, which 


13 
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the Cape, if the ichneumon was made tame 1772. 
= there, and theſe animals were purpoſely ſuf- April. 
VT cred to be bitten by ſeveral ſorts of ſerpents, "Y 
and at the ſame time it was obſerved what an- 
= tidote they had recourſe to; for nature, which 
has given, and indeed impoſed on the ichneu- 
mon the ſame office in Africa as in Aſia, viz. 
to limit the increaſe of the race of ſerpents, 
has in both places furniſhed them with equally 
good weapons, and an equally good preſerva- 
tive. Experiments of this kind certainly de- 
ſerve to be made with the viverra genetta, and 
© ſome others of that genus. The folliculus of 
this latter creature contains a kind of muſk, in 
all probability not without ſome particular in- 
E tention in its all-wiſe Creator, nor without 
© ſome uſe to the animal itſelf ;' perhaps, indeed, 
for that of men, when they ſhall be at the 
E pains to make the diſcovery. 
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markable heavy gait in running, I was inducet 
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is never without its uſe, without endeavouring| 
to lay down univerſal laws for her; as if no 
other animal could be common to the old and! 
new world, than thoſe which could eaſily pak | 
by land from Aſia to America. : 
In one of my excurſions between Alphen and 
Rondeboſch, near a marſhy place in a dale, [| 
came unawares upon an animal with which! | 
was totally unacquainted ; but notwithſtanding | 
it was within 70 or 80 paces of me, I cou i 
not get a perfect view of it, on account 1 
the intervention of the W and the crea 1 
ture's running away immediately. It did na 1 
ſeem: however above three feet and a hal a 
high, but from its aſh-grey colour, and re. 


to think it could be nothing elle than a young © 
hippopotamus, or, as it was here called, a ss 
cow. Creatures of this kind are, indeed v 
never ſeen in this part of the country; bu m 
they are uſed to wander far, ſo that perhap 8' 
this had the night before chanced to ſtray front 1 
Zeekoe-valley, near Falſe-bay, a place to which di 
they frequently reſort. Were it ſo, Iam nd! 
at all ſorry that I did not get a nearer view a A 
a creature otherwiſe ſo very dangerous, ay fler 
according to my uſual cuſtom, I had no oth 1*« 


weapon about me than my knife and inſed lot 
ſciſſars. 3 fo 
13 lai 
The reader will ſcarcely imagine, that the ſca 
fauna and flora Capenſis would this ſummer ww 
leave me any time for the hyp or vapours; for 
mult, however, confeſs, that ſome ſolitary and % 
idle hours, combined with other circumſtances bn 
now and then gave room and occaſion for envi ©! 
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and diſguſt. The days at the Cape, by reaſon 1772. 
of the greater vicinity of that place to the April. 


equator, are ſhorter in ſummer than with us. 
Urged 'by an ardent zeal and inclination for 


that in a place where I had the beſt opportu- 


: nities for this purpoſe, I found my hands tied, 


in ſome meaſure, by other buſineſs in the day- 
time, and in the long evenings was in want of 
books and many other neceflary helps; but I 


more particularly felt the want of friends, and 


of ſociety with ſome one, who ſet a proper va- 
lue upon ſtudy, particularly on the ſtudy and 
inveſtigation of nature, of which here follows 
an inſtance, 


A Cape phyſician, who had ſtudied ſome 


time in Holland, paid me a viſit at the villa 


2 


where I reſided, and aſked, I do not know 
upon what ocoaſion, to ſee my herbal. I, for 
my part, was in the higheſt degree deſirous to 
give myſelf, as well as him, this pleaſure, as 


I could not but hope to learn the virtues of 


any longer with my enquiries. 


Ws 


divers plants in medicine. But in theſe hopes 


m na 1 ſoon found myſelf deceived; the African 
ew oi Aſculapius knowing ſcarcely the names, much 
8, 30 leis the uſe, of any one plant. 


the ject the country people had already given me 


inſed 


On this ſub- 


lome, though upon the whole, but little in- 
formation. Of ſome hundred plants that I 


laid before him paſted in a book, we had 


at t ſcarcely turned over the third part, before he 


began every now and then to gape. I there- 
fore thought it high time to give another turn 
to the converſation, and ceaſed to trouble him 


Inſtead of that, 


& | endeavoured to rouſe him out of his dream, 
oi. . 


Ca 


by 


| 1 
=”. 
[| * 50 AV ONAGE ro THE 3 ; 
1 1772. by communicating to him my thoughts of the ; 
#4 April. virtues of ſuch and ſuch an herb; for what! 
i453 es diſorders ſuch a pagticular plant mi cht be tried] 
429 yo ' Pal r plant * 
T5 | with ſafety and hopes of ſucceſs; and this in 
LS conſequence of its affinity and ſimilitude to 


Th other plants already known, and whoſe vir. 
1% tues had undergone the teſt of experience, ot 


4 (as far as one might conclude from hence)! 

3 from the place it held among the natural or. 

_ ders, &c. My viſitor all this while was nei. 
14 ther polite nor intelligent enough to give hü , 
1 aſſent to what I ſaid, but continued yawning WF | 
$4 and gaping, I therefore leſt above half the 
TY plants untouched, and turned the diſcourſe to 
TH the ſubject of commerce and ſhipping, upon 
13 which the converſation immediately. became 
14 more lively; an event, which did not at al 
FI ſurprize me; for this worthy phyſician's in. 


13 come depended more upon merchandize, than 
441 upon Apollo and the Muſes ; and it 1s much 

70 the ſame caſe with the reſt of the faculty a 
the Cape, to the great prejudice of the fick in 
particular, as well as to that of natural know. 


I ledge and the art of medicine in general. 4 
Should this journal ever chance to fall into 


the hands of the phyſician, who was pleafed to 
yawn over the collection of uſeful ſimples that 
I had the honour of laying before him, it vl 
to be hoped, he will kindly excuſe my _—__ x 
borrowed ſo pleaſing an original as himſelf, in 
order to give a more lively idea of the grea {3 
eſteem and credit in which botany ſtands with 
the collective body of ZEſculapius's ſons i 
Africa. I muſt, however, do him the juſtic 
to confeſs, that be was really, in my opinion, 


the molt able of the faculty in that part o 
thc 
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the world. I acknowledge with gratitude all 1792. 
the civilities he afterwards ſnewed me; but he April. 
mult not take amiſs my not being able to con- 

ceal a truth, which diſcovers the reaſon of the 

ſmall progreſs made by the ſciences in Africa, 

and, perhaps, in fome other parts of the globe: 

he will likewiſe pardon the freedom I have 
taken, in ſetting the whole affair forth in its 
natural colours, juſt as it appeared to me; as 

in ſuch caſe, the reader is enabled to paſs ſen- 
tenceę of judgment himſelf, frequently better, 
perhaps, than could be done by the relator. 
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Trip to Paarl. 


\ 
. 
"Hager E my deſign, as I have cn ff le F 
is to give my readers the deſcription of 0 t 
country and people in the ſue order and} fi 
manner, in which I myſelf became acquaintel t 
with them, I have thought proper to inſert nr 
this place an account of an excurſion I took r 
Paarl and its environs, juſt as I drew it uw 
immediately on my return home, in a letter 0 tt 
a worthy friend and quondam ſhip-mate. . 1% 
is written in the true ſea-ſtyle, the deſcriptions Wy, 
and narrative being plentifully interlarded with in 
divers phraſes in common uſe among the gf p 
lant ſons of Neptune. 3 = 

2 

81 R. 3 
E | Sth 
With a carcaſe quite wearied out, I am jul Wai 
returned home from a journey on foot over the be 
parched and torrid plains of Africa, after har. qu 
ing had occaſion to viſit ſeveral African Sr, be 
So they here call a ſet of hearty honeſt fel the 
lows, who, though they do not, indeed, di Stat 
fer in rank from our Swediſh peaſants, anc of 
one 
ol 


country, are yet for the moſt part extreme 
wealthy. On the gth of October in this pre tha 
ſent year, I ſet out for the Cape, to ſee the, 


burghenſf 
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| burghers perform their exerciſe, and likewiſe, 
according to a previous agreement with Mr. 
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0, a countryman of our's, to take a 
vicw of the vegetable and animal productions 

of this country. By this you will find, Sir, 

that I intended to kill two birds with one ſtone. 

s With regard to the military operations, the 

1 brave warriors kept within doors on the 16th 

J Jon account of the high-wind, which indeed 
vas ſo violent at the bottom of Lion. mountain, 
= Wo hicher I went out a botanizing, that I was 
ald, BY = ſeveral times obliged to lay myſelf down upon 
f this the ground. On the 11th the whole burgeſſy 
and turned out into the field; the coats, as well of 
intel ] F the horſe as of the foot, were, to be ſure, all 
ert nich plue, but of ſuch dion ſhades, that they 
0k to 7 might as well have been red, purple and yel- 
It up! 7 low. Their waiſtcoats, particularly thoſe of 
ter 10 the infantry, were brown, blue and white, in 


e. It 3 ſhort all the colours of the rainbow. A French 


ption Iprieſt, clothed in black, with red heels to his 
d with nodes, ſtood near me, and could not help ex- 
S _ dee to me his amazement at ſeeing iuch a 


et coloured equipment. However, this did 

not hinder them from going through their ex- 

A Wercile extremely well, as a great number of 

1 them were Europeans, who had ſerved in the 

m jut Haſt war in Germany, and ſince that time had 
er thei been in garriſon at the Cape, when, in conſe— 
r ba quence of having ſerved five years, they had 


| boori become denizens of the country. Ambitious, 
ſt fel. Irherefore, of keeping up their military repu— 
d, di. tation, and puffed up with pr ide in conſequence 
s, and of their ſuperiority in point of fortune, they 
n oui took it into their heads ſeveral years ago to 
-emel/ onſider it as a very diſgraceful circumitance, 
is pre that they ſhould be obliged to make front 
ee the againſt 
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. deſtiny and my tawny pilot. We ſteered ou © 
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againſt the garriſon, which, on their ſide, felt ! 
themſelves ſo much hurt by the compariſon, a « 
that the attack became very ſerious ; ſo 10 4 
among other things they loaded on each fide Wl « 
with coat-buttons, pieces of money, and the : 
like. Since this accident, both theſe corps i 
are never exerciſed at one and the ſame time, ai! 
Being diſappointed at not having the company r 
of our countryman, I ſet off on my expedition e 
with a Mulatto for my guide, whom I hired e 
for a quarter of a rixdollar per diem. Ove b 
his ſhoulder he carried a ſtaff, at one end of Wa 
which hung my apparatus for keeping my 
herbs; at the other a counterpoiſe compotlſ 

of a wallet filled with proviſions, and a fen 
clothes. This guide of mine, proud of the i J. 
name of baſtard, ſoon gave me to underſtand, e 
that he was no ſlave, as moſt of the blacks arc, Ct 
but was free-born by his mother's ſide, as het 1 t 
mother was a Hottentot, and her father an © 
European (as he ſuppoſed) of a tolerable col 
family. To make ſhort of my ftory, I quit. 
ted the town, implicitly following my blind 


courſe north-weſt, and after a Se of tra- fo 


verſes over the plains, by twelve o'clock ve 4 K 
bad got to the gallows. Heus Viator“ Here 
we ſtopped a little to contemplate the uncer-| 
tainty of human life. Above half a ſcore 
wheels placed round it, preſented us with 1 tu 
moſt horrid ſubjects for this purpoſe; the ine 
vitable conſequences, and at the ſame time the a 
moſt flagrant proofs of ſlavery and i 8 
monſters, that never fail to generate each 
other, together with crimes and miſdemeanonſ 4 87 
of every kind, as ſoon as either of them i 9 * 
once introduced into any country, 'The ga 
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fl Bw itſelf, the largeſt I ever ſaw, was indeed 
riſon, | | of itſelf a ſufficiently wide door to eternity ; 

that but was by no means too large for the purpoſe 
1 fide of a tyrannical government, that in ſo ſmall a 


d the & town as the Cape, could find ſeven victims to 
corps be hanged in chains. Farther on, where the 
time, ſand had been formed into+a hard maſs by the 
apa) rain-water lying upon it, I found a number of 
dition WW cicindelz ſkipping about, of an unknown ſpe- 
hired# I cies. At this my companion, who had never 
Over before ſeen an inſect— hunter, fell a- laughing 
1d il las if he was out of his wits, and ſeemed all 
Wonder and aſtoniſhment. 


3 m 
roll | 

x fen There is not a bridge to be found in all A- 
f the ace. We were therefore obliged to wade 
ard over ſome pretty deep brooks and rivers ; ſo 


s arc, tha herborizing, it muſt be owned, is a very 
8 ber dee buſineſs here: but then, on the 
er au I other hand, the harveſt is rich. As ſoon as 1 
gool il had ſat myſelf down, I made a curious diſco— 

uit. : very of a remarkably prickly rumex (or dock), 
blind and likewiſe of the zributus terreftris. Now 
4 our ; and then we rambled up. and down recruiting 
F tra. for my regiment of inſects, and my collection 


K well | of plants; an employment which, in propor- 


Her tion as it enlivened my mind, infuſed freſh 
ncerl W vpirits into my body, and ſtrength into my 
ſcore FJ imbs. Theſe latter I had likewiſe an oppor- 
h th: if tunity of reſting on the following occaſion. 
e ine Among the waggons that overtook us, there 
1C the 0 was one drawn by fix pair of oxen, after the 
nn; faſhion of the country. In this a flave lay 
_ 15 aſleep, as drunk as David's ſow, likewiſe in a 
anon great meaſure after the country faſhion. An- 
m i other however more ſober than he, ſat at the 

helm, with a whip, the handle of which was 
three 
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1772. three times the length of a man, and the thong | 4 
April. in proportion. In this country they never ule WW. 
reins to their oxen, for which reaſon, though | & x 
he flouriſhed his whip about from right to leſt t 
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. with great dexterity, the beaſts not being un- 
1 der much diſcipline heaved continually from 
T4 larboard to ſtarboard, ſometimes acroſs the | 
g . road, and ſometimes along- ſide of it; ſo that 
1% the driver was not unfrequently obliged to 
lt 1 jump off from the waggon, in order to im- 


preſs his ſentiments with the greater energy on 
the foremoſt oxen of the team. The wag: i 
gons are ſo large and wide in the carriage 
that they cannot eaſily overturn, and where 
the road is worſe than ordinary, the foremoſ 
oxen are uſually led. Up in the waggon fat a 
Dutchman, who being much hurt at ſeeing 
me on foot, very courteouſly obliged me, to-: 
1 | gether with my ſervant, to get into the wag. WW 
4 gon and ride. In about the fame latitude we Me 
©; were overtaken by a farmer. We hailed one e 
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4 another, that is, we called to, and ſaluted! . 
each other as ſhips do at ſea; and were al 
formed by him, that he was a Mozher-country i 

1 lad (ſo the Europeans are called here), and] . 

1 had a wife and family near the 7wenty-four ri. | a 


vers, at the diſtance of forty uur from ro r 
in one of the prettieſt ſpots, to his mind, in oe 
the whole country. But I now began to re. 1 
flect, that neither TouRNEFORT in the 1. 
vant, nor LI NN REUS in the Lapland moun: 4 
tains, nor any other botaniſt, had ever gone 

out a herborizing 1 in a ſix- yoked waggon, 4 
at the ſame time that my ſtudies and collec-| 

tions could be in no wiſe forwarded by a cat. 

riage of this kind; moreover, that although 


by this means my legs might get ſome calc, 
tlc 
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hong f * the other parts of me would ſuffer for it in 1772. 


r ul: conſequence of the jolting of the carriage; April. 
ough therefore taking to my feet again, I went on 
) left Will I arrived at the company's farm. The 
un- Iteward (or as they call him there, the baas) 
fron preſented me with a glaſs of a ſtrong-bodied 
the inc, which was by no means adapted to 
that quench my thirſt; but the water here was 
d to Prackiſh, and had a ſalt taſte, and they had 
im. o milk nor cows, although there was upon 
ry on he farm a conſiderable number of horſes and 
wag: ther cattle. The reaſon of this was, that in 
riage uch places there is uſually ſtationed a guard 
v here of ſoldiers, who care more for wine than milk; 
molt he paſture was likewiſe greatly in fault, be- 
ſat a Ming unfavourable for milch-cows, and dryin : 
ceing up their milk. I therefore took leave of the 
2, to: Paas, an appellation given to all the chriſtians 
wag. here, particularly to bailiffs and farmers. The 
le we ext farm belonged to a peaſant, who was a 
one native of Africa. I now took it into my head 
luted Wor the firſt time, to make a trial of this peo- 
e N hlc's ſo much boaſted hoſpitality ; but un- 
un Puckily the man himſelf was gone to the re— 
, and riew at the Cape, and had left only a few 
ur n. Maves at home, under the command of an old 
ence, Crone, who ſaid that the bed-clothes were 
id, in ocked up. I could eaſily perceive, that ſhe 
ad as little deſire to harbour me, as I had to 
ay with her. Ic was now already dark, but 
Wotwithſtanding this and my ſtiff and wearied 
Des, I reſolved to go on to. another farm- 
4 and e, that appeared in ſight, We miſſed 
ur way in a dale, and wandered among the 

ar- Wn ickets and buthes. The jackalls, or African 
ough Mees, now began their nightly ſerenade, pret- 
eaſe, y much in the ſame notes as our foxes in 
I Lurope ; 
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1772: Europe; frogs and owls filled up the concen 
April. with their horridly plaintive accompanimen. 
At length we came to a little riſing ground 
whence we could again diſcern the farm, and 
diſcover the right road. A guard of dog, 
which in Africa are allowed the unlimited 
privilege of falling foul on ſuch foot paſſen. 
gers of a night, (the latter the more liable u 
ſuſpicion,) ſet upon us, and frightened us na 
a little. It was now half an hour paſt eight; 
however, as the people were not yet in bed 
they came out to our aſſiſtance, ſo that wi 
received no other wounds than thoſe inflicted 
on the ſkirts of our coats. We were turnel 
into the kitchen, where we heard a piece d 
news, that ſounded like a thunder-clap to us; 
this was, that the baas or ſteward was port 
to the review, and that every accommodation 
was locked up. But I felt the preſſure oi 
this difficulty {till more at break of day. Ii $ 

the mean time the flave, with the greatel 

good nature and reſpect, begged me to be fi, 3 
| kind as to make ſhift with a little tea and 
| bread which he had of his own. My ſervan Wo! 
together with this houſe-flave, and another F 
that looked after the cattle, fell on board ib: 
loaf of | coarſe bread and lard; to them io 
molt delicate and ſavoury diſh. After they! 
had delibera: ed ſome time upon the matter inc 
the Portugueſe language, J was put into the de 
abſent baas's own bed-chamber. The bed wal 15 
tolerable, but the floor was made of loam, thei * 
walls bare, and the whole furniture conſiſted 
of a cracked tea- caniſter, with a few 7" 
bottles, and a chuple ot chairs. 4 . 
Le. 
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ound 
1, and 
dog, 
1mited 
paflen. 
ble to! 
us noi 


eight; 


bed | 


at we 
fl1Ced 
turned 
ece 0! 
tO us; 
gone 
dation 
ure a 


y. In | 


reatel 


ea and) 


hem i 


r_the/Wihis ſceming reconciliation, 


tter took a cruel revenge on his antagoniſt's 


to the dog, which happened to ſtay behind in the 


ed valWkitchen, 


m, the been guilty of fo mean an action, this flave had 


nſiltel]if 


caught ſo much of the generous flame of the 


empihafrican hoſpitality, that I could not eafily 


; he many murders t 
ere committed in this country, rendered this 
aution extremely neceſſary. 
Ing I began to aſk for my breakfaſt, which con- 
{cd of ſome ſtale 
Wared and kept in a wooden trough, to be uſed 
; by way of butter; I likewiſe got hold of a chop 
Wot veniſon, which they broiled for me, but ſea- 
Woned it too high with pepper. 
made me ſo civil, as not to ſhew any flight to 


Wong at table. 
quarrel, carried on in the Portugueſe language, 
u hich 1 did not underſtand, now aroſe between 
the domeſtic ſlave and the cow-keeper. 
be last the latter taking out his knife, the other 
vas forced to buy him off with a large flice 
-r vali, Wot meat; upon which lighting his breakfaſt 
noth pipe, he went his way, after they had on 
dard boch fides renewed their friendſhip with looks 


of the utmoſt cordiality. 
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As the door would not lock I ſet the chairs 
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Pgainſt it, fo that in caſe any attempt ſhould April. 


made againſt my life I might be awakened 
the noiſe. After this I laid myſelf down to 
Rep, with a drawn to under my pillow. 
hat, to my knowledge, 


'The next morn- 


malt, a kind of lard pre- 


My hunger 


black hoſt's entertainment, but I did not fit 
An unexpected but very violent 


Both 


heir black faces looked like coals on fire. At 


for all 
the houle-ſlave 


However, 


Yet, notwithitanding his having 


Egpcriuade him to accept of a trifling acknow- 


edgment for his ſervices. 


oj day I ſet out again on my journey, when, for 


Soon after break of 


the 
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nl 1772. the firſt time ſince my arrival in theſe part; 1 
4 Den my eyes were gratified with the ſight of exten. Wi 
3 > ſive corn: fields, which were now in full ver. 
(+. dure, with their blades riſing a foot out of te 
4 ground; for in Tyger- mountain diſtrict, when 
© I was at this time, the Wa of corn is the 
14 5 huſbandman's chief employ. Wheat and bar. 
1 ley, however, are the — 4 ſorts of corn that 
#1 are found in the whole colony. The forme 
1 is uſed only to be bread, the latter merely fo 
+4 the purpoſe of foddering horſes ; partly in thi] 
14 way, that the green corn is cut down in the 
| blade once or oftener according as the grow 
4:4 of it will admit, and partly by grinding it ino 
+4 groats, and then mixing it with the cut ſtray! 
y '# for their horſes as ſoon as it comes to its ful 
1 growth, as is practiſed with us. About ten 
LY o'clock I took ſhelter from the rain in a farm. 
i 4 houſe, where I found the female flaves ſinging R* 
449 pſalms, while they were at their needle-work RP" 
4+ Þ Their maſter, being poſſeſſed with a zeal fo b 
vl religion quite unuſual in this country, had 01 
prevailed with them to adopt this godly cu, 
tom; but with that ſpirit of economy which 5 
univerſally prevails among theſe coloniſts, be : l 
had not permitted them to be initiated into tie e 
community ok chriſtians by baptiſm ; ſince bi 4 1 
that means, according to the laws of the land. = 
they would have obtained their freedom, and 
he would have loſt them from his ſervice.| 4 7 
This very godly boor was born at Berlin, and“ 
had been mate of a ſhip in the Eaſt Indies 8” 
+ 29 This occaſioned us to enter into a converſation 1 Ne 
j 10 on the victories of his much-loved monarch, al 
| „ and in the ſpace of an hour after that, upon ac 
i | every ſubject that could be 1magined. My < 
4 4 throat ſtill felt as if it was burnt up with pep. : , 
1 | | e 
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per, and my ſtomach was tormented with 
hunger. The former was afſuaged by a cou- 
Wplc of glaſſes of wine, but being aſhamed to 
complain of the latter, I left it to its fate to 


Wait till noon (when perhaps I might chance 
to get an invitation from ſome good ſoul,) and 


returned to my botanical calling and occupati- 
Jon among the ſhrubs and buſhes, with which 
this country is almoſt entirely covered, ex- 
Fcepting ſuch ſpots as are cultivated. Hardly 
© {tick of wood, indeed ſcarcely any wild tree, 
Ws to be ſeen here. The ſoil hereabouts, viz. 
Wound about Tyger-berg and Koe- berg, is, to 
ll appearance, moſtly a dry barren ſand or 
Pravel; yet, in this diſtrict, ſo full of hil- 
Wocks, there are certain Gales covered with 
mould, and yielding a plentiful harveſt to a 
Few peaſants, who apply to the culture of le- 
non, orange, and pomegranate-trees, At 
Whree in the afternoon I arrived at the houſe 
Wo! farmer Van der Spoci, who was a widower, 
And an African born, and likewiſe brother to 
he perſon, who, you know, is proprietor of 
be red or old Conſtantia. Without ſeeming 
Jo take the leaſt notice, he ſtood ſtock-ſtill in 
be houſe-paſſage waiting for my coming up, 
nd then did not ſtir a ſingle ſtep to meet me, 
Put taking me by the hand, greeted me with 
ood day welcome! how are you? who. are 
, 2 glaſs of wine? a pipe of tobacco? will 
= cot any thing? J anſwered his queſtions in 


he ſame order as he put them, and at the 


ame time accepted of the offer he made at 


bc cloſe of them. His daughter, a clever well- 
chaved girl about twelve or fourteen years 


+ 
* 


h pep Wt age, ſet on the table a fine breaſt of lamb, 


4 1 


Pith ſtewed carrots for ſauce; and after din- 
ner 
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the whole, he never began the converſatio 


a benevolence as uncommon to be met with! 
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ner offered me tea with ſo good a grace, A 
] hardly knew which to prefer, my entertain 

ment or my fair attendant. Diſcretion ani 
goodneſs of heart might be plainly read in ti: 1 
countenance and demeanour of both fathe 
and child. I ſeveral times addreſſed myſelf ui 
my hoſt, in order to break in upon his ſilenc 
His anſwers were ſhort and diſcreet ; but upal 


himſelf, any farther than to aſk me to ty 
with them that night: however, I took ley 
of him, not without being much affected witf 


as undeſerved on my part. In my great ze 
for botany, I did not pay the leaſt attention ij 
my ſtiff and wearied legs, but hobbled as wel 
as I could over the dry and torrid hills, moy 
ing all the day long as if I was upon ſtil 
Towards evening I felt myſelf leſs weary, a: 
by a continuation of the motion of walkin 
and jumping, my limbs were grown mos 
pliable. Not far from the farm we had 
brook to croſs, where we met with a fem h: 
ſlave, who very officiouſly and obligingly ſhen pe 
ed us the ſhalloweſt places. She ſeemed fu 
lay her account in receiving ſome amoroulH, 
kind of acknowledgment, in which ſhe cov 
not be otherwiſe than diſappointed, as ſhe ha f 
the misfortune to meet with a delicate as u 
as a weary philoſopher. In the evening i Wc 
rived in good time at a farm, where the i 
ther and mother were from home; but A ge 
ter Fohn and Miſs Suſey gave me houſe-roo 
notwithſtanding. It was a handſome built 
ing, and, like all the reſt on the road, con 
poled partly of brick, and partly of wel 
wrought clay, but without any other j 
t 4 
f 


"vs y 
— 
1 2 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 63 


3 tha than the bare earth. I had intended to go on 1773. 
ertain farther, but when I ſaw a large churn on the April. 
n af oor, and heard from Suſey's own mouth, 
in the i: at they had thirty milch-cows, you may 1ma- 
fathe eine that 1 did not think of going, eſpecially 
y (elf u es 1 had ſeldom found milk very plentitul ſince 
lence nv arrival in Africa. The farm was ſaid to 
t upon yield about three thouſand two hundred 
r lata uſhels of corn yearly, which was from ten 
o NW fiftcen times the quantity that was ſown. 
lea a good wheaten loaf, light and well-baked, 
ed wil end about two feet in diameter, was ſet upon 
t with ne table, and of this, with ſome milk and 
eat 2 freſh butter, I made an excellent meal. They 
ation i eemed to take a great pleaſure in entertain- 
as we ing me, and (though they ſtrove to conceal 
3, mor heir laughter) appeared highly entertained in 
on ſtil heir turn with my broken Dutch, and my ap- 
ry, à paratus for catching and preſerving inſects. 
walk y collection of herbs they liked very well, 
n mos they themſelves prepared a kind of plaiſter 
: had ich herbs and wax. The next morning they 
| femal Drought me coffee, which I left untouched, it 
ly ſherihdeing full of grouts, and, according to the 
med i uſtom of the country, as weak as ſmall beer. 
umorouglowever, I ſet out again on my journey, quite 
e coulWively and briſk after the high treat I had had 
ſhe bf wilk. As my box of inſects was already 
as vWi8Wuite full, I was obliged to put a whole regi- 
ng _ Went of flies and other inſects round the brim | 
the f my hat. On the road we paſſed a cow- 
ut Maf x geper, who was roaſting a ſmall tortoiſe, the 
iſe- rohe of which taſted like that of a chicken. 
e buli wo or three miles farther on we met with a 
d, conMepherd, that was regaling himſelf with roaſt 
of welſhemb at his maſter's expence. My compani- 
er flohen, who knew the full value of his liberty, 

thay expreſſed 
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U 772. expreſſed great ſatisfaction at finding, that pool : | 


April. ; y 
ſlaves had ſometimes an opportunity of reveny, 


ing themſelves on their tyrants by a breach 
truſt. He informed me, that it was common 
for ſhepherds, who had rigid and Ibn 
maſters, when a ewe had twins, to keep 11 
ways one of them for themſelves, and ven 
often the other too, whenever they had an oi 
portunity of concealing the theft. At thre 


| 

o'clock we came to another farm. Here Ih 

ſome converſation with the old lady of ! 

houſe about her gout, which ſhe had in h: 

hands and feet, and at the ſame time concen 1 

ing her good man's rheumatiſm, which in i 

der to get rid of by ſweating, he was gone on 8 1 

journey to the warm paths. A houſe plailt: 8 t 

ed up in a ſlovenly manner with clay, a he « 

of dirty ſcabby children, a female ſlave dig « 

f ging after her a heavy iron chain faſtened i x 

one of her legs, the features of the old l 

man herſelf, her peaked noſe, her perpetual t: 

ſcolding her ſervants, and laſtly, her ente 1: 

1 taining me with nothing but cold water, plain o 
* ly indicated that poverty dwelt in her hour t! 
1 and at the ſame time that the gout had in if b 

+ 5 choleric temperament a very fertile ſoil t - tc 
+34 grow in. She adviſed me to ſet myſelf don ti 
; 1 in the Paarl (a tract of ground a little mw ta 


of, 78 from thence planted with vines, and inhabit :* 


"4 by vine-dreflers,) in order to make my fortu m 
. by turning quack. She informed me, th pe 
* there had been a phyſician there before, , i 
al had had no practice, as his price was too high la 
3 She ſaid, that ſhe never could, nor ever ſhou th 
"| be perſuaded to be bled, or to take any king et 

1 of phyſic; nevertheleſs, ſhe thought it ve, v 
143 comfortable for a perſon to have acceſs g B 
| phyſi 
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phyſician in caſe of ſickneſs. You ſee, Sir, 1772. 
that an African cottage will afford you a view, April. 
of mankind, ſimilar to what you may have 
had in the palaces of Europe, where (it muſt 
be owned) they call in phyſicians to their 
afliſtance, but ſeldom fail to manage them- 
ſelves in a great meaſure according to their 
In purſuance of the informa- 
tion I got I took the road to the right, which, 
I was told, would carry me to the houſe of a 


rich and infirm widow of fifty-two years of 


age. My ſervant, who was acquainted there, 
warned me not to frighten the good woman 
into fits with my inſe&s ſtuck on the brim of 
my hat; for which reaſon, having arrived 


there about five o'clock, and been well re- 
& ccived by her, I took care to turn the crown 


of my hat away from her, and afterwards hid 
my hat in a corner of the room. Immediate- 
ly my mouth was crammed with bread, but- 
ter, and cheeſe, wine and tea, and at the 
lame time was employed in giving diſſertations 
on the gout, apoplexy, violent bleedings at 
the noſe, coughs, and her poor deceaſed huſ- 
band's droply. The good lady was attentive 
to hear, and I to eat, as much as ever my lec- 
tures would permit me. During theſe, a tell- 
tale hufley of a female flave, who was a fa- 
vourite with her miſtreſs, had been pumping 
my ſervant in the kitchen, on which ſhe whil- 
pered her miſtreſs in the ear, that my hat was 
full of little beaſts (Feine be/tjes.) The old 
lady immediately quitted the fine inſtructions 
that I was about ging her with reſpect to di- 
ct, in order to gojand look at the ſtrange and 
wonderful ſight that was to be ſeen on my hat. 
But what aſtoniſhed her the molt in this affair 

Vol. I. F was, 
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1772. was, to ſce the little animals run through the 4 W it 


TA April. body with pins, and faſtened to the brim of WW gr: 
1Þ my hat. An explanation was required on the | # the 
| . ſpot. It was now neceſſary for me to ceaſe un 
TH eating a while, for fear of being choaked with all 
4 ' ſome of the big words and long Dutch phraſes, | E JeC 
14 | which I was obliged to coin on the ſpot, in rei 
+2 order to convince her of the great utility of WW tio 
t underſtanding theſe little animals for medical wa 

and ceconomical purpoſes, and at the ſame} 1 we 


time to the glory of the great Creator. For. the 
tunately for me I deſcanted on this ſubject with but 
great ſucceſs, though not without ſome inqui. ; wh 
ctude; for, in caſe I had not ſucceeded, | 1ho 
ſhould certainly have been turned out of doon| ö 
for a conjuror (hexmee/ter :) but now, on the 5 
contrary, the good woman begged me to ſtay, Wa 
and I promiſed myſelf a good night's reſt in Gn 
ſuch an elegant and well-furniſhed houſe. Soon | ö in 
after there came a light cart, with company. Cor 
This conſiſted, firſt, of her daughter; ſecond- anc 
ly, of a very ſtout fat country ſquire or yeo-· E 
man, Mr. M“ *, who was ſaid to be able wil : len. 
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+ give each of his daughters four thouſand gui. | 
43 neas on their marriage, one of whom had, ll na 
1 ſome accident or other, already lain in of if clin 
4X black child, the father of which as a reward W. 
1 for his kindneſs, had been advanced from the my 
condition of ſlave to that of priſoner for life bat 
in one of the Robben iſles, and the lady herſell , nud 
to that of wife to her father's bailiff; tir | loo] 

of the *ſquires half brother, ſtill more corpu- 4 his 
lent than himſelf, The father of theſe gen- Jbl. 
Wilt 


tlemen was a native of Livonia, and had been if | 
a ſoldier in the Swediſh ſervice. They hat unn 
ſeen an inſect-hunter before, but when they 2! 


looked into my collection of herbs, and found 4 tha 
t 


Or- : ; 
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it to contain not only flowers, but likewiſe 
graſs and ſmall branches- of ſhrubs and trees, 
they could not forbear laughing at a ſight ſo 
unexpected. The young lady got from me 
all the intelligence I could give her on the ſub- 


5 ject of pimples and freckles, and, by way of 


reimburſing myſelf, I aſked her ſeveral queſ- 


tions concerning domeſtic remedies and the 


warm bath, which ſhe had lately uſed for three 
weeks. She likewiſe, together with her mo- 
ther, adviſed me to practiſe phyſic in PAARL, 
but it is a great pity, they added, that a man 
who ſeems to underſtand our diſorders ſo well, 
ſhould ſpeak our language fo ill. 


There was no milk to be had here, but the 


© want of it was amply ſupplied by a very good 
and well-drefſed ſupper. The wine went round 


in bumpers to each others healths, and to the 


W continuance of our friendſhip and acquaint- 


ance. The converſation turned upon various 
ſubjects, and among others, thoſe of corpu- 


W lency, and the cuſtom of ſleeping after dinner; 


and the efficient cauſe of theſe, viz. the Livo- 
nian gentlemen's uſe of the warm bath in this 


W climate, was diſcuſſed with great preciſion. 
We wiſhed one another a good night; but I 
W myſclt reſted very ill; for the unuſually purſy 


batchelor, who fell to my ſhare, ſnored conti- 
nually, and proved very troubleſome. . He 


looked indeed very good-humoured, as well as 


his lively and plaiſirige broeder, but was not 


: able to ſay much; and when he did ſpeak, he 


wheezed ſo much, as to be for the moſt part 
unintelligible to me. He puffed and blowed 
more in putting on his ſhoes and itockings, 
than I did when I laſt went up Table-moun- 

F 2 tain. 
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tain. The next morning I bid'theſe good pec. CO! 
ple adieu, and took the road leading to Moun. dre 
rain- river in Paarl. The ferry lay a good dei a 
out of my way, who had no particular buſinek 10 
to tranſact on the other fide; fo that having a 

obſerved an uncultivated iſlet, three or fou ib 
fathoms diſtant from the bank, where the "5 
ſheep and goats could not get to foreſtall me S 
in the blooming produce of the ſoil, I ver 1 | 
tured over on ſome bundles of the palmites, [} Fu 
ſpoke of above (acorus palmita) which were on 
ſo ſmooth and brittle, that, if I bad chance % 


to make the leaſt flip, I muſt have been ine 
vitably drowned by getting between them, Med 


elſe under them. My hat and queue except ane 
ed, I went a botanizing on this iſland in the his 
ſame dreſs as Adam wore in his ſtate of inno- = 
cence, My ſkin quite parched up by the ſun, titu 
ſerved, however, to convince me, that I had mig 
loſt in my little paradiſe the dominion over the 

| ; WIS ho 
gnats and horſe flies. Theſe diminutive ani nei; 


mals ſoon obliged me to turn back and put on 
my clothes, when I afterwards botanized along ; 
the courſe of the river, and ſo paſling throug Wc... 
'feveral farms, I arrived at Paarl at a miller Med 
who was ſitting and taking his afternoon's nap. blac 
A more ſerious and even ſeemingly ſurly chap, Bw; 
I never ſaw in my life. He ſet before me 1 
old crazy chair, and without aſking who I was, 
ſaid directly, Nhat will you chuſe to have! 2 
(Wat zal ye bruiken*®) I ſee, replied I, you put 
have got ſome tea, be ſo kind as to give me 
ſome bread to it, for I am both hungry and 
thirſty ; I have ſpent the whole day in culling Mer 
of ſimples. What, have you cat nothing to-day* Mchal 
Girl, bring ſome meat, bread, and a bottle mor 
wine ſays the croſs grained old fellow. Ac. 
cordingly 


1 


+88 


ling BY 


17 
more, than that the gout was a terrible afflic 


time he was ſmoking his pipe in ſilence, 
poring over an aſtrological almanack of the 
laſt century. During all which time, he did 
not once addreſs himſelf to me; and to a queſ- 
tion or two I aſked him, he anſwered me ſo 
T ſhort, that I imagined he was extremely diſ- 
T pleaſed with my viſit, and therefore could not 
help preſſing him to accept of a pecuniary re- 
W compence for my entertainment. He anſwered 
me poſitively with a moſt inflexible air, No; 
© hat I certainly will not, it is our duty to affift 
E /ravellers, For my ſervant, without my know- 
edge, had ordered a good luncheon of bread 
Sand meat, but did not follow me half way over 
his ſlippery loam-floor when I took my leave of 
him. Affected with an internal ſenſe of gra- 
Ititude, I wiſhed within myſelf, that heaven 
might pardon ſo worthy a miller, in caſe he 
ſhould at any time chance to treſpals on his 
neighbour's corn. 6 
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5 cordingly I ate my belly full, and afterwards 
"RE qrank to his health; during the whole of which April. 


A little farther on lived a Ker, that is, a 


exton, a ſet of people that are more reſpect- 
ed by the Calviniſts than with us. He was of 
black extraction by the mother's fide. I went 
in, fat myſelf down, and drank a diſh of mi- 
ſerable tca without ſugar The Koſter's wife, 
ho was rather in years, was then ſick in bed. 
enquired into the nature of the diſorder: 
but when I was told that the patient, nbtwith- 
ſtanding the uſe of the warm bath for three 


A” V3 


weeks, remained as it were contracted in all 


her limbs, and her joints quite filled up with 
chalk-ſtones, I did not chuſe to ſay any thing 


tion, 
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tron, ſhrugged up my ſhoulders, and inquire i 


1772. 
. April. fer the right road. Juſt before the door zren as 
T he Calaputia. I aſked the man if he mad E 
any uſe of the ſeeds, or whether I might gin 
ther any of it? He anſwered, he did not uk} tr 
them bimſelf, but in general gave them to hu la 
friends: Gather what. you will, continued he, ta 
never heard any body aſk after them before, Tm © 
do you want them for © For medical purpoſes, re. V) 
plied 1. I now had brought an old houſe ove li 
my head, and was obliged to go in again, au] e 
hear the account of the old woman's 1illnels, al 
as well as explain the cauſe of it. However, fr. 
thought it neceſſary to inform her, with ven th 
little circumlocution, that her ſtay in this cM 2 
lamitous world was likely to be of very ſhon! . 
duration. She was glad to be freed from be h1 
miſery, and her huſband to get rid of a ſick hc 
wife; on which account they both of then ed 
ſeemed to hear my fatal prognoſtic with ple le] 
ſure, and made me drink a couple of glaſſs a2 
of wine for my pains; and at the ſame tim ©" 
offered to ſhew me the church, which ſtool bu 
juſt by. By this edifice 1 coutd plainly peril J ſto 
ceive, that theſe boors beſtowed no more pam Y 
upon God's houſe, than they did upon the m. 
own. This church was, indeed, as big «lt © 
one of our largeſt ſized hay-barns, and heath wi 
covered, as the other houſes are, with dar- me 
coloured reeds; but without any arching oF n 
ceiling, fo that the tranſoms and beams within. L Macs 
de made a miſerable appearance. Altars and ho! 
altar-tables are, I believe, never uſed in ti haj 
reformed church. There were benches on ti but 
des for the men, but the women have each of 
them their chair or ſtodl in the aiſle. * The al 1 
pit was too plain and flovenly, : 
| Fron 3 
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From hence I ſet off for home by a bye-way, 
as little known to my guide as to myſelf. 


7 4 Eighteen China oranges, which I had bought 


in Paarl for one ſkelling Dutch, proved ex- 
tremely ſerviceable to me at this time; and a 
large roll of tobacco which my ſervant had 
taken with him, was a ſtill more defirable 
vade mecum for him. He carried really a hea- 

load, which however appeared to be very 


| little burden to him. On the other hand how- 


ever, it muſt be conſidered, that he went on 
always in a ſtrait line, whats I continually ran 
from one ſide to the other, peeping among 
the buſhes. It was already dark when we ar- 
rived at a farm-houſe, where the boor himſelf 
was not at home. During his abſence, I drew 


1 his wife into a converſation concerning houſe- 
Y hold „Lairs, and found (what I much wonder- 


ed at in ſo ſubſtantial a houſe) that they had 
ſeldom any great plenty of milk ; and this on 
account of the dry barren hills near them, 


and other cauſes not worth mentioning here; 
1 but that on the other hand, they had a good 


ſtock of ſheep, ſome arable land, and vine- 
yards, which, by means of water— LB Ay 
might be rendered fertile. She was a gene- 
rous and good kind of woman as one would 


MS wiſh to ſee, but unluckily happened to offer 


me juſt every thing that I did not with for, 
wine, brandy, and tobacco. Her huſband, a 


* ig | very briſk lively old fellow, being at laſt come 
home, immediately drank to me, ſaying, Per- 


1 haps you ſuppoſe that nobody knows any thing 


but yourſelf, with your herbs and you, but yot 
all fee that we African peaſants are not all 2 
Aupid as you think for. Upon this, by way of 


Rr me, he diſplayed a few good books, 
and 
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1772. and a heap of traſh, on almoſt every ſcience; 5 Nara 
April. all of which I could do no other than com. Mreti 
+ mend, as he did nothing but run between me vit! 
1 | and his book-caſe, and read over the whole Wop! 
. title-page of every book, the printer's and my 
1 bookſeller's name not excepted. Tou ſee, ſays he, pro- 
TH that I do not ſpend my whole time in following the Muffe. 
FB Plough. We almoſt called one another Couſin. uit 


Germans, he being a Livonian and 1 a Swede, of p 
At night there was no danger of ſtarving for 
want of victuals. Tou muſt eat hearty with u . 1 
farmers, ſaid the Kind-hearted dame. Eat and oo. 
ſpare not: we do not grudge it you. They had Mic 
their butter and cheeſe, together with hung : well 
beef, or rather buffalo-fleſn, from their graz. ell 
ing farms, almoſt fix. hundred miles up the riſe 
country. By the appearance of the ſoup and Peer 
reen-peas I could plainly perceive, that m fo 
learned hoſt had not ſtudied any books of RW lea 
cookery, which in Africa would have been of his 
much more uſe tp him than poetry and the er, 
dead languages. The good woman of the Hot 
houſe was obliged to go to bed alone, while MWnore 
her huſband employed himſelf with. the hiſto- ho, 


ry of Jos Hus, in order to convince me of his ras 


1 | great attachmentꝰ to ſtudy, Accordingly ma. 4 eral 
"I-82 ny people in this country call their ſlaves, ir, 
„ ſome after the months, and others after the rim. 
1 days of the week in which they were born. Have 
172 Early in the morning I was waked here by ies 
4 4 the horrid ſhrieks and cries of January and into 
| 1 February, who were undergoing the diſcipline inds 
| * of their maſter's laſh, becauſe the horſes had 

1 4 not been found the preceding evening. Soon . Or 
_ after the family got ready for going to church, 5 he 1 
— but were prevented by a ſhower of rain. In s me 
1 | the mean time we ate our breakfaſts, and ng o 

wo 7 
& a 
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J drank to each others health; upon which I 
N- 0 returned them thanks and took leave of them, 
ne with a luncheon of bread and butter doubled 
le | 1 and ſtuffed into my coat- pocket by 
nd my hoſt and hoſteſs, by way of (weegke/) or 
le, Aer for my journey. I was ſecretly much 
be affected at receiving ſuch tokens of good-will, 
n. quite undeſerved on my part, from the hands 
N ; $ people to whom I was an entire ſtranger. 

or 

he woman was goodnels itſelf, but this 
1d Fr oodneſs was enſhrined in a mighty phlegma- 
ad ic body. The old fellow's phraſeology, as 


* 4 
— 


159 


g:. Vell as his library, diſcovered, that he was, as 
12. well as myſelf, a run-away ſtudent. I like- 
the wiſe afterwards came to know, that he had 


nd Keen a ſurgeon, and had been ſent thither as 
my q ſoldier by kidnappers; and at the ſame time 
of RJ learned, that he had got the greater part of 


of} f his books by marriage with a parſon's daugh- 
the er, his preſent wife. This good woman could 
the Mot have choſen to counteract her phlegm, a 


ile nore choleric piece of goods for a huſband, 
to. ho, in ſpite of a naturally good diſpoſition, 


his was ſaid, for trifling faults, to have beat ſe- 


na- 4 eral of his fla ves to death. I could pive you, 
es, Mir, many inſtances, that the exercile of- any 


the rrime whatſoever, particularly ſuch as the 
rn. Wave trade, or the traficking with the liber- 
by ies of mankind, never fails to plunge men 
ind into diſorders and miſdemeanours of various 
ine Winds. 

nad | : 

200 ; On the lands belonging to this farm ſtands 
ch, Wie Tower of Babel, ſo they call a hill, which 
In s mentioned by this name by KuLB», as be- 
and Ming of a remarkable ſize, and which will ever 


nk > ' remain 


73 
1772. 


April. 


| 
k 
: 
| 


n 


n 


* 
. 
_— 
* 
3 
fl 
1 
i 
4 


Web 


* 2 
x 


”— "noo; Et = ang - 


2 Sen . E 


MER a 


© 


74 


A VOYAGE 10 THE 


1772. remain a ſtanding monument of this author 
April. inaccuracy. . I paſs over my little adventure 


with /erpents, ſcorpions, cameleons, and other 
animals of the lizard kind, well Knowing, 


that you are not endued with taſte enough ty | | 
take pleaſure in, and be ſenſible of, the beau. i 7 


ties of theſe reptiles, a race of animals with 
which this Canaan of Africa abounds. 


turn homewardsz,particularly once on a large 
plain. 


themſelves, and ſeemingly did not with to git 
us any information, as every one of then 


pointed out to us an almoſt entirely differen 
way. Jabbering to me all at once in Hig 
Dutch, Low Dutch, and Hanoverian, &c. ther 
all endeavoured. to make me believe, that IN 


ſhould meet with rivers, mountains, deſerts, 
and the like, if, according to their ſea dialed, 
I did not ſteer my courſe right. Another alk 
ed me whither I was bound? and then told 


me how I ſhould lay my tacks to ſtarboard and 


larboard. I thanked them, and got awaj 
from them as well as I could; on which the) 
formed a ring round my ſervant, and chatter: 
ed to him about the road till his head wa 
quite turned. 8 
pute themſelves about the ſame ſubject, by 
which means we both got looſe from them 
What was now to be done? Being without 


chart or compaſs, I endeavoured to direct u 
couri: 


But | 
muſt not omit to tell you, how puzzled and 
undetermined we frequently were on our rc. 


Almoſt eat the. end of it we met with 
ſeven of the company's ſervants or ſoldier, 
but by no means to our advantage; for thei 
my fellow-chriſtians, intoxicated with the vin 
which they carried about them in leathern bo- 
tles or calabaſſes, were at variance among 
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At length they got into a dit ; 
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ö 
courſe by the ſun, till I overtook a black hea- 1772. 4 
then, who was tending ſheep; and in conſe- April. EY 
quence of whoſe ſober and ſenſible directions, 
| arrived in the evening at a farm-houſe,' the 
bailiff of which, a Hanoverian,. welcomed me 
in the moſt friendly manner, with a hearty 
flap of the hand, in the African ſtyle. He en- 
tertained me with milk, and an account of the 
love affairs and mtrigues he had when he was 
a ſoldier in England. He alſo gave me a liſt 
(«hich, by his deſire, I gok down” in my 
pocket-book, as the reſult e his own expe- 
rience) of the conſtant order of precedence in 
love, which ought to be obſerved among the 
flair ſex in Africa: this was as follows. Firſt 1 
BS the Madaga/car women, who are the blackeſt | 1 
and handiomeſt ; next to theſe the Malabars, bv 


then the Fuguneſe or Malays, after theſe the 1 
Hottentots, and laſt and worſt of all, the white "i" 
Dutch women. The exceſſively nice ſtewed 8 
cabbage we had for ſupper, he ſuppoſed to be w 
the beſt in the world; and at the ſame time, by 
that its criſpneſs proceeded from the foil being 
8 bichly impregnated with ſalt-petre. In fact, the 
had here was ſandy and low, and probably con- 
taned much ſea-ſalt. Being but two chriſtians 
W nnong twelve or fourteen men flaves, we 
bencd the door faſt, and had five loaded 
W picccs hung over our bed. During the whole 
veuing I had ſeen the ſlaves in ſuch good hu- 
mour, and ſo kindly and familiarly treated, 
that (with regard to their temporal matters at 
leaſt) they really feemed to be better off than 
many lervants in Europe; I therefore oblerved 
do my boſt, that his mildneſs and kindneſs was 
"Wt" bett pledge for their good behaviour, and 
the ſureſt preſervative againſt their attacks. It 
may 
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.obliged to puniſhꝭ them whenever they behare 


adminiſtration of juſtice, In order to avoid 
| does not permit any female flaves to be kept 
well as in other places, where I formerly wa 


a ſervant, Now they are loneſome and ſolitz 


farm ariſes from the breeding of horſes. 
Could he keep female flaves here, he would 


A VOYAGE To THE 


may be ſo, replied he, but beſides that, ſeve. 
ral runaway. and rebel ſlaves are continually pain 
wandering about, in order to plunder houſe; | {ilen 


of victuals and fire- arms, or elſe to draw other; | pate 


over to their party; we have likewiſe inſtance; | der 
of the blacks becoming furious at night, and their 
committing murder, more particularly on the fign : 
perſons of their maſters; but ſometimes, if of m 
they cannot get at them, on ſome. of their he w: 
comrades, or elſe upon themſelves. I an ſtout 
here in the place of a maſter to them, and an count 
lit not 
Sout fr 
W weete 
le, 
Warm, 
che co 
my I t 
Fry (cl 
Fon ſai 


ill to me or to each; other. The Buguneſe in 
particular are revengetul, and nice about the 


9 * N 8 


jealouſy, quarrels, and murder, my maſter 
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here; but I could wiſh it were otherwiſe, a 
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ry, and conſequently flow and ſluggiſh enough {MnipeR 
The chief of my maſter's income from this| de 
. 3 dt ive. 
Wy brou 


3 Pecds n 
. upor 
Dad fifty 
Would | 
om thi 


From the information that I have juſt giver t ten ; 


you, you will perhaps, my good friend, be at Pelre ˖ 


get ſtill more by the propagation of the human 
ſpecies; and indeed, a female flave who uf 
prolific, is always fold for three times as mul 
as one that 1s barren. 


to think with me, that even the moſt ſupportail he mot] 
ble kind of tyranny always brings with it itz a for 
own puniſhment, in troubled fleep and an u- ilk, fel 
eaſy conſcience. Slaves, even under the mild-rciale: 
elt tyrant, are bereaved of the rights of nn; all 
ture. Ihe melancholy remembrance of e by fe: 


painful 
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painful a loſs, is moſt apt to arife during the 177. 
© lence of the night, when it ceaſes to be diſſi- April. 
pated by the buſtle of the day. What won- 

der then, if thoſe who commit outrages on 
their liberties, ſhould ſometimes be forced to 

3 ſign and ſeal with their blood the violated rights 

Jof mankind? Ought not my hoſt, gentle as 

Jhe was, to fear the elfects of deſpair-on twelve 
Sſtout fellows forcibly taken from their native 
EScountry, their kindred, and their freedom? Is 

it not likewiſe to be dreaded, that thus ſhut 

eut from the commerce of the fair ſex, which 

| Wweetens life, and renders its cares ſupporta- 
ee, their inclinations, which are extremel 
warm, ſhould treſpaſs againit manhood ?—In 
e courſe of our converſation on rural cecono- 

| y I took notice, that a ſlave born in the coun- 
ry (eſpecially a baſtard) who can drive a wag- 
„on ſafe and well, and who can be truſted to 

\ | os the other ſlaves, or is looked upon as 
clever and faithful ſervant, bears the price 

A Pf five hundred rixdollars. One that is new- 

ul brought from Madagaſcar, or is in other re- 

_ not ſo ſkilful nor ſo much to be depend- 

d upon, coſts from an hundred to an hundred 

Ind fifty rixdollars. A horlc that in Sweden 
Would fetch ten rixdollars, colts at the Cape 1 
Fon thirty to forty ; a draught ox from eight 2 
en ten; but à tolerable good milch-cow from * VU 
al Pebre to fohrteen; one ditto brought from 

ta: Ne mother country or any part of Europe, and 
Wk a ſort that produces a great quantity of 
un- Milk, ſells for forty or fifty rixdollars, and the 
116: urchaſer thinks himſelf favoured into the bar- 
na in; all which has ſince been confirmed to 
0 e by ſeveral en Km 
ful On | : 1 
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On Monday morning I took leave, and al. om 
ed the road towards home, when I was aw: t. 
ſwered, ** There is no road this way. Loi neſe 
mult leave the road that goes to the Cape u ill 
the right, and then go {trait forward through, 
the buſhes, when you will come within 6g8.14 
of the mountain that ſtretches itſelf betwen Mea 1. 
Conſtantia and the Cape; then go ſtrait fo reat. 
ward over the dry barren plains, to the nod hatt 
in the mountain; you may remember it hure 
very near Conſtantia and your houſe. 1 Phat 
will find no more farms in your way home! e an 
Well! thought I to myſelf, this looks as it} 
ſhould dine upon graſs to-day ; I was vexedg 
having had no breakfaſt, and was too balkiif 
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Wnce 
to give a hint of it to my hoſt, who the dH ood. 
before had received me with ſuch hoſpitalſ ende 


We had not long been in fight of the mouf cter 
tain, before we ſaw a cloud ariſe from it, vi pect. 
did not turn to rain till it arrived at the pg illi 
we were in. This ſhower, which was pre tes br 
heavy, ſubjected me to the greateſt incon tereſt, 
niencies, having. expoſed myſelf to be Ms cout 
through, in order to ſhelter my herbal. Mis and 
of ſuch a nature is this climate, that in a k = ofle 
minutes, as ſoon as the ſun ſhone out again, 
was quite dry. In the evening, when I can 
to Alphen, 1 learned, that it had not rain With 
there in the leaſt, but · the cloud covered Mich is 
mountain in its uſual way. Well plea 
| W's of 
arch, T 
g, and 
ring. 
hink 1 
ger in 


Kr my d 


Tx 


[ muit not omit to tell you, that on the 10 

I ſeveral times entered into a religious diſcou 
with my heathen companion ; he aſſerted, ti 
| was the firſt that had ſpoken to him on ti 
ſubject, at the ſame time that he was fo ſtif 
(for ſo he called himfelf) as not to know 
comp! 
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Sheſc matters; however, he did not ſeem un- 


Pilling to believe every thing that any body 


ould think proper to tell him. His thoughts 
ad never aſcended to a ſuperior being, nor 
Ned him to the firſt origin of any thing, to the 
Sreature or to the Creator. He very well knew, 


Shurches, but had never thought of aſking to 
What purpoſe. Very likely it may be ſo, was 
Me anſwer he uſually gave me, when I talked 
him on this ſubject. Notwithſtanding this, 


3 — E % * — — 
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nce of vice, and a veneration for what was 
od. The perſon, who at that time recom- 
i ended him to my ſervice, gave him the cha- 
u cter of being extremely faithful. In other 
lig eſpects his mind was capable enough of be- 
Ss illumined; but as the making of proſe- 
en tes brings the Dutch in neither capital nor 
i tereſt, this poor ſoul, with many others of 

Ws countrymen, was neglected. But more of 
Wis and other matters by the next opportunity 
Vat oflers. x 


I am, &c. 


With the botanical excurſion, the detail of 
icheis given in this letter, I was extremely 
Wcll pleaſed on ſeveral accounts. The fix laſt 
ys of it might almoſt be called a forced 
arch, intermixed with a good deal of leap- 
g, and (what tires one full as much) clam- 


n Mhink I could have laſted out ſeveral days 
ſtuß ger in the ſame manner. The next day 
nov Wer wy departure from the Cape, was, as I 
have 


P 


Wat the white men aſſembled together in the 


e ſeemed to have in ſome meaſure an abhor- 


ring. With the ſame inclination, however, 


79 


| ; omprehend any thing concerning it, nor did 1772. 
Sc think it was for him to trouble himſelf with Abril 
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make a little excurſion every day. 
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have already related, the moſt tireſome to me, 
afterwards both my limbs and joints ſeemed vi 
get more uſed to the exerciſe. The two vi 


three firſt days after I had got home, I felt nt 


ſelf ſore and tender, or, as people uſually c 
preſs it, beat and bruiſed all over, but tl 
went off by degrees: in like manner as| thank 
to the violent exerciſe I had taken, ſome dil R. 
greeable, | though flight ' touches, of a rh 
matic gout entirely vaniſhed, with which 1 
been troubled ſome time before, and th 
chiefly in rainy weather; and which did nl : 
return upon me, before I was expoſed to t 
cold in the Antarctic polar circle. After nj 
return home, however, I was wiſe enough 
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1 dence at Alphen, after the Authors return 
From Paarl. 


N one of my excurſions I had the good for- 
tune to meet with Mr. Hemming, the ſub- 
overnor, on his farm, in the diſtrict of Con- 


I flantia; who, though he thought highty of the 


Wcience of botany, was yet aſtoniſhed that my 
Fenthuſiaſm for it ſhould have carried me fo 
Far about in the ſpace of fix days, viz. from 


the Cape over Tiger-berg through Paarl, Bor- 
ary, and ſo in a circle home again, and this 
by no means by the neareſt way. 


Mr. Hemming's garden was one of the beſt 
in the diſtrict; he had taken pains to procure 


| Werafi of orange and lemon-trees, and layers 
of the pomegranate from Spain, from which 


he promiſed himſelf fruit equal to the Spaniſh, 


as what grows at the Cape at preſent is not 
quite ſo good. Divers ſorts of cherry-trees, 
> that grow here, ſcarcely produced a fingle 
4 cherry, though various trials had been made 
ks with them in different ſpots. The beſt method 
he had found of rooting out a wniola, which 
Nas overrunning his kitchen-garden, was to 
Wow i it with; cabbage for a year, as he had ob- 


Kerved, that this weed never throve on land 
Ppbere cabbages had been fown. The piſang 
Vor. I G was 
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was to be met with in his garden of a luxy. 


#: 


riant growth, but was ſaid not to produce fruit 
of ſo high a flavour as it does in its native | 
country. A ſpecies of this grows wild in the 
Houtniquas country, a diſtrict ſomewhat to the 
eaſt of Muſcle-bay ; though I could never find 


it there myſelf. 


I continued at the farm at Aphen till about | 


the middle of November. Entirely taken uy 


with the Cape plants, I did not ſeldom revolve | ; 


in my mind, how I ſhould go on with them for | . 


months and years enſuing ; but fate had order. 
ed it otherwiſe. In fact, it was ordained, that 
I ſhould ſuddenly change the continent of A. 
frica, its delightful ſummer-climate, and itz 


beautiful flowers, for a bleak cold ocean, 


blocked up with mountains of ice. 
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Voyage to the South-Sea: 


_ 5: c TL 


De Circumſtances which gave occaſion to this 
[2 Voyage. | 


HE circumſtances which gave occaſion 1772. 
Fz to this voyage were as follows: The Aptil. ; 
ſhips Reſolution and Adventure, deſtined to 


make a voyage towards the South Pole and 
round the globe, were at that time at anchor 
gn Table-bay. The Meſſrs. ForsTER accom- 
panied them in the capacity of naturaliſts ; and 
had an appointment from the Britiſh crown of 
oool. ſterling, or 8000 ducats, for the whole 

. e They were brought to Alphen by 
Major Van Para, in order to be introduced 

to me. By this means I had the pleaſure of 

AP, Enjoying their company for a couple of days. 
As the ſouthern continent, which was till 
Epretty generally ſuppoſed to exiſt, had taken 

no mall hold on my imagination, this was 
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1772. ſufficient reaſon for me to congratulate theſe MR 
April. gentlemen on the truſt repoſed in them, and s 
the good fortune they had in viſiting as natu. WY 1 


raliſts, ſo diſtant and unknown a part of our d 
globe. I found them not only eager each for MW {; 
his own part to fulfil what the world expected t 
and required of them, but they even went bt 
far in their zeal for the more accurate inveſti. t 
gation of nature, as to think of procuring nit 
aſſiſtant, at no ſmall coſt to themſelves, and s. 
therefore offered me my voyage gratis, with n 


part of ſuch natural curioſities as they might a d 
chance to colle&, on condition of my aſſiſtingg a tx 
them with my poor abilities. Such an unex o 
pected return to my compliment, had almol v 
deprived me of the power of anſwering them, p. 
had not my heart dictated to me the moſt liveh un 
expreſſions of gratitude to them for the con. tu 
dence they placed in me. But before I cou to 
give a determinate anſwer to ſo lucrative and Pa 
agreeable a propoſal, which at the fame time pr 
did me ſo much honour, but likewiſe ſet be 25 
fore me a tedious, difficult, and dangerouMt 0 
voyage, the affair ſeemed to require ſome com ho 


ſideration. Should I accept this offer, thougu ſel 
I, and the event prove fortunate, I ſhould ſoon "a 
forget my fatigues, nay, frequently remember of 
with pleaſure the difficulties I had undergone ref 
On the other hand, ſhould I once neglect timo 
opportunity, I ſhould long have to upbrad tho 
myſelf with the omiſſion. I recolleQed, tha her 
the great Linnæus had frequently ſaid, ns 
thing had vexed him more in his whole liſe tha, 
than that, when he reſided in Holland, he hit 
not accepted of the offer which had been mad tm. 
him of taking a voyage to the Cape of GooljſW®"4 
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in caſe that any of the plants which are ſo uſe- 
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As two Swedes, Dr. SoLanDer and Mr, 
SPOERING, with remarkable honour to them- 
| ſelves and advantage to ſcience, had before un- 
| dertaken a voyage to New Holland, &c. and 
| ſo round the world, I could not help wiſhing 
that a Swede likewiſe might have the oppor- 
tunity of making a viſit to the ſouth pole, and 
the continent ſuppoſed to be in the vicinity of 
it, I had reaſon as well as the Meſſrs. For-' 
' sTER to hope, that the aſſiſtance of a third 
naturaliſt (meaning myſelf) might add to the 
E diſcoveries of the curious productions of na- 
ture, which the two others were ſo intent up- 


on making; eſpecially in thoſe places, which 


were now about to be viſited for the firſt, and 
In other reſpects, 


ful in the colder parts of the north ſhould be 
found in the ſouth, who could be ſuppoſed ca- 
pable to collect them with ſuch aſſiduity, or of 
pe; the ſeeds of them with ſo much care 
as a Swede ? Again, on the other hand, if my 
Voyage ſhould prove unſucceſsful, I was in 
W hopes that my miſeries, together with lite it- 
ſelf, and all its train of attendant evils, would 
bare a ſpeedy end. Occupied by reflections 
Jof this kind, I paſſed the night, perhaps more 
Treſtleſs than will eaſily be imagined. The next 
morning by day-break, the diſtraction of my 


thoughts carried me to my chamber window; 


here I fixed my eyes on the adjacent meadows, 
Las though I meant to aſk the plants and flowers 


Wthat grew. on them, whether I ought to part 
With them ſo haſtily. 


They had tor a long 
time been almoſt my only; joy, my ſole friends 
and companions z ; and now it was theſe only, 
Bw hich in a great meaſure prevented me from 
making 
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A VOYAGE TO THE 


making the voyage. At length I came to A 
reſolution of undertaking it; yet with a fiel 
determination, that if I had the good fortune 
to come back to the Cape, I would again oc. 
cupy myſelf on this ſame ſnot with the mot 
delightful of all employments, the inveſtigation 
of nature. I therefore began to get ready fy} 
my journey; and ſent ſpecimens of the inſech 
and plants I had collected to Sir CHARLES L 
Ns and other lovers of the ſcience. The 
reſt of my collections, &c. I left at the Cape 
at the preſident's houſe, deſiring him to dil 
patch them to Sweden, in caſe he ſhould te 
ceive any certain information of our ſhip's be 
ing loſt; or in caſe my abſence for any lengf 
of time, ſhould give him reaſon to doubt d 
my return. The danger of the journey wa 
however, the leaſt of my cares; the ſuppoſe 
length of it, together with my ignorance | 
the Engliſh language, as well as of the diſpo 
ſition of the people, with whom I was to be 
converſant during the whole time, perplexi 
me much more. The farewel letters I wrot 
to ſome of my relations were ſo much th 
more painful to me, as I could cafily imagine 
to myſelf their anxiety and uneaſineſs on ti 
account of my impending fate. I thereforſſ 
thought it moſt adviſeable, to repreſent ui 
journey to be as eaſy and commodious as waf 2 
conſiſtent with any n of probability. 
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In the ſeven months that had paſſed ſince nf 
departure from my native country, I had had nag 
news from thence. I now gave up all bote bg 
of getting a ſingle word of intelligence fron 
any part of Europe for four times that per 
Thus circumſtanced, how much it colt me 0 
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go on board, leave thoſe to imagine who are 1772. 


not entirely devoid of feeling. 


What happened during this remarkable voy- 
age, I fear would be liable to tedious repetiti- 
ons, were I to relate it in the form of a jour- 


nal, partly on account of the frequent occur— 
W rence of events pretty nearly reſembling each 
T other, and partly by reaſon that various iſlands 
vere viſited ſeveral times; a more particular 
account of the voyage therefore, I muſt defer 
to ſome other opportunity. 
for the ſake of preſerving the order and con- 
nexioq of time, it ſeems requiſite, that I ſhould 
here, in its proper place, give ſome account, 
though as conciſely as poſſible, of the different 
W regions we explored during the ſucceeding 
twenty-eight months, till the time of my land- 
a ing again ſafe at the Cape. 
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ve made our way through floating iſlands ol 
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Voyage fron the Cape of Good Hope to Nen e 
Zealand. 2 | 
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N the 22d of November, 1772, at fou he 

o*clock in the afternoon, we failed fron r 
the Cape. The very ſame day ſtormy ver e 
ther, and the diſagreeable kind of ſicknei f 
which uſually attends people at ſea on th 
ſetting out, appeared to a degree ſufficient ie 
make many with themſelves on ſhore. With 
in eighteen davs from our leaving the flowen d 
meads of the Cape, we found ourſelves ven ne 


near a conſiderable large floating iſland of iy 


The thermometer ſtood at a few degrees abo et 
the freezing point, while our latitude wa: 
only 50 deg. ſouth. How diſagreeably ws 
paſled the remainder of the ſummer in th 

hemiſphere, may be gathered from this, tha 


ice, ſometimes as _ as mountains, till wh 
came to lat. 67. 10”; ſo that we are, ani 
probably ſhall ie to be, the only mor 
tals that can boaſt of the frozen honour (2. 
may call it) of having paſſed the antarQic pol 
lar circle. A hundred and twenty-two das 
or ſomething more than ſeventeen weeks, ven 
elapſed, without our having been able to e 
land; but not without our having gone througME"P: 
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The aurora auſtralis, which in the 


European, now appeared ſeveral times in the 
onth of March, on the 26th day of which 
onth we anchored in Daſty- bay, ſituated near 


: he ſouthernmoſt promontory of New Zealand. 


rom hence we went to Cook*s-trait, where 


e had a ſight of that moſt ſingular junction 
f the water with the clouds, which by ſailors 
called the water- ſpout; and the next day, 
Peing the 18th of April, we anchored in 
Nueen Charlotte s- ſound. The other ſhip, the 
Hdventure, had been ſeparated from us ever 
Wnce the 8th of January in the preceding year, 
Py a fog. After this ſhe had inveſtigated the 
Weſtern coaſt of Van Diemen's Land in New 
Holland, and a part of the coaſt by which it is 
Juppoſed to be joined with South Wales, which 
latter was diſcovered in Captain Cook's former 
Poyage. 
ids d hat this ſhip had, fortunately for us, landed 
11 ve ? 
>, and 
mor; 
r (a1 
ic pont irom thoſe that grow in other parts of the 
daz lobe. Theſe, therefore, together with the 
„ weng 
to ſet th 
rough 
diver 


It was great pleaſure to us to find, 


Wt the place previouſly agreed upon for the 
Wendezvous. 
Fountry are, excepting ſome of its ferns and 


The plants and trees in this 


oſſes, almoſt entirely unknown, and differ- 


ew ſpecies of birds and fiſhes which are to 
e found here, afforded me an agreeable oc- 
upation, The inhabitants, on the other 

hand, 


89 


uivers perils, not to mention the hardſhips - 1773- 
Which we underwent of various kinds; eſpe- April. 
Tially that of having, for the greater part of 
She above-mentioned period, remained in ex- 
T&cſlively cold latitudes, continually ſurrounded 
With ice. 
Wouth is the ſame as the northern lights in our 
Pemiſphere, a ſpectacle never before ſeen by 
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hand, a race of cannibals, live in ſuch a 8 


ſerable condition, and have ſuch manners 2 


cuſtoms, as may excite our pity and compaſigl 


in behalf of our own ſpecies ; yet, as amo 


civilized nations there are not wanting ſuch 


are a diſgrace to human nature, ſo amor 
theſe very devourers of their own ſpecies, a 
might diſcover ſome traces of a good dispo 
tion, as well as the ſeeds of ingenuity, whit 
under the foſtering care of the ſoul- inform 
ſciences, might render theſe our fellow. 


tures, now plunged in darkneſs, a much n 


virtuous and happy people. 


This nation chiefly depends on fiſhing i 
its -ſupport ; and by purſuing ſuch an unc 
tain hvelihood, they want both time and uf 
clination for agriculture and the mechanic 


" de 


arts, as well as for that order and regularif 


which is requiſite for the prevention of i 
barbariſm in which theſe poor people are at 
ally plunged. For while they are ſeeking at 
their food in the water, they ſuffer their lan 
to be infeſted with an uncommonly large ki 


of . ſtinging nettles, with other weeds at 


thorny plants, ſo that they are very i 
quently obliged to tranſport their huts 
deſert ſhores, unſtable and floating, as are th 
animals, which they have to purſue in a bound 
leſs element. Notwithſtanding this, the om 
poſſeſſes ſuch a degree of ſecundity, that it 
capable of being converted into the molt i 
tile arable land or vine- -yards, ſufficient to gi 5 
food and other conveniencies of life to a gr 1 


number of inhabitants, who, united amor 
thenitelves, would compoſe a very power 
re publ 
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epublic, and be in a condition to extend their 1773. 


Dcean. (Collate with this my oration on lay- 


pg down the office of preſident of the royal 


Ecademy of ſciences.) 
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ECT 


Fir/t Voyage from New Zealand to Otaheite, a 8 4 
from thence back again to New Zealand. 


; < 

Ne | N the 5th of June we ſailed from Nl 5 
— Zealand, and had thoughts of taking in 
refreſhments in.ſome of the warmer iſlands, i 

the cold ſeaſon was now ſet in in this pan a 

the world. After we had been at ſea a iq 

days, we reſolved upon killing a fat, thou. 

ugly Dutch dog, before the ſcurvy, toget : 

with the ſhort commons of the ſhip, thou , 

render his fleſh unfit for eating. Area t 


uſed in our run between the Cape and N T 
Zealand to put up with theep that had died ee 


the ſcurvy or other diſorders, diſeaſed ha | 
and geeſe, we certainly were not now in Me 
condition to turn up our noſes at a roa n 


dog, which was really nice and well-taſte d 
After we had paſſed the tropic, we came he 
ſight of divers iſlands, ſome of which had beg 
diſcovered before, and others had been HM 
therto entirely unknown; and on the 16th 
Auguſt we arrived at the far-famed, thou! 
perhaps, too highly celebrated, illand of 0s - 
heite. We were in the greateſt danger of ſuMſho 
fering ſhipwreck on rhis iſland, ſacred to lot 
for our keel ſtruck ſeveral times very hay # 
againſt the coral rocks, before we came !| 


anchor. After remaining here fourteen da 
V. 
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gut probably an uninhabited iſland; looked 
Et for the iſlands of New Am/terdam and 
Nie Middleburg, diſcovered about a hundred 
Wears ago by Tas MAN; and having found 
em, and taken in refreſhments there, re- 
Wrncd again to Queen Charlotte's-ſound, in 
2w Zealand, after having been abſent from 
about half a year. 
Wrding 


briſk 
ch other, they came ſo near together in 
Wnlcquence of the great ſwell of the ſea, 


goth gone to the 3 


If very few people, n 
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d Otaha, and afterwards diſcovered a new, 


During this run, ac- 
to the time of the year it was win- 
r; but, with reſpe& to our feelings and 


Sc warmth of the weather, it was ſummer. 


e likewiſe met with a greater variety of re- 


Parkable ſubjects for deſcription (ſuch as the 
Sfcrent countries, their produce, the nati- 
Ms that inhabited them, and their pecu- 
Ar cuſtoms and manners) than I am able 
® comprize here in a ſmall compals. 
pt, however, help relating ſome few events that 
Eppened at different times: as for inſtance, 


I can- 


e evening when both ſhips, driving before 
gale of wind, wanted to ſpeak with 


d the dilatory manceuvering of the men at 


e helm of one of the ſhips, that notwith- 
Wanding 
Wllcd out with the greateſt anxiety, /arboard 
d port, they were within a hair's breadth 


the officer of the watch repeatedly 


ſtriking againſt each other; in which 


Ec they would doubtleſs have daſhed one 


other to pieces in an inſtant, or elſe have 
As beſides my- 
t even the officers 
longing to the watch, were on deck, this 
cident is neither mentioned in the log-book 


of 
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; be viſited the iſlands of Huaheine, Uliatea, 1773. 
Auguſt. 
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of the ſhip, nor in any of the journals ye if 1 went 


Auguſt. publiſned. It ſeemed in the beginning as tune 


© SS 


both ſhips would ſtrike with their broadfidg {ot te 
againſt each other, but directly upon that the 
Adventure dropped aſtern, and with the poin 
of her bowſprit came within two or thre 
yards at leaſt of our mizen-ſhrouds, and { 
made a flouriſh over our taffarel and enſign. 
ſtaff. Upon this, an officer who belonged t 
another watch immediately obſerved, that f 
was in the higheſt degree imprudent, and 
without the leaſt ſhow of reaſon, to fail w 
to each other in ſuch a briſk gale and high 
ſurge ; to which the officer of the watch made Wi 
no farther reply, than juſt to repeat ſeven 
times with great ſeeming ſatisfaction, * It i 
all over now.” Indeed, they both allowed, 
that we were very near ſuffering ſhipwreck in 
the middle of the ocean. The other accident 
1 ſhall relate, concerned myſelf alone. One 
when I was on a botanical excurſion in Hur 
heine, ſome Indians fell upon me and plun- 
dered me; leaving the upper part of my bo. 
dy quite naked, with ſeveral marks of vio- 
lence on my head and breaſt. This incident 
proceeded partly from a fancy the Indians had 
taken to my clothes, and partly from a de. 
fire of revenge; Captain Cook having jul 
before been obliged to drive away an 1mpu- 
dent Indian by force, and take his weapons 
from him. 
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We were ſeparated from the Adventure on 
the coaſt of New Zealand by a ſtorm, and 
never ſaw her afterwards. She came to an- 


chor in Queen Charlotte's-ſound, before we 
well 
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vent from thence, where ſhe had the misfor- 1773. 
Auguſt. 


tune to loſe her whole boat's crew, conſiſtin 

Jof ten men, who were killed, roaſted, and 
eaten by the cannibals. Upon which ſhe ſet 
out on her way home, and arrived in Euro 


Ea year before the ſhip commanded by Cap- 
tain Cook. 
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length of the whole earth's diameter; wht 
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Second Voyage from New Zealand to Otaheii, | : v 


and from thence back again. in 


3 the 25th of November in the yer 
1773, we ſailed from New Zealand, uM 

order once more, and during another ſun. 2 
mer, to explore the cold ſouthern latituda 19 
From the 13th to the 21ſt of December wM 900 
paſſed for the firſt, and in all probability u T 
the laſt time, that part of the globe, which i ve 
the direct antipodes to Sweden ; fo that I of! 
now on the ſpot the molt diſtant from my u plai 
tive country of any on the whole globe, uM 
the neareſt way home, ſuppoſing one cou 
go through the center of the earth, or tl 


about ſix thouſand eight hundred and twenty 
one miles. This aſtoniſhing diſtance, hows F 


ver, did not prevent my rapid thoughts fr O 
frequently viſiting my beloved countrymen M and. 
relations during this period, while my fe the! 
were in direct oppoſition to their's. Aft abou 
this we advanced ſtill farther, inſomuch t vere 
on the 2oth of December we paſſed the Mears 
tarctic eircle a ſecond time, and did not rep proof 
it till the 25th, fo that we kept our Chriſtmas thi 
eve (though, it muſt be owned, a very mt chem 
gre one) in the frigid zone. On the 26h f Wfire-ar 
the following month we paſſed the ſouti vo 


pol 
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polar circle, for the third time. We now pe- 1774. 
netrated into the ſouthern regions as far as we March. 
could go; as before we had got to 71 deg. 14 
min. we were prevented by the ice from putting 
in execution the ſcheme we had fondly formed 
of hoiſting the Britiſh flag in a ſixth part of 
the world, or even in the ſouthern pole itſelf. 
eit We now therefore turned about to the north, 
in order to take in refreſhments in a warmer 
WT climate, as winter or the cold ſeaſon was ex- 
pected ſoon to return. „ ern 


u On the 14th of March we anchored off Eaſter- 
un and, which is ſituated in 27 deg. S. lat. and 
ada 199 deg. 46 min. W. long: Here we found no 
good water, and few refreſhments of any ſort. 
y 10 The lava and other volcanie productions that 
chi ve ſſaw here, together with ſome huge images 
i of {tone raiſed to ſome height from the ground, 
Fuß plainly evinced, that ſome violent revolution 
e, Not the carth had defaced a country which had 
coll been formerly in a more flouriſhing condi- 
r tion, and thereby reduced a once powerful 
wa 
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, VolFnation to the wretched ſtate in which we now | "i 
ml 7 N 9 
fro On the 16th of March we ſailed from hence, 1 
n a and on the 7th of April anchored off one of N 
fe che Margue/as iſlands. Theſe are ſituated in 13 


Aich about 10 deg. of lat. The greater part of them | x 

h ta were diſcovered by the Spaniards a hundred oF 
nc years ago. The inhabitants gave us ſeveral i 
rep proofs of their diſpoſition to hoſtilities as well + 
iſtaßhas thieving, fo that we were obliged to leave 1 
i Mei 


them ſome bloody marks of the efficacy of our 1 
610 Wfire-arms, Having ſtaid here a few days we e 
uther Vol. I. H ſet 4 
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1774. ſet ſail; and after a quick paſſage, landed at 
April. * Tegkea, in lat. 14. We met with ſome hoſti- 


lities from the people here, but contented our. 
ſelves with inſpiring them with terror, by firing 
our cannons over their heads. We afterward; 


diſcovered ſeveral ſmall iſlands, and at length, 


on the 22d of April, came to anchor for the 
ſecond and laſt time off Otaheite, where we re- 
mained till the fourteenth of May. Various 
circumſtances contributed to render our abode 
here more delightful than before. We non 
procured many more intereſting informations 
touching this country and people, than were 
known before. On the 2d of June we were 
informed by ſome of the inhabitants, that two 
ſhips had landed at Huaheine or Ovaheine, one 
of which was larger than ours. By ſubſequent 


accounts from Spain we know, that this ſhip 


was from the Spaniſh ſettlements in America; 
and that the year before, during our ſtay at 
Otaheite, ſome of the crew-belonging to a Spa. 
niſh ſhip had been left there, one-of whom had 
actually hid himfelf in a crowd of people, on 
being, though dreſſed in the Indian faſhion, 
taken by an Engliſh ſailor for a European, and 
accordingly accoſted by him in the French lan 
uage. This, with ſeveral other circumſtances, 
makes it highly probable, that the Spaniſh ſhips 
were ſent both years to be ſpies upon us, and 
to make repriſals upon us in return for our v. 
ſits in a part of the world of which they are ſo 
extremely jealous, and of which they look up- 
on themſelves as the ſole proprietors; eſpecial 
ly conſidering that previouſly to this they have, 
merely on account 3 carrying on an ill 
cit commerce, puniſhed many Engliſhmen, by 
3 condems: 
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| ; _ condemning them to hard labour in their mines. 
. = (see the Gottingen Magazine for 1780, No. I. 
| 7. 75. 


s £ After we quitted Otabeite we paid a viſit to 
„ Huahine and Ulitea, likewiſe for the ſecond and 


e ME laſt time; leaving on the latter iſland a ſenſible 
e ouch, who about eight months before had had 
the courage to come on board of us. His 
le name was Ozpipe, though waere ne 
* ase. * = ; 
N$ 


hip tile manner. They hit me on the arm with a 
2a; large ſtone, and threw a javelin among us. 


For which reaſon we did not ſtay to anchor 
pa- here, but went on to Namocka, or New Rotter- 


had dam, one of the friendly iſles above-mentioned: 
on Win the ſame vicinity we ſaw ſeveral iſlands, be- 
on, ſides thofe diſcovered by Tas Mau, and upon 


and one of them there appeared a volcano. Oa the 


lan Nad of July we deſcried a ſmall inhabited iſland, 

ces, Wvbich we called Turtle Mand, and the next day 
"| I ade a haſty landing there. On the 16th we 
and rame to the iſlands diſcovered by Quixos; 
| Kwhich M. BoucAin ville inveſtigated more 
. calling them the Cyclades; but Captain 
up- 00k, who now diſcovered a greater number of 


cial hem, gave to the whole of this Archipelago the 
ave, Name of the New Hebritlcs Off one of thefe, to 
\ ill» rhich we gave the name of Mallicola, we caſt 
, b Deo. on the 22d of July. Here we found a 
emſ- H 2 diminu- 
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1e On the at of June we failed Fac Ulitea, 
re 4 and on the 6th paſſed by Hove's iſland On the 
wo WE 16th we diſcovered Palmerſtone's iſland, and'on 
ne E the 20th! Savage iſland; ſo called from out be- 
ent ing received by the ſavages there in a very hoſ- 
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1774 diminutive race of people, with a language pe. 
Auguſt. cyliar to themſelves, and poiſoned: weapons. h 
They received us in a friendly manner, not. 1 
withſtanding which there happened a ſkirmi MR ; 
between us; however, after ſtaying there 2 at 
couple of days, we parted friends. t 
On the zd of Auguſt we anchored. for a fey ih 
hours before Irromanga, a newly diſcovered w. 
iſland, the inhabitants of which affered to de. aii 
tain our captain and boat, an attempt which oc 


many of them paid for with their lives, al. 
though but two of our people were wound BR 
ed. On the 4th we anchored before the (ail 
iſland of Tanna, in 19 deg. 30 min. 8. lat. WR N. 
Cloſe by the harbour there was a volcano, WWE wh 
which ſhowered aſhes upon us every day. Te cr 
ſmoke, flame, and loud thunder . proceeding WF veg 
from this mountain, afforded a beautiful and hat 
ſublime ſpectacle. The inhabitants ſpoke a pe. WT and 
culiar language, of which we had not the lea 
knowledge; and ſhewed us much friendſhi Wi 
though not without committing ſome hoſtil- Wa 
ties, which drove us to the diſagreeable nt. 
ceſſity of ſtaining this otherwiſe hoſpitabe Wat 
ſhore, with the blood of ſome of the inbabi- 
tants. On the 20th we ſteered again for ti: 
northern iſles of this Archipelago, but a 
length quitted them entirely, after having 
ſpent in the inveſtigation of them forty-lix 
days; a period of time, in which we alter 
nately experienced pleaſure, diſguſt, and dan; 
ger. More than once we were expoſed 0 
the poiſoned weapons of the natives, fron 
the ſlighteſt wound arifing from which, IM 


had every reaſon to dread as painful and " 
rips 
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e- rible a death, accompanied with madneſs, as 1774 
u. happened to ſome of Captain Carteret's crew, ptemb. 
vt TE when they were wounded on the coaſt of New 

ih EE Guinea. At one time our ſhip had run aground; 

a MT at another ſhe was in danger of daſhing againſt 
the rocks; and at another time, viz. on the 
iſt of Auguſt, of being conſumed by fire in 

ev WE the open ſea; when it would have been our 

red wretched fate, either to be blown up in the 

de. air, or to have ſought for death in the briny 

ich ocean. 


nd: On the 4th of September, after three days 
the fail, we diſcovered the largeſt iſland, next to 3 
lat, New Zealand, in the whole Pacific Ocean, "i 
no, which by Captain Cook was called New Cale- ; "9Y 
The donia, and ſeemed with reſpect to its ſoil and = 
ding vegetables to reſemble New Holland. The in- 
and WT habitants were civil and hoſpitable, but poor, 
pe. and ſpoke a language peculiar to themſelves. 
lea At this place, by great good fortune, I avoid- 
ſhip, ed eating the liver of a poiſonous fiſh, in 
ſtil- company with the captain and Meſſrs. For- 
ne. er, who were extremely ill for ſome days 
table afterwarde. On the 15th, for want of wind, 
vc were near being driven on the rocks; 
and on the 28th at night were in the moſt 
dangerous ſituation, being ſurrounded by a 
coral reef, That evening, when I went to 
bed, there was the greateſt probability that 
ſhould never wake again, but at my very 28 
Walt gaſp: I however had the good fortune 1 
Wo go to ſleep directly, and flept very ſound, I”, 
nd the next morning to find that I had eſcap- 4 
ed the moſt imminent danger that could well Wo 
Pe imagined, | | Wo 
E On 
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1774. On the 1oth of October we faw Norfil 


October. iſland, in 29 deg. 2 min. S. lat. the firſt di 
covery the Engliſh made beyond the tropic, 

We landed upon it, and found it uninhabit 

ed. On the 18th we came for the third tim 

to anchor in Queen Charlotte's Sound in New 


Zealand. = 
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S E N . 


[oyage from New Zealand to Terra del Fuego, and 
from thence farther on towards the South Pole. 


N the 1oth of November we ſailed from 1774. 


New Zealand. Our ſhip was now found ><". 


quence. In the ſpace of ſix weeks, we hid 


BE ſailed over the whole ocean between New Zea- 
band and the ſouthernmoſt part of America; 
and on the 2oth of December anchored: to the 
= ſouth of Terra del Fuego, where we ſaw the 
= moſt wretched race of men in the world. On 
the 29th we paſſed Cape Horn, and on the 31, 
or New-year's eve, we anchored off a little 


iſland near Staaten-land, in the ſtraits of Le 
Maire; here we had an agreeable amuſement 


in hunting an innumerable quantity of ſea-lions, 


ſeals, and ſea-fowls. 


On the 23d of January, 1775, we ſailed to 


A the ſouth-eaſt, and on the 14th diſcovered the 


iſland of South Georgia, in lat. 54 deg. 38 min. N 
lere were landed in all ſpeed, and though it "0 
was now the ſummer ſeaſon, we found the 14 
whole country covered with an eternal ſnow, = 
excepting ſome of its coaſts, on which there * 
grew only one ſingle ſpecies of graſs, and a uh 
lort of ſanguiſorba. This horrid country, how- 
ever, afforded us ſome freſh, proviſions, viz. 
the 
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1775. the fleſh of the ſea-lion and ſeal; a kind of 
January. food that we had ſome time before learnt t» 
put up with. We afterwards found one after | 
another, ſeveral ſmall iflands and rocks; on! 
one of which, in conſequence of a fog ariſing, | 
we very narrowly eſcaped being ſhipwrecked; 
an accident which, in the circumſtances we 
were in, would inevitably have put an end to» 
our voyage and diſcoveries, together with our 

lives. 


On the 28th of January, in lat. 60, the ſhiy 
could make no way on account of the ice. On 
the 31ſt we found ourſelves in a fog, and very 
near a high land, covered every where with an 
eternal ſnow ; but the approach of winter and * 
other circumſtances, occaſioned* us to git 

over all farther inveſtigation of this place, the 
This furtheſt point of land that we could ſee, Not 
we called the ſouthern Thule, as being the molt ple 
diſtant land ſeen in this hemiſphere. 


p * 
* + 
I; 
* 
. 
AS) 
TL 
xg 
o 
E 
6 
Ped 
* 
bo 
of 


Pu — 


. «x6 18 
CATS 2 © Ec «7 BA 
oh HF * 


very 
h an 
and 
gie 
lace, 
ſee, 
molt 8 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


g5 © CT IE 


Return to the Cape of Good Hope. 


BZ A T length we quite turned our backs up- 
| : on theſe cold latitudes, when the daily 
Wncreaſing warmth, and our approach to the 
Worth, to the civilized world, to our friends 
** our home, contributed to enliven us with 
he hopes of a quick and fortunate concluſion 
to the whole voyage, and the many diſagreea- 
le circumſtances attending it. But that we 
ow had many more hardſhips to undergo, 
Ethan Byron, WaLLis, and Cook had fut- 
| Fred in their former voyages round the 
earth, many of our officers, as well as of 
the crew, who had been on one or more 
. thoſe voyages, atteſted. The purpoſes in- 
Rended to be anſwered by our voyage, par- 
ticularly that of approaching as near as we 
could to the ſouth pole, required other at- 
empts to be made, other dangers to be un- 
ergone: the remainder of the voyage conſe- 
quently, was almoſt a concatenation of dangers 
f a hardſhips. 


On 
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1775. On the 17th of March we ſaw land, WI o 
1 March. the coaſt of Africa. The reader may m 2 
imagine, how delightful a fight this was tou th. 
In the mean while, entirely ignorant of Ho 
ſtate of affairs in Europe, we could not, wie th. 
once in fight of the harbour itſelf, aſſure ou bu 
ſelves that we ſhould not be picked up by ſon to 
unknown enemy, who might carry us out me 
priſoners, perhaps to the moſt diſtant part na 
the Eaſt-Indies. The next day, however, me 
overtook a Dutch veſſel, and received fru get 
her the joyful news of a general peace. mc 
fore night we ſaw ſeveral fails more, wü alu 
ſeemed to be ſteering by the Cape, and m pal 
ing as faſt as poſſible for Europe; and vi re. 
no ſmall pleaſure, particularly on my part, ter 
ſaw the Swediſh flag flying upon two of then eff. 
The ocean had hitherto, during our voyage ext 
been really too loneſome and deſolate a thea tur 
to us; and it would be neceffary to be 
weary of the uniformity of it, as we were, . 
order to enjoy a fight upon it, which at ing 
other time would have been of no con of 
quence. Neither is it any wonder, that in two 
long a ſpace of time, we came to be in ſon ano 
meaſure weary of each others company; wha 
for inſtance, thoſe who were uſed to enter 


the company with tales and anecdotes, we wel 
obliged to have recourſe two or three times ing 
the ſame ſtories, in order to furniſh their quot wa! 
in converſation. pat. 
| que 

The following morning we overtook i wh 
Engliſh ſhip called the True Briton, commane me 
ed by Captain BzoapLy, who ſent us ſon acc 
old news-papers. Full of love for my nat] it 1 


count! 
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> M 
1 agerneſs, ran over all the articles in them March. 
hat concerned Sweden; but found only a 
couple of lines, which gave me to underſtand 
that a great revolution had taken place there, 
put did not ſay when or how. This gave riſe 
to divers conjectures amongſt us, and was to 
me in particular an affecting ſubject to rumi- 
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ountry, I firſt and foremoſt, with the greateſt 1775. 


ate upon; but from what the Engliſh told 


me, as well as from what my own ideas ſug- 


veſted to me, I was convinced, that the com- 
otions in the Swediſh government were then 
almoſt at ſuch a height, as ſcarcely to be ca- 


Spable of growing worſe, and that thus this 
news in all probability argued ſomething bet- 
ter. This conſideration was not without its 
effect in comforting me, till time ſhewed how 


extremely right we had been in our conjec- 


At length on the Wedneſday following, be- 


ing the 22d of March, 1775, after a voyage 


of ſixty thouſand miles, and an abſence of 


to anchor in Table. bay. Thoſe who before us 


bad ſailed round the globe always went to the 


weſtward, and thus loſt a day in their reckon- 
ing. But, as we made the ſame voyage to- 


E wards the eaſt, and thus continually antici- 
pated the riſing of the ſun, we were conſe- 
W quently the firſt, and, indeed, only navigators, 
ok ui who had gained a day, or found a ſupernu- 
merary day on their journals. Conſequently, 
according to the Dutch almanacks at the Cape, 
it was on Tueſday, or the 21ſt of March, 


that 
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1 1775. that we landed there; ſo that, directly eo x i 
. March. trary to every known and uſual mode of e e 
preſſion, we actually had two Tueſdays in u 
ö week. =_ 


It was now a thing which we earneſtly wih 4: 
N ed for, as well as of the greateſt conſequen t 


. to us, to enter the harbour, as ſeveral of au s 
I crew were attacked with the ſcurvy. Ou Ine 
i unparalleled preſervatives of ſour- crout u 
[ wort, had, it muſt be owned, pretty well ken Pat 
f us from the ravages of this otherwiſe deſtru y 
0 tive diſorder, ſo that we loſt only one of ou fur 
crew by ſickneſs (an old complaint of thu: 
lungs) ſince we left the Cape; but our blooent 
Fi and humours were, as well as our malt, ahr 
4 the greateſt part of our proviſions, in cone ur 
il quence of the length of the voyage, ſpoiei no 
i and corrupted. Our bread was, and had bean 
= | for a long time, both muſty and mouldy ; and 
4 at the ſame time ſwarming with two different 


ſorts of little brown grubs (the curculio grau-. 
rius, or weevil, and the derme/tes paniceu\i 
which either in that ſtate or in that of ther 
* larvas, or maggots, had neſtled themſelv« MF 
* into every bit of bread that we had, ſo that r 
5 could not poſſibly avoid eating them; and they 
frequently diſcovered themſelves to us, the er 


former by a bitter, the latter by a diſagreeabl n 
cold taſte in the mouth. Nay, their larvas, ot eit 
! Ei 


maggots, were found in ſuch quantities in the 
peas-ſoup, as if they had been ſtrewed over WF 
our plates on purpoſe, ſo that we could not 
avoid ſwallowing ſome of them in every ſpool- 
ful we took. The peas uſed for this purpoſe, 
had been ground a little in England, that = 

mig 
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cb ight boil the eaſier, but had dy this very 
of cans afforded an eaſier paſſage to theſe dil- 
in on uſtful inſects. | | | 
} - 
What was of ſtill more conſequence, was, 
wih hat we bad only a quantity of bread, bad as 
uence was, ſufficient for a few days on board; and 


of on s for the brandy, an article of great import- 

Ou Ince to the crew, it was, if I remember right, 
t anfſfuite gone the day before we arrived in the 
l key Harbour. Pepper, vinegar, coffee and ſugar, 
eſtrur t py the help of which, taking them in their 
of ou furns, the ſalt proviſion would have been leſs 
F te purtful to us, we had for a long time been 
bloc entirely without. Our ſalt meat, now almoſt 
, n bree years old, having been kept on board 
cone furing the whole of this period, was the 
pole nore dried and ſhrunk up, as the ſalt had 
bend pad ſo much the longer time to abſord to it- 
; aul elf and dry up all the moiſture and juices. 
Feren heſe, with ſeveral other difficulties, occaſi— 
ran pned the joy we felt at having got into the 
Barbour, where we ſhould be able in many 


1:ceu\ ; f 
ther eſpects to lead, as it were, a new life, to be 


ſelves unbounded as it was univerſal. With plea- 
at ut ure likewiſe, and longing deſire, we received 
J the pur letters from Europe, but not without a 


„ the ery natural anxiety and fear, leſt we ſhould 
cab find in them accounts of the loſs of our dear- 
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time I had had an opportunity of making 
gave me, it muſt be owned, ſufficient cauſe 
I, for my part, in purſuance of the refolutiq 
I had previouſly made, ſtaid behind in Africa 
in order to continue my reſearches in thi 
country, of which I therefore now reſun 
the relation. | 


AP, 
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CR” AP 


5 ourney from Cape Town to the Country of the 


F 


| Rrfdence at Cape Town previous to the Author's 
2 African Expedition. 


Y deſires and thoughts continually ran 
7, upon making a journey into the inter- 
al parts of this country, and viſiting the dif- 
rent nations of it. For the preſent, how- 
er, I was obliged to ſtay in the town, and 
_= tor the appearance of ſpring or the fine 
Walon, HE "STS 


I have obſerved before, that the quaade 
Won, or winter, is reckoned to laſt from 
Wc 14th of May to the ſame day in Auguſt ; 
Ind that during that time, ſhips ſeldom ven- 
Pre to run into Table-bay. A Dutch veſſel, 
Phich nevertheleſs ſtill ſtaid here on ſome par- 
3 ticular 
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1775. ticular buſineſs, and on the night ſucceedin lic 

May. the 14th day had thrown out all her ancha te 

on account of the violence of the north-yl 

wind, was very near being driven on the rock 

ground that lies by the fide of the fort. M t. 

day after this, or the 15th, the bay was i cc 

much agitated by the ſtorm, that no boat ne 

floop could go to or from the above- ment fa 

ed ſhip. The next evening the wind increase th 

as the night came on, and the poor ſeam we 

had reaſon to fear that every minute wou n 

be their laſt. The extreme darkneſs of td 

night, contributed not a little to make t 

4 danger, and even death itſelf more terribe 
4 | I lived in the upper ſtory of a ſtone houſe wi 
6 wards the higher part of the town, where 
7 hurricane ſhook the windows, roof, and, I hl 
be almoſt ſaid, the whole houſe. This my fit 
tion, as well as the more dangerous one oi 
4 the Dutch ſhip, awakened in me a lively 8 
1 | membrance of the Antarctic cold, and the vi 
| rious ſtorms I had experienced; and made 
more thoroughly ſenſible of the comforts o 
good warm bed-chamber upon terra fim ea 
but at the ſame time excited in me ſo muh 
the greater compaſſion for the veſſel in diſtt he 
Contrary to all expectation however, its a 
| chor and tackling were proof that night again 
the ſtorm; and the next day's. calm, at th 
ſame time that it put the ſhip out of dang 
diffuſed ſatisfaction over the ' countenance 
of every one. Another event of this king 
though it happened during my abſence, wi 
I was gone on my voyage to the South-va 
deſerves however to be recorded in this plac 
more eſpecially as it is a farther proof of lM 
unſafeneſs of this road in winter. Here 
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4 ay in Table- bay till the boiſterous ſeaſon had 


i ear the land on the fide of Zout Rivier, not 
War to the northward of the fort. 
the morning, as ſoon 2s this happened, orders * 
were iſſued by government, that no one ſhould, 
Pn pain of death, preſume to approach, even 


weight and authority to this reſolution of theirs, 


Mcighbourhood ; but neither theſe, nor any 
Other meaſures taken by them, were in any 
ay conducive to the ſaving of the crew, be- 


: card very diſtinctly; but the ſwell of the ſea, 


Wy another wave and drowned. One of the 
.th-Scll8t 
8 plac £ 
of ti ö , 
ere i" N 


Feepers of the company's menagerie, who be- 
fore break of day, ere the prohibition was 


* 
Xs 
L. 4 — 


9 * 8 
1 
Pons the account of it, as I had it confirmed 1775. A 
3 1 
to me by ſeveral eye· witneſſes. Y. 4 


The ſhip which happened to 


Fong Thomas, 


commenced, was driven on ſhore by a ſtorm 


Early in 


from afar, this unlucky ſhore ; where, to give 


Whey had with equal readineſs erected gibbets, 
and at the ſame time poſted troops all over the 


= 


M 5 * * - e 3 q Þ 
x 3 : — — 22 ME; 
PRES . E r * _ — 
0 > " "2" > 4 jp „ 
* 38 . us > I by * d 
8 1 A 2 - 7 F y 1 
7 — A pA. £. = be Wr gs, Fo YE 
* dy! 


en 


Ing merely calculated to prevent ſuch goods 
W merchandize being ſtolen as might chance 
to be thrown up in the wreck. The ſhip, how- 
Ever, was wrecked very near the ſhore ; ſo that 
the crew's diſtreſs and calls for alliſtance, were 
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(hich with the greateſt violence waſhed over 
Ie ſhip and broke againſt the ſtrand, made it 
Impoſſible for them to ſave themſelves i in boats, 
Ind highly dangerous to attempt it by ſwim- 
ing. Some of thoſe who ventured to ſwim 
o ſhore, were thrown againſt the rocks and 
laſhed to pieces; others, as ſoon as they had 
Prrived at the ſhore were carried back again 


ade public, had rode out to carry his ſon (a 


1 in the army) his breakfaſt, came by 
that 


touched with compaſſion of ſo noble a kind 
and at the ſame time ſo operative, that ext. 
ing himſelf firm on his ſpirited horſe, he ſwan 
him over to the ſhip; encouraged ſome d 


them ſeverally to lay hold of the end of a rope 
which he threw out to them for that purpoſe 
and others to faſten themſelves to the hork\f 
tail; then turned about, and carried them ſak 
on ſhore. This animal's natural aptneſs fa 
ſwimming, the great ſize of his body, the 
firmneſs and ſtrength of his limbs, prevented 
him from being eaſily overpowered by the 


(well of the ſea. 


But unfortunately this generous and adi 


OY 0 
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veteran himſelf became a victim to death. 
Fourteen young perſons he had actually ſaved; 
and while endeavouring to preſerve more tha 
it was poſſible for him to do in ſo ſhort a time, 
he and his horſe were both drowned. Th: 
occaſion of this was as follows; after the © 
venth turn, having ſtaid a little longer tha 
uſual to reſt himſelf, the poor wretches oty 
board were afraid that he did not intend to re 


turn; for this reaſon being impatient, they 
redoubled their prayers and cries for aflil-W 
ance ; upon which, his tendereſt feeling being 
wrought upon, he again haſtened to their te. 
lief ere his horſe was ſufficiently reſted. Ti 
poor animal, almoſt ſpent, now ſunk the ſoon-W 
er under his burthen, inaſmuch as too mam 
ſought to be ſaved at one time; and one d 
them, as it was thought, happened unluckiyi 


to catch hold of the horſe's bridle, and 0) 


that means drew its head under water. Ti 


bold 


— 
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ant 
leath. 
wed; 


than 


time, 
TiN 


than 


aſſil. 


The 
\ ſoon- 
many 
Ine o 


uckily ho, while they, with a laudable emotion, 
Wamented the unhappy fate of Vol rEMAD and 
Wis lon, affirmed, that a fmall line might, by 


12 


ad by 
This 
bold 


"= 


Military or civil department, they 
are to provide for them, and make their fortune 
=p: ſpeedily and effeftually as poſſible. But un— 
EJortunately, in the ſouthern hemiſphere they 
1e e pad not all the ſame grateful ſentiments. The 
EFoung corporal VoLTEMA PD, who had been an 
es of 
to . elf up in the ſervice of the company and of 
Win 


ered as any promotion. 
J he had already quitted that ungrate- 
ul country, and was gone to Batavia, where 
he died before the news of ſo great and unex- 
Epctted a recommendation could reach him. 
bere were ſeveral inhabitants of the Cape, 


TIF 
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CAPE ox GOOD HOPE: 


put himſelf into this danger for the relief of 


Others, without himſelf being able to ſwim. 


have therefore conſidered it as my peculiar 


duty, as well as a pleaſure, to preſerve his 


ame, which was VoLTEMAD, together with 


his gallant exploit of his in theſe pages. In- 
Wpired with ſimilar ſentiments, the Eaſt-India 


irectors in Holland, on receiving intelligence 


ſof this affair, raiſed a monument to his me— 


mory, in a manner worthy of themſelves and 
Him, by calling one of their new-built ſhips 


after his name, and ordering the whole ſtory to 


bc painted on the ſtern. Theſe orders were 
accompanied with letters to the regency at the 
Cape, the contents of which were as follows: 
That in caſe Vol T EMD had left any iſſue in the 
ould take 


Eyc-witneſs to his father's having offered him- 


ankind, was refuſed his father's place, though 


* N | he appointment to it could ſcarcely be conti- 
ell 
eir te- 


From mere chagrin, 


tome 
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5 hold and enterprizing philanthropiſt commands 1775. 
Jour eſteem and admiration the more, as he had May. 
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1775. ſome good ſwimmer, or by Voltemad himſel 
May. have been handed from the ſtrand to the ſhip, 
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J 


by means of which one or more ſtout rope 
might have been ſtretched out between thek 
latter, for the purpoſe of ſaving the crew. | 
was likewiſe thought, that the iſſuing of thx 
ſevere prohibition, and the appointment 


* ” 


the guard of ſoldiers, were not of ſuch uſe uf 


the company as they were imagined to be; af 
not to mention other things, even ſo heavy: | 
commodity as iron was ſtolen away from th: 
wreck; which, after the ſtorm had abatf 
and the ſea, that had riſen conſiderably, haf 


retired again, as good as lay upon dry land. 


Under the preterce of preventing the pe 
ple belonging to the ſhip from being plunder ſi 
ed, they were directly put under a guard up 
on the ſpot from that time till the evening; 
and that without their having taken any ri 
treſhment, although they were wet and hu 
gry, and wearied out with the labour of th 
preceding night. For ſeveral days after tix 
they were ſeen wandering up and down tit 
ſtreets, begging clothes and victuals. One «Me 
theſe, indeed, is reported to have met wit" 
peculiarly rough treatment. This was a fail 
who, in order the better to ſwim for his lik, 
went off from the wreck almoſt naked, ane 
having got ſafe on ſhore with his cheſt, oper] 
ed it, in order to take out a waiſtcoat to cove 


his nakedneſs; he was, however, not ol) 


hindered in ſo doing by a young chit of a” 
officer, but was obliged to put up with a fer 


ſtrokes of a cane into the bargain ; being tol 


at the ſame time, that he was liable to be hang | 


ed without delay on one of the newly-erede 


gibbets; | ; 
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was impoſſible for him not to be ignorant of 
the prohibition, and that he could clearly prove 


F tha 
nt off 
ule u 
2: %|l 


av) if 
n the 
dated, 
„ bal 


1d, 


peo. 
under. 
rd up- 
ming; 
ny re 
| hun 
of the 


r thi 


vn the 
Ine dg 
t wich 
ſailor, 
8 lie 
d, au, 
oper 
coe 


t onlf 
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Viſh, that my informer might be found to have 
Prer-charged his colours in the black painting 


bang has made of this tranſaction! On the con- 


refed | ö 
* favour of thoſe who have the misfortune 


2 fey 
8 toll 


bbets; 
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| ribbets; as, directly contrary to the expreſs 


Wer 
OC 


prohibition of government, he had preſumed 


to meddle with goods ſaved from the wreck. 


Erhe ſailor excuſed himſelf with ſaying, that it 


Himſelf to be the right owner of the cheſt by 
the key of it (which, in the failor's faſhion, 
was faſtened to his belt,) as well as by a pſalm- 
book, wherein his name was written, and which 
Yay in that fame cheſt. Notwithſtanding all 
his, it was with great difficulty that he ſaved 
His neck from the gallows. He was forced, 
However, naked and wet as he was, to wait in 
the fields till the evening, with no other co- 
vering than the ſky. Shivering with cold, he 
at length, through repeated entreaties, got 
permiſſion to look after his cheſt, and take 
What he wanted out of it, but now found it 
Þroke open and plundered. To conclude. 
when they had taken him to the town, and 
there left him near the gates naked and bare, 
&s above deſcribed, he had, however, the good 
fortune to meet with a tender-hearted citizen, 
ho immediately, without the leaſt heſitation, 
gave him the coat off his own back, and took 
him to his own houſe. 


This anecdote of the ſailor I had from one 


| Fingle perion only ; but though that perſon's 


4 55 for veracity was unimpeached, yet, 
or the honour of our ſpecies, I could heartily 


wary, rather may the ſame compaſſionate law 
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to ſuffer ſhipwreck, take place in Europe ay} 
its colonies as it does in China! on the co 
of which kingdom, all ſuch as are unfonyf 
nate enough to be ſtranded, whether nat 
or ſtrangers from the moſt diſtant county, 
find not only perfect ſecurity for their perf 
and effects, but are likewiſe maintained wif 
found in every thing till they get to thaf 
own home, whither they are ſent at free-col 
Some of the crew of the Frederic Adolphu, if 
Swediſh veſſel, ſhipwrecked on the Plata bal] 
September the 3d, 1761, who landed in tha 
boats before the Chineſe town Katſie, expe 
enced in its fulleſt extent the efficacy of a 
eſtabliſhment that does ſo much honour wſ 
mankind. Mr. MavLe, the ſupercargo, ww 
likewiſe was one of the number, has aflurfi 
me, that they were all received with the gre 
eſt humanity, maintained at the emperor's a 
pence, and conveyed in one of the larger kin 
of Chineſe veſſels to the other Europeans uM 
Canton. 5 


* 


As in the preceding pages I have made mc 
tion of the ſtormy winters at the Cape, it ma 
not be improper to give here a ſummary a 
ſtract of my meteorological obſervations is 
the months of May, June, and July. Wii 
regard to the temperature of the air I muſh 
previouſly remind the reader, that I made whit 


of a FAHRENHEIT's thermometer, which . 


given me by Dr. FoxsTER at our parting ; 
that the obſervations taken with it were mal: 
in the ſhade, in the open air, between cg 
and nine o'clock in the morning, when uM 
temperature of the air was moſt like that l. 
the night, I muſt farther remark, that 

| WI 


pe alf 
e cod 
nfortyf 
native 
2Untry,p 


ay 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


&winters at the Cape are in general by no means 
evere, and that this winter was reckoned one 


Sf the mildeſt. 


During the firſt half of May the thermo- 


peru meter kept fluctuating between 53 and 63 
ed a degrees; and during the latter half, between 
0 ther o and 58, excepting on the 27th of this 
e- month, when it was at the loweſt, or 49 2, 
pb, although the day was clear and the ſun ſhone. 
a bat, he rainy days in this month were the 11th, 
in therlſ Heth, 15th, 16th, zoth; and among theſe the 
expert three firſt named (were the worſt, and ac- 
of a} companied with tempeſtuous north - weſt winds; 
our u ſo that when I paſſed Zout Rivier on the 11th, 
o, vu the water was no higher than my horſe's knees; 
aſſun but when I repaſſed it on the 15th, the water 
> greu had riſen ſo high, in conſequence of the rain 
ah cl = tide, as to reach up to my ſaddle. 
Er Kin 
cans WE In the month of June the thermometer was 
between 54 and 60. There was a fall either 
of rain or ſnow on the 1ſt, 2d, 3d, 4th, 14th, 
le meg 5th, and ſo on to the 31ſt incluſively. Be- 
it 0m plides theſe, there were a few other cloudy 
ary days, attended with a high wind; but the re- 
ons e mainder reſembled our fine ſummer days in 
Nuß sweden. On the 3d, it rained very violently, 
| mw when it happened that a quantity of water 
ade u which, in the preceding days, had been col- 
ch ui ected on the mountain, burſt its way down to 
1g ; the town, and filled the canals there, at the 
e maß lame time overflowing ſome of the ſtreets ; ſo 
n eig that for ſeveral minutes, it roſe to the height 
1en of two or three feet againſt the houſes. It 
that (likewiſe waſhed away a ſmall wall belonging to 
hat da (tone houſe, and carried it under the build- 
wine | ing, 
/ 
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4 1775. ing, at the lame time ruſhing into divers cd 
1 July. lars. 
— 


| | In July, by reaſon of ſome intervening 2 
[ fairs that hindered me, I obſerved the ſtate g 
| the weather only till the 19th; during tha 
time, the thermometer kept between 54 ani 
59 degrees. The rainy days were the (th, 
5th, 8th, 11th, 12th; clouds without rain on 
the 3d, 9th, 1oth, 1 3th, and 14th. 1 
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ITEIN'S Treatiſe on the Diſeaſes of 


GOOD HOPE. 


Preparations for the African Expedition. 


TYNURING the major part of the winter 

months I lived in the town itſelf, and at 
times made preparations for my journey in ſe- 
veral ways, among which might be reckoned 
my practiſing phyſic and ſurgery; as what I 
acquired by theſe means, was a great help to- 


wards equipping me-out in the expenſive man- 


ner my undertaking required. My travelling 


purſe was farther fortified by a lucky ſpecula- 
tion in commerce, and hkewiſe with ſixty du- 
cats (for which ſum I had a right to draw a 


bill for acceptance) for my Engliſh tranſlation 
of our able Swediſh phyſician Van Ros EN- 
Children. 


; This work J undertook and finiſhed in the laſt 
year of our cruiſing in the South Sea, moſtly 


in the rougher climates, as I at that time was 
the leaſt taken up with buſineſs of any other 
kind, except that of writing; though even in 


this caſe J was not unfrequently obliged, on 
account of the ſtormy weather, to cling with 
my legs round the foot of the table, and hold 
= myſclt faſt with one hand, in order to be able 


GAS 
Ef 
— 


to write with the other. I take this opportuni- 


ty of ackngwledging my obligations to Meſlrs. 
Foks TUR for various alterations they were ſo 
kind as to beſtow on the tranſlation here allud- 

ed 
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Engliſh tongue made extremely neceſſary; 3 
likewiſe for their taking care of the impreſlig | 
of it at London in the year 1776. 


With a view of rendering my intende| 
journey more agreeable and convenient, | 
made every poſſible enquiry where I could 
hear any thing concerning it; but inſtead d] 
gaining any uſeful intelligence, I was left mor ff 
in the dark than I was before, as moſt of th: 
information I could collect was confuſed an 
perplexed ; the various accounts I heard, be. 
ing often contradictory to each other, but fiil 
more frequently claſhing with probability it 
ſelf. I was chiefly diſſuaded from the jour. 
ney, as being a very abſurd and dangerou] 
undertaking, eſpecially as, being a ſtranger, 
as yet unacquainted with Africa, and far fron 
rich, I muſt neceſſarily ſubject myſelf to eve 
ry kind of inconvenience; but ſince I far 
nothing impoſſible in the affair, at leaſt not in 
making the experiment, I purſued my deſign 
With this view I formed an acquaintance and 
even friendſhip with Mr. DANIEL FEerDinan 
IMMELMAN, a young African, who before thi 
had, merely for the ſake of pleaſure, made a 
little trip into the country, to which he was 
induced by the following ſpirited reflection: 
that it was very little either to his honour or 
to that of the other African coloniſts, that 
they had neglected inveſtigating their own 
country, ſo that they would ſoon be obliged 
to apply to me and other ſtrangers, for intel 
ligence concerning themſelves and the ver) 
place of their reſidence. For his own part, 
he was ealily perſuaded to enter into all my 
| deſigns 
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deſigns and favour me with his company; 
put we were obliged to lay our heads toge- 
Ether and ſtand firm by each other, in order 
to get the permiſſion of his relations. His 
mother, a ſenſible European lady, together 
Z with her layely daughter, at length gave their 
| $ conſent, and principally on this account, that 


young Immelman had very weak lungs, and 


the beſt remedy for him would be to take a 
long journey on horſeback, eſpecially as he 
had the advantage of being accompanied by a 


© phyſician : and on the other hand, he had 
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reaſon to fear a more certain and horrid death 


in conſequence of the complaint he laboured 


under, than any thing that might be appre- 


| hended from the attacks of the roving Hot- 


tentots or of the wild beaſts up the coun- 
try. His father, an old experienced ſoldier, 
who had ſerved both in Europe and the Eaſt- 
Indies, and was then lieutenant in the garriſon 
at the Cape, at length gave his conſent on the 


principle, that a lad ſhould never be ſhy or. 


backward, where there was any, danger. For 
this purpole Mr. Immelman provided himfelf 


with a good eaſy nag, for which he gave fifty 


rixdollars; I had already bought an ordinary 
galloway for thirty-four, and a new baggage- 
waggon, about the ſize of the ammunition- 
waggons in Sweden, but covered over with 
a tilt made of ſail-cloth, and finiſhed in the 
lame manner as thoſe -in which the peaſants 
uſually travel in this colony. The price of 
it was likewiſe what was uſually given for 
theſe carriages, that is, about two hundred 
rixdollars, reckoning ſeventy-four for the wood- 
work, and eighty for the iron-work ; the yoke, 
the hind chains, and thoſe for the traces, the 


{ail- 
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provided myſelf with a ſmall ſtock of ga 
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ſail-cloth covering, and a box for the coon 
made up the reſt of the ſum. To draw; 
waggon of this kind there are uſually require 
five pair of oxen, which I therefore bargain 
ed for at eight rixdollars a head. I furt 
took with me medicines of ſeveral ſorts, z 
well for our own uſe, as for that of the per. 

ſants, to whom they might be of great ſervice F 
and procure us a better reception. I likevik WR. 
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beads, braſs tinder- boxes, ſteels for ſtriking K 


fire with, and knives, together with ſome t. n. 
bacco all theſe were commodities peculiath g 
acceptable to the Hottentots. We likewik WM; 
took with us an oaken caſk, made for the pur. MM: 
pole of keeping ſerpents and other animals u g 
brandy; alſo ſeveral reams of paper for dig. ec 


ing plants, with leads and needles for inſe@s, in 


and at the ſame time ſome neceflary changes Mit 


of apparel. Neither did we forget to takt tt 
with us plenty of tea, coffee, chocolate, anl Mii 
ſugar, partly for our own uſe, and partly to in- Wo, 
ſinuate ourſelves into the good graces of th: iq 
yeomen, who by reaſon of the great diſtance a, 
they are at from the Cape, are often without Mar 
theſe neceſſaries. I was told indeed, that . 
quors would infallibly anſwer this -purpole 
much better; but the room they took up, {la 
their weight, and the expence of them, pte. tt 
vented me from taking any with me. We bmi 
were well provided with needles of ſeveral 
ſorts, as by means of theſe, and a few goo! n 
words, we ſhould be enabled to gain the good 
graces of the farmer's daughters, as well a Jt 
their aſſiſtance in collecting inſects. I bought Wt; 
too thirty odd pounds of gunpowder, with a Þ 
{mall quantity of which we filled ſeveral my 

whic 
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nich we kept near at hand; the remainder 


coon, PPE. c emptied into a leathern bag, and locked it 
"Vip in my cheſt, by way of keeping it out of 
gui Ine way of the lighted pipes of the Hottentots. 
rgar Ewe took with us ſhot of different ſizes, about 
urthe ſeventy pound in weight, with a tolerable ſtock 
ts, a pf balls, lead, and moulds for caſting. It is 
e paſeertain, that the expence and quantity of this 
vie ammunition, was much more than we were 


kevit zdviſed to take with us, or than I myſelf 


gli znought neceſſary. 
| Cape, however, after an eight month's jour- 
me to- 
uliath 
kewil 
IC Pur. 
nals u 


riking 


r dry: 


On our return to the 


Mey, it was almoſt all uſed. I would therefore 
adviſe every body, who may hereafter under- 
take an expedition of this kind, to ſtock them- 
ſelves well with powder and ſhot. Every ſhot 
does not take place, and not a little is expend- 
ed in the ſhooting of ſmall birds; ſome too 


nlects, muſt be ſpent in ſhooting at marks. Beſides, 


nange Þ 
) take 
e, and 


to in. 


of the! 


iſt ance 
71thout 


hat l. 


urpoſe 


1, pre 

We 
ſeveral 
V good 
e good 
vell as 


it may happen, as it did to me and my party, 
that for ſeveral weeks together, one may have 
little elſe to live upon than what falls before 
one's gun; not to mention, that prudence re- 
quires one to be prepared with ammunition 
againſt the hoſtile attacks of the Boſhies-men 
and Caffres. 


. As the coloniſts here are enjoined by the 
K Up, 


Jaws to ſeize and bring to the Cape all ſuch as 


travel about the country without being able to 


ſnew a permiſſion in writing for that purpoſe, 
therefore ſolicited and obtained the gover- 


nor's paſs, requiring that I ſhould paſs every 
where free and unmoleſted ; and at the ſame 
time that the inhabitants ſhould aſſiſt me as 


zought far as lay in their power, on receiving a rea- 
with 2 Þ 


horns, 
which 
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ſonable compenſation. In another letter, th 
people belonging to the warm baths in Horte, 
zots Holland were enjoined to find me in lody, 

ing; for this remedy I was reſolved to in 
againſt the rheumatic pains I experienced if 
conſequence of the cold, to which I had bee 
expoſed in the Antarctic circle. 
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Journey from the Cape to the Warm Bath. 


Hf the morning of the 25th of July I rode 1535. 
from the Cape. My waggon was driven July. 
by the boor, who fold me the five pair of oxen 


before mentioned. But this I was not to have 
till I got to this ſame man's farm near Bott- 
Rivicr, which 1s in the way to the warm bath, 
Whither I was going. There are no houſes of 
entertainment eſtabliſhed in the inland part of 
this country; ſo that every one is obliged to 
travel with their own horſes and carriages, as 


Ewell as their own proviſion. Our road lay 


through the low country over dry ſand and 


| heaths. In the middle, or the warm part of 


the day, like other travellers in this country, 
Fe let our oxen go to water and look out for 
paſturage. Theſe animals are eaſily ſatisfied 
with the poor nouriſhment of the dry ſhrubs 
and graſs, which are moſt common about the 
Cape, but the horſes are under a greater dif- 


Ehculty to find proviſion ſufficiently fine and 
nouriſhing, It is chiefly for this reaſon, that 


in Africa moſt of the beaſts of burden they 
ule are oxen; and it is, perhaps, from the 


lame cauſe, that the horſes here are ſeem- 
ugly leſs ſtrong and hardy than they are in 
Turope. 


As 


127 


* > 


128 


1775. 
July. 


tied up to the wheels and poles, and alſo tl 


hank” of 


A VOYAGE To Tre 


As ſoon as the cool of the evening cam 
on, we continued our journey over Eerſte N 
vier to the foot of a high 'mountain, cally 
Hottentot Holland's Rloof. The environs ben! 
were higher and leſs parched up than in tf 
former part of our journey, and were beſidz 
adorned with ſeveral pleaſant farins. It val 
already night, and as dark as pitch, when wſi 
alighted; we made a little fire, by which, à 
ter we had finiſhed a moderate ſupper, wi 
went to ſleep. All the conveniencies I had H be 
ſleeping were at preſent, as well as during en 
major part of my journey, reduced to the u in 
ground for a bed, a ſaddle for my pillow, a 0 
a great coat to cover me from the cold of Ha 
night; for a place to lie in we looked out f fo 
the ſide of ſome buſh, which ſeemed mo m. 
likely to ſhelter us from the ſouth-eaſt, or an to 
other wind that might chance to blow at tu II 
time. When it rained, we lay in the tilt- way vt 
gon itſelf. Here, on account of our baggapy lf to 
we were {till worſe off. The beſt place n 
could find for myſelf was my cheſt, thougiin 
even that had a round top; Mr. IMMELMayMw 
being flender and leſs than me, was able the 
though not without great difficulty, to ſqueen tie 
himſelf in between my cheſt and the body d ee 
the waggon, where he lay on ſeveral bundle \ 
of paper: he had, however, no reaſon to boa the 
of a much eaſier bed. Sometimes we made hot 
our bed under the waggon, where, being urg % 
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der cover, we were ſomewhat ſheltered indeei 
from the rain and the dew ; but on the other Db! 
hand, had rather too near, and not quite | 
agreeable neighbours in our oxen, which wen 


the rails of the waggon, and were ſo obſtie 
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; perous, that we could only venture to creep 
among the gentleſt of them. Theſe compa- 
Enions of ours were moreover very reſtleſs, 
when any wild beaſt were near the ſpot: 
Again, when we had an opportunity of taking 


Ja night's lodging at a peaſant's houſe, we were 
for the moſt part rather worſe lodged. In 
moſt places the houſe conſiſted of two rooms 
Fonly, with the floor of earth or loam; The 
interior one of theſe was uſed for a bed-cham- 
ber for the boor himſelf, with his wife and 
children. The outer one compoſed the kitchen, 
in a corner of which they ſpread a mat for us 
Fon the floor ; and in this generally conſiſted 
Fall the conveniencies the good folks could af- 
ford us. As for the reſt we were obliged to 
make our beds of our ſaddles and great coats, 


together with a coverlet we brought with us: 


he Hottentots of either ſex, young and old, 


who were in the boor's ſervice, always choſe 


to ſleep in the chimney. This moſtly took up 
= whole gabel of the houſe, and at the ſame 


time had no other hearth than the floor, on 
LMAY EE 


Which conſequently we all lay pigging toge- 
| An hoſt of fleas and other inconvenien- 
Ties, to which we were by this means fub- 
1 made us frequently rather chuſe to 
llecp in the open air; in caſe the coldneſs of 
the air, high winds and rainy weather, did 
hot make it more diſagreeable to us. I thought 


he beſt way of furniſhing my readers with a 
general idea of the manner in which we were 
: oth" WWbliged to paſs moſt of our nights during our 
expedition, would be to give them an account 
Wt my firſt night's lodging. 
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The next day. being the 26th, we got uph 


day-break, in order to take our journey of 


Hottentots Holland's Mountain, in the cool 9 
the morning. The way up it was very ſteeg 
ſtony, winding, and, in other reſpects, ven 
inconvenient. Directly to the right of th 


road there was a perpendicular precipice, dom 
which, it is ſaid, that waggons and cattle of 
gether have ſometimes the misfortune to {il 
headlong, and are daſhed to pieces. It is failff 
too, that in order to drive up this and oth} 


mountains of the kind, even with the ſtrong: 


team of oxen, a man muſt not only have tk 
knack, as it is called, and a perfect goven 
ment of the beaſts, but muſt alſo at the am, 


ds. bas) 


time make uſe of a whip like that of the Aft ; 


can waggoners. Theſe whips are fifteen fer 
long, with a thong ſomewhat longer, and; 


laſh three feet in length, made of ſtout whit 
leather. This (in a certain ſenſe) moſt po 


ful inſtrument in getting the waggon ferwarl 


the driver holds with both hands, and, fitin* 
on the ſeat of the carriage, can reach the fi 
pair with it, and at the ſame time ſmack wn 
whip, when neceſſary, and diſtribute his cu, 
and laſhes among the oxen without intern 
ſion, never failing to touch them on the vn 
ſpot he wiſhes, ſo that the very hairs cone 
away with the whip. By this means he pub 
ſeſſes ſuch an aſcendency over them, as 
oblige, them to join their ſtrength all at once 
and pull the waggon out of deep pits, or lit 
over large ſtones and precipices that lie in thn 
road. But it requires a great nicety of att 

tion, not to drive them too far at once, not ri 


reſt them too long at a time; as in the forme 
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he f the chain, hooking it into one of the links. 
Down {till ſteeper hills, as for inſtance, ſuch 


| as that we were now aſcending, both the hind 
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quence of this, reſtive ; and in the latter caſe, 


; they lole the ſpirit to which they have been 
© previouſly wrought up, and which is neceſſary 


for the getting them on; and for want of 


which it often happens, that the waggon can- 


not be got from the ſpot. 


On going up the 


© ſteeper hills, therefore, the drivers are wont 
to let them breathe a little every half minute, 
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minute, or two minutes, as occaſion requires: 
on the other hand, in deſcending, even when 
the road is not very ſteep, particularly with a 
load, it is to be feared, leſt the waggon ſhould 
get down before the oxen, or tumble upon 
them, as only the hindmoſt pair is put into the 
© ſhafts, and are not able to hold back as much 
gas is neceflary : the waggon mult therefore be 
# /ocked, as they term it; this conſiſts in wind- 
ing a chain that is faſtened to the fore part of 


— 


the waggon, one or more times round ſome 
of the fellies of the hind wheel, and then, 
with a hook that hangs to the other end of 


wheels are locked, and ſometimes one of the 
tore wheels into the bargain, eſpecially in 
rainy weather, when it is ſlippery. In default 
of a drag-chain, the wheel is laſhed faſt to the 
leat of the waggon, and in this manner the 


* 9 TRE 


waggon is dragged down the hill; but in or- 
der that the loweſt fellies of the wheel that is 
e in tit 
f att 


to be locked may not be worn, together with 


the iron-work round it, a kind of fledge car- 
= rage, hollowed out in the inſide, and called 
= 2 /ock/boe, is fitted to it. 
* K 2 


This is a foot and a 
half 
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half in length, and made with hard wood; 
underneath it 1s generally ſhod with iron, and 
neareſt reſembles a trough, which is open be. 
hind for the wheel to run into. It is two or 


three inches deep in order to ſupport the 


wheel with its edges, and hinder it from fly. 


ping out; in the fore part of it there is 21 


ſtout ſtrap, with which it is faſtened or ſtrung 


upon the back chain. I am not ignorant, tha Þ 


in the north we uſe ice-hooks, or fafety-hooks, 


to our fledge carriages ; but, at leaſt, as fr |; 
as I know of, we have no drag- chains to our 


waggons. This would be highly neceſlary iy 
certain places, and particularly in the ſpring, 
and might be eaſily made. Beſides obviating 
the danger of the cattle running away with 
the team, this machine likewiſe prevents their 
being bruiſed in any other ways, or hurt by 
holding back, when they are going down hill 
Under the general denomination of mountain, 
particularly about this ſpot, 1 mean, not on|z 
high rocky hills, but likewiſe comprehend un. 
der this name all the more conſiderable emi. 


nences (more or leſs rock) as well as tl: 


ridges compoled of them. 


But to return to the Hottentots Holland: 
Mountain, as it is called. It was as yet ver) 


bare of plants. However, I had the pleaſure | 
of finding a ſuperb protea in full bloom. |! 
was this that I have deſcribed and given 


drawing of in the Swediſh Philoſophical Tran. 


_ actions for 1777, page 53, under the name ol 
Gu/tavus's Scepter. Flora, by conſecrating 
this beautiful ſpecies to ſo glorious and augut 


a name, perpetuates the memory of her in 


provemet 
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rood; provement and augmentation (ſo honourable 
„ and for our northern climate) by means of the pro- 
en be. tection, which the ſcience of botany has en- 
wo of BE joyed under the great kings of the Gus rav. 
rt the e race; and at the ſame time implies a wiſh, 
m flip ET hat under our moſt gracious king GusTavus 
c 18 1 II. the Scepter may {till continue to flouriſh. 

ſtrung 
t, tha WW This protea is a ſhrub from two to four feet 
hooks, in height, which ſometimes grows up undivid- 
as la WT cd as {trait as a rod, and at other times throws 
to our WT out two or three ſpiral branches, terminating 
lary in in tufts of flowers of a filver colour. What 
ſpring, is moſt remarkable in this plant is, its produc- 
viating WT ing two forts of leaves totally different from 
y wi cach other, viz. while the upper ones on the 


s their WT alk are from one to two inches long only, 


urt bY WT wedge-ſhaped and undivided, the lower ones 
vn hi. are ſeveral inches long, and divided into many 
untain, parts in the form of branches. 
ot only RE | 
nd un. I The road on the north ſide of Hottentots Hol. 
e em. and's Mountain was not near ſo ſteep, yet we 
as the were obliged at intervals to lock one of the 
EZ wheels. All this part of the country, that lies 
on this or the north ſide of the above- men- 
land: tioned mountain, is by the inhabitants com- 
et ver} 8 {monly called Agter de Berg, or Over de Berg. 
lealure By noon we came to Palmite Rivier, where it 
m. | runs through a beautiful little plain. Here, 
iven according to our uſual cuſtom, we baited 
Tran. i during the heat of the day. As not a ſingle 
ame ad bridge is to be found over any ſtream or river 
cratin; in all Africa, and ferry-boats are eſtabliſhed 
augut only at two places, we were obliged to croſs 


er im over at this part in water four feet in depth, 
vemen ? | which 
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which reached quite up to my ſaddle. Though 
the rivers in thoſe places, where they crok | 


* 


the public roads, are generally not deep, je 


this method of paſſing them is ſometimes dam] 
gerous as well as tedious; for after one d 


more days rain, eſpecially in winter, it often 
happens, that one is obliged to ſtay a weck 


or a fortnight, and ſometimes longer, befor] 


the water is fallen enough for one to venture 


to paſs it; and that in places where, at other] 
times, (particularly in ſummer) one may 4 
moſt go over dry-ſhod ; and though the v 
ter ſhould afterwards fall in ſome meaſure, ont 
cannot nevertheleſs venture with any fafyÞ 
to go over as uſual, for fear that the flood 
ſhould have formed ſome inequalities there, u 
elſe have made the bed deeper by waſhin 
away the earth. Some more deſperate and} 
fool-hardy peaſants, who are impatient at wait 
ing ſo long for the falling of the water, or who 
have ſo ſmall a ſtock of proviſion as not to be 

able to make any long ſtay, are ventureſone] 
enough to ſwim their waggons over, ſo that th: 
water will riſe above the middle of the body of 


the carriage : and though their wives, children, 
and the baggage they have with them, ſhoull 


undergo a good ſouſing, it makes no great di 
terence to them. The flave, or the Hottentot, 
whom, as they do not make uſe of reins, the 
are unavoidably obliged to employ for the pu- 


poſe of leading the foremoſt pair of ox 


through the moſt dangerous places, mult u 
ſuch caſes ſwim with them in his hand; and 
lucky thing it is for the maſter, if the whinI 
does not take them to follow the ſtream, "| 


turn about, or play any other tricks. Thet} 
animals | 


'hough 
y crok | 
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E-nimals, however, when they are well broke in, 
will at any time all ſtand ſtill together on their 
driver's gently calling to them Ho, Ha; and ſo 
in like manner each ox in particular will pay 
attention, and go to the right or to the left, 
merely upon hearing its own name pronounced 
with a Hote or a Haar added to it; and with 
this amuſing ox-language, and the names of 
the beaſts brought in occaſionally, not to men- 
tion the noiſy cracks of the whip, the traveller 
muſt lay his account in being continually en- 
®tertained, particularly in ſuch parts of the road, 
in which this practice is more peculiarly ne- 
ceſſary in order to get them on. Add to this, 
the nice attention requiſite in order to make 
Fuſe of the whip not only frequently, but at 
proper times and ſeaſons; and it follows, that 
the buſineſs of waggon- driving in Africa, is as 
difficult and tireſome an occupation, as this 
mode of travelling is noiſy, inconvenient, and 
dangerous. 


Very late in the evening we arrived at our 
driver's farm, which was very pleaſantly ſitu- 
gated on the other fide of Bott Rivier. This ri- 
ver was beſet at ſmall intervals with pretty high 
mountains, the peaks and ridges of which de- 
lightfully varied the ſcene. In the declivities 
fot ſome of them caverns and grottos were 
ſeen, which certainly did not exiſt from the 
beginning, but were produced by the viciſſi- 
tudes and changes to which all natural objects 
gare ſubject, Even the hard and ſteep rocky 
precipices, which one would imagine to be 
{doomed to everlaſting nakedneſs, were, on 


their black walls, teeming with iron-ore, 


adorned 
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adorned with ſeveral climbing plants, th 


branches and tendrils of which they pratþ 


fully in return with their ſharply-projedig 
angles, ſtretched out and ſupported. In th 


clefts of theſe declivities I obſerved the plant 
which nature had produced on © theſe «| 
vated hot-beds, already in bloom, and which! 
in their pride, might bid defiance to all uf 


man approach. A few ſtones throw from thi 


farm there was a mineral water of conſider 
ble ſtrength, which nobody in this quartſf 
had had the ſenſe to make uſe of. The tons 
and rocks in ſeveral ſpots hereabouts contain 


ed'a great deal of iron. 


Along this river lay many peaſants houkz 


and farms, the produce of which confiſte 
chiefly of ſheep and corn. The wine that va 
made here was a four waſh, which would nag 


{ſell in the town without being firſt convertet 


into vinegar and brandy. The peaſants them 
ſelves, however, drank it greedily juſt as 

was. The cauſe of the inferior quality d 
this wine, as well as of moſt of that made a 
Agter de Berg, proceeds from the greater cod 
nels of the ſoil; which again depends on the dt 
tance of this country from the ſea, and cone 


quently from the fertilizing vapours of that et 


ment; but chiefly upon the elevation of this 
diſtrict above the ſea's ſurface After ſtayingiÞ 
day at this place, we made a trip to the wan 
baths. I left my waggon here till I ſhow 
have occaſion for it, and went on horſebach 
in company with another waggon that vag 
going to the ſame place. In order to go 
a nearer way, we did not take any beaten . BS 
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Put made the beſt of our way forward over 
Plains, hills, and dales. The whole of this 
Extenſive tract was, by reaſon of the defect 
f water, left uncultivated and uninhabited. 
A great number of deer and other game had 
Taken refuge here. I now, for the firſt time, 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing herds, conſiſting of 
the two largeſt ſorts of antilopes or gazells, 
Which are called by the Dutch hartbee/ts and 
untcboks ; the former name, which ſignifies 
hart. beaſt, was probably given to the former 
of theſe creatures on account of ſome reſem- 
blance they ſhowed in colour to the European 
arts; and the latter, which ſignifies painted, 
or rather pied goats, ſuits better with theſe lat- 
ter animals, their orange-yellow or pale-brown 
poſteriors being marked with a number of 
white ſpots and ſtreaks. The hartbee/t J have 
E deſcribed in the Memoirs of the Swediſh Aca- 
demy of Sciences for 1779, page 151, by the 
name of antilope dorcas : it is likewiſe given 
here in Vol. II. plate I. fig. 1. being frequent- 
iy mentioned in the courſe of the following 
pages. The buntebock, ſomething leſs, but 
more corpulent in proportion than the Hart- 
best, is the antilope ſcripta of PaLLas, and the 
guib of Burron, page 305 —327. plate XL. 
According to ADANSON, it is very common at 
Senegal. I will add, that the females of this 
ke ſpecies have no horns. The ſame day I like- 
pe wile ſaw, for the firſt time, whole troops of 
$ wild zebras, called by the coloniſts wilde 
== paarden, or wild horſes. They were ſeen in 
large herds, and appeared very beautiful in 
their ſtriped black and white livery. It is the 
ins of theſe that are generally ſold at our 
furriers 
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furriers ſhops by the abſurd name of ſea- ho 
hides. 


Oftriches, or the birds whoſe feathers our 
luxury brings from the remoteſt plains of A. 
frica, I likewiſe ſaw to-day in their wild ſtate, 
at the ſouthernmoſt promontory of this quarter 
of the globe. I ſometimes came within a cou. 
ple of gun-ſhots of ſome of them, inſomuch 
that I took it into my head to purſue them, but 
always without ſucceſs. With their long legs 
and huge ſtrides, they ſcoured away as fal 
again as the untutored horſe and hunter could 
follow. They ran always with their wings ex 
tended, probably by way of preſerving their 
balance; for they are not able in the leaſt to 
raiſe their heavy bodies from the ground. | 
have ſince been told, that it is impoſſible for 
any man, even when mounted on the bell 
hunter, to catch them at' firſt ſetting off, but 
that in a few minutes they will bound out of 
ſight. The hunter muſt, notwithſtanding, 
keep on his courſe, but at times ſpare his 
horſe, by keeping him from galloping too fall, 
till ſuch time as he can ſee the oſtrich again 


ly {tiff in its joints, as much ado to eſcape; 
and never fails, at leait after the third courſe, 
either to be taken alive, o elſe to receive bis 
death from the ſportſman's gun. In the like 
manner I chaſed and ſhot at the antilopes be- 
fore ſpoken of in vain; theſe animals having ? 
peculiar cuſtom of ſtanding ſtill at interval 


during their flight, to ſtare at their pre a 
| little, 
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little, and wait for their coming up. This 1775: 
property, however, is not, as ſome imagine, July. 


either peculiar to the genus of antilopes, or 
common to all the ſpecies of it; for IJ have ſeen 
buffaloes and wild aſſes (quaggas) ſometimes 
make a ſtand in the ſame manner: on the other 
hand, ſome of the ſmaller kinds of antilopes, 
as ſfteenboks, Rlip-ſpringers, riet-reebocks, and 
beſchboks, run without ſtopping, till they are 
out of the hunter's ſight. The Cape %s (an- 
tilope oryx) of which I have likewiſe given a 
deſcription in the Swediſh Tranſactions, are 
ſaid, on account of the great demand there is 


t for their fleſh and hides, to be already extir- 


pated from this part of the country; and as 


E ſoon as any others come from the inner diſ— 


tricts, they are ſhot directly, being in much 
greater requeſt, as well as eaſter to hunt, than 


the hartbee/ts, Towards evening we came out 


upon a road, which carried us by two farms, 
and at laſt, about duſk, to the warm bath. Juſt 


before we got thither, we had left a road on 
the left hand, which, we were told, led to 
E Roodezand, Roggeveld, Bokveld, and Sneeberg. 
he ground we had gone over that day, was 
E reckoned four hours on horſeback ; and, as it 
appeared to me, was about four Swediſh, or 
E twenty-three Engliſh miles. We had now been 
above ſeven hours driving at an even pace over 


this piece of road. The way of meaſuring 
ground at the Cape, which is computed by 
ume, cannot be otherwiſe than uncertain and 
variable; too much ſo, indeed, to be collated 
with our method of reckoning by miles. An 
hour upon a hilly road, muſt neceffarily be 
lnorter than an hour upon a level one. The 

reader, 
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reader, therefore, muſt not expect a perfel 
geometrical accuracy in my map, it being lad 
down only from my own obſervations with 2 
compaſs, and the accounts I got from other, 
In the mean time, however, it is the only one 
that exiſts, and may probably be of no mal 
aſſiſtance in the framing of others that may be 
made hereafter. In general, the zur, or a 
hour on the road, is reckoned as much as: 
man can ride on a round trot, or a common 
hand-gallop in that ſpace of time, and is con- 
ſidered as being equal to the diſtance which x 
man 1s able to drive a waggon with oxen in 
two hours; though even theſe on a plain lev 
road, and with a lighter load than they gene. 
rally draw, will go almoſt as faſt a trot, andin 
the ſame proportion for other paces, as one 
uſually rides on horſeback. Four ſuch hour 
with a horſe, or with eight oxen, are reckoned 
to make one ert. This is as much as the 
uſually drive with a load in a day, or in the 
ſpace of twelve hours, as ſometimes they bait 
once on the road. The peaſants that live fat. 
ther up in the country, and have a long way 
to travel, are provided with a ſpare ſet of oxet 
or two, which they make uſe of by turns, and 
in this manner are able to drive day and night, 
or two fhofts (i e. eight horſe-hours) in tht 
twenty-four natural hours. Now as thoſe who 
live a good way up in the country take four 
teen, and ſometimes twenty and odd days, be. 
ſides a day or two for reſting, to carry the! 
goods in this manner to the Cape, and ſome: 
what leſs time to return in, it may eaſily be 
conceived, that they do not ſpare the poo! 
creatures in the leaſt : one may ſee them ote! 
enoug! 
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We-nough driven puffing and blowing with their 
MW: ongucs hanging a good way out of their 
th Wrnouths ; and one plainly perceives, that but 
Wlittle time is allowed them for reſting, and ſtill 
Wc for ſeeking their food: now and then, in- 
ſm) aeed, they are able to fill their bellies with 
1y be grass, ſhrubs, and water, but have ſcarcely time 
\r io chew the cud. It is from this cauſe like- 
as : iſe, that from having been, as it were, almoſt 
mon W-toked with fat, they grow quite lean on ſuch 
con. J journey as this; though, by the time that 
| 2 take another journey next year to the 
Cape, they may poſlibly, eſpecially ſuch as dur- 
Wing that period are not much worked, get into 
Ez: good plight as before, on their uſual paſture, 
1 which they have in great abundance. 


. As J have juſt been treating of the manner 
of travelling at the Cape, I muſt here farther 
dd, that throughout all this colony oxen are 
never put into a team, ſo as to draw with their 
porns, but with their ſhoulders only, one yoke 
being uſed for each pair of oxen, which in the 
mortiſes with which it is faſtened round their 
Wecks, has notches for putting on and taking 
Di the head-harneſs. The yoke belonging to 
be hindmoſt pair is faſtened by its middle part 
to the pole of the waggon ; and thoſe belong- 
Ing to the reſt have a rope, ſtrap or chain, run- 
bing through them, which by this means is 
Wiretched out equally between all the cattle. 
Perhaps this manner of harneſſing their oxen, 
Elich ſcems to leave them ſo much at liberty 
o move about, without giving them an oppor- 
Wunity of making uſe of the ſtrength they have 
Wn their horns, will account for ſuch long j jour- 
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nies being made with oxen ſo expeditiouſly j 
Africa; and likewiſe on the other hand, y 
their being obliged to make uſe of ten or twely 


beaſts to one waggon or plough. Mr. Ax Tun 
YouNG, in his“ Tour through Ireland, in th 


years 1776, 77, 78, has made mention of a ; 
experiment to this purpoſe, which has giv 
riſe to this conjecture of mine, for which rt 


ſon I thought it neceſſary to quote the paſly 
here. 


% Lord Shannon, upon going into tillage 
found that the expence of horſes was ſo prea 
that it eat up all the profit of the farm, whid 


made him determine to uſe bullocks ; he di | 


it in the common method of yokes and bom 


but they performed ſo indifferently, and vi 


ſuch manifeſt uneaſineſs, that he imported th 
French method of drawing by the horns; a 
in order to do this effectually, he wrote to; 
perſon at Bourdeaux to hire him a man u 


was practiſed in that method. Upon the co 


reſpondent being applied to, he repreſentei 
dithculties attending it, the man who was ſpoke 
to having been in Germany for the ſame put 
poſe. Upon which Lord Shannon gave dite 
tion, that every thing ſhould be bought ai 
ſent over which the labourer wiſhed to brit 


with him. Accordingly a bullock of the bil 


ſort, that had been worked three years, Wi 
purchaſed ; alſo a hay-cart, a plough, and 
the tackling for harneſſing them by the hom 


In my preſence, his Lordſhip ordered 


French harveſt-cart to be loaded half a mit 
from the ricks; it was done, one thoulati 


and twenty ſheafs were laid on it, and two ox 
dre 
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forty ſheafs, the weight two hundred and fifty- 
one pounds, at which rate the one thouſand 
and twenty came to ſix thouſand three hundred 
in e and ſeventy-five pounds, or above three tons, 
of n which is a vaſt weight for two oxen to draw. 
ga 1 am very much in doubt, whether in yokes 
h re. they would have ſtirred the cart ſo loaded.“ 
aſe (Page 409, Vol. II —See likewiſe page 380.) 
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ly Adirew it without difficulty. We then weighed 1 
uly. 
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A VOYAGE To THE 
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Reſidence at the Warm Bath. 


HE warm bath, which we now arrivel 

at, is called Hottentots Holland's Bath 
from the name of the diſtrict in which it i 
ſituated; for the ſame reaſon it was likewi| 
frequently called the Bath over or behind the 
mountain, and ſometimes too 7zer-Baad, 2 
this is ſuppoſed to contain more iron than an 
other bath in the colony. It is likewiſe look: 
ed upon to be better furniſhed with conveni. 
encies than any of the others. A ſtone houl: 
has been built here by order of government 
for the accommodation of the company at the 
bath. This conſiſts of a hall, two large cham 
bers, a kitchen, and a little chamber, all with 
earthen floors. The ſmall chamber is hz 
bited by the pogt-maſter, as he is called, or the 
overſeer of the bath, ſo that there are, proper 
ly ſpeaking, only the two large chambers fot 
the gueſts, who ſometimes arrive in a greate! 
number than can be lodged in that narrov 
ſpace. In this caſe they are obliged to diſpol 


of themſelves as well as they can in the hal, 
in the loft, or elle in tents and tilt-waggons, 
which they bring with them for that purpoſe. 
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| At the diſtance of about a hundred paces 
from the dwelling houſe, is the bathing-houſe. 
his is a cottage, two ſides of which are for 
the greater part under ground, and into which 
the light enters only by a few ſmall peep- holes. 
be length of this cottage is from three and a 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


The ſtone building above-mentioned, is run 


kind of ſewer or dyke ; hence it comes to paſs, 
that the water making its way into one of the 
chambers, renders it very damp and unheal- 
thy; and it is ſtill more ſo, when they are 
obliged to put ſeveral beds and ſick people to- 
other. By the liſt that the overſeer of the 
bath has kept there for ſeveral years paſt, 1 


found, that from one hundred and fifty to two 
hundred perſons uſe the bath yearly. But at 
the cold and inconvenient ſeaſon when I was 
there, there were only eight people bathing, 
and even theſe were but ſcurvily entertained. 
The few. miſerable benches, and the table that 
vue found here, were the property of the old 
man at the bath, and accordingly we were 


obliged to hire them of him. 


* 

27 

a 
1 


half to four fathoms, and its breadth a fathom 


and a half. At one end of it there is a ciſtern 


Vor pit, a fathom and a half ſquare, and two 


feet deep. The warm water is brought a little 


vay under ground from its ſource, till it comes 
out from above into one of the gables of the 
houſe, where it afterwards runs through an 
open channel one fathom in length, from 
Which it comes pouring down into the ciſtern 


in a ſtream an inch thick. By this contrivance, 


indeed, the expence of ſtone and brick-work 
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given to the moſt ſubtile and efficacious par a , 
ticles to fly off. . 
The method of bathing is, for the patient 


to ſit or lay himſelf down in the ciſtern, ti} f 
the water is up to his chin. The water then? 
feels quite warm. without ſcalding, and a kind 
of ſugillation from the internal to the external WW , 

arts of the body is obſerved. , The velochy v 
of the pulſe is increaſed, as well as that d 


the pulſation of the heart. In fo ſhort a ſpace ce 


a 
* 


po; Oo 


of time as eight or ten minutes, and fome- { | 
times even before that period, a deliquium ap WT ot 
pears to be coming on. It is therefore by no WF of 
means adviſeable to be alone, for fear dc o 
ſwooning in the bath, and being drowned, 3 or 
Such unfortunate r are {aid ſometime 4 ar 


to have really happened. At length, when the 3 di 


patient gets out of the water, he lays himſet WE th 
at the other end of the room to ſweat in the th. 
clothes he has brought with him for this pu- ve 
poſe. It he then drinks ſome of the warm vs Wit pe 
ter, he gets ſo much the eaſier into a fweat WF rat 
As ſoon as this is over, or at leaſt diminiſhed, WE the 


the patient waſhes himſelf as quickly as poll: 

ble in the bath, in order to be dry ſo mud 
the ſooner, before he puts on his clothes 
Some people bathe and fweat in the manne! 
here mentioned at two different times, one im 
mediately after the other, and find no bad e. 
tes from it. The ciſtern may be emptied, 
by turning a cock between each perſon's batl- 
wg, if required. 


. Hardly a mile and a half from hence ther! 
is 2 farm, where the company at the bati 


lometimes lodge; but find this rather income 
nien, 
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CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


nient, on account of the diſtance. The pati- 
ents bathe, as deſcribed above, moſtly once or 
twice a day, very ſeldom three times; at leaſt, 
ſuch as intend to purſue this method of cure 
for any length of time. 


A few paces from this bath there are two 
others, which are nothing more than pits into 
which the warm water flows, covered in by 
hovels made of hurdles. Of theſe, the one is 
cooler and the other warmer than that which 
[ firſt deſcribed ; both of them are made uſe 
of only by ſlaves and Hottentots. In this part 
of the country there are two other wells with- 
out any ſhelter, but they are not uſed, though 
one of them has the ſtrongeſt ſpring of any, 
and is neareſt to the main building. At the 
diſtance of about fifty paces from and below 
the warm wells or bathing-places, there lies in 
the dale I have deſcribed a well of cold water, 
very pure to the taſte. The contents and tem- 


= perature of the warm bath I cannot very accu- 


Y rately determine, partly on account of my 


* 
_ 5 
5 
& 


thermometer being not graduated high enough 
for this purpoſe, and partly by reaſon that I 
was in want of many neceſſary helps, as well 
with regard to drugs as veſſels; for the maſter 


of the bath's, brandy-glaſs excepted, I had 
nothing here fit for the purpoſe, but the two 


drinking-glaſſes I brought with me, the people 


here uſually drinking the water of the well out 
of ladles. | 


So that the only experiments that I had an 
opportunity of making are-theYollowing : 
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A ſolution of ſugar of lead ſeemed to pres 
pitate a foul ſlimy matter. 


A ſolution of filver tinged the water of u 
opal colour, and at length precipitated a lit] 
white powder to the bottom. 


Oil of tartar per deliquium, precipitatet 


ſcarcely any thing. 


Litharge, ſal ammoniac, lacmus, and ſyripd 
violets, each of them ſeparately digeſted ith 
the water, exhibited no change in their < 
lour. 


Powder of gall-apples digeſted with the w 
ter, while it preſerved its natural warmth, prs 
duced a brown colour, as our mineral waten 
do in Sweden, and this colour was durable; 


digeſted with the watt 
after it had ſtood to cool in the glaſs, ſcarcel 
gave any tinge to it; 


——— — digeſted with war 
boiled, ſcarcely tinged it in the leaſt: 


Ochre had ſettled in great quantities in tit 
ciſtern and conduits. 


The water ſhaken in bottles with narorlf 


necks, generated a groat number of air. bb 
bles. 


Lime-water did not produce any hepatic al, 
but formed ſeveral ſmall clouds in the wan 


water, which ſoon collected into one 1 ; 
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; falling to the bottom. It muſt be obſerved, 


© {elf from lime that was ſomewhat lacked, and 


a quantity of water, which, for want of a bet- 
ter apparatus, I diſtilled by means of ſeveral 
EZ tca-kettles joined together. 


Silver that had lain long in the water, diſ- 


covered no tokens of the preſence of ſulphur. 


It is generally reported of this water, that it 
= taſtes of brimſtone; but in fact, no ſuch mi- 
neral is to be diſcovered in it, either by the 
taſte or ſmell; the taſte predominant in this 
5 


* 


water being very ſenſibly vitriolic, and not ſul- 


phureous. Notwithſtanding this, the water is 
pretty eaſy of digeſtion, and does not fit heavy 
on a tolerably good ſtomach. As here is 
hardly ever any opportunity of conſulting a 
= phyſician, this bath is uſed without any other 
method or indication than what correſponds 
with the caprice, or ſuits the convenience of 
the patient; conſequently, without any regular 
order, without the leaſt attention to diet, or 
= any diſtinction of diſorders, of which I ſhall 
= give the following -inſtance., A ſlave had fo 
far got the better of an epidemical diſtemper, 
& with which he had been afflicted, that nature 
vas perfecting the cure by throwing out biles 
on the ſurface of his body; notwithſtandin 
which he was ſent from Zwellendam, by the 
lord lieutenant of that diſtrict, to the bath 
here, as being a never-failing remedy. In vain 
did | order him to refrain entirely from bath- 
ung, when the greateſt man in the place had 
falling | 


commanded 


© however, that the lime-water I made uſe of for July. 
this purpoſe, was not ſufficiently to be depend- 
ed upon. I was obliged to prepare ſome my- 
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commanded him to do it. A few hours fron 
the time of the poor fellow's firſt bathing, de 
livered him from his biles and bondage x 
once. 


The company at the wells were in genen 
not at all nice with regard to the time of di 
for bathing, and did not heſitate to go into the 
bath directly after meals; and though this vn 
ſometimes really done without any remarkabt 
bad conſequences enſuing, yet it was much tt 
be feared, that the food which the patient hal 
juſt before taken, ſhould be too ſudden 
thrown into the maſs of blood. From all th: 
accounts I could collect, it was not unuſual for 
rheumatiſms and contractions of the limbs i 
be entirely removed in three or four days, b 
the uſe of the warm bath; but in the gout! 


is by no means a peculiarly powerful remed), 


It is ſometimes of uſe in eruptions and mr 
lignant ulcers, but at other times has not tit 
lealt effect in theſe diſorders. A girl who wa 
now uſing the bath for the ſecond year for be 
leg that was violently ſwelled and affected viti 
profound ulcers, and in the mean time h 
poulticed it with the bruiſed leaves of mallon 
and other plants, had obtained no relief; 
therefore diſſuaded her from uſing either tit 
bath or the leaves, as being of too irritating! 
nature, and ordered her to ufe a ſalve mad 
of wax and honey, partly on account of || 
being eaſy to be procured, and partly becall 
1 knew by experience, that it could do I 
harm, and might do good. 


expectation, and the ſwelling went down 0 
degrees. 
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A man bathed here for an old int 
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1 make uſe of him as my ſervant. 
fore this been attended, and given over as in- 
3 curable by a lurgeon at the Cape. Being cu- 
F rious to examine a negro's fleſh, I had for 


Y diſcharged very little. 
Z exactly of the ſame colour with that of an Eu- 
opean. 
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; terate ulcer in his leg, without any effect; but 
it ſhould be obſerved by the bye, that he got 
E Jrunk almoſt every day. A woman had a 


hard lump in one of her breaſts, bigger than 
BZ man's filt. As bathing alone ſeemed to be 
of no ſervice in thts cale, I made her rub the 


indurated tumour with a little mercurial oint— 
ment ; by which means, in tact, one half of it 
diſappeared in tae ſpace of two days; but the 
© remainder was not in the Jeaſt acted upon, ei- 
This good 
woman was at that very time, without know- 


| . ing it, in that ſituation, that a few months after 
1 bathing ſhe was brought to bed. 
which was quite lively and hearty, had receiv- 
ed no damage from the mother's bathing. A 
W butcher was now uſing the bath for the third 
Z month, for an inveterate ulcer in his leg, but 
E without any peculiar advantage; though I was 
W acquainted with a magiſtrate, who at this place 
in a ſhort time got rid of a bad ulcer in his leg, 
for which he had long tried in vain every re- 
medy that could be thought of. 


The child, 


A young Madagaſcar flave, who had an in- 
reterate ulcer in his leg of three years itand- 
ing and two inches broad, was ſent to the warm 


bath under my care, on condition that I ſhould 


— 
2 


He had be- 


| ome weeks before we ſet off undertaken to 
lock after his ſores myſelf. Theſe in general 
'The raw fleth appeared 


After the proud-fleth was got under, 
the 
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the ulcer began to heal, by throwing out freh 
fibres in the ſame manner as ours do, with 
ſomething whitiſh on the ſide of the ſkin, which 
otherwiſe was dark-coloured. The procek, 
however, went on very ſlowly and tediouſl; 
but with the warm bath, the ſore increaſe 
both in width. and depth. I let him go a 
bathing nevertheleſs, in hopes that the wound 
would heal of itſelf, after his body had been 
well cleanſed by a courſe of bathing ; but in 
this, as I afterwards found, I was very much 
miſtaken, The flave himſelf informed me, 
that once before, when he was in a ſtate of 
freedom, and in his native country, he had 
had this ſame complaint come upon him; that 
the ſore had then, as well as at preſent, broke 
out of itſelf, but at that time was healed ina 


few days, by means of a certain bark bruiſed 


between two ſtones, and laid upon the part, 
He ſaid he knew the tree very well, and had 
ſeen the bark of it uſed by many of hi 
countrymen with equal ſucceſs ; but that fince 
his arrival in Africa, he had looked for it in 
vain. 


The chriſtians who arm the natives of Mz 
dagaſcar againſt cach other, in order, by bar- 
tering afterwards with the conquerors, to re 
cruit their colonies with droves of wretched 
flaves, muſt here give me leave to remind then, 


if not ſwayed by the conſideration of the ad- 


vantages which may accrue to mankind, yt 


at leaſt for the ſake of their own intereſts, 


motive in other reſpects ſo powerful with them, 
in ſome meaſure to turn their thoughts, and 
allot a ſmall part of their gains, to the pur 


pole of making uſeful reſearches, The Pen 
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| quaſſia, with many other uſeful remedies, cal- 


® culated for preſerving millions of our ſpecies, 
have not we learned them all from thoſe we 
call ſavages? and perhaps might learn ſtill 
more, if our tyranny had not already, I had 


almoſt ſaid, entirely extirpated them, and to- 


gether with them the fruits of their uſeful ex- 


perience. The operation of the bath, and the 


cures that are here performed by its means, 
depend, in my opinion, very little on the mi- 


neral that is contained in a ſtate of ſolution in 


o 


diluting 


the water; for to do any good in this way, it 
is forced out too ſpeedily, and by too near paſ- 


ſages. The warmth itſelf, in the degree in 


which it exiſts here, hinders the iron from 


jacting as a fonic; and likewiſe prevents any 


of the water, by which the body is ſurround- 


ed, from being abſorbed into the veſſels, and 
the humours, &c. as theſe latter evi- 


dently flow towards the ſurface of the body; 


ſo that the cures performed here, proceed from 
nothing elſe than repeated mutations of the 
humours by ſweating, and therefore a more 
ſuitable diet and courſe of medicine than are 


Where obſerved are of the utmoſt importance, 


to the end that the newly-generated fluids 
may de more healthy than thoſe that have been 
previouſly carried off by the pores of the ſkin. 
s But if it be true, that the cures made by this 
bath chiefly depend on the operation of ſweat- 
P's, in this caſe it has no peculiar advantage 


over domeſtic baths, 


beſides that of ſaving 


ſuel. In Africa and Europe, as well as among 
the ſavages in America, it is by no means 


unknown, that the methods of cure by excit- 
ng perſpiration in different ways, have in cer- 


tain 
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| vian bark, ſenega, ophiorhiza, ſarſaparilla, fats. 
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tain caſes been of the greateſt ſervice ; hy 
perhaps, in many inſtances, more benefit waul( 
be found by making uſe of the natural bath 
at the Cape with a more moderate degree d 
warmth, which would allow of the water he. 
ing ablorbed into the body; and likewiſe hy 
uſing them with the addition of herbs : as, fo 
example, of bucku (dioſma) and wild datk 


(phlonis leonurus) which are known both h 


the coloniſts and the Hottentots to be as <<. 
cacious as they are common, and of the pos. 
erful effects of which in pains and contraQtion 
of the limbs, when uſed in the form of baths, 
I myſelf have ſeen inſtances. But finally, ſup. 
poſing the ſolutions of minerals in the warn 
jprings to be poſſeſſed of the greateſt powers, 
either univerſally, or only in particular ci. 
cumſtances, even then in default of natur 
baths, one may prepare ſomething ſimilar to 
them one's ſelf. Vide Joni CAR OLI SCHR& 
TERI Diſputatio ſub præſidio FRI D. HoF 
de Balneorum artificialium, ex . Scoriis Metallic 
uſu Medico. Halæ Magdeburgi 1772. Like 
wile Die xunſt naturlichen Brunnen nachzun 
chen, (the art of imitating natural mineral wi 
ters) by M. Charles le Roi. Likewiſe Profeſſo 
Bergman's Opuſcula, Vol. I. 


In the mean while, without denying the ad 
vantages that may accrue to any country from 
poſſeſſing theſe warm ſprings, it would not be 
amiſs in this place to make ſome enquiries col 
It is well known, that 
heat, earthquakes, and even fire are produced, 
when water comes into contract with frota d 
ſulphur mixed with iron. Subterraneous hel 
or fire produced by this or other cauſes, is ti! 

occaſion 
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the earth being forced upwards in the form of 


with the ſubſtances which they may have diſ- 
ſolved in their way, compoſe what we call mi- 


| ns A collection of theſe impregnated 
5 
: 


neral waters. So that it ſeems much to be 
leſt in ſuch conſiderable diſtillations 
the water ſhould chance to boil over. And, 
in this caſe, 


# enſue, To conclude, from the number of 


E baths there is at the Cape, and the conſidera- 
ble degrees of warmth they are poſſeſſed of, it 


is probable, that there lies concealed in the 


E bowels of the earth not a little of this burn- 
ing and all-deſtroying element. 


What gives 
farther cauſe for this ſuſpicion, is a little rock 
or hill of ſtone, ſituated fifteen or twenty paces 
above the bathing-houſe. This conſiſts of a 


= ſolid lava, in which there appear evident marks 


* 
ä 


of its having been once in a fluid ſtate. It 
likewiſe perfectly reſembles a lava which I had 
found before in great abundance on the iſland 
of Aſcenſion. This lava too, is in like man- 
ner of a very dark colour and contains iron, 
A little piece of road 1s carried over this ſpot, 


& and is diſtinguiſhable by a blackiſh duſt or 
powder, like charcoal duſt, which probably 


proceeds from the lava or iron ore cruſhed to 
pieces by the wheels of the waggons that pals 
that way. But if any ſubterraneous heat or 
ire ſhould be ſtill concealed hereabouts to a 
conſiderable extent, may it not ſo far operate 
on the ſhell or externid cruſt of the earth, 
that much of the humidity of the latter {hall 
RY evaporate, and partly be dried up in the 
chinks and clefts which are formed here in its 
ſurface, 
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ſurface. * What confirms me in this conjeQyy 
is, that though there falls a great deal of ri 
in this part of Africa, ſo that in the rainy { 
ſon the rivers almoſt overflow their banks, it 
greateſt part of them nevertheleſs are quit 
dried up in ſummer time. Here are no vel 
and very few ſprings, but abundance of ati 


plains covered with ſand and heath, of bar | 


mountains, &c. All theſe. contribute to gi 
this country the aſpect of being the moſt thirh 
and dry tract of land that I have yet ſeen ij 


on the whole face of the globe. The warn 


of the climate here is not ſufficient to account 


for ſo great a degree of aridity; but the ſup 
poſition of its being occaſioned by a ſubtem 
neous heat appears to me by no means abſurd, 


as on the iſle of Tanna, though rendered h 


fertile in other reſpects by the aſhes of a bun} 


ing volcano, I obſerved two tracts of land ſuf 


ciently dry and arid, notwithſtanding that i 
ſmall ſpot only upon each of them was fen 
bly heated by the ſubterraneous fire. Nen, 
the Hottentots Holland's Bath, herbs and thru 
grow luxuriantly along the tepid ſtreams, wh 
take their rife in the warm ſprings, the root 


and ſtems of ſome of theſe vegetables bein 


even waſhed by the water, without ſuffering tl-W# 
leaſt inconvenience. It is at the foot ot tix 


Zꝛoarteberg (or black mountain, as it is called 
that the bath is ſituated. Beneath this rang 


of mountains is extended a conſiderable pla 
covered with ſmall hills and dales, which vw 
ſhut in from the ſea by a naked and hideovii 
range of mountains of granite. Theſe limit 


proſpects which are ſo common in Africa 
could not but be very unpleaſant to it 
who in Sweden was almoſt always uſed t 
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warm 
WE cnkjes, and have nearly the ſame taſte with po- 
tatoes. 
than generally falls to the ſhare of ſavages 
W uſe the word oenkjes in the fame ſenſe in 
which Vire1L uſed that of ariſtæ, that is, for 
WE reckoning of time; always beginning the 
new year, whenever the oenkjes puſh out of 
the ground, and marking their age and other 
events by the number of times in which, in a 
certain period, this vegetable has made its ap- 
pearance. 
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cee the horizon perpetually.verdant with groves 
of firs and pine. | 


During my ſtay here, the ſpring, together 
E with the month of Auguſt, made daily ad- 
© vances, with her various beautiful bulbous 


plants, which afterwards, when the drought 
of ſummer came on, took their leave. Amon 
© theſe I now could number ſeveral different va- 


rieties of iriſes. The roots, or more proper- 


y the bulbs of theſe, it is common here to 


© roaſt in the aſhes and eat: they are called 


The Hottentots, with more reflection 
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My courſe of bathing made me in general 


too languid to undertake any long excurſions, 
Wor to go a hunting, particularly up the neigh- 
bouring mountains. 
lame flave having gone up into the cliffs to 
gather wood and ſtumps of trees, and having 


On the 12th, however, a 


W 


Wt the ſame time taken with him ſeveral 
nch wu bounds, which I heard very buſy a hunting, I 
baſtened up thither with a ſmall gun, in hopes 
Not meeting with a /#eenbock ; but to my great 
aſtoniſhment found, that the hounds had dri— 
Nen the game up into a tree, and were lay ing 
| eloſe ſiege to it round about the bottom. Ihe 
e 


ſlave, 


we 
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ſlave, who likewiſe came kither with his by. 
den, ſaid it was a tiger or a leopard; and ad 
ed, that I muſt take care to be ſure of my mark, 
or, otherwile it might leap on to my ſhoulder 
from the branches of the tree, by which 
it was pretty well ſheltered, and be revenge 
on me. As I recolleQed having heard thy 
in Bengal, in order to provide in ſome mer 
ſure againſt a caſe of this kind, they held; 
ſmall ſpear over their heads, I now got rea 
a large knife, at the ſame time that I gar 
fire with ſome large ſwan-ſhot, upon which 
let a ball run down in haſte. As for the ret 
I thought I might very well depend on th = 
hounds relieving me by taking him off. Th: 5 
ball miſſed, and the ſhot alone took place; Qik 
however, the beaſt at length came tumbling * 
down, and proved to be nothing more thai. 
large wild cat. It was of a grey colour, and 
for aught I could fee, was exactly of the fam: $ 
ſpecies as our tame houſe cats; though, * 
deed, it weighed three times as much. I ma 
ſured it with an Engliſh rule; it muſt there WE 
fore be obſerved, that the Engliſh inch is larget 


mal is conſequently given here according ti 
the former, namely, 


Inches, 
From the tip of the noſe to the head 
behind the ears - 
From the ear to the ſhoulder « 2! 
From the ſhoulder to the anus = 14 
So that the whole length of the cat was 21; 
The tail - - - 13 
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Inches. 
The feet from the belly meaſured, 
The fore feet = . 12 
The hind feet - - 13 


so that the height of the cat was about a foot 


and a halt. 


The inteſtines were half as long again as the 


eimal, tail and all, or about fifty inches. 
bey were full of moles and rats. 


A Hottentot baſtard, who had built a little 


| . ottage here near the bath, for himſelf, his 
Wife, and his little daughter, looked upon 
the fleſh of wild cats, lions, tigers, and ſuch 
like beaſts of prey, as a medicine, and much 
holeſomer than that of other animals. The 
greater part of the company at the wells were 
Wodchrous of preſerving the fat, which was 
thought to poſſeſs not only the virtue of heal- 
Wing ſores, but likewiſe to be ſerviceable in 
the gout ; and the ſame notion was harbour- 
Wed concerning the fat of other wild beaſts. 
Wt is certain, that the fat of this wild cat had 


very rank and penetrating ſmell, and on that 


Waccount probably was preferable to other fat. 
Another kind of cat, as it is called, or the 
ode. cat, is in Africa univerſally ſuppoſed to 
Poſſeſs a great medicinal power in its ſkin to 
peure lumbagos, pains in the joints, gout in the 
Wands and feet, &c. if the hairy ſide be worn 
Wn the part affected. 
Wc ſame atteſted by thoſe who thought they 
Nad received benefit by it; but as this ſup— 
Woled ſpecific was fold at a very high price, I 
Das contented for my part, with examining 
Nie Ein, by which I was convinced, that it 1s 


I have likewiſe heard 


the 
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the ſame animal as Mr. PennawT, in his 9. 
nopſis and Hiſtory of Quadrupeas, has deſcrib 
ed, and given a drawing of, by the name q 
the Per/ian Cat; and M. Burron, Vol. IX. J. 
2.4. by the name of the Caracal. The hair g 
this ſkin, it muſt be owned, is very fine an 


ſoft; but probably there are many other ſkin, 


that, applied with an equal degree of fait, 
would have the ſame effects. The colour d 
the upper part of it is of a very light red, ſprin 
kled with grey; under the belly it is light. o. 
loured; the upper part of the ears, which hay 
tufts of hair on the tips of them, is dar 
brown, ſprinkled with grey. This animal j 
rather long in the body, and about two fee 
in height, with a peaked noſe. They have 
third kind of cat in Africa, which, in its m 
tions and attitudes, is like our common es, 
and is called at the Cape the figer-&at, and tle 
tiger boſch-kat, From the two ſkins which! 
brought with me, and which I ſhall perhap 
have occaſion to deſcribe more accurately, | 
cannot find but that the tiger-cat is the ſane 
animal as M. Burron calls the ſerval-cat. 4 
to the animal to which M. VosMAER gie 


the name of the African civet-cat, I mui 


doubt if it be to-be found at the Cape of Go 
Hope. 


The hyftrix criſtata of Linn aus, called If 
the coloniſts here yzter varken (or iron- c 
is the fame animal as the Germans can 
about for a ſhow in our country by the nam 
of porcupine, and does much damage to the 


cabbages and garden-ſtuff in the inclolur 


here. In the day-time it keeps in its hols 


under-ground, and at night it ſeeks for | 
| {00d 


n food, which conſiſts of roots and leaves. The , 715. 
uly. 
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Lalla Ethiopica is the plant ſuppoſed to be moſt 
coveted by this animal, on which account like- 
viſe it is called the yxter- varkens wortel. This 
vegetable is notwithſtanding of ſo acrid a na- 

ture, that either the root or the leaf applied 
to the ſurface of the body occaſions bliſters. 
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The hyſtrix is caught in the following man- 
ner. They ſteal by night ſoftly towards the 


place where the creature uſes to ſecrete it- 
ſelf, taking with them a dark lantern. The 
dogs now begin to give the alarm, and help 
to drive the animal from its ſubterraneous re- 
treat, till at length the ſportſmen are able to 
get at it and knock it on tlie head. It often 
bappens indeed, that the more eager and in- 
experienced dogs get ſore noſes and mouths, 
Wc. in conſequence of being pricked by this 
Wcreature's ſharp quills; but there is no foun- 
dation for the report, that it has the power of 
Whooting forth thefe weapons from its body at 
Wplcaſurc, and directing them. againſt its ene- 
mies. It is perfectly well defended from dogs 
Es well as other animals, while, like the Hedge- 
eg, it rolls its body into a heap, and ſets up 
Wits prickles or quills, many of which are a foot 
End a half long. I did not hear talk at the 
Cape of any bezoar being produced by this 
Wnimal. The fleſh are 

Erircumſtance which has undoubtedly procur- 
ed it the name it bears. 
Pacon, being ſmoked and dried up the chim- 
ey for that purpoſe, and is by no means ill- 
Walted ; though prejudice hinders a great many 
f the inhabitants from eating it. | 


reſembles pork, a 


It is chiefly uſed as 


1 found 
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I found here two new ſpecies of the geny 


of zetrao, one of which is called partridy 


and the other pheaſant; either ſort being ney, 
ly of the ſize of our partridges. They liven 
flocks, and are not hard to come at, eſpecia 
in the mornings and evenings; at which time 
chiefly they diſcover their abode by a ſhi 
kurring noile by no means pleaſant in itſel 
yet not diſagreeable to hear; partly as it take 
off a little from the wildneſs and deſolatench, 
with which the fight of ſo many extenſive an 
untilled fields cannot fail to ſtrike the imag. 
nation; and partly, as particularly at break d 
day as well as at the ruddy opening of th: 
morn, it prognoſticates the approach of tht 
ſun. to vivify all nature. Flocks of keuvitt 
on the other hand, towards the duſk of the 
evening, ſcreamed out a difagreeable ſound re 
ſembling that of the name they bear. hel 
are a ſort of ſnipes, and are diſtinguiſhed 
the Syſtema Nature by the name of the f 
Iopax capenſis. Knorrhane is the name of: 
kind of otis, which has the art of concealig 
itſelf perfectly till one comes pretty near t 


it, when on a ſudden it ſoars aloft, and 1 


molt perpendicularly into the air, with a ſhaꝶ 
haſty, and quavering ſcream, or the repetitid 
of korrh, korrh, which is an alarm to the at 
mals throughout. the whole neighbourhood 
diſcovering the approach of a ſportſman, & 
enemy of ſome ſort or other. 


The ſecretaries bird, though it has been i 
ready brought alive to Europe, and a dra 
ing of it, painted in its natural colours MM 
been given by M. Vos uAꝝR under the denomn'W 

nation of ſagittarius, is too remarkable amo 
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ET the feathered kind to be left unnoticed here. 
© It was in theſe parts I firſt ſaw it in its wild 
E ſtate. It is not a very ſhy bird, but when 


ſcared, begins at firſt to endeavour to fave it- 
ſelf by hopping and. ſcudding along very ſwift- 
$ly, and afterwards does it more effectually by 
flight. In external appearance it partly re- 
ſembles the eagle, and partly the crane, two 


birds certainly very unlike each other, and in 
my opinion ought to be referred to neither of 
theſe genera. 
moſt ſuitable to its nature, viz. as tranſlated in- 
to Dutch, /angen-vraater (or ſerpent-eater;) 
and, in fact, it is for the purpoſe of keeping 
vithin due bounds the very extenſive race of 
ſerpents in Africa, that nature has principally 
deſtined this bird. It is much larger than our 
crane, with legs two feet and a half long, and 
the body in proportion leſs than the crane's. Its 
beak, claws, ſtout thighs covered with long 
feathers, and ſhort neck, are like thoſe of the 
eagle and hawk kind. The head, neck, beak, 
the leſſer coverts of the wings, and the greater 
part of the tail, are of a grey leaden colour; 
the longer quills of which latter, a little way 
from the tips, are moreover marked with a black 
pot; but the two middle quills are longeſt of 
Hall, and are white at the tips; its breaſt is of a 
ellowiſh white ( /ordide albidum;) the vent- 
eathers, wing-quills, thighs, claws, pupil, and 
the retroverted feathers under the eyes are 
black; its thighs are of a fleſh colour, its eyes 
Warge and prominent, the iris of an orange-yel- 
Wow, the cere, and the region of the eyes naked 
and yellow. A tuft or comb compoſed of about 
Wvelve feathers, with which, placed in two rows, 


The Hottentots give it a name 
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this bird is adorned, lies down moſtly on thi 
hind part of the neck. 


- 


This bird has a peculiar method of ſeizing 
upon ſerpents. When it approaches them, . 
always takes care to hold the point of one of is 
wings before it, in order to parry off their ve. 
nomous bites; ſometimes it finds an opporty. 
nity of ſpurning and treading upon, its antago. 
niſt, or elſe. of taking it up on its pinions and 
throwing it into the air; when by this me. 
thod of proceeding it has at length wearied 
out its adverſary, and rendered it almoſ 
ſenſcleſs, it then kills it and ſwallows it at lei 
ſure, without danger. Though I haye ven 
frequently ſeen the ſecretaries bird both in it 
wild and tame ſtate, I have yet neyer had at 
opportunity of ſceing this method it has d 
catching ſerpents ; however, I can by no mean 
harbour any doubt concerning it, after having 
had it confirmed to me by ſo many Hottentai 
as well as Chriſtians; and ſince this bird ha 
been obſerved at the menagerie at the Hau 
to amule and exerciſe itſelf in the ſame mat: 
ner, with a ſtraw. If, finally, this ſerpent-eatet 
is to be referred to the accipitres, or the hayk 
kind, the name of falco ſerpentarius appeal 
to be the moſt proper to diſtinguiſh it by l 


the Sy/tema Nature, It has even been eg 


marked, that theſe birds, when tame, will nd 
diſdain now and then to put up with a nic 
chicken. 


| will not venture at preſent to try u 
reader's patience longer, with accounts of al 
more of the feathered inhabitants of Alrich 


at leaſt not of the ſmaller ſort ; yet it may y F 
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be improper. to mention by the bye; that they 
are of many difterent ſorts, and moſt of them 
unlike thoſe which are to be found in other 


n the 


SA PRs o gt 
yg Fa a 


TE parts of the world, and at the fame time that 
em, 1 many of them are yet unknown to naturaliſts. 
of it In general, they excell our European birds in 
eir ve- the brilliancy of their plumage; bur, on the 
porty. other hand, with regard to what adds greater 
ntapo- i life to nature, and which is capable of charm- 
ns an ing eus more, and operating more powerfully 
is ne. on our lenſes, VIZ. the delighful warbling and 
Jeariel i ſong peculiar to the feathered race, there are 
almot very tew of them that deſerve our notice in 
at e. dhis point. 

ban i The manner in which I employed the re- 
had u mainder of my time, while I ſaid at the warm 
has of bath, was in viſiting a rich farmer Who was 
P. : lick, and lived about two miles and a half off. 
having | had now better reaſon than ever to be pleaſ- 


ttentot A ed with the knowledge I had attained in the 
ird hal AÆſculapian art, though my reward conſiſted 
Hagi, in nothing more than a ſhoulder of mutton 

now and then, and a piece of veniſon, which 


4 b : lometimes was pretty plentiful there; and that 
- hau every viſit they gave me a pitcher full of 
appean E milk, which I took home with me on the pum- 
it by in mel of my ſaddle. As this latter was never 
den wil ! ſuffered to go out of the houſe for money, and 


will nd E the company at the wells were very irregularly 
h a nie ſerved with proviſions, and even theſe were 

E ſcarce, it occaſioned me frequently to repeat 
my viſits to my patient, eſpecially as the co- 


be ed 


try n 3 pious evacuations by ſweat required plenty of 
8 of all nouriſhment to ſupply the place of what was 
Africa, thus diſſipated; an apophthegm, of which ma- 
may not E wy of thoſe, who uſed the bath, were remind- 
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ed by an excellent appetite. As from th, 
ſame motive I was once obliged to go as fy 
as Bott-rivier, in order to get in a ſtock d 
butcher's meat and garden-ſtuff, which | 
brought home with me on a led horſe, I ha 
the ſatisfaQtion, in the extenſive tracts abo. 
mentioned, which are between the bath and 
this river, of ſeeing ſome of the dog kind in 


their wild ſtate, 


Theſe wild dogs are ſome of the moſt per. 
nicious beaſts of prey, particularly with reſped 
to ſheep and goats, that either the African co. 
loniſts or the Hottentot hoards are expoſed to, 
They are reported not to be content mere 
with ſatisſying their hunger, but even to de 
ſtroy and wound every thing they meet with, 
They always herd together in companies, and 
wander about day and night after their prey 
The noiſe they make in hunting is ſaid much 
to reſemble the yelping of our common hound, 
only to be ſomething ſofter. It is aſſerted, 
that they even have the courage to try their 
ſtrength with larger dogs, as well tame a 
wild; and that they were once bold enough in 


their turns, to -purſue a ſportſman, who wa 


out after them on horſeback, but was unluch 
enough to miſs fire. It has been obſerved, 
that they hunt with much ſagacity, acting 
perfectly in concert with each other; whil 
at the ſame time each of them in particulat 
does his beſt to overtake or meet the game 
till at length it falls a prey to the pack, Tit) 
are ſaid to be always as lean as ſkeletons, and 
conſequently ugly, and at the ſame time tha 
they have ſeveral ſpots bare of hair. One (ot 
is ſaid to be larger, and at the ſame a 
reddl 
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CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 
reddiſh colour, and ſpotted black; the other 


Thoſe that I then ſaw at. 
the diſtance of two hundred paces, were pro- 
bably of the larger kind, for they were two 
feet high, ſhort haired, and reddiſh. No one 
yet has tried to tame them; ſome of the 
country people, however, may have had op- 
portunities of experiencing, how near theſe 
grim and fierce animals of prey may be allied 
to the more civilized httle dogs which ſo fre- 
quently engroſs the favour and attention of 
the fair ſex. It is poſſible, that there is yet 
another ſpecies of wild- dogs in Africa, as a 
peaſant of the name of Por T IETER informed 
me, that in Mof?/-bay he had ſeen an animal of 
the ſize and ſhape of a common dog, but that 


it had larger cars, and was marked white un- 


der the belly, but was of a dark colour every 
where elſe, His companion had ſhot at it, but 
miſled fire, | 455 1 


The tiger-wwolf 18 a much more common 
beaſt of prey, and one that from the very be- 
ginning, as well as throughout the whole of 
my journey, occaſioned me ſo much anxiety 
and fear for the ſafety of my cattle, and con- 
ſequently for the happy concluſion of my ex- 
pedition, that I cannot defer any longer the de- 
ſeription of ſo formidable an animal. By the 
coloniſts they are called 7iger-wolf. This is 
that hitherto unknown animal, which Mr. Pzn- 
xanT, in his Synopſis of Quadrupeds, page 
162, Ne 119, and Hiſtory of Quadrupeds, page 
250, N* 149, has briefly deſcribed and given 
a drawing of, by the name of the ſpotted r- 
na, a different ſpecies from the canis hyæna of 
Lixx us. 

The 
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A VOYAGE To THE 
The night, or the duſk of the evening only 


is the time in which theſe animals ſeek their 
prey, after which they are uſed to roam about 
both ſeparately and in flocks. But one of ttt 


moſt unfortunate properties of this creatur 
is, that it cannot keep its own counſek The WW, 
language of it cannot eaſily be taken. dow Wi, 
upon paper; however, with a view to make Wn 
this ſpecies of wolf better known than it ha 
been hitherto, I ſhall obſerve, that it is by WF) 
means of a ſound ſomething like the follow. Wi! 
{ 
( 
t 
a 


ing, aauae, and ſometimes voao, yelled out 

with a tone of deſpair, (at the interval of ſone Wi 

minutes between each how],)that nature oblige : 
this, the moſt voracious animal in all Africa, 

to diſcover itſelf, juſt as it does the moſt veno. Il 
mous of all the American ſerpents, by the ra Wi 
tle in its tail, itſelf to warn every one to avoid g 
its mortal bite. This ſame ratlle- ſnate would I 
ſeem, in conſequence of thus betraying n. 
own deſigns, and of its great inactivity, (t0 Wit: 
be as it were nature's ſtep-child,) if, according n 
to many credible accounts, it had not the o Wito 
derous property of charming 1 its prey by fixing WW 
its eye upon it. The like is li alſo of pe 
the 7iger-wolf. This creature, it is true, b 
obliged to give information againſt itſelf; bu Wi: 
on the other hand, is actually poſſeſſed of tl Wo! 
peculiar gift of being enabled, in forme, mes Wi: 
ſure, to imitate the cries Ly other animal; * 
by which means this arch- deceiver is ſome· ſt 
times lucky enough to beguile and attrad WV 
calves, foals, lambs and other animals. A Pol 
to the howlings of this creature, they are, in 
fact, as much the natural conſequences. 0i 


hunger, as gaping is of a diſpoſition to * 
an 
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or ſome other quality of it which I cannot well 


BE deſcribe, induces me to conjecture, that it 
proceeds from the emptineſs of the ſtomach. 
in the mean while, that a diſpoſition to this 
| F cling is abſolutely implanted in the animal 
by nature, I am apt to conclude from the in- 
ſlance of a young tiger-wolf that I ſaw at the 
Cape, which, though it had been brought up 


tame from a whelp by a Chineſe reſident there, 


and was then chained up, was ſaid neverthe- 
leſs to be ſilent in the day time, but very fre- 
= quently in the night (being then probably hun- 
ory) was heard to emit the yelling noiſe, pecu- 
liar to its kind. Near ſome of the larger 


arms, where there is a great deal of cattle, 


this ravenous beaſt is to be found almoſt every 
night; and at the ſame time frequently from 
one hour to another betraying itſelf by its 
Jhowlings, gives the dogs the alarm. The 
peaſants aſſured me, that the cunning of the 
Ewolves was ſo great, (adding, that the trick 
had now and then even ſucceeded with ſome 
Jof them) that a party of them, half flying and 
half defending themſelves, would decoy the 
hole pack of dogs to follow them to the dif- 
ance of a gun-thot or two from the farm, 
ith a view to give an oppc unity to the reſt 
Jol the wolves to come out from their ambul- 
eade, and, without meeting with the leaſt re- 
Witance, carry off booty ſufficient for them- 
Wclves and their fugitive brethren. As the 


tiger- 
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and as the flowing of the ſaliva, or the water 1775. 

coming into the mouth, is of the, ſight of 
ſome delicacy, which excites the appetite. 
There mult, indeed, be ſome phyſical cauſe 
for this. The very hollowneſs of the ſound, 
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1775- tiger-wolf, though a much larger and ſtrong 


uly- animal, does not venture without being dri 


to the utmoſt neceſſity, to meaſure its ſtrengy 
with the common dog, this is certainly an ei 
dent proof of its cowardice. Neither dog 
this ſame voracious beaſt dare openly to attad 
oxen, cows, horſes, or any of the larger a 
mals, while they make the leaſt appearance y 
if they would defend themſelves, or even x 
long as they do not betray any ſigns of fey 
On the other hand, it has art enough to rub 
in upon them ſuddenly and unexpeQtedly, x 
the ſame time ſetting up a horrid and ſtrang 
cry, ſo as to ſet them a running in conſequent 
of the fright, that it may afterwards keep cl 
to their heels with ſafety, till it has an oppor 
tunity with one bite or ſtroke to rip up th 
belly of its prey, (even though it ſhould b 
ſo large an animal as a draught-ox) or el 
give it ſome dangerous bite, and ſo at on 
ſingle bout make itſelf maſter of its antago 
niſt. On this account the peaſants are obliget 
to drive their cattle home every evening be 
fore it is dark, excepting the more conſider 
ble droves of draught-oxen, which they It 
roam about day and night to ſeek their fool 
unattended, by reaſon that they are uſed bot 
to the country and the artifices of the wolve, 


and can therefore the eaſier depend upon ail 


defend each other. 


Travellers, on the other hand, who at 
obliged to keep on in their journey, frequent) 
ſuffer great loſſes by turning their cattle out 1 
night; eſpecially of the young ones, which F 
are caſieſt ſcared. I, who had only one teat 
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ronge of oxen, and thoſe, to my ſorrow, of that de- 
drin generate fort as to be apt to ſtray and wander 
rengh MS afar off, ſeldom ventured to let them graze in 
an er. the night, however neceſſary it might other- 
r dog viſe be; for my botanizing ſeldom allowed me 
attad to travel on nights, as the peaſants do, and 
er at Tai my cattle in the day-time : ſo that, as I 
ance n could only travel in the mornings and even- 
ven u ings, the heat of the day was neither a proper 
ff feu nor a ſufficient time for baiting them. I had 
to rub beſides not unfrequently the diſagreeable acci- 
dly, 2 dent happen to me, that the leader of my 
ſtrag i team, whoſe duty it was to go to paſture with 
quence i the cattle, often neglected his duty. By this 
ep cok {WE means we waſted not only many hours, but 
oppor even ſometimes a couple of days together, in 
up tie anxious endeavours to recover our loſt cattle; 
uld de and at the ſame time were obliged to go over 
or el: hills and dales, on horſeback as well as on foot, 
at or to look after them. While I ſtaid at the warm 
antag i bath, my ſaddle-horſe together with ſome 
obligel i others, was frightened one night by the wolves, 
ing de. ſo as to pull up by the roots the ſmall buſhes 
nſider to which they were tied, and took to their 
they {WE beels; but by good luck, they were found 
ir fool again unhurt the following evening. They 
ed bob had perhaps diſengaged themſelves entirely 
wolves WW from their faſtenings, or elſe taken heart, on 
on ai having been obliged to ſtop at the ſteep decli- 
= vity of a mountain, that encloſed a narrow 
dale, where they were found. It may be like- 

who att W viſe, that the hyæna has courage only upon 
equent\ {thc open plains, in the ſame manner as our or- 
e out 2 dinary wolves ; which, for fear of being taken 
„ whic by ſurprize, are ſaid not to venture to follow 
ne tean any one that takes refuge in the ſkirts of a 
1 wood. 
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diſagreeable and vigilant an enemy as the vc. 


confefled to me, that it was ſtill within the 


the caſe; a circumſtance, perhaps, proccedin 


country, a circumitance which, in theſe he 
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wood. The imminent danger I had been 
of loſing my ſaddle-horſe, induced me ah. 
wards to be as cautious as poſhble againk | 


I had alſo the good fortune, throughout t 
whole of my journey, to eſcape paying ay 
tax to this animal's voracity and cunning, e 
cepting a trace belonging to the waggon, ty 
yards long and two fingers thick, made 
ſtrong thongs of undreſſed ox's hide Plaite 
together; for one night a wolf came within 
ſide of the door of my lodgings (at Tiger-huj 
where it hung up, and gnawing it in pieca 
ate it up. The Hottentots themſelves bat 


memory of. man, that the tiger-wolf was bol 
enough to ſteal upon them and, moleſt them 
their huts, particularly by carrying off the 
children. This, however, is now no long 


from the introduction of fire- arms into ti 


times, has cauſcd this, as well as other zu 
bealts, to ſtand in greater awe of man than 
did formerly. I have heard the following f 
of the tiger- wolf mentioned, as being relati 1 
in a certain treatiſe on the Cape, of which! 
now cannot exactly remember the title. IE 


tale is laughable enough, though perhaps ni 1 
quite ſo probable. . 
1 

« At a feaſt near the Cape one night, x 


trympeter who had got his fill was carried oil 
of doors, in order that he might cool himſel 
and get ſober again. The ſcent of him foot 


drew thither a tiger- -wolf, which threw him : 
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cen a is back, and dragged him along with him as 1775: 

. alt: WY a corpſe, and conſequently a fair prize, up to- July. 

uni b PO OM 
WE wards Table-mountain. During this, however, 

© vol. our drunken muſician waked, enough in his 

ut u -nſes to know the danger of his ſituation, and 

us 1 WE. ſound the alarm with his trumpet, which 


"8 be carried faſtened to his fide. The wild 


n, ii peaſt, as may eaſily be ſuppoſed, was not leſs 

ade Wtrightened in its turn.” Any other beſides a 

pia . would, in ſuch circumſtances, have 

rn, | Yundoubtedly been no better than wolt's meat. 

PEP 

PIC BE Tn the mean while it is a certain truth, and 

es hari Ewell known to every body, that theſe wolves 

bin le * to be found almoſt every dark night about 

vas bel the ſhambles at the Cape, where they devour 

them i the offals of bones, ſkin, &c. which are thrown 

ff ther out there in great quantities, and drag away 

long with them what they cannot eat. The inha- 

ceeding bitants repay theſe good offices of the hyæna 

nto tit Evith a free and unlimited privilege of acceſs 

le 1 and egreſs. The dogs too hereabouts, per- 

zer v1 fecuy accuſtomed to their company, are ſaid 

1 than eff never to throw any impediment in their way; 

ing ſtor Bo that the beaſt, entertained and fed in the 

ela Wo heart of the town, has been ſeldom known £4 

which! to do any miſchief there. It is likewiſe a well- "Ht OY 

e. Int Known fact, that theſe wolves, in different Wt |. 

1aps 10 parts of Africa, exhibit different degrees of mb 
courage; this, however, may perhaps proceed "WM 

; rom their being of different ſpecies in dif- 1 

1817 Wcrent parts. T9 

rried ou 1 

himlch Yet in this very greedineſs of the Hyæna, 126308 

im ſoo! end its diſpoſition to confume every thing it | 1 4 

him 5 ean get at, the provident œconomy of nature N 
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is abundantly evinced. The flowery fields x 
the Cape, would certainly ſoon become hide 


ous and disfigured with carcaſes and ſkeleton, 
the relicks of the great quantity of game 


all forts which graze and die there in ſucceſ; 
on, were not the figer- wolf maniteſtly ſubſe. 
vient to nature in the regulation of her police, 
by clearing her theatre from them; nay, | 
had almoſt ſaid, the wolf alone: for lions and 
tigers, for example, never eat bones, and ar 
not very fond of carcaſes. Theſe are ſervice. 
able in another way. They make the othe: 
animals vigilant and attentive to the function 
for which nature has deſigned them; and be. 
ſides anſwering ſeveral other intentions of pro- 
vidence, they ſerve, in conjunction with man 
kind, to keep in a juſt equilibrium the inereak 
of the animal kingdom; fo that it may nd 
exceed the ſupplies afforded it by the vegets 
ble part of the creation, and by this means 
prevent the neceſſary renewal of the latter by 
ſeeds, &c. and thus, by deſolating it and lay 
ing it waſte, in the end impoveriſn and deſtroy 
themſelves, and die moſt wretched victims to 
want and hunger; ſo that, notwithſtanding thc 
immenſe quantities of game exiſting in this 
country, there are very ſeldom found any bone 
in the haunts they have left, and never after 
the tiger, lion, jackal, wild cat, and wild dog 
Theſe latter animals, that they may not en 
cumber and litter the ground which nature ba 
ordained them to clear, never go out of thei 
dens and caverns when they find themſelvs 
ſick and diſabled ; but there, oppreſſed vi 
hunger and diſeaſe, await the tranſitory moment 
when they muſt pay obedience to nature's ll 
law. E 

- n 
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Is 2 On this ſubject it is worth while to obſerve, 1775. 
hide. that the tiger-wolf is ſaid, beſides being a very July. 
tom great gormandizer, likewiſe to be capable of 
je of bearing hunger a conſiderable time; and if we 
ceſi. allo recollect its cowardly manner of attacking 


ble. living animals, it will be evident, that this 
creature's voracity muſt neceſſarily ſerve to 


15 conſume ſuch as are worn out with age, or are 
% ſickly or maimed, as well as the other remains 
dn and refuſe of the animal kingdom, and in like 
-vice. manner what may be redundant in it; but does 
other not threaten any great deſtruction of the ſup- 
Tm” pfies neceſſary for the recruiting of this part of 
| de. the creation. 

pro- e Bk 
ma Two other voracious animals of this kind 


I are found in Africa, which are diſtinguiſhed 


crea 
by the names of mountain-wolf and trand-wolf ; 


& but the people of the country were not able to 
neans give me any other marks to diſtinguiſh them 
er H by, than that the mountain-wolf is of a greyiſh 
I lay east, but the Zrand-wolf blackiſh with a grey 
efron bead. In the mean-while, what I have faid 
ns to above concerning the tiger-wolf, as being the 
ng the Wmoſt common of the kind, may perhaps be 


u thi Wn a great meaſure applicable to the two other 
bones Pecies. 
ater : | 

The one of theſe probably is the canis hyzna 
] dog. I . 
ot Ell %. Nat. LI xx. as I brought with me from 
re ba Wc Cape a ſkin, which ſeems to correſpond 
© thei Wolcrably well with the deſcriptions we have of 
\ſelve Wat animal. The teeth and feet were either 
1 wit Wolt from off the ſkin, or elſe mutilated ; how- 
ever, to deſcribe it as accurately as I can, it 
Nas five feet in length and two in breadth, and 
the 
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above a foot long. The tail was fifteen inchy 


long, and tolerably erect; from the tip of th 


noſe to the eyes it meaſured fix inches, ani 
from the eyes to the ears five; the ears ven 
fix inches long, a little rounded at the tip, hy 
the exterior parts of them were moſtly bar 
The noſe was peaked ; the head covered wil 
ſhort hair, and of an aſh-colour all over; whit 
on the other hand, the hair on the reſt of th 
body was thick, harſh, and rough; on th 
upper part of the back the kairs were above; 
foot long, eſpecially near the tail; on the tai 
itſelf they were ſix inches in length, while u 
the ſides and belly they were not above fon 
or five. | 


The whiſkers were very {tiff and harſh, ſont 
of them being thrice the thickneſs of thoſe oi 
the breaſt, and five inches in length. A num 
ber of ſtiff and ſtrait hairs, three or four inche 


long, compoſed the eye-brows. The eyes ve 


at the diſtance of two inches aſunder ; the eo 
lour of the ſpace between them, as well as at 
the upper part of the back and tail, was dark 
brown, as likewiſe on the legs and thighs; 
but on the fides and under the belly it un 


mouſe-black. It was with difficulty that ſont 3 
dark ſtripes could be traced, running from ti: 


back-bone down to the ſides. 


So that Mr. PæNNAN T's deſcription of the E | 


hyena canina, or the canis hyzna of LiNNE05 


correſponds tolerably well, as to the ſize of ti 
animal and the nature of the hair, with ti] 
kin I brought with me, and have juſt nw 


deſcribed 
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f deſcribed, the ſmall differences there may be 


in the colour being of no great importance: 
beſides, I have another very good reaſon for 
believing, that one ſpecies of the animal called 


BS :v/ve at the Cape, is the hy@na canina, ſo well 
E deſcribed by Mr. PeNNanwT ; and this is, that 
a farmer living near Bott Rivier, offered to lay 
me a conſiderable wager, that he could ſhew 
me wolves that were hermaphrodites, For this 
WT purpoſe he intended to lay a poiſoned bait for 
them, compoſed of an extract of an herb, 
BW which he bought of ſomebody that lived a 
great way up the country; however, I did not 
W accept the wager, partly as I had not time to 
W wait for the determination of it, and partly be- 
© cauſe I was afraid of getting into ſome diſa- 
W grecable diſpute about the deciſion of it; as 
perhaps this animal, in like manner as I had 
ſcen before in the caſe of the viverra genetta 
W and other creatures, might have a 3 
or follicle, in that part, which might be miſ- 
taken for the female organs of generation. 
did not then recolle&, that Mr. Pennant had 
W remarked an aperture above the anus in the 
female of the canis hyæna; but that the tiger- 
wolf had nothing of the kind, I could ob- 
W {crve in the female one that was kept alive at 
the Cape. It is this aperture, as I imagine, 
that in former times gave room for the aſſer- 
ion, that the hyæna was uſed to change its 
ex. Perhaps, in like manner, it will be found, 
of the E 
boundation in the accounts they gave (though 
chey were certainly carried too far) of the 
ith te byrna's power to imitate the human voice, 
and to charm the ſhepherds, ſo that they were 
not able to ſtir from the ſpot they were in. 


that our forefathers were not entirely without 
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Nora ro r $ 
I have already given an account of this er- 
turc's power to imitate other animals; all the Wi « 
country people, wherever I paſſed in the cou h 
of my journey, were agreed on this point. 
myſelf, as well as my fellow-traveller, and m b of 
Hottentots, together with a boor and his whole A ,. 
family at Gaurits Rivier, heard a wolf imitae WF p 
ſheep and lambs. That the noiſe came fron n. 
the wolf we had reaſon to conclude, path 
from our having heard it from the place het oe 
he diſcovered himſelf, both before and aiter. pe 
wards, by his uſual and peculiar howl ; partly WW h 
becauſe all the ſheep were near at hand, pc 
had been all reckoned before they were toll. WW f 
ed; and indeed, partly becauſe the bleatin ni, 
was emitted in rather too ſharp a tone, and ca 
little like the natural ſound, that even the dog pe 
belonging to the farm were ſenſible of the trick, ti 
and ran out that way barking violently ; bu ere 
what kind of wolf this was, nobody could ha 
form me with any certainty. W in. 
A little farther on I ſhall have occaſion mo 


particularly to relate, how we were diſturbel 
in a deſert place by a great body of wolve 
which, in conſequence of the infernal noil 
they made, might, in former times, eaſily hat 
induced the ſuperſtitious ſhepherds to beliet 
any conceit whatever, that the firſt emotion 
of their terror could inſpire. 


In Lange Kloof, near Gantze Craal Rivier, 
was ſhewed a little piece of ſkin, which nat 
ſaid to be that of a wolf. In its colour it cam 
neareſt to that of our Swediſh wolves, but ti*Wſug 


hair was coarſer and harſher, and was, in "]Wbyz 
opinion, 
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rs opinion, different from that of both the other 1775. 


| the BS forts of hyæna above-mentioned. The ſkin I Jux. 


ure nave deſcribed as correſponding with the canis 
t I 12:4, I bought juſt before my departure from 
um the Cape of the late lord lieutenant, or land- 


hae / of Zwwellendam ; who told me, it had been 
tate preſented to him by a peaſant living in the 
tron northern part of his diſtrict. This ſame pea- 
arth WW fant, he ſaid, pretended it was the ſkin of a 
her very rare and uncommon animal. It might be, 
altet. perhaps, that by this means he wiſhed to en- 
dati e hance the value of his preſent, though very 
, ant WW poſfibly in a certain reſpect it was rare for him; 
fold. for wolves are heard, I had almoſt ſaid, every 
ating night; are hardly ever ſhot, and very ſeldom 
nd caught, though for this purpoſe the country 
: dog Y people build little houſes, in which they put 
trick, WW ſtinking carcaſes by way of bait. The wolf 
* creeping in here and treading on a ſpring, a 
Id in 


W hatch falls down immediately, and ſhuts him 
L in. | 


| more 
-urbe( 
rolves, 

nolle 
y hate 
zelieve 
lotions 


cannot help once more repeating it, as be- 
Wing ſomething peculiar, that the ſkin above de- 


Wwhich were above a foot long. As in the 
varmeſt countries the animals are often found 
noſt deficient with reſpect to hair; and again 
Was it is in the cold climates alone, eſpecially 
Nagainſt the winter ſets in, that one ſees theſe 
Wcreatures protected from the ſeverity of the 
vier, WWſcaſon by furs and long ſhaggy hair; and as 
ch vüßh nature does nothing without deſign, nothing 
t can without the wiſeſt intentions, the queſtion has 
but ti ſuggeſted itſelf to me, what occaſion can the 
in una canis have, in ſo warm a climate as that 
pine N 2 he 


ſccribed was covered with hairs, a great part of 
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1775- he inhabits, for ſo hairy and warm a covering? 

- July. This however may, perhaps, be extremely ne. 
5 ceſſary in the cold caverns of rocks, and the 
5 ſubterraneous holes which are allotted to thi 
beaſt of prey for his habitation. It ſeems tg 
me likewiſe to be very ſerviceable in the cold, 
dark, and rainy nights, which are the princi. 
pal times for this animal to hunt in. Ting 
that moreover, are probably very critical for 
ſuch gazells and antilopes as are ſick and ſuper. 
annuated. But may not this fur likewiſe ſerve 
to take off from the ſharpneſs of this animal) 
hunger? A good cover for a horſe in winter i, 
according to the uſual expreſſion, equal to half 
its food: now nature, whoſe riches and bounty 
we acknowledge in other particulars, does nt 
{how a leſs careful proviſion in regard to the 
animal I am ſpeaking of. It is neceſſary that 
the animal kingdom ſhould be kept in due 
order and a juſt equilibrium; and ſhe make 
uſe of certain animals for this purpoſe, and 
therefore has endued the hyæna with a won. 
derful degree of vigilance, with other mean 
to anſwer theſe her intentions to their full ex. 
tent; but being unwilling, and indeed too ge. 
nerous, perpetually to laviſh the more inoffen. 
ſive part of the animal creation to the utmoſ 
ſtretch of this creature's voracious appetite, 
ſhe hits upon other methods between while 
E 7 to aſſwage and damp it. In the ſame manne! 
=. as to the other beaſts of prey, ſhe has give! 
WE. to the wolf likewiſe the faculty of fleeping ou 
the greateſt part of its life, by which means! 
eats the leſs; and this creature's warm fut 
4.8 does not a little promote nature's intentions 1! 

iis this reſpect. 3 
530 The 
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The lion, indeed, ig 
from this part of the co 
times happens, that on 
hither farther from the 
theſe animals was ſaid t 
chiet at about eleven 
bath, at the time that 


now almoſt extirpated 
untry ; though it ſome. 
c or two of them come 
northwards. 
0 have done much miſ. 
miles diſtance from the 
I was there. 
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A VOYAGE ro THz 


Sm A FP. v. 


Journey from the Warm Bath to Zwellendan, 


W- time was now come for me to quit 
the bath, in order to ſet out upon the 
long journey I had in view. Mr. IMMELMay 
likewiſe now came to me from the Cape, to 
bear me company according to his promiſe, 
But, contrary to my expectation, there was 
ſomething ſtill wanting of the greateſt in. 
portance. 


The peaſant, who had undertaken to equip 
me with what was neceflary for my journey, 
had taken me in, not only by ſelling me a 
team of wretched oxen, but likewiſe in the 
driver he procured me. Though he had hired 
him for me at ſeven rixdollars per month, ex 
eluſive of his victuals and tobacco, the fellow 
knew {till leſs of the road than we did our- 
ſelves. This ſame driver had likewiſe neglect 
ed his duty, in omitting to procure us a Hot 
tentot to lead our oxen. I had every realon 
to think, that this omiſſion was made on pur- 
pole, in order that we might not penetrate 
tar into the country; in which caſe he him{cli 
would have the fewer dangers and difficultics to 
undergo, and the wear and tear of my wag: 
gon would be the leſs; for I plainly perceived, 
that his principal, or the farmer whom I had 

CommIl- 


- Ref of >. „ 
1 = ON WTI 
* © a9 % a 
— 1 
ee A. dal bed at at af nin EET W 2 3 5 N — » bud * PR” - " ; ; * 5 - a Le > 4 þ N . 4 1 
. * Poo OI IE OT DOE EIN (PEE NEAT nnn EN One R r * 2 _ > g ; IN 8 8 n 
Me a c ˙ ͤ [ ˙ SGT at a be ot tt a; * * * : N n CES 
i res r R 1 1 a SES O40 1 = aw WK = * N e BYE * \ ors MAE > 7 - 5 * 8 2 0 9 8 23 4 
. * n 1 rennen r et r eee 2 2 — 2 = x +. "24-4 N q 3% e. To 0 +... REEL AF IRE — 4 25 v 4 — 4+ N 9 o = Y F >" 4 : of * 7 en Js 6 
, a tems ele ih y , ; 7 . 1 D v.27: G n 45 = 7 ; ST 3 
of a a 4 * * 8 8 ; K 9 N e 
, — 1 * 
5 # \ 4. 
* nn by 


rr 


* 
9 


R 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 183 


commiſſioned to agree with him for me, had 1775. 
buoyed himſelf up with the hopes, that he July: 
ſhould get my waggon dog cheap at my re- OR 
turn. 1 therefore agreed with another, who 

W was reckoned a ſteady and experienced man; 

but he, as ſoon as we imparted to him in con- 

fidence our intentions of viſiting the more diſ- 


an. tant parts of the country, not only begged to 4 
be off the bargain, but likewiſe ſincerely and is 
W from the bottom- of his heart, adviſed us to Tn 
quit WW ftay at home. By this means we were quite "Fl 
| the put to our ſhifts, not knowing how to get an 1 
Max WA inch farther. Though we now would have kt 
e, to WE gladly put up with the Lego-Hottentots only, | 9 74 
miſe, we met with a refuſal likewiſe from them, on wh 
was WW our ſending to a couple of craals, or commu- 1 
in. WE nitics, at the diſtance of eleven miles from 1 
W us, in order to make a bargain with them. 1 
W They excuſed themſelves on the account that be | 
quip a great many of their young men were juſt T1: 
rney, dead, and ſome of them were ſtill fick. It RAP 
ne 2 WE ſeemed they were aftlicted with a bilious fever, 1 
the a diſorder which in general is rather uncom- 7 1 
hired . mon at the Cape, and is always molt fatal to WER: 
, ex- flaves. But as it was now very rife, and ran | 4 
low WW very high among the coloniſts themſelves, they 1 
our- (WF vere univerſally alarmed, and my fellow-tra- my. 
leck. WR velicr as much as any of them. I, for my WE 
Hot- part, being an European phyſician, and uſed Ak 
-aſon WWF to much more dangerous epidemics, was in 23 
pur- no concern whatever, except on account of the 3358 
trate N mortification and Thame 1 experienced at find- bt 4. 
mich E ing myſelf in danger of putting an end to my lt 
ies to WF journey for want of a driver. Indeed, I now 1 
wag: wiſhed within myſelf, and not without reaſon, {488 
ived, to have it in my power to exchange one or two ry | "| 
had ot thc ſeven ſciences for the art of driving oxen. 28 
unil- ii At 1 
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1775- At length, however, the baſtard Hottenty 
Auguſt. who lived near the bath in a but made of hy. 
dles, and who by the bye was but a ſad felloy, 
finding his wife and child begin to recover 
from their putrid fever, undertook, in conh. 
deration of ſome medicines he had had of me, 
but chiefly in conſideration of the hard money 
I had paid him down upon the nail, to dri 
my waggon ; bur no farther than to Zellendan, 
where Mr. IMMELMaN was in hopes of petting 
Hottentots eaſier. In the mean while, in d. 
fault of ox-leaders, we were obliged, though 
on horſeback, to condeſcend, by means of x 
long rope, ourſelves to perform this office, 
which in Africa is looked upon in the lowel 
light imaginable. To give this difagreeable 
affair a better colour, we gave ourſelves credi 
wherever we. went for undertaking this piece 
of drudgery, as being the beſt method to ge 
rid of the greateſt impediment in our journey, 
and as freeing us from the neceflity of making 
low ſubmiſſions to our inferiors, and of being 
too troubleſome to others for their aſſiſtance 
By this means, indeed, we made the good pev 
ple cry us up for what bare neceſſity forced u 


i to; but, for all that, we were neither bete 
1 nor worſe than ox- leaders. : 

4 On the 26th of Auguſt we left the bath, and 

— arrived th good time at Steenbock-rivier, when 

3 my patient lived who had paid me for my vill 

: with milk and meat, during my reſidence ! 

the bath. He had for many years paſt ul 

the bath himſelf for a violent ſwelling and cr) 

5 ſipelas in one of his legs, but was now alte 

1 dy relieved by the uſe of iſſues, the leaves d 

13 elder, &c. on which account he ſold HY 
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tot! A ſpirits 1 wanted to preſerve my animals in, at 
bur. a very reaſonable rate, and at the ſame time 
on, perſuaded me to ſtay there that night; but to 
over the great terror and diſquietude of my fellow- 
on. traveller, he lodged us in the ſame room in 
me, WE which his ſon had lately lain ill of a putrid fe- 
one} ver. He afterwards gave us a few proviſions 
drive for our journey, and would oblige us to bor. 
dan, row a porridge-pot of him, which I then con- 
ting WA fidered as a troubleſome ſuperfluity, but after- 
n de. wards found that by preſſing it upon us he had 


ough (RF done us a peculiarly Kind office, 

of 2 WE 

office, On the 27th we ſet out again on our jour- 
owe ney, and as the road was good and even all 


cable the way, and my Hottentot aſſured me that he 
credit could do very well without any leader, we let 
piece bim go forward while we rode up to the farm 
to ga near the road, where we were treated by the 
wrnes, WE owner of it with a rare and delicate diſh; a 
aking WF fort- of ſparrow or finch (/oxia capenſis) broil- 


being ed: a bird that does much miſchief in the 

tance, corn-fields, but with its black and yellow 

d peo. plumage makes a beautiful appearance. I bave 

ced wu obſerved, that this little animal, at the approach 

bettet of ſummer, always changed its yellow for a 
blood-red hue. 


h, a Our driver, indeed, had not much the ſtart 
where oof us; but though we puſhed very faſt after 
y vilit him, we were not able to overtake him before 
nce u tbe evening came on; we began to fear we 
t uc bad gone out of our road, when at length we 


Ld 


* 
* 


og 


id e et with a drunken European, who was not 


Hil 


5 


2 


A 


alte: Malbamed to offer himſelf to be my ſervant, 
alter having acknowledged that, in company 
ne the th my Hottentot, he had been getting drunk 
ſt p! rit 2 | with 


=» 
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caſk above-mentioned, was actually broke gf 5 0 
Having taken off the oxen, and unſaddled a 
horſes at the farm called Gantze Craal, I om. 


A VOYAGE TO THE © 


with the. contents of my brandy-caſk. 4 
length we overtook our Hottentot, who, ny 
ſo drunk as his companion, denied the fag 
though the mail of the lock belonging to th 


that he had, likewiſe filled ſeveral bottles, in q. 
der to treat himſelf and a couple of raſcab e 
his own kidney, a baſtard and a flave, wy WA, 
had come thither with a waggon. 0 


As the miſchievous diſpoſition of the i : 1 
vages is carried even to madneſs, and becons ne 
extremely dangerous when they are overloa-Wi-r 


ed with liquor, I took the brandy from then; r 
but they had already drank themſelves to he 


a pitch of frenzy and boldneſs, as to give o 
to underſtand, that, in caſe they parted vu ut 
their beloved brandy, they thought of Win. 
thing but revenge and murder. As we ha on 
ſeen a Chriſtian equally guilty with them, ni 
thought we might and ought to bear ß o. 
them till the next morning, with all the cod 
neſs and prudence, which the proſecution d 
our journey and the preſent poſture of ol 


affairs required. ppe 
nd 
In the mean time I was obliged to ſſeep Mech 
night long in my waggon to take care 7 1 
brand by which means I got freſh cold; IN 
this ſame farm of Ganize Craal, lay on tit 
other ſide of the river Zonder End. The no 
morning we forced our valiant pot- companion 2 
who were now ſober, to aſk pardon; and ; 


noon, having found a ferpent, we put it alle 
into the caſk, in the preſence of every o- 


My 
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ly comrade now told them, they might drink 


ccrance, and added, with a. careleſs air, that 
In that caſe he ſhould hope ſoon to have the 
leaſure of ſeeing them burſt with poiſon, 
with other things to that purpoſe. Theſe con- 
Witions they did not venture to accept; but 
Nie us plainly to perceive, that they envied 
e venomous creature the pleaſure of being 
Wrowned in ſo delicious an element. I now, 
owever, ſecured my lock in the beſt manner 
vas able, that I might not loſe any more of 
Wny ſpirits, in which I wanted to preſerve ani- 
als of all forts. Since this, I have heard it 
Wcported of the Hottentots living a good way 
p in the country, that they are not afraid of 
Wc lca(t ill effects enſuing from ſwallowing the 
oiſon of ſerpents, even in an undiluted ſtate : 
Not on the contrary, look upon it as a medi- 
| 1 ine, and a preſervative againſt the dangerous 
Wonſequences enſuing from the bite of theſe 
mals. How the uncultivated Hottentots 
Fhould arrive to the knowledge, that the poi- 
} yon of ſerpents may be ſwallowed without dan- 
Fer, it is not caſy to conjecture, at leaſt not 
vith a ſofficient degree of probability; but it 
ppcars to me molt likely, that the Europeans 
d Aſiatics were firſt apprized of this fact, by 
h as had in vain attempted to take away 
ron or others lives by means of the poi— 
n of ſerpents *. So that I had ſtill reaſon 

0 


= 
Nox': 4 ſerpent um eli admiſto ſanguine peſtis; 
Miorſu virus habent, & fagum dente mirantut: 
Paula mor te carent. . 


Lucan, L. IX. v. 614—616. 


Is much as they pleaſed without lett or hin- Auguſt. 


* — by — — * 
— . . q 
* W | — < 4 — 
A * * — — 2*ů⸗„*“́ 7 = 
a. wth 2 
” . > — 8 8 : 
—— Co ag <4 2 4 
— — * _ as" _- 
„ Sa - * *. 2 2 = 
* —— 22 


— — — 1 — 


p » 
* 
. 
. v 
1 
wi $ 
* 
* 
0 
PL 
. =} 
1 
* 
© 
„ 
4 
* 4 
— 1 
4 
N 
1 
1 U 
* 14 
Fw. 1 
* -2 
k - 
1 > 
7 
T9 
LY 4 
4 [ 7 3 
= fy 
2 
* 
7 9 
ys 
7 
4 
* 
% 
* 
1 _ "_ 
* — 
4 — 
3 
* 
N t 
* 
1 . 
E. N 
* 1 | 
2 
, 5 
71 * 
Z - 
wy 
p 
4 5 
1 I 
p [ N 
A q 
d 
| * 
«> 5 
n 
* 
* 
1 
Ry 
* 5 
4 7 
F. = 
| f 
WE? 
o 
fi 
1 
7 
1 
WY 
N 0 
4 
z 


= ee 
— 


94 ** 


n 
— at. Ig 
 % 8 
4 4 


6 — * — = * ths 
* N * 2 % a 2 . * —— N — A 2 * . Fi * — % * - 
re - - T 
f = - — * — 
© 4 ———— — * 
—— — = 1 ha 


— pl 
43 — a — m — 2 2 ↄ * 
p mw _ —_ 
* f 


2 


— 2 


8 


* — 


* . 


AVOVYVA GE To Tax 


to fear, that the Hottentots would not be 1 
to keep themſelves from this delicious liquy 
though they knew that there was a venom 
animal preſerved in it. I had long before th 
experienced ſomething of the kind at þy 
rivier, where a ſlave had intoxicated hing 
by drinking ſome ſpirits out of a little yel 
in which I kept a toad and the fetus d. 
hy/trix. Neither could I preſerve my bran 
from the depredations of my troubleſome j 
ſitors, till having put ſeveral animals into! 
and theſe being ſhaken to pieces by the jo 
ing of the waggon, the moſt inebriating y 
pours of the brandy, by the aſſiſtance of th 
jun ſhining upon them, were changed in 
effluvia that were highly diſguſting, in a 
ſequence of the animal particles they en 
tained. 


Our patience ſeemed deſtined to be e 
{till farther, in the beginning of our joue a. 


by ſeveral trifling misfortunes ; I was obig or 
to ſtay here two days to ſeek every when 10. 
though in vain, after one of the beſt cattle o 
my team. It was a bull, though in Arai c 
theſe are very ſeldom broke in for drag he 
burdens. It is true they are very hardy, he 
F 

So long ago at leaſt, as the times in which this = 
wrote, has it been obſer ved, that the poiſon of ſerpent 0 

no effect, except it be mixed with the blood ; and mou 
the P/31/7 are irrefragable proofs, that this property of ke A C | 
pents has been known in Africa from time on oe” p ole 
They ſucked the poiſon out of the wounds of perſons dil rea 
by theſe animals, and handled 188 careſſed them, as! "WM. 

modern Egyptians do at this preſent time, without = | 
hurt by them in the leaſt: . 4 Cl 
— Superincumbens pallentia vulnera lambt!, tt 


Ore venena trahens. Ibid. 933 
10 
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not ſo apt to be ſcared by wild beaſts, but 
then they are likewiſe more unruly. Notwith- 
Wtanding this, they had ſold me two oxen ſo 
eeſtive, that my Hottentots, any more than 
Imyſelf, could not take them out or put them 
Sno the waggon without the greateſt fear and 
Wc:ution. They were all too old and lean for 
bravhW journey of the extent of that which we had 
me 1-WWundertaken, and every one of them had ſome 
nto M peculiar fault beſides : in fine, I had got the 
ic j-WWcfuſe of the peaſant's worſt oxen. Beſides, 
ing u 
of th 
ed im 
in can 
en 


e ab 
iqun, 
)mMoy 
e th 
; Bu 
Mins 
pelle 
8 of} 


excited the jealouſy of ſome other bulls, he 
Vas butted out of the field by them; and as 
e had been hunted away over a river, was 
Nuppoſed to. have taken his flight home; fo 
What we could not help ſuſpecting, that the 
mer had this in view when he ſold him to 
Xe uu ne. So liable are we to think ill of thoſe who 
ourne Wave already deceived us. As I had no op- 
oblixWWportunity of purchaſing a tolerable beaſt in the 
ber oom of that which I had loſt, I was obliged 
cattic o drive from this place with only eight oxen ; 
| Ano circumſtance that fell heavy enough upon 
drazußgznem; beſides this, the odd one ran looſe by 


dy, Me fide of the others, and gave us a great deal 
3 trouble, 


3 


this pe 


n E On the zoth we arrived at Tyger-hoek, where 
ty of K * put up. This is a farm which government 
amen olds in its own hands. On account of its 
_ diſtance from the Cape, no advantage 
em, 4 


rfons bit 
bout bean accrue to the company from the vending 


"74 


2 


— 


< 
= 


Wi corn; but their moſt conſiderable income 
timber, which is fetched from a wood on 
bid. 93} Wc other ſide of rivier Zonder-end, where the 
Fompany keeps a party of wood-cutters, which 
. 18 


mbit, 


was ſo far cheated in the bull, that having 
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1775. is under the inſpection of a corporal, who i Mi | 

Auguſt. at the ſame time bailiff of this farm, and hu 
better pay than any corporal in the garriſ, 
He is likewiſe to ſuperintend the grafs-la 
and dairy for the advantage of governmen;, 
and to give an account of the profits. 


The river Zonder-end was now {welled » 
to its banks, and difficult to paſs, for white 
reaſon I omitted paying a vifit to the woe 
that lies here; chiefly as the proper time y 
felling the trees was not yet come, and a 
had beſides reſolved upon going to much la b. 
forelts, viz. Groot Vaders Boſch, and Houiniqu r 
On the banks of the river a craal, or comm! 
nity of Hottentots, to the amount of abo uf 
thirty perſons, is ſaid to reſide, together wil": 
their herds. The chriſtians, in fact, would, (AW! 
is ſuppoſed, have elbowed theſe likewiſe out e 
this ſituation, had not government found a 
2 intereſt in permitting them to be near its tem 
= torics here. 


Ws | The men belonging to this craa!, for ii 
538 ſtance, were at this time ordered to the Cai 

with ſeveral of the company's waggons ; i 
which ſervice, however, they received pl 


: ment: ſo that I could not hope to have any ene 
: them for my own uſe. A Hottentot or e 
. worked at the farm, and their yearly wage 
. beſides their victuals and tobacco, were T 
if to conſiſt of a ewe or two with lamb, or bie 
+ heifer with calf, or elfe the value of then 
% money. They are accuſtomed, however, chic Ihe f 
ox to take cattle for their wages; but when tif Wc | 
bo have got a little before-hand in the wor 
15 they go to houſe-keeping, and are too _ a 
my thelt 
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3 Wn their food, 
ung themſelves to hard labour. 
; Whey have ſmall hands and feet compared 


ber is greater than in Europeans. 
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tieir caſe to undertake any kind of ſervice 1775. 
E whatſoever. - Augu 


This, perhaps, is the beſt opportunity 1 


can take to give a ſomewhat more accurate 


E deſcription of this race of men; namely, the 
original inhabitants of the ſouthernmoſt part 
1 Africa, who are known by the name of Hot- 


With regard to their perſons, they are 


g tall as moſt Europeans; and as for their 


Peing in general more ſlender, this proceeds 
From their being more ſtinted and curtailed 
and likewiſe from their not 
But that 


ith the other parts of their bodies, has been 
Femarked by no one before, and may, per- 
Paps, be looked upon as a characteriſtic mark 


3 F this nation. 


The root of the noſe is moſtly very low, by 
Which means the diſtance of the eyes from each 
In like 
anner, the tip of the noſe is pretty flat. The 


W's is ſcarcely ever of a light colour, but has 
WEcnerally a dark brown caſt, ſometimes ap- 
Wroaching to black. 


| Their kin is of a yellowiſh brown hue, 
rhich ſomething reſembles that of an Europe- 


8" who has the jaundice in a high degree; at 
. lame time, however, this colour is not in 


e leaſt obſervable in the whites of the eyes. 


| F does not find ſuch thick lips among the 
eiltentots as among their neighbours the Ne- 


groes, 
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wy 1776. groes, the Caffres, and the Mozambiques, | 

33 Auguſt. fine, their mouths are of a middling ſize, a 
almoſt always furniſhed with a ſet of the fine 
teeth that can be ſeen; and taken togethe 
with the reſt of their features, as well as thei 
ſhape, carriage, and every motion; in ſhox; 
their tout enſemble indicates health and deligh, 
or at leaſt an air of /ans ſouci, This carel 
mien, however, diſcovers marks at the ſan: 
time both of alacrity and reſolution ; quali 
which the Hottentots, in fact, can ſhow un 
occaſion. 


The head would appear to be covered vi 
a black, though not very cloſe, frizzled kin 
of wool, if the natural harſhneſs of it dd 
not ſhow, that it was hair, it poſſible, mor 
woolly than that of the negroes. If in othe 


reſpects there ſhould, by great chance, be 08 7 
ſerved any traces of a beard, or of hair 5 
any other parts of the body, ſuch as are fen ; 
on the Europeans, they are, however, vn . 
trifling, and generally of the ſame kind as tun. - 
on the head. f 
ou 
Notwithſtanding the reſpect I bear to ti 5 
more delicate part of my readers, the notori 
ty of the fact prevents me me from paſig 
over in this place thoſe parts of the body, whit vt 
our more ſcrupulous, but leſs natural mam an 
. forbid me to deſcribe any other ways than Ih 
. the means of circumlocution, Latin terms, and 
- other uncouth, and to molt readers, unine n 1 
5 gible denominations and expedients. But , 
5 who affect this kind of reſerve muſt part 1] 
1 me, if I cannot wrap up matters with reg 
nicety their modeſty requires; as oy v 
Obe : 
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# miſrepreſented; inaſmuch as the Hottentot 
women have been deſcribed, and believed to 
be, in reſpect to their ſexual parts, monſters by 
nature; and that the men were made ſuch by 
Ja barbarous cuſtom. It has been thought, 
for example, that theſe latter were, at the age 
ol ten years, by a kind of caſtration, deprived 
of one of thoſe organs, which nature gives to 
W cvery male, as being abſolutely neceſlary for 
the propagation of his ſpecies; and that the 
former, or the women, have before their pri- 
uy parts a natural veil or covering, a circum- 
W ſtance unheard of in the females of any other 
part of the globe. 


» {ane 
lalitie 
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d wit 
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= Deferring to a farther opportunity the argu- 
ments which are deducible from the abſurdity 
W of the thing itſelf, and the little dependence to 
be had on the teſtimony of the relater, I ſhall 
only in this place preſent the reader with what 
lam in a condition to relate with abſolute cer- 
tainty, being the reſult of the enquiries, which 
out of a due regard to truth, and in reſpect to 
the importance of the ſubject, I thought myſelf 
$ obliged to make. 
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= The men are at preſent by no means mo- 
norchides, though, perhaps, the time has been 
vhen they were ſo; ſome other time, however, 
E | thall make a ſtricter enquiry into the matter, 
and thus give my readers an opportunity of 


udging for themſelves. 
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"th The women have no parts uncommon to the 
Felt of their ſex ; but the clitoris and nymphe, 
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K obliges me to ſhow how much the world has 1775. 
| been miſled, and the Hottentot nation been Auguſt, 
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on the contrary, I never ſaw them uſe ay 
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particularly of thoſe who are paſt their youth, 
are in general pretty much elongated ; a pecy. 
liarity which undoubtedly has got footing in thi 
nation, in conſequence of the relaxation nec. 
ſarily produced by the method they have of he. 
ſmearing their bodies, their flothfulneſs, any 
the warmth of the climate. 


In order to finiſh the picture J have here give 
of the Hottentots, the next thing I have to de 
ſcribe is their dreſs, and method of paintin 
themſelves. This latter (if painting it may ht 
called) conſiſts in beſmearing their bodies al 
over molt copiouſly with fat, in which therej 
mixed up a little foot. This is never wiped off 


thing to clean their ſkins, excepting that when, 
in greaſing the wheels of their waggons, thei 
hands were beſmeared with tar and pitch, the 
uſed to get it off very eaſily with cow. dung 
at the ſame time rubbing their arms into the 
bargain up to the ſhoulders with this coſme 
tic: ſo that as the duſt and other filth, toge 
ther with their ſooty ointment and the ſwen 
of their bodies, muſt neceſſarily, notwithſtand 
ing it is continually wearing off, in ſome mes 
ſure adhere to the ſkin, it contributes not a lit 
tle to conceal the natural hue of the latter, and 
at the ſame time to change it from a brigit 
umber-brown to a browniſh-yellow colour ob 
ſcured with filth and naſtineſs. 


What has enabled me to determine the m 
tural complexion of the Hottentots to be d 
an umber-yellow colour, was merely the {cru 
pulous nicety of ſome few farmers wives, wid 


made one or two of their Hottentot girls ſcove! 
thell 
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vi, . | \ Ti 
ecu. rheir ſkins, that they might not be too filthy to 1775. 7 
thi look after their children, or to do any other Auguſt. [12 


«ce. buſineſs that required cleanlineſs. 
f he. | 
and It is afſerted by many of the coloniſts, that 


by this ſcowering and waſhing the Hottentots 
Yooks are not at all improved. They ſeem to 
ger think, that their natural yellow-brown hue 
0 d Nas to the full as diſagreeable as that which is 
nting produced by their beſmearing themſelves; and 
ay be bhat 2 beſmeared Hottentot looks leſs naked, as 
es al Wat were, and more complete, than one in his na- 
ere i; oral ſtate; and that the ſkin of a Hottentot 
d of, Wngrealed ſeems to exhibit ſome defect in 
e any lets, like ſhoes that want blacking, &c. Whe- 
when, her this fancy is molt founded in cuſtom or in 


ther be nature of things, I ſhall leave to others to *M 
, ther eterminc. 1 

dung, B | | 1 
to te 5 Beſides the pleaſure the Hottentots enjoy ia \ BY 


coſme eſmearing their bodies from head to foot, 
, tore Pey likewiſe perfume them with a powder of 
ſweat is with which they powder both their 
\ſtand Heads and bodies, rubbing it in all over them 


e mer hen they beſmear themſelves. The odour of 
t a H. s at the ſame time rank and aromatic (nar-— 
er, anl e papaverino ſpirans) and ſeems to come 
brigt areſt to that of the poppy mixed with ſpices. 
ur ohe plants uſed for this purpole are various 


the oe: air. 
be ue ſpecies are very common round about 
ie ſcr- e Cape; but one particular ſort, which 1 
s, vo WP told grows about Goud”s-rivier, is ſaid 


ſcowel 


be ſo valuable, that no more than a 
the Wi 


O 2 thimble 
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TY 1775. thimble full of it is given in exchange fq a 
_— Auguſt. a lamb. 
i —— 


The Hottentots, with their ſkins dreſſed v 
with greaſe and ſoot, and bucku-powder, 2. 
by this means in a great meaſure defend 
from the influence of the air, and may in; 
manner reckon themſelves full dreſſed. 1 
other reſpects, both men and women are wort WE 
to appear quite undrefled ; indeed, I may i 
naked, except atrifling covering, with which 
they always conceal certain parts of thei 
bodies. 


With the men this covering conſiſts of 
bag or flap made of ſkin, hanging quite opel 
the hollow part of which ſeems deſigned 9 
receive that which with us modeſty requirs 
to be concealed; but as this piece of fun 
ture is only faſtened by a ſmall part of its up 
per end to a narrow belt (See Plate VII fg 
6.) in other reſpects hanging quite look, ! 
is but a very imperfect concealment ; and wha 
the wearer is walking or otherwiſe in motio 
it is none at all. They call this purſe by tit 
Dutch name of yackal!, the name of an u 
mal of the fox kind common in that cout 
try, as it is almoſt always prepared of the ki 
of this creature, with the hairy fide turn 
outwards. 


As another covering, which decency * 
quires of the men, we ought perhaps to et 
ſider the two leather ſtraps, which general 
hang from the bottom of the chine of the h 
down upon the thighs; each of them being" - 
the form of an 7/7/ccles triangle, with te 
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a points or upper ends faſtened on the belt juſt 
mentioned, and with their baſes, at fartheſt Auguſt, 


three fingers broad, hanging careleſsly down. 


| i eſe ſtraps have very little dreſſing beſtowed 


upon them, ſo that they make ſomewhat of a 


BE rattling as the Hottentot runs along; and pro- 


bably by fanning him, ſerve to produce an 
E agreeable coolneſs. The only and real inten- 


tion, however, of this part of their dreſs, is ſaid 


to be to cloſe a certain orifice when they ſit 


down. They are at that time, in like manner, 
brought forwards, each on its particular ſide, 
b as to cover and cloſe over the little flap above 
WT deſcribed; for, ſaid they to me, theſe parts 
BE ſhould by no means be uncovered when one 
its, eſpecially at meals. Nevertheleſs, I ob- 
Wſcrved them ſometimes negle& this decent 


* 


bs 
0 
_ 


Among the Hottentots, as well as in all pro- 


Ibability among the reſt of mankind diſperſed 
over the whole globe, we muſt acknowledge 
the fair ſex to be the moſt modeſt; for the fe- 


males of this nation, cover themſelves much 


more ſcrupulouſly than the men. They ſeldom 


| content themſelves with one covering, but al- 
moſt always have two, and very often three. 


heſe are made of a prepared and well-greaſed 


Wikin, and are faſtened about their bodies with 


a thong, almoſt like the aprons of our ladies. 


Ihe outermoſt is always the largeſt, meaſuring 


[ From about ſix inches to a foot over. This is 


kewiſe generally the fineſt and moſt ſhowy, 
nd frequently adorned with glaſs beads ſtrung 
different figures, in a manner that ſhows, 
en among the unpoliſhed Hottentots, the ſu- 


Wpcrior talents and taſte of the fair ſex relative 
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When the weather is not cold, they let i 


to dreſs and ornament, as well as their power 
of invention and diſpoſition to ſet off their pe. 


ſons to the belt advantage. 


The outermoſt apron, which is chiefly in 


tended for ſhow and parade, reaches about hy: 


way down the thighs. The middle one i 
about a third, or one half leſs, and is ſaid by then 
to be neceſſary by way of reſerve, and as ana, 
ditional entrenchment of modeſty, when their 
gala-garment is laid aſide, The third, or i. 
nermoſt, which is ſcarcely larger than one! 
hand, is ſaid to be uſeful at certain period, 


which are much leſs troubleſome to the fir M F 


ſex here than in Europe. All theſe aprons 
however, even to that which is decorated vit 
beads, are not leſs peineared and greaſy tha 
their bodies. 


So that it was probably ſome of theſe aprons 2 


particularly the innermoſt, which miſled tle 
reverend Jeſuit TACKARD, who, on his rt 
turn to Europe, firſt propagated thoſe ſs 
ries concerning the natural veils or excrel 
cences of the Hottentot women. Theſe i 
males, moreover, are careful, as a matter d 


T 


decency, to pull their aprons tight about then, 
ſo as to reach under their ſeat when they | 
down. 


In other reſpe&s, the garment worn 
the Hottentots for covering their bodies 5 
ſheep-ſkin, with the woolly fide turned 1, 


wards ; this pelliſſe, or a cloak made of ov, 


ſmaller fur, is tied forwards over the brei 


hang 
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Owen hang looſe over their ſhoulders in a careleſs 1775. 
of +. manner, when it reaches down to the calves of Auguſt. 
the legs; leaving the lower part of the breaſt, OY 
y; ſtomach, and fore part of the legs and thighs 
* bare; but in rainy and cold weather they wrap 
855 it round them ; ſo that the fore part of the bo- 
ikea dy likewiſe, is in ſome meaſure covered with it 
as {ar as below the knees. 
an ad. 
or: = As one ſheep-ſkin alone is not ſufficient for 
—m_— this purpole, there is a piece ſewed on at the 
erokh top on each fide, (or to ſpeak more properly) 
de u faitened on with a thong, ſinew or catgut. 
prom la warmer weather they wear this cloak ſome- 
une ies with the hairy ſide outwards, but in that 
'y tha i 4 caſe they oftener take it oft entirely and carry 
W it on their arms. In general the Hottentots 
do not burden themſelves with a great many 
aprons 4 changes of theſe cloaks or krofſes, (as they call 
ed E them in broken Dutch) but are content with 
bis none, which ſerves them at the ſame time for 
de fl clothing and bedding and in this they lie on 
excel the bare ground, drawing themſelves up in a 
ee i heap ſo cloſe, eſpecially when the weather is 
dur! I cold, that this Ar (as they call it) or karoſs, 
then quite ſufficient to cover them. 
they fl 


he cloak, or kar, which is uſed by the 
W vonen for the ſame purpole, does not differ 
W om thoſe uſed by the men in any other reſpec, 


orn H 
than that the women have a long peak on their 


lies 181 . 


W arcs, which they turn up, forming with it 


ed Nip * 1 . . . | * 1 
jp * a bood or little pouch, with the hairy fide in- 13x 
brei wards. In this they carry their little children, WE 
wi 6 which their mothers breaſts are now and 1 
| han? hen thrown over the ſhoulders, a prac- | 4 
0 3 tice FJ | 
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1775. tice that likewiſe prevails with ſome other 
Auguſt. nations. 


The men in general wear no peculiar coyer. 
ing on their heads. I ſcarce remember 1 
have ſeen above two, that had a cap made gf 
a greaſed ſkin, the fur of which had ben 
taken off in the preparation. Thoſe who lire 
neareſt to the coloniſts, fancy the Europea 
hats, wearing them flouched all round, or el 
with one ſide turned up. 


PFF A ²˙ CNY 1 Pn: 
PP . — "| > — ah 


The women in like manner frequently go 
bare-headed. When they cover their head, 
it is with a cap in the form of a ſhort truncate 
cone. It is made without any ſeam, of the ſex 
ment of ſome animal's ſtomach, and is as black 
as ſoot mixed up with fat can make it. Thek 
are frequently ſo prepared, as to look as if the 
were ſhaggy, and others again like velvet, and 
upon the whole make a tolerably handſome ap 
pearance. (See Plate IX.) 


Over this cap they ſometimes wear anothe! 
ornament, conſiſting of an oval wreath, or, | 
the reader pleaſes, a crown made of a buff 


loe's hide, with the brown hair outwards. (Ste tl 
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Plate VII. fig. 5.) This is about the breadil 4 0! 
of four fingers in height, and ſurrounds tit WF *! 


head ſo as to go a little way down upon tit 
forchead, and the ſame depth into the nech 
behind, without covering the upper part 0 
the cap above deſcribed. Both edges of ti) 
wreath, as well the lower one on which | 
reſts, as the upper one, are always ſmooth ans 
even, and each of them ſet with a row of ſmal 


ſhells, of the cyprea kind, to the number 
more 
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© more than thirty, in a manner, that being 


placed quite cloſe to each other, their beautt- 


ful white enamel, together with their mouths, 


is turned iitwards. Between theſe two rows 


| 2 of ſhells run one or two more in a parallel 
ine, or elſe are waved or indented in various 
taſtes. It may eaſily be imagined, what a pret- 
| ty effect theſe ſhells have, ſticking out of the 
brown fur of the buffaloe's ſkin, and at the 
fame time, with what additional charms a greaſy 


# Hottentot dame appears in a' cap and wreath 


* 


The ears of the Hottentots are never adorn- 


| ed with any pendant or other ornament hang- 


ing from them, any more than the noſe, as 


3 Ley both are among other ſavages; this lat- 
ter, however, is ſometimes by way of greater 
3 tate, marked with a black ſtreak of ſoot, or, 
W more rarely indeed, with a large ſpot of 
W r<d-lead; of which latter, on high days and 
W toldays, they likewiſe put a little on their 
We cliceks. 


1 


The necks of the men are bare, but thoſe 


of the women are decorated with what is, in 
= opinion, a great ornament. It conſiſts 


a thong of undreſſed leather, upon which 


W arc lirung eight or ten ſhells. Theſe, which 


are about the ſize of beans, have a white 
ground, with large black ſpots of different 


I ſizes ; but as they are always made uſe of in a 
burniched Nate, I cannot ſay with any degree 


of certainty, whether they are of that ſort 
which is received in the Syſtem of Nature un— 
der the denomination of nerita albicilla, or 
"N99, Appearing collectively in the form of 

: a neck- 
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1775- a necklace, they certainly adorn the greah 
August. part they are hung upon, though perhaps wy if 
in proportion to the price at which they w 
obtained; for theſe ſhells are commonly (1; 

for not leſs than a ſheep a piece, as it is {ij 

they are to be had no where elſe than on t 

molt diſtant coaſt of Caffria. (See Plate YI, 


fig. 2.) | 


The lower part of the body is the princiyy 
place on which both ſexes, by more ſhowy g. 
naments, ſeemingly with to fix each others: 
tention, For though they very much fany, 
and conſequently purchaſe the glaſs beads d 
Europe, eſpecially the blue and white ones d 
the ſize of a pea, yet the women rarely, an 
the men never, wear them about their neck; 
though both ſexes tie one or more rows « 
theſe beads round their middle, next the git 
dle to which the coverings or aprons abot 
mentioned are faſtened. 
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To conclude, another ornament in uſe wit 
both ſexes, is rings on their arms and legs 
Moſt of theſe rings are made of thick leather 
ſtraps, generally cut in a circular ſhape, which 
by being beat and held over the fire, are rei 
= dered tough enough to retain the curvatur. 
_— that is given them. It is theſe rings that hatt 
— given riſe to the almoſt univerſally received no- 
Ts 4 tion, that the Hottentots wrap guts about their 

1 | legs, in order to eat them occaſionally. it 
5 men wear from one to five or ſix of theſe ring 
4 on their arms, juſt above the wriſt, but ſeldon 
any on their legs. The matrons of a hight! 
rank frequently have a conſiderable numb WF, 
of them both on their arms and legs, Fey 
alt} 
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ally on the latter, ſo that they are covered 1775. 


with them from the feet up to their knees. 
(Sec Plate IX.) Theſe rings are of various 


ly fol ; thickneſſes, viz. ſometimes of that of a gooſe- 


quill, and ſometimes two or three times that 
fize. Now and then they are made of pieces 
of leather, forming one entire ring, ſo that 


the arms and feet muſt be put through them 
when the wearer wiſhes to put them on. 
on the legs they are ſtrung on, ſmall and great, 
one with another, without any peculiar nicety 
and are ſo much larger than the legs, as to 
WE ſhake off and get twiſted, when the wearer 


Up- 


walks or is in motion. 


It may eaſily be imagined, that theſe rings 


gie the good Hottentot matrons a world of 
trouble, as well in the wear as in the prepara- 
tion; and at the ſame time are not a little 
= clumſy and ponderous, not to mention ſeveral 


| other inconveniencies. But ſuch is the pecu- 


lar turn of mankind, that from the Hottentot, 
as unconſtrained as rude in his manners, to 
W thoſe nations which carry the arts and ſciences 
boo the higheſt degree of perfection, they are 
W univerſally apt to fall into ſuch modes of dreſs, 


as are not only uſeleſs, but likewiſe in a great 
meaſure Imprilon their bodies and limbs. 


t . * | - 
Rings of iron or copper, but eſpecially of 
braſs, of the ſize of a goole-quill, are conſi— 


We cred as gentecler and more valuable than 
oe made of leather. 
# ſomctimes worn along with thele latter, to the 
umber of fix of eight at a time, particularly 
on the arms. 
Jule any ringe, till they are marriageable. A 
5 traveller, 


N 


They are, however, 


The giris are not allowed to 
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and broader than the foot of the perſon is 
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traveller, that was paſſing through the diſtri 
of Zwellendam, endeavoured to aſſail the cha. 
tity of a Hottentot girl, about fixteen or f. 


venteen years of age, but in every other te. 


ſpect quite a woman: it is ſaid, however, thx 
ſhe refuſed his preſents and offers, principal} 
for this reaſon, that the old people in her ca 
had not yet inveſted her with the privilege 9 
wearing rings. Whether this ſame law pre 
vails in every craal, I cannot pretend to jay; 
but it does not ſeem extremely probable to ne, 
that the girls in every craal are fo obedient t 
the laws. 


The Hottentots ſeldom wear any ſhoes, Thok 
that are in uſe with the Hottentots hereabout, 
as well as a great many more of. their countij. 
men, are of the form repreſented in Plate 
VII. fig. 4. The ſame are worn likewiſe by 
moſt of the African peaſants, and, as I hat 
fince heard, by the Eſthonians and Livonian, 
and allo. by ſome Finlanders ; ſo that I canna Wa 
ſay for certain, whether they are the inventio WR 
of the Hottentots, or brought to them by tl: WF | 
Dutch. The leather of which theſe ſhoes ai: WR ² 
made is undrefled, with the hairy fide o. 
wards ; and undergoes no other preparation, WW t 
than that of being beat and moiſtened. I 1 { 
be of a thick or ſtout fort, as for example, 0 « 
buffaloe's hide, it is beſides kept ſome ho: 
in cow-dung, by which means it is render Bi i 
very ſoft and pliable. Afterwards ſome Kind 
of greaſe is made ule of for the fame purpor: 
The ſhoes are then made of this leather in tic 
following manner: they take a piece of | 
ther of a reQangular form, ſomething longe 
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diſtia WE whom the ſhoes are intended. The two fore- 
e cha. moſt corners are doubled up together, and 
or e. {ewed down, fo as to cover the forepart of the 
ber te. WT foot. This ſeam may be avoided, and the 
r, ti ſhoes may be made much neater at the toes, 
cipaly WT by fitting immediately over them a cap taken 
r cral from the membrane in the knee joint of the 
cze of WT hind leg of ſome animal. Now in order to 
pie. make this piece of {kin or leather riſe up to the 
o lay; WT height of an inch on both ſides of the foot, 
to me, and cloſe it in neatly, it is pierced with holes 
vent to i at ſmall diſtances all round the edge, as far as 
the hind quarters, and through theſe holes is 
EZ paſſed a thong, by which the rim is drawn up 
, Thok into gathers ; farther, in order to make ſtrong 
about, WE hind-quarters, the back part of the piece of 
ountry- leather is doubled inwards, and then raiſed up 
n Phat | : and prefled along the heel. The ends of the 
-wilc h thong, or gathering-ſtring, are then threaded 
$ I bait on both ſides through the upper edge of the 
voni, hind-quarters to the height of about two 
| canno! Wl inches; they are then carried forwards, in 
went order to be drawn through two of the above- 
1 by tie mcntioned holes on the inſide of each rim. 
noes ar They are then tied over the inſtep, or, if it be 
de our WE thought neceſſary to tie the ſhoe ſtill faſter, 
aration, they are carried croſſways over the inſtep, and 
41 ſo downwards under the thong, which comes 
mple, 0 WF out from the hind-quarters, then upwards 
1e nou" BE again over the ankle, and even round the leg 
youu W iticlf, if the wearer chuſes. ; 
ne Kind 
purpoit Shoes of this kind are certainly not without 
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their advantages. They ſit as neat upon the 
loot as a ſtocking, and at the ſame time pre- 
lerve their form. They are eafily kept ſoft 
and pliable, by conſtantly wearing them. 
Should 
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1775. Should they at any time grow rather har} 


Auguſt. above the edge, this is eaſily remedied ) 


beating them and greaſing them a little. They 
are extremely light and cool, by reaſon thy 
they do not cover ſo much of the foot as ; 
common ſhoe does. They wear very well, z 
they are without any ſeam, and the ſoles, 
rather bottoms of the ſhoes, are both tou 
and yielding. As ſhoes of the common tan. 
ned leather are burnt up, as it were, and are 
apt to flip and ſlide about in the ſcorching A. 
frican ſands, and at the ſame time are eaſi 
torn in a ſtony and rocky ſoil, theſe field ſhoes, 
as they are called, made of almoſt raw leather, 
are much more durable. Theſe may be like. 
wiſe had at a much inferior price, as the lex 
ther uſed in the making of them is almoſt en. 
tirely undreſſed; and a man can make himſelf 
a pair of them in the ſpace of an hour or two, 
Some advantage, eſpecially with regard to 
ceconomy, would, in my opinion, accrue, i 
the uſe of theſe ſhoes was, in ſome meaſure, 
introduced amongſt us, particularly in ſummer 
time. To failors they would ſeem, as being 
very light, to be particularly uſeful. I hare 
brought home with me a pair of them, that | 
wore in my expedition into the country, that 
they may ſerve for a model, in caſe any body 
ſhould be inclined to have a pair made by wa) 
of making a trial of them. Whatever is ule 
ful, whether it come from Paris or the coun 
try of the Hottentots, alike deſerves our atten: 
tention and imitation: 


The Hottentots who live in theſe parts, 0! 
within the boundaries of the Dutch colonies, 


ſeldom make uſe of any weapons. Here and 
| there, 
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5 Their habitations are as ſimple as their dreſs, 
band equally adapted to the wandering paſtoral 


life they lead in thoſe parts. In fact, they 
ſcarcely merit any other name than that of 
huts; though, perhaps, as ſpacious and eligi- 


ble as the tents and dwelling- places of the pa- 


triarchs, at leaſt they are ſufficient for the Hot- 


tentot's wants and deſires; who may therefore 
be conſidered as a happy man, in being able 


zn this point likewiſe ſo eaſily to ſatisfy them. 
The great ſimplicity of them is, perhaps, the 
Feaſon, why in a Hottentot's craal, or village, 


he huts are all built exactly alike; and that 


pne meets there with a ſpecies of architecture, 


hat does not a little contribute to keep envy 
* inſinuating itſelf under their roofs. The 
equality of fortune and happineſs in ſome mea- 
ure enjoyed by theſe people, cannot but have 
Be ſingular effect in preventing their breaſts from 
Ppeing diſturbed by this baneful paſſion. 


, Lvery hut is diſpoſed in the following man- 
er. Some of them are of a circular, and 
pthers of an oblong ſhape, reſembling a round 
Pee-hive or a vault. The ground-plot is from 
EE'ghtcen to twenty-four feet in diameter. The 
Wighelt of them are ſo low, that even in the 
enter of the arch, it is ſcarcely ever poſſible 
| for a middle-ſized man to ſtand upright. But 
either the lowneſs thereof, nor that of the 


door, 


207 


© there, indeed, a man will furniſh himſelf with 1775. 
| a javelin, by way of defence againſt the wolves : Auguſt. 
BS this is called a haſſagai, and is delineated in 
Plate VIII. fig. 1 and 2, and will be deſcribed 
farther on, when we come to ſpeak of the 
more diſtant nations of the Hottentots. 
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door, which is but juſt three feet high, can 
perhaps be conſidered as any inconvenience tg 
a Hottentot, who finds no difficulty in ſtocp. 
ing and crawling on all fours, and who is x 


{tand. 


The fire- place is in the middle of each hut, 
by which means the walls are not ſo much ex. 
poſed to danger from fire. From this ſituation 
of their fire-place, the Hottentots likewiſe har: 
this additional advantage, that when they fit ot 
lie in a circle round the fire, the whole com 
pany equally enjoys the benefit of its warmth, 


The door, low as it is, is the only plac: 
that lets in the day-light ; and at the fame time 
the only outlet that is left for the ſmoke. Th: 
Hottentot, mured to it from his infancy, fer 
it hover round him, without feeling the leal c 
inconvenience ariſing from it to his eyes; whit , 
lying at the bottom of his hut in the midſt « \ 
the cloud rolled up like a hedgehog, and wrap x? 
ped up ſnug in his ſheep-ſkin, he is now an = 
then obliged to peep out from beneath it vWF _ 
order to {tir the fire, or perhaps light his pipe dy 
or elſe ſometimes to turn the ſteak he is brol 5 , 
ing over the coals. in 

The materials for theſe huts are by no mea! 
difficult to be procured; and the manner d 1 
putting them together being both neat and u a1 
artificial, merits commendation in a Hotte his 
tot, and is very ſuitable to his character. 1% +. 
frame of this arched roof, as I have deſcribed pez 
it above, is compoſed of flender rods or ſpta 
of trees. Theſe rods, being previouſly bel \ 
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into a proper form, are laid, either whole or 1775. 
pieced, {ome parallel with each other, others Auguſt. 
croſſwiſe; they are then ſtrengthened, by bind- 
ing others round them in a circular form with 
withies. Theſe withies, as well as the rods 
themſelves, are taken, as well as I can recol- 
I:&, chiefly from the cliffortia conoides, which 
grows plentifully in this country near the ri- 
vers. Large mats are then placed very neatly 
over this lattice- work, ſo as perfectly to cover 
the whole. The aperture which is left for the 
door is cloſed, whenever there is occaſion for 
it, with a {kin fitted to it, or a piece of mat- 
ting. Theſe mats are made of a kind of cane 
or reed. Theſe reeds, being laid parallel to 
each other, are faſtened together with ſinews 
or catgut, or elſe ſome kind of packthread, 
ſuch as they have had an opportunity of get- 
ting from the Europeans. They have it, there- 
fore, in their power, to make their mats as 
long as they chuſe, and at the ſame time as 
broad as the length of the ruſh will admit of, 
viz. from ſix to ten feet. This ſame kind of 
matting is now made uſe of likewiſe by the 
coloniſts, next to the tilts of their waggons, 
by way of preventing the ſail-cloth from being 
rubbed and worn by them, as well as of help- 
ing to keep out the rain. 


| When a Hottentot has a mind to take his 
& houſe down and remove his dwelling, he lays 
all his mats, ſkins, and ſprays on the backs of 

his cattle, which to a ſtranger makes a mon- 
| lirous, unwieldy, and, indeed, ridiculous ap- 
pearance. | 
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1775. The order or diſtribution of theſe huts in: 
Auguſt. craal or clan, is moſt frequently in the forn 
| of a circle with the doors inwards ; by this 
means a Kind of yard or court is formed, 
where the cattle 1s kept on nights. The milk 
as ſoon as taken from the cow, is put to other 
milk which is curdled, and is kept in a lea. 
ther ſack; of this the hairy ſide, being conſ. 
dered as the cleanlier, is turned inwards : { 
that the milk is never drank while it is ſweet, 
In certain northern diſtricts, ſuch as Rogge 
veld, or Bokveld, where the land is, as it i 
called, carrow, or dry and parched, the Ho. 
tentots, as well as the coloniſts, are ſhepherds, 


There 1s another ſpecies of Hottentots, who 
have got the name of Boſbies-men, from duel 
ling in woody or mountainous places. Theke, 
particularly ſuch as live round about Camdeb 
and 9neeberg, are ſworn enemies to the palty- 
ral life. Some of their maxims are, to live 
on hunting and plunder, and never to keep 
any animal alive for the ſpace of one night. 
By this means they render themſelves odiou 
to the reſt of mankind, and are purſued and 
exterminated like the wild beaſts, whoſe man- 
ners they have aſſumed. Others of them agal 
are kept alive, and made ſlaves of. Ther 
weapons are poiſoned arrows, which, ſhot ou! 
of a ſmall bow, will fly to the diſtance of two 
hundred paces; and will hit a mark with + 
tolerable degree of certainty, at the diſtance 
of fifty, or even a hundred paces. From thi 
diſtance they can by ſtealth, as it were, colt 
vey death to the game they hunt for food, % 
well as to their foes, and even to ſo large all 


tremendous a beaſt as the lion: this noble a0) 
mal 
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mal thus falling by a weapon which, perhaps, 1775. 


it deſpiſed, or even did not take notice of. The 
Hottentot, in the mean time, concealed and 


ſafe in his ambuſh, is abſolutely certain of the 
operation of his poiſon, which he always culls 
of the moſt virulent kind; and it is ſaid, he 
has only to wait a few minutes, in order to ice 
the wild beaſt Janguiſh and die, 


I mentioned that their bows were ſmall ; 
they are, in fact, hardly a yard long, being at 
the ſame time ſcarcely of the thickneſs of an 
inch in the middle, and very much pointed a 
both ends. What kind of wood they are made 
of I cannot ſay, but it does not ſeem to be of 
a remarkably elaſtic nature. The ſtrings of 
the bows that I ſaw were made ſome of them 
of ſinews, others of a kind of hemp, or the 
inner bark of ſome vegetable, and moſt of 
them are made in a very flovenly manner; 
which ſhows, that theſe archers depend more 
on the poiſon of their weapons, than on any 
exactneſs in the formation of them, or an 
other perfection in them One of theſe bows 
is delineated in Plate VIII. fig. 3. | 


Their arrows are a foot and a half long, 
and of the fame thickneſs, as they appear in 
the drawings in Plate VIII. fig. 6, 7. They 
are made of a reed one foot in length, which, 
at the baſe, or the end that receives the bow- 
ſtring, has a notch of a proper ſize to fit it. 
Juſt above this notch there is a joint in the 
reed, about which {ſtrings made of finews are 
wound, in order to ſtrengthen it. The other 
end of the reed is armed with a highly poliſh- 
ed bone, five or fix inches long. At the diſ- 
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1775- tance of an inch or two from the tip of this 
Auguſt. bone, a piece of a quill is bound on very faſt 
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with ſinews, in the ſame manner as may be 
ſeen in fig. 4. and 7. This is done, in order 
that the arrow ſhall not be eaſily drawn out of 
the fleſh ; and thus there may be fo much the 
longer time for the poiſon, which 1s ſpread on 
of a thick conſiſtence like that of an extract, 
to be diſſolved, and infect the wound. 


It is not common, however, for an arrow 
to be headed in the manner above-mentioned, 
with a pointed bone only; this latter being 
uſually cut ſquare at the top, and a thin trian. 
- gular bit of iron fixed into it, as may be ſeen 
in Plate VIII. fig. 4. where the upper part of 
the arrow 1s repreſented without any poiſon on 
it; for with this the binding is covered and be- 
ſmeared, the ſame being afterwards rubbed 
down level and ſmooth all round the ſhaft, 
that the arrow may pierce ſo much the deeper 
into the fleſh. As the bone before ſpoken of 
has no cavity whatever, I do not profeſs to 
know what animal it is taken from. In the 
ſtate in which it is ſeen, as it makes part of 
the arrow, it is of a dark brown colour, full 
of ſmall grooves and ribs, and does not ap- 
pear ever to have been as white as 1vory; 
though, for one of the arrows which I brought 
with me, it would ſeem as if ivory had been 
really made uſe of. Hence we may conclude, 
that on ſuch arrows as are headed with 1ron, 
the bone is employed chiefly for giving this 
weapon a kind of weight and poiſe ; and like. 
wiſe, that theſe arrows coſt the Hottentots 4 
great deal of labour. 
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Their quivers (vide Plate VIII. fig. 5.) are 1775: 
two feet long and four inches in diameter. If Auguſt. 
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alt one may draw any concluſion from thoſe I have 
be ſcen, and from two that I have brought home 
der with me, they are made of a branch of a tree 
of hollowed out ; or, ſtill more probably, of the 
the bark of one of theſe branches taken off whole 
on and entire, the bottom and cover to which are 
act, compoſed of leather. On the outſide it is 

bedaubed with an unctuous matter, that grows 

hard when dry. Both the quivers I brought 
he with me, are lined about the aperture with a 
ned, ſerpent's ſkin; and, as I was told, with the 
eng kin of the yellow ſerpent, which is conſidered 
a. as the moſt venomous of any in that country. 
ſcen Beſides a dozen of arrows, every quiver con- 
t of WW tains a flender hone of ſand-ſtone for whetting 
PR the iron head, and a bruſh for putting on the | 
de. poiſon, together with a few wooden ſticks, it 
bed Wi differing in thickneſs, but all of the ſame il 
bat, WF length with the arrows. For what uſe theſe by 
per are deſigned, I am entirely ignorant. The + i 
n of poiſon 1s taken from ſeyeral different kinds of ill 
s to lerpents, the more venomous the better ; whe- Ap 
| the ther their arrows are to be employed againſt 10 
rt of their foes, or are only deſigned for ſhootin Ml 
, full E game; for, as I have obſerved before, the 14 
t ap. Hottentots know very well, that taken inter- Fl 
or); nally it is quite harmleſs, Mi 
Dught / 4566 
been The dwellings of theſe foes to a paſtoral life © + Wy. 
Jude, are generally not more agreeable, than their Wl! 
ww maxims and manners. Like the wild beaſts, 5% 
5 this buſhes and clifts in rocks by turns ſerve them - bil | 
| wi inſtead of houſes ; and ſome of them are ſaid N 
Ots 


has been found cloſe by their habitations. A 


| 

to be ſo far worſe than beaſts, that their ſoil - 44 
M 
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1775. great many of them are entirely naked, but 
Auguſt. ſych as have been able to procure the ſkin of 
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any ſort of animal, great or ſmall, cover their 
bodies with it from the ſhoulders downwards 
as far as it will reach, wearing it till it falls off 
their backs in rags. As ignorant of agricul. 
ture as apes and monkies, like them they are 
obliged to wander about over hills and dales 
after certain wild roots, berries, and plants 
(which they cat raw) in order to ſuſtain a life 
that this miſerable food would ſoon extinguiſh 
and deſtroy, were they uſed to better fare. 


Their table, however, is ſometimes com. 
poſed of ſeveral other diſhes, among which 
may be reckoned the larvæ of inſects, or thoſe 
kind of caterpillars from which butterflies are 
generated; and in like manner a ſort of white 
ants, (the termes) graſhoppers, ſnakes, and 
ſome ſorts of ſpiders. With all theſe changes 
of diet, the Boſhies-man is nevertheleſs fre- 
quently in want, and famithed to ſuch a de- 
gree, as to waſte almoſt to a ſhadow. It was 
with no ſmall aſtoniſhment, that I for the firſt 
time ſaw in Lange Kloof a lad belonging to this 
race of men, with his face, arms, legs and 
body ſo monſtrouſly ſmall and withered, that! 
could not have been induced to ſuppole but 
that he had been brought to that ſiate by the 
fever that was epidemic in thoſe parts, had! 
not ſeen him at the ſame time run like a lap- 
wing. It required but a few weeks to bring 
one of thele ſtarvelings to a thriving ſtate, and 
even to make him fat; their ſtomachs being 
ſtrong enough to digeſt the great quantity of 
tood with which they are crammed, as they may 
rather be ſaid to bolt than eat; it ſometimes 
happens, 
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happens, indeed, that they cannot long retain 1775. 


what they have taken in; but this circum» Auguſt. 


ſtance, it is ſaid, does not hinder them from 
beginning again upon a new ſcore. 


The capture of ſlaves from among this race 
of men is by no means difficult, and is effect- 
ed in the following manner. Several farq- 
ers, that are in want of ſervants, join toge- 
ther, and take a journey to that part of the 
country where the Boſhies-men live. They them- 
ſelves, as well as their Lego-Hottentots, or elſe 
ſuch Boſhies-men as have been caught ſome 
time before, and have been trained up to fide- 
lity in their ſervice, endeavour to ſpy out where 
the wild Boſhies-men have their haunts. This 
is beſt diſcovered by the ſmoke of their fires. 
They are found in ſocieties from ten to fifty 
and a hundred, reckoning great and ſmall to- 
gether. Notwithſtanding this, the farmers 
will venture on a dark night to ſet upon them 
with fix or eight people, which they contrive 
to do, by previoully ſtationing themſelves at 
ſome diſtance round about the craal. They 
then give the alarm by firing a gun or two. 
By this means there is ſuch a conſternation 
ſpread over the whole body of theſe ſavages, 
that it is only the moſt bold and intelligent 
among them, that have the courage to break 
through the circle and ſteal off. Theſe the 
captors are glad enough to get rid of at ſo eaſy 
a rate, being better pleaſed with thoſe that are 
ſtupid, timorous, and ſtruck with amazement, 
and who conſequently allow themſelves to be 
taken and carried into bondage. They are, 
however, at firlt, treated by gentle methods ; 
that is, the victors intermix the faireſt promiſes 

with 
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1775. with their threats, and endeavour, if poſſible 
Auguſt. to ſhoot ſome of the larger kinds of game fo 
their priſoners, ſuch as buffaloes, ſea-cowy, 
and the like. Such agreeable baits, together 
with a little tobacco, ſoon induce them, con- 
tinually cockered and feaſted as they are, to gy 
with a tolerable degree of chearfulneſs to the 
coloniſt's place of abode. There this luxuri. 
ous junketting upon meat and fat is exchang. 

ed for more moderate portions, conſiſting for 
the molt part of butter-milk, frumenty, and 
haſty-pudding. This diet, nevertheleſs, makes 
the Boſhies-man, as I ſaid before, fat in a fey 
weeks. However, he ſoon finds his good liy. 
ing embittered by the maundering and prum- 
bling of his maſter and miſtreſs. The words 
Pguzeri and Pgaunath, which, perhaps, are 
beſt tranſlated by thoſe of young forcerer and 
imp, are expreſſions which he muſt frequent] 
put up with, and ſometimes a few curſes and 
blows into the bargain ; and this for negled, 
remiſſneſs or 1dleneſs : which laſt failure, if it 
cannot be ſaid to be born with him, 1s however 

in a manner naturaliſed in him. So that, both 

by nature and cuſtom, deteſting all manner dt 
labour, and now, from his greater corpuler- 
cy, becoming ſtill more ſlothful, and having 
beſides been uled to a wandering lite, ſubject 

to no control, he moſt ſenſibly feels the wail 

of his liberty. No wonder then, that he ge- 
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nerally endeavours to regain it by making lus 

eſcape: but what is really a ſubje& for wor: 
der is, that, when one of theſe poor devil 
runs away from his ſervice, or more propel!) 
bondage, he never takes with him any thing 
that does not belong to him. 
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This is an inſtance of moderation in the 1775. 
ſavages towards their tyrants, which is uni— Augult. 
verſally atteſted, and at the ſame time praiſed 
and admired by the coloniſts themſelves; which, 
however, I cannot eaſily reconcile with what I 
have learned of the human heart. Is it in con- 
ſequence of their fearing to meet with harder 
uſage in caſe they ſhould be retaken? Thus 
far, however, is certain, that none of this ſpe- 
cies of Hottentots are much given to violence 
or revenge. Free from many wants and de- 
ſires, that torment the reſt of mankind, they 
are little, if at all, addicted to thieving, if we 
except brandy, victuals, and tobacco. It is 
not improbable likewiſe, that the advantages 
accruing from a theft may be overlooked by 
them, when their thoughts are taken up with 
regaining their liberty, the greateſt of all trea- 
ſures. It is neceſſary to obſerve here, that 
ſome of the Hottentots or Boſbies- men, who are 
thus forced into the ſervice of the coloniſts, live 
in {mall ſocieties peaceably and quietly, in de- 
lert tracts, where the coloniſts cannot eaſily 
come at them, and are ſometimes in the poſ— 
ſeſſion of a few cows. Theſe people probably 
originated from By/hies-men who have ran away 
rom the coloniſts ſervice. | 


| muſt confeſs, that the Hottentots, who are 
in ſome huſbandmen's ſervice, are treated in 
the gentleſt manner, and, perhaps, even with- 
out cver having a harih word given them, live 
very well with regard to proviſions, are well 
clad relatively to their condition in lite, and are 
very coinfortably lodged, in compariſon of 
what others are, in their own ſtraw cottages. 
the chief of their buſineſs, perhaps, conſiſts 
in 
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1775. in tending a herd of cattle or flock of ſhey 
Auguſt. during the heat of the day, when they hay 
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an opportunity of getting into a gentle ſtate 
intoxication by ſmoking tobacco ; a ſtate which 
excites in them ſenſations of as agreeable ; 
nature, as the frenzy produced by ſpirituoy 
liquors and opium ſeems to afford to man 
others, who are never at eaſe but when they 
can procure themſclves this delicious pleaſure, 
And yet, though they may thus agreeably pj 
away the otherwiſe tedious hours of their live 
in {ſmoking and ſleep, they nevertheleſs gene. 
rally run away. The coloniſts wonder at this 
as a procedure entirely devoid of reaſon; with. 
out perceiving that in ſo doing, they ſuppoſe 
the Hottentots not endued with a defire, which 
has its immediate foundation in nature, and 
which is common to the human race, and even 
to moſt brute animals, viz. an earneſt longing 
after their birth-place, and families, and eſpe. 
cially after their liberty. 


The ſlave buſineſs, that violent outrage to 
the natural rights of mankind, always in it{cl 
a crime, and which leads to all manner of mil 
demeanours and wickedneſs, is exerciſed b 
the coloniſts with a cruelty towards the nation 
of Boſbies men, which merits the abhorrenc: 
of every one; though I have been told, that 
they pique themſelves upon it: and not only 
is the capture of the Hottentots conſidered h 
them merely as a party of pleaſure, but in coll 
blood they deſtroy the bands which nature ba 
knit between huſbands and their wives and chi. 
dren. Not content, for inſtance, with having 
torn an unhappy woman from the embraces d 


her huſband's, her only protection and comfort, 
the) 
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ſheey q they endeavour all they can, and that chiefly at 1775: 
bar night, to deprive her likewiſe of her infants ; Auguft. 


ate of WT for it has been obſerved, that the mothers can 
ſeldom perſuade themſelves to flee from their 
tender offspring. 


tuous 3» 
mam WE The amiable tenderneſs of the mother, 
they which, perhaps, glows with a more lively 


in thoſe of her Chriſtian tyrants, is the very 


t live WW circumſtance laid hold on by their perſecutors, 
gene. in order to rivet the chains of this wretched fe- 
t this, male ſo much the faſter. There are ſome mo- 
with. chers, however, that ſet themſelves free, when 
uppol they have loſt all hopes of ſaving their children. 


After having made their eſcape, they ſometimes 


e, and keep ſecretly about the neighbourhood, in 


d even hopes of finding ſome opportunity of recover- 
nging ing their infants again: for oh! what grief to 


d eſpe. Na mother, bred and born to taſte the ſweets of 
liberty, and now lately oppreſſed by the hea- 
y chains of bondage, to reflect, that her oft- 
age to Wſipring's lite is only preſerved, in order that it 
in itſcl may be rendered miſerable by an intolerable 
of mi. larery. But, unhappy mothers ! whilit in- 
ſed by volved in theſe painful reflections, they wan- 


nation der up and down, leſs in fear of the wild beaſts 
orrence tban of the coloniſts, they, perhaps, in the end, 
d, that Wall a prey to ſome of theſe fierce animals, or 
ot only rot unirequently periſh with hunger: for as 
2red by oon as they have eloped, men are ſet to lie in 
in coll Membuſh for them at ſuch places by the rivers 
ure hs des, as it is ſuppoſed they muſt take in their 
nd ch 8W2y, and by this means they are often retaken. 
having And, though they ſhould reach their own homes 
races d n latety, they may even then very poſſibly hap- 
:omfort, i pen 

the) 


flame in the breaſt of this poor heathen, than 
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1775. pen to be whipped up by ſome peaſant and cn. 
Augult. ried into ſlavery. | 
ener pm mmmnd 


Without doubt, the Boſhies-men have been 
a long while in a ſavage ſtate, and many 
them are now brought into a ſtill more miſer, 
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ble ſituation, ſince the Chriſtians have invade; WW 
their country, and purſue them with chains ani WK! 
fetters into their deſerts. In ſo ſavage a ſtats, 
they probably neither have, nor ever had, 2 
ny manners or cuſtoms different from thoſe {ey | 
I have already mentioned, or may deſcribe n 
the courſe of this work. 4 
= / 

With reſpe& to religion and language, t 
Boſhies-men agree in a great meaſure u] 
the more civilized part of their nation, « | 
the Hottentots properly ſo called. Theſe ar | 
not ſenſible of the exiſtence of any being, wio 
is the origin and ruler of all things; tor, on Wi; 
being queſtioned, they ſay they know nothing i , 
of the matter. 1 
Some Hottentots, who ſpoke the Dutt E 
language readily, and with whom, both it 3 


company and ſeparately, I converſed on tiii 
ſubject, always anſwered me to this effect; I}, 
are por flupid creatures, and have never heard 
neither are we able to under/tand, any thing 1 
the matter. And, in fact, they ſoon let mt 
perceive, that they are weary with puzzlily 
their brains with topics of this kind. Sever 
Dutch families, that had ſpoken the Hotter 
tot language from their infancy, as well 4 
their own, have given me to underſtand, thi 
they had found the ſame degree of 1gnoranC 


in the Boſhies-men ; yet that, as both Boſkics 
men 
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| 1 men and Hottentots have the firmeſt belief in 1775. 

E the powers of magic, they ſeem conſequently Auguſt. 
e ben by this to acknowledge ſome evil being of 
great might and power: but that they by no 


1any of 

mile means on this account worſhip him, or indeed 
madd a0 other, although they ſeem to attribute to 
ins n bim all the evil that happens; among which 
a ſtat, they reckon, without exception, all rain, cold 
d, m. and thunder. Many of the coloniſts have 
ofe fey WK likewiſe aſſured me, that their Boſhies-men of 


either ſex, uſed in ſtormy weather to abuſe 
che thunder with the words, Fguzeri and 7gau- 
asi, and other reproachful expreſſions ; and 
Eat the ſame time, in a furious manner, with 


Tribe in 


be, Wthcir ſhoes or any thing elſe that was at hand, 
on, 0 threaten and bid defiance to the flaſhes of 
fe in ligbtning and peals of thunder that flaſhed and 
1g, who rolled over their heads. It would be in vain 
tor, Me try to wake them ſenſible, that the vegeta- 


ble creation, whence they, as well as the brute 
animals, were nouriſhed, would without rain 
Either and be entirely dried up: even the 
Hottentot I afterwards took into my ſervice at 
ellendam, perſiſted, in ſpite of all my ob— 
Nections, obſtinately in the opinion, that not— 
Wvithitanding this conſideration, rain was al- 
Ways an evil, and that it would be a happy cir- 
cumſtance were it never to rain. A maxim of 
Wis kind from a race of men, in other reſpects 


nothing 


Dutch 
both in 
on thi 
ect; N 
r heart, 
thing 0 


mc 
1 cally endued with ſome degree of ſenſe, and 
Seven Frequently with no ſmall ſhare of penetration 
Hous nd cunning, ought, methinks, to be conſi- 
well 8 Pered as an indelible religious or ſuperſtitious 
nd, thi Fouon entertained by them from their infancy, 
D Father than as an idea taken up on due delibe- 
B ſhies gation and conſequent conviction. At the 


men me time, though they did not appear to be 
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had been conjured into him; but which the) 
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of a very chilly nature, they never ſhewed th, | 
leaſt ſigns of being diſpleaſed with the hott 
days of ſummer. 


The more fimple of every race of Hotte, 
tots, or the common run of them, from which 
number very few deſerve to be excepted, har 
ſo firm a confidence in ſuch cheats of eithe 
ſex, as ſet up for magicians and conjuren, 
that they even ſometimes ſolicit theſe peopl 
to put a ſtop to the thunder and rain. With; 
view of obtaining conſideration, beſides being 
well paid, theſe pretended wizards are read 
to undertake every thing: but if, for inſtancy 
it ſhould happen to continue to thunder or ran 
longer than they expected, and conſequent 
have promiſed, they plead in their excuſe, thy 
another conjurer, who either has more kill, a 
is better paid than themſelves, throws obſtache 
in their way by a kind of counter- magic. M. 
ny of theſe ſimple creatures believe, that 3 
moſt all diſorders are brought on by means d 
magic, and are only to be cured by the fam 
means. The wizards, on their parts, are 0 
backward in cheriſhing this idea; but ae 
care, notwithſtanding, in ſuch caſes to apf 
both external and internal remedies. Amo! 
the external may be reckoned, their ſometins 
ordering their patient to lay on his face, wh! 
they ſet themſelves on his back, and pind 
and cuff him about, and beat him all ov 
till at length they ſhew him a bone, larger d 
ſmaller juſt as it happens, which they alt 
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by their great {kill and dexterity, have & 
tracted, either from his noſe, ears, or ſom 
other part of his body. It trequently e 

tha 
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ed the 
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E veral of them. And then if he dies, his friends 

only lament, that he was bewitched beyond 
otten, the power of any one to aſſiſt him. In all like- 
whic lihood, the conjurer on theſe occaſions, by a 
1, ha dexterous ſleight of hand, deceives both the 
either credulous patient and thoſe about him. A 
uren boor informed me, that when he was a child, 
people i and among other play-things had the leg-bone 
Winz of an ox, which be uſed as a cart, it appear- 
0 den I ed to him ro his great aſtoniſhment, that it 
t read vas ſucked out of a fick perſon's back by one 
aſtanc, of theſe wizards; and, as far as he could truſt 
or to his memory, he recollected that the patient 
quenth got quite well after this operation. A wizard 
ale, t that was taken by a party of Hottentots to a lion- 
kill, oi hunt, in order to exerciſe his magic power upon 
\bſtads WS tbe lion, was ſoon torn in pieces by the animal. 


E Scveral boors took occaſion from this incident 
to reproach the Hottentots with their credulous 
partiality towards theſe fellows ; but they ſtill 
W perſiſted in their ſentiments, being rather in- 
clined to think, that ſome more powerful ma- 
W gician, a foe to the deceaſed, had brought 
his misfortune upon him. So that a conjurer 


c. M. 
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he fan 
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1 
7 E among theſe people lays the more ſimple of 
„meta them under a kind of contribution by his ſu- 
e, wie berior cunning, juſt as ours do our country 
ad pa ſolk; but, on the other hand, more frequent- 
all ove! 4 runs the riſque of being ſuſpected of occaſi- 
larger u oning the miſchief that happens. 
ey allet 


ich tie A Caffre prince chanced in his old age to 
have & Fave fore eyes, and could get no cure for 
or ſont em. He therefore ordered all thoſe that 
F 
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that the patient 1s relieved by an operation of 1775. 
this kind; and if he is not, he undergoes ſe- Auguſt. 
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was in Africa, the moſt powerful was ſaid to 
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were ſkilled in magic to be put to death, where. 
ever they were found; no doubt, on the ſam: 
principle as Herod did the children in Beth. 
lebem, thinking that in the number he might 
happen to hit on the man who had bewitcheq 
him. This prince is ſaid to have been living 
but a few years ago; his name was Paty,, 
which by molt of the coloniſts was converted 
into Pharaoh. Of the princes who reigned 
over the different nations of Caffres, while! 


be Amahote or Tamus. A chief among the 


Hottentots, called Captain Ru TER, of whom 0 
T ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak by and by, is alſo 0 
reported to have perſecuted and put to death 
ſome ſorcerers, whom he ſuſpected of having 
brought a diſeaſe on bim by witchcraft. 5 
tl 
Though the Hottentots are ſo ſuperſtitious, NI 
yet they are not, as far as I know, in the lealt ce 
afraid of being in the dark. They feem, how WF d 
ever, to have ſome idea of ſpirits, and a belt th 
in a future ſtate, as they accoſt their friends a co 
ſoon as they are dead with reproaches tor lea lin 
ing them ſo ſoon ; at the ſame time, admonilt- pa 
ing them henceforth to demean themſelves pro. ho 
perly ; by which they mean, that their deceal 
ed friends ſhould not come back again and | 
haunt them, nor allow themſelves to be made of 
uſe of by wizards, to bring any milchict oi WF of 
thoſe that ſurvive them. = 
| thin 
There is 4 genus of inſects (the mantis, ) cal- I ing 
ed by the coloniſts the Hottentor”s god ; but v8 io 
far are they from ' worſhipping thele inſets, vice 
that they have more than once catched ſom A w. 
of them, and given them to me to {kB ever 
needs V 
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needles through them, by way of preſery- 1775. 


ing them, as I did with other infects. There Auguſt. 


is, however, a diminutive ſpecies of this ge- 
nus of infects, which ſome think it would be 
a crime, as well as very dangerous, to do 
any harm to; but this we have ao more rea- 
ſon to look upon as a kind of religious wor- 
ſhip, than we have to conſider in the ſame 
light, a certain ſuperſtitious notion prevalent 
among many of the more ſimple people in 
our own country, who imagine, that three ſins 
will be forgiven them, if they ſet a cock-chafer 
on its feet that has happened to have fallen up- 
on its back. 


The moon, according to Korse, receives a 
kind ot adoration. from the Hottentots. But 
the fact is, that they merely take the opportu- 


| nity of her beams, and at the ſame time of the 


coolneſs of the night, to amuſe themſelves with 


dancing; and conſequently, have no more 


thoughts of worſhipping her than the chriſtian , 


| coloniſts, who are ſeen at the ſame time ſtrol- 


ling in great numbers about the ſtreets, and 


| parading on the ſtone ſteps with which their 
| houſes are uſually encircled. 


That the artful conjurers themſelves are moſt 


of them without either ſuperſtition or religion 
| of any kind, is highly probable. 
ſcemingly here likewiſe many other free- 
| thinkers, among whom I cannot help reckon- 


There are 


ing a Hottentot from Buffeljagts-rivier, whom 
| ſome time after this period took into my ſer- 
vice as my ox- leader. He informed me, that 


a wizard came to his craal ſeveral different 


evenings, and ſetting himſelf down in one of 
Vor, I. Q their 
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1775. their huts, told them, by way of divination, 
Auguft. that the wolf was doing them a great deal of 


miſchief in their ſheep-folds (at the ſame time 
mentioning the particulars,) and would do them 
Kill more, if they did not haſten to the relief 
of their flocks. The people of the craal ac. 
cordingly ſallied forth, and found it was az 
the ſoothſayer had told them; in conſequence 
of which, they conceived the higheſt degfee 
of reſpe& for him, and rewarded him hand. 
ſomely into the bargain. Some time alter, 
however, they diſcovered, that their loſs was 
not occaſioned by the wolves, but by ſome 
neighbouring Hottentots, whom they, not 
without reaſon, ſuppoſed to have been in the 
plot with the ſoothſayer. What other gene- 
ral remarks I have to make on the ſubjet of 
the Hottentots and Beſbies-men, I ſhall deter at 
preſent, and return to the regular courſe ot 
my journal, 


On the 3oth of Auguſt at Trger-hoek, where 

I before obſerved we were juſt arrived, I wa 
informed, that the doctrines of chriſtianity had 
been formerly preached there to the Hotten- 
tots, and received by them with great avidity 
and zeal. It was ſtill, as I was told, within 
the memory of ſeveral of the inhabitants, that 
one of the converts, an old female Hottentot, 
was living, and uſed to perform her devotions 
every morning on her bare knees, by the fide 
of a ſpring ſituated near this ſpot. It was faid, 
ſhe had a German Bible, which ſhe often read 
and treated with the greateſt veneration ; and 
that ber behaviour throughout life was deceſ! 
and quiet. My informers added, that th 
miſſionary who had converted her, had bee 
baniſhed 
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baniſhed out of the country, for having ille- 1775. 
gally made himſelf a chief among the Hotten- Auguſt. 


tots in theſe parts, in order to enrich himſelf 
by their labour, and the preſents they made 
him of cattle. It was ſuppoſed, that he was 
ſo far guilty of what was alledged againſt him, 
inaſmuch as it both was then and is now pro- 
hibited, under divers penalties, for any one 
to buy, or otherwiſe acquire the poſſeſſion of 
any cattle belonging to the Hottentots. That 
this miſtionary's name was Grorce Sup, 
and that he was a Moravian or Herrnhuter, 1 
found on my return home in the Budingi/che 
Samlung einiger in die Kirchen-Hiſtorie, &c. 
(printed at Leipſic, 1742) wherein, art. 7. 
from page 78 to 126, there is ſome acccount 
of this affair, under the title of Fung ſtes Dia- 
rium des Bruders Georg Smid, zur probe des 
Wande!s dieſes Rknechts des Herrn unter den Hot- 


entalten. 


This extract of the journal or letter above- 


mentioned, is carried from November 1 5th, 
1739, to November 18th, 1740; and at that 
time dated from Serjeant-rivier, a ſmall branch 
of the rivier Zonder-end, or the river near which 
| lived the converted Hottentot woman. In this 
letter we are informed, that the number of con- 
verts was thirty-two, and that the new chriſti- 
ans did not unfrequently neglect both their 
| work and their hours of devotion in order to 
| amule themſelves in a garden, which, in all 
probability was common. 


| * The laſt Diary of brother GeoxGe Sub, being a 
teſtimony of the carriage and conduct of this ſervant of the 
Lord among the Hottentots. 
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1975. At page 683 of this collection, there is in. 
Auguſt. ſerted another letter from this ſame OMID, 
dated the 15th of May, 1742 ; from which we 
learn, that he had by baptiſm augmented the WWF © 
congregation with five more ſiſters in Chriſt, WW 
as likewiſe, that he had lived there as miſſtiona. WE 
ry five years, and intended to ſtay there four 


« 

years longer: ſo that there 1s no doubt, but t 

that the Hottentots might be eafily converted 

to the chriſtian faith: but it is much to be \ 

doubted, whether any body will ever trouble | 

themſelves with the converſion of theſe plain 5 

honeft people, unleſs it ſhould appear to have c 

more connexion than it ſeems to have at pre- c 

ſent with political advantages. tl 

0 

Soon after we arrived at this farm, two Hot. i: 

tentot girls, from fourteen to ſeventeen years WF {: 

of age, made their appearance, well beſmear- u 

| ed, and, in their faſhion, very ſmartly dreſſed. . d 
4 Without any great degree of vanity we could WWF it 
4 plainly perceive, that the viſit was made on WWF ne 
'q our account; out of gratitude, therefore, a3 WF or 
5 well as from a natural regard for the fair ſex, tu 
4 we addreſſed theſe (I am in doubt whether to WF th 

= call them beautiful or frightful) young ladies WF th 
in with all the handſome ſpeeches we thougit WF ha 

0 would be moſt acceptable in ſuch circumſtances. 0 

5 At their requeſt we likewiſe preſented them th. 
"I with a fine piece of roll-tobacco, of which WW rat 

1 they cut off a little, filled their pipes with it, WF me 

I and ſmoked in a very elegant ſtyle. Our hol: WW nat 

J took that opportunity to let us know, that v* WF | | 
1 ſhould pleaſe them much better with a little -WW wh 

4 brandy than with all our compliments; ve qu: 
. therefore brought a couple of glaſſes of it tor WM cd 


= each of them, and they ſtuck pretty cloſe to WW cxt 
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it, applying to it with great aſſiduity while 


they were ſmoking their pipes. We likewiſe 
had the pleaſure ſoon of ſeeing them grow a 
little lively, without venturing to drink a 
drop more, or allowing the leaſt freedom. 
At length they took their leave of us in a ver 
diſcreet manner, and I was very much pleaſed 
to ſee ſo much modeſty and decency in girls 
belonging to ſo uncivilized a nation. But 
when they got out of doors, theſe mad-caps 
had the boldneſs to defy us to run after them 
and catch them. Woe ſoon gave over the 
chaſe, but as often as we turned back they 
came after us, and defied us again. At length 
the elder of them while ſhe was running, not 
oniy fell down, but even ſeemed to wait for us 
in that poſition. So unexpected a circum— 
ſtance gave us no ſmall concern, as it made 
us begin to ſuſpect the girl's virtue, till ſhe 
drew a large knife, and threatened to plunge 
it into our hearts, if we dared to approach any 
nearer. As the difterence of circumſtances and 
opportunities has a great influence on the na- 
ture of things, and particularly with reſpect to 
the fair ſex, I thought it would be proper in 
this place to relate the whole affair juſt as it 
happened, without drawing any general conclu— 
lon from it. I am nevertheleſs convinced, 
that the Hottentots are more cold and mode- 
rate in their defires of a certain nature than 
many other nations; qualities which are the 
natural conſequence of the dull, inactive, and 
| lad almoſt faid, entirely lifileſs diſpoſition, 
which the leading characteriſtic of their minds ; 
qualities which likewiſe are neceſſarily produc- 
cd by the debilitating diet tley uſe, and their 
extreme inactivity and floth ; which carried 
| ro 
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1775. to a certain point, increaſe, but in extreme; 
Auguſt. deaden and benumb both the phyſical and mo. 
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ral ſenſations. 


On the 31ſt, we here met with a middle. 
aged man, a coloniſt, who offered to drive my 
waggon for fix rixdollars per month; but al. 
tered his mind as ſoon as we had told him, 
that he muſt be content to undergo the ſame 
inconveniencies and hazards as Mr. Immelnar 
and I were, at all events, prepared to ſubject 
ourſelves to. The next day, therefore, ve 
took our leave of this place, as much to ſeek 
as when we firſt arrived there. In our road ve 
found a little Hottentot's craal, which, if I re- 
member right, conſiſted of five huts, run up 
in the manner I have deſcribed above; but co- 
vered with ſuch miſerable old mats, that the 
owners ſeemed to be much more afraid of the 
trouble, trifling as that would have been, ot 
making new, than of the inconveniencies at- 
tending the droppings of the eaves in wet ves. 
ther. The inhabitants of this craal conſiſted 
of about twenty people. They had run vp: 
very wretched incloſure for their ſheep and 
cattle, which were then at graſs, and ſcemed 
to be very numerous. As I wiſhed to try it | 
could not hire a Hottentot or two into our (er: 
vice, the oldeſt man in the craal preſented hi 
ſon to me, a youth of nineteen or twenty yea 
of age, ſaying, that he could be very vel 
fpared in the craal, in caſe I could perſuact 
him to follow me. Upon this I crept into tie 
young man's hut, and found him lying unde! 
his cloak, in the way I have deſcribed abo 
when ſpeaking of his countrymen in gener, 
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like a fetus in utero. I ſpent a great deal of 
time to no purpoſe, in repreſenting to him the 
great advantages he would gain by going with 
us; ſuch as a cow with calf, knives, braſs tin- 
der- boxes, glaſs beads, and other tempting 
articles; in ſhort, preſents to an uncommon 
value, all which I offered him as a premium 
for half a year's ſervice ; but as I conſidered 
it equally baſe to deceive a poor Hottentot as 
any other perſon, I did not diſſemble to him, 
that our expedition would be of ſome durati- 
on : though, on the other hand, as the Hot- 
tentot nation is not abſolutely inſenſible to the 
pleaſures of the chace any more than to the 
calls of ambition, I at the ſame time repreſent- 
ed to him, that an expedition of this fort would 
of itſelf afford him no ſmall degree of plea- 
ſure, and on his return would give him ſome 
conſequence in the eyes of his companions ; 
but all was in vain. With as little ſucceſs 
did I endeavour to ſet before him the plea- 
ſure he would have in ſmoking a better fort 
of tobacco, a quantity of which I had taken 
with me, and intended to beſtow it very plen- 
titully on any one that ſhould accompany me 
in my journey, I likewiſe put him in mind, 
that he would not find fo coſtly an article as 
tobacco, nor even victuals abound greatly, if 
ac ſtaid at home. 


Notwithſtanding all this, I found him abfo- 
lutely immoveable in ſoul as well as in body; 
excepting, indeed, that with regard to the latter, 
he now and then threw out a whiff of tobacco 
from the left fide of his chops; and that 
two or three times, on my repeatedly requeſt- 
ing him to let me know his mind on the ſub- 

ject, 
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1775. ject, he at length, though not without ſome 

Auguſt. difficulty, prevailed on himſelf to open his ; 
mouth, and anſwer me with a ſhort but deci. ˖ 
ſive, No The extreme indolence of the lad, 
his very cavalier reception of me, the clou WW : 
of ſmoke that filled his cabin and made ny : 
eyes ſmart moſt horribly, together with the t 
ſwarms of fleas I obſerved in it, excited in ne { 
juſt at that time the greateſt indignation, az 2 
well as the utmoſt contempt for the Hottentot n 
nation: though, when I afterwards came to WF h 
conſider the matter more impartially, as the n 


lad, from his habits as well as nature, could tt 
very caſily make ſhift with a moderate quan- u 
tity of food, and with this could and aCtually n 
did enjoy what to him was a real ſubſtantial I. 
pleaſure, viz. his eaſe and tobacco, I could a 
not well ſuppoſe that my offer would have any WWF ir 
weight with him. Th. ſe 

III 


At laſt, however, I made him another pro- 
poſal of a different nature, which was, that 


he, for a very moderate premium, ſhould, for WF in 
a tew days only, help us to lead our oxen to © 
Zxevellendam, where I was in hopes of getting WF t!: 
lomebody in his room. To this he anſwered WF i: 


as quick as thought, 7a, Baas, (Jes, Maſter, WM ©: 
got up in an inſtant, and had nothing more to 
do than to hang his tobacco-pouch on his . 
arm, in order to be quite ready for his jour 
ney. After this, he went ſtraight to my wag- 

gon, and with all the eaſe and alacrity ima- W 
ginable, did every thing that was requiſite to es. 
it; fo that he no longer appeared to be thc i 
lame lazy fellow, with whom I had juſt before 
been bargaining. E 
The 


l LOR TERRI, | _ | ET ns n 5, 5 
heat TT LY SOR Ee. 


- +0. 905 
8 


4 213 ee . 
by * * Tk . bs Ls 2 a 1 ; 1 2 A fs > kN q 7 DO I 
L: FUN 7 —4 e 1 
* J * 29 1 . 2 by Ry” od 4 a 
r 4 Ee N WS 
( c 


y<1 7 + ng . 
© SKA ahh 


l LI 0 WL! 
1 A r 
Y +35 4 n _— 7 

A „ 3 RTE EL 4 7 
NS Co SE ee ad a T2 
8 Y 7% 


* 2 «YA 


4 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 233 


The principal reaſon of this diſpoſition that 1775. 
prevails with moſt Hottentots is, perhaps, that Auguft. 
their wants are extremely few; and conſe- e 
quently, being without care or employment of 
any kind, they are inactive and idle. From 
this cauſe again, a famine or general want of 
the neceſſaries of life ariſing, will naturally 
ſtimulate their uſually halt-ſtarved bodies into 
activity and vigorous motion, at leaſt, till their 
more preſſing wants are relieved. On the other 
hand, ſuch children of Hottentots, or Boſhies- 
men, as from their tender years have been in 
the ſervice of the coloniſts, and have been 
uſed to work, do not yield the palm of briſk- 
neis and agility to any other nation whatever. 
t appears to me, therefore, that one cannot 
accule any natural diſpoſition of theirs, as be- 
ing a hindrance to their riſing from their pre- 
lent very barbarous and unpoliſhed {tate to a 
much higher degree of civilization. 


Though the father of the Hottentot I had 
juſt hired did not take the leaſt part in his 
lon's reſolve, yet at their parting he ſhowed, 
that he poſſeſſled the affections of a father. In 
jact, they ſeemed to take a tender farewel of 
cach other; on which occaſion, the old man 
'cpeatedly importuned us in the moſt friendly 
manner to uſe his fon kindly. 


There blew from the ſea, which was at that 


cat wind, and my companion was ſeized with 
us old troubleſome cough and ſpitting of 


1 
N 


blood, which continued till we arrived at night 
a 1arm called Groote Viakte (the Great Plain.) 
But, 
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But, as we had no proviſions with us, and the 
farm was inhabited merely by ſlaves, who had 
nothing but cold water and a little coarſe an 
doughy bread to entertain us with; and as he. 
ſides the ſpitting of blood was ſomewhat 1. 
lieved by ſome ſaltpetre which I had taken yit 
me, as well as by the faſt my companion had 
been obliged to keep, though ſore againſt hi 
will, he did not chuſe to ſtay here longer than 
the tollowing noon, but plucked up courage 
ſufficient to continue his route on horſeback 
as before. In the mean time we entered into 
chat with the principal flave, who informe( 
us, that he had been ſeveral times bought 
and ſold : and that this laſt time, notwith- 
ſtanding his age, which was not leſs than fifty 
years, yet in conſideration of his well- known 


fidelity, and of the dependence that might 


be placed in him, he had been bought in x 
an auction for a bailiff by a niggardly farmer, 
who, on that account, bad thought it wort 
his while to purchaſe him at ſo high a price 
as a hundred and ten rixdollars. Upon which, 
the poor fellow obſerved, that he had nat 
fared better with his ſingular fidelity, that 
other ſlaves who were remarkable for thei 
great ſtrength of body; ſince he had tound 
his burthen of care and reſponſibility increaſed 
upon him in the ſame degree, as theſe latte 
experienced the augmentation of their loads 
Indeed, the lot and reward of both were like 
thoſe of old worn-out horſes, viz. to be ne 
glected and ſtarved in their old age, in cal 
they did not before that period fink into the 
grave under the preſſure of their bondage 
I then informed him, that flavery was nal 

tolerated 
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tolerated in my country; and it ſeemed to 


give him great pleaſure in the midſt of his Septemb. 


misfortunes to think, that in ſome part of the 
world, however, the natural rights of mankind 
were held more ſacred than they were in thoſe 
colonies. | 


The ſtate of the weather for the month of 
Auguſt was as follows. The 1ſt and 2d days 
cloudy, on the 7th and 8th violent rains and 
north-eaſterly winds. On the gth mizzling 
rain. On the 21ſt, 23d, and 29th it rained 
with the wind at ſouth-eaſt. All the other days 
of this month were fair with ſun-ſhine. 


I had, as I mentioned before, loſt in my 
way to the bath the ſmall thermometer, ac- 


cording to the ſcale of which the degrees have 


been hitherto given. So that ſubſequent to 
this period it was from another thermometer 
of Fahrenheit's, procured from me by Mr. 
IMMELMAaN from the Cape, that my obſerva- 
tions were made, which I ſhall continue to give 
in the ſame manner as I began at page 118. 
On the 22d and 23d the thermometer was at 
55—24th therm. 53—29th therm. 56—3oth 
therm. 52—3ilt therm. 48. This month ſeem- 
ed to correſpond neareſt with the month of May 
in our northern climates, 


On the 1ſt of September we paſſed by two 
farms in Heſaquas Alas, or vale, through 
which our road lay. As Kolbe makes men— 
tlon of a nation of Hottentots by the name of 
Heſſuquas, they probably dwelt formerly in this 
vale, From hence the road took us to the 

Breede- 
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1775. Breede-rivier, (as it is called) where there wz 
Septemb. à ferry-boat, in which we were put over wit | 
our ſaddle-horſes and waggons, but the ox 
were made to ſwim acrols. 


Notwithſtanding that the river was at thi 
time very wide and deep, yet during part 9 
the ſummer its waters are ſaid to fall ſo pro- 
digiouſly, that one may both ride and dri 
over it with eaſe. Directly on the other (id 
of this river there was a farm, where we took 


up our night's lodging. 
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On the 2d we continued our journey till ne 
came to Zwellendam. This place, which! 
have marked in the map with the letters O VC 
interwoven with each other, or the Dutch com- 
pany's mark, is the reſidence of a landroſt, u 
he is called, who is the governor of the whole 
eaſtern tract of the African colonies. Here 
was a large handſome edifice built for hin, 
and two other lefler ones for two of his aflil 
ants or chief officers. 7 


The dro/t gave us a good reception, and: 
bed at night. He likewiſe procured us two 
Hottentots from a neighbouring craal, to aſi 
us in our journey. So that my two firſt were 
diſmiſſed our ſervice according to our previous 
agreement; though the youth, who had made 
ſuch a great difficulty of accompanying me, 
was now very loth to part with me. The {ar 
droſt perceiving that I had got but indifferent 
oxen in my waggon, offered me a whole team 
of much better : but, though I was told that! 
might have them on credit, I would not vel 

ture 
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ture to deal any more in oxen, eſpecially as 1775. EM 
. my former bargain had turned out ſo bad. Septemb, 1 
n Beſides, being but a ſtranger, I was more 1 

afraid of a uſurer than of any of the wild 1 

beaſts in Africa; neither did I think that it 1 
th would now anſwer to the expence, as this year 1 
had already ſet in as if it would be the drieſt ] it 
o WW in the memory of man. Otherwiſe, had I 1 
ne been able to afford another team of oxen, I WE 
ids WE ſhould doubtleſs have made a much longer Ws! 
ook journey, as well as more advantageous for na- TR 

E tural hiſtory. | 
ue The people at this place pretended to have Wil” 
h 1 WF obſerved, that the wind, when it blew from N 
VC WE the ſouth-eaſt at the Cape, was always north- "| "i 
om. crly with them; and that, when it had ceaſed n 
„ raining at the Cape, they had ſtill flight ſhow- th [ 
hol: WW ers at Zwellendam. They likewiſe informed 9 
Jere me, that a very fatal diſtemper prevailed there i 
him, every winter among the horſes, but that it ne- 1 
il. ver made its appearance at Slangen-rivier and * if 


nd 1 
two 


Poſteberg, although both theſe places lie not 
far from Zwellendam, as may be ſeen in my 


map. It was ſuppoſed, that the ſalt-water 
which the horſes were obliged to drink at both 


alli tbeſe places, was what preſerved them. It is 
were FW probable, however, that the ſea-winds purify 
vious the air in thoſe parts; and, on the contrary, 
made WF that the northerly wind which comes to Zwel- 
me, lendam from the interior part of the country, 
en brings with it vapours very noxious to the health 


erent 


of the horſes; eſpecially as it was obſerved, 


team that ſuch horſes as were kept up in the ſtable, 
hat | were hardly ever ſeized with the diſtemper. 
ven: The nature of the diſorder was ſuch, that a 
ture horſe 


e 8 _ * . 


238 A VOYAGE To THE 


W horſe would die almoſt inſtantaneouſly ; ſome. WW 
mes without any viſible ſymptoms preceding © | 


| it, and ſometimes after a tumour had appeared WM { 
1 on the cheſt or groin. & | 
4 8 
. It was here that I ſaw for the firſt time n h 
Y my life one of thoſe animals called guaggas by 0 
A the Hottentots and coloniſts. It is a ſpecis o 
4 of wild horſe, very like the zebra; the differ. t. 
3 ence conſiſting in this, that the quagga ha WE |: 
ſhorter ears, and that it has no ſtripes on i * 

fore legs, loins, or any of its hind parts. be 

er 


This partial reſemblance has been the occz. MF th 
ſion of Mr. EDWARDS's delineating the u, en 
with the title of the female zebra. But in that pe 
very work both the quaggas and zebras are WF ti: 
ſpecies totally different the one from the other, gr 
keeping in very different tracts of country, Wi 
and thoſe frequently very diſtant from each 
other. The females of each ſpecies are mark- the 
ed like their reſpeQive males, excepting that d 
the colour is ſomewhat more lively and definite ro 


in theſe latter. | tea 
RJ bot 
+» | That the zebras diſcovers ſome trifling va- Wt cu! 


riations from each other with reſpe& to thei Du 
ſtreaks, particularly down the legs, may be bon 
perceived by comparing the different ſkins d tha 
this animal; which, as 1 have remarked above, his 
are ſold by the furriers under the denomination i tho 
of ſca-horſe ſkins. 1 have never had an op- eltl 


portunity of comparing together the ſkins di due 
quaggas, but have very little doubt that there WW the 
is likewiſe ſome trifling difference between + 

Jan 


them. 
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ſtuffed with ſtraw in the cabinet of natural 
hiſtory belonging to the Royal Academy of 
Sciences, ſeems to have livelier colours than I 
have obſerved in the adult animal. The length 
of this foetus, from the ears to the tail is thirty- 


© one inches, and its height about the loins 


twenty-two inches. The quagga I ſaw here, 


E having been caught when it was very. young, 
E was become ſo tame, that it came to us to 
be careſſed. 
ened by 
that it would purſue this fierce animal, when- 
erer this latter made its appearance in thoſe 
parts; ſo that it was a moſt certain guard for 
the horſes, with which it was turned out to 
@ craſs at night. 


It was ſaid never to be fright- 
the hyæna, but, on the contrary, 


That theſe quaggas might be broken in for 


the ſaddie or- harneſs, I have. not the leaſt 
E doubt; as juſt before my departure for Lu- 
rope, I ſaw one driven through the ſtreets in a 
team with five horſes : but with the zebra no- 
body has yet made any fair trial in this parti- 
| cular, I was told, indeed, that a wealthy 
burgher near the Cape, brought up and tamed 
ſome of them with this view; and likewiſe, 
that once he was abſurd enough to take it into 
bis head to harneſs them all to his chaiſe, 
though they were not in the leaſt accuſtomed 
either to the harneſs or yoke. The conſe- 
© quence was, that they directly ran back into 
the ſtable with the carriage and their maſter in 
n with ſuch prodigious fury, as to deprive him 
and every one elle of all defire to make any 


farther 
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C A full grown fœtus of a quagga, which I 1775. 
brought with me from the Cape, and keep Septemb. 
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farther trials of this kind. There can be ng 
doubt, however, but that quaggas or ze. 
bras, properly tamed and broke in, would, in 
many reſpects, be of greater ſervice to the co. 


loniſts than horſes: as, in the firſt place, they 


are more eaſily procured here; and next, be. 
ing uſed to the harſh dry paſture, which chiefy 
abounds in Africa, they ſeem to be intended 
by nature for this country; while, on the 
other hand, horſes are univerſally very nice 
in their food. I believe I have already re. 
marked, that both horſes and oxen in thi 
country are in general weaker than ours; cf 
which the dry paſtures abounding in it, were 
in all probability the principal cauſe. The 
quagga that I ſaw here at this time, was in 
ſuch good condition, and ſo plump about the 
back and loins, as, I believe, in that point, 
not to be equalled by any horſe; and thougi 
both quaggas and zebras have ſmall feet, yet 
at the ſame time their hoofs are hard, and, 
perhaps, like aſſes, they are more ſure-footed 
than horſes. I cannot deny, that with good 
horſes the people here are uſed to hunt donn 
the zebras with eaſe: but who knows, whe 
ther both zebras and quaggas would not be 
come quicker in their paces by frequent riding 
and exerciſe. Had the coloniſts tamed then 
and uſed them inſtead of horſes, in all probs. 
bility they would have been in no danger d 
loſing them, either by the wolves or the ep! 
demic diſorder, to which the horſes here ar 
ſubject. 


Here was a vineyard planted for the uſe d 


the family, and it was the firſt I had ſeen = 
> 


Dn IS > -/ 
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o left the bath. The wine produced by it did 1775. i | 
© W not come up to that at the Cape; which chiefly Septemb. Wis | 
in Wn proceeded from the ſituation of the vineyard, Ei 
1 . . . 48 l 
0. and perhaps, likewiſe, in ſome meaſure, from tt 
its not being properly looked after. xl 
On the 3d we continued our journey till j 


we came to Riet Valley. This was the laſt [\ ij 
farm to the eaſtward belonging to government, | 
and was fituated at a ſhort diſtance only from 
| Zewellendam. A corporal, as he is ſtyled, had 
the inſpection of this farm, and likewiſe ſu- 
| perintended divers wood-cutters who worked 
in the neighbouring wood (called Groot Vaders 
| Bich) on the company's account. The peo- 
ple that had the care of the farm at Riet Valley 
E were opulent and well-bred, and in a moſt 
| hoſpitable manner abiolutely obliged us to 
W paſs a couple of days with them; at the ſame 
time endeavouring to render themſelves both 
E agrecable and uieful to us by the information 
they gave us, as well as by the aſſiſtance they 
afforded us in our reſearches ; ſo much, indeed, 
that they even taught us, and made us practiſe 
E peaking the Hottentot language. 
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| This is certainly, with reſpect to the pro- 
nunclation, the moſt difficult and ſingular lan- 
guage in the univerſe. Almoſt every word is 
pronounced with a ſmack or clacking of the 
| tongue againſt the roof of the mouth. Words 
of many ſyllables are accompanied with two 
| clacks; but what cannot but render this lan- 
guage ſtill more difficult for ſtrangers is, that 
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uſe 0! hel clacks are ſaid to be performed, accord- 1 
n ſince Ning to different circumſtances, in three differ- 1 
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Septemb. ward on the. palate. This diſtinction, hoy 
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ever, I had not from the Hottentots them. 
ſelves, who were, perhaps, too ignorant to go 
ſo deep into the matter. For my part, I ow 
that my cars were not nice enough to attend 
to ſuch minute differences. I muſt like vie 
conlefs, that I did not take pains ſufficient ts MF 
get this point cleared up to me. Neverthele; WW « 
1 diſcovered, as ſoon as I got to Houtniqui, e 
that another diale& was ſpoken there, and tha I 
it differed from the former in the more or b t. 
clacking uſed in the words. But it was ſuff 
cient for me to learn, in the courſe of n 
journey, partly for pleaſure, and partly for 
uſe, ſome common words and phraſes in the 
Hottentot language. Some of theſe I har 
given at the end of this journal. The ſmacks 
or clacking with the tongue, I imagined 
would be moſt convenient to denote by at 
with an apoltrophe over 1t, 


The Chineſe, or Sneſe Hottentots, ſo callel 
from their complexion, which is yellower tha 
that of the other Hottentot nations, and ther 
tore more like the Chineſe, are likewiſe in thet 
diale& very diſtinct from them. There h, 
however, lo great a reſemblance between then 
all, that they can in ſome meaſure underſtand 
each other. With a view to their mutui 
compariſon, I have likewiſe added a fam! 
of ſome of the words of this language, ati 
likewiſe of that of the Caffres, which is 00 
clogged with that clacking of the palate, # 
the Hottentot language is. 


Notuit- ''G 
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Notwithſtanding this noiſe againſt the roof 


of the mouth, this laſt mentioned language Septemb. 


does not ſound ill, when the ear is ſomewhat 
accuſtomed to it; as the Hottentots pronounee 
it with as much eaſe and facility, as other na- 
tions do their reſpective languages. Farther 
up the country, where they have no other ſer- 
vants than Hottentots, the children of the 
Chriſtians frequently learn the Hottentot lan- 
guage more eaſily, and before they do the 
Dutch. The ſame thing happens with regard 
to the Malay tongue in thole places, where they 
make uie of flaves, and eſpecially of nurſes, 
of that nation. So that, probably, all lan- 
guages are almolt equally eaſy for children: 
and, if we may form a concluſion from what 
we have juſt advanced, the tendereſt age of 
childhood might be advantageouſly employed 
in learning ſeveral languages. At the Cape 
| have heard very young children ſpeak two 
or three different languages with equal readi- 
neſs and facility, 


At this place, beſides learning the Hotten- 
tot's language, I had an opportunity of inform- 
ing myſelf, for the firſt time, concerning the 
progreſs of this people in mutic. One of their 
inſtruments is a bow, like a ſpringe-bow, a foot 
in length, with a fine ſtring of thread, to the 
end of which there is fixed in the ſame line a 


: cloven quill half an inch long. The inſtru— 


ment is played on in the following manner: 
the mufician, applying his mouth to the quill, 
draws in his breath very hard, fo as to put it 
into a quivering motion, which produces a 


| Lrating found, This inſtrument is called a 
9 


"Gcerra, a name which ſeems to be applicable 
R 2 enough 
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1775. enough to it, as tolerably well correſponding 
Septemb. with the ſound of the inſtrument. 
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T'Guthe is the name of another inſtrument, 
which, probably, was firſt made in imitation gf 
our violin. It conſiſts merely of a piece of 
board with three or four ſtrings ſcrewed ont 
it, on which they ſcrape with a bow. ; 


T” Foi koi is a ſort of drum, compoſed of 
a ſkin ſtretched over a calibath, or holloy WE 
block. The muſic is juſt what might be ex. 
pected from ſuch an inſtrument. As I ws 8 
fortunate enough not to be often in the way iſ 5 
of hearing their ſtrains, and am beſides 66 
cognoſcente, I have not been able to note them it 
down, if, indeed, they can be expreſſed in by 
notes. Their vocal muſic conſiſts in finging Wi 1 
a few notes, without annexing any words to WF in 
them, or, at leaſt, words that have any mean he 
ing. Theſe remarks chiefly affect the Hotter WWF << 
tots in this part of the country; for I muct Wi 
doubt, whether the Boſhies-men have either 
”guthes or t'goerras among them. 


It is fo uſual to find in poems and romance 
the ſhepherds and ſhepherdefles playing of 
their pipes, that my readers, no doubt, wil 
expect to find the Hottentots who lead a pil 
toral life, employed in the ſame delightlu 
occupation; and, indeed, ſo far it is true, that 
both the men and women have cheir pipes, bu 
then they only uſe them for ſmoking. Thi 
inſtrument, which has far greater charms for 
them than all the muſic in the world, certain 
merits a deſcription, which we ſhall theretor | 
attempt in this place. 1 


Way 
$ 10 
them 
ed in 
1g1ng 
ds to 
nean. 


Otten. 
mu 
either 


1 
1 * Poa! o OY Lao x / 4 
. e * 
* — % 3 Ly 
* * 4 4 


Pk : 3 ; 
* TED __ 7 = Fe 
585 "IN ' PTY: ; 


N 


= 9 * CS 
" 1 * 4 a R 
I 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


245 


The tobacco-pipes which are made uſe of 1775. 


in theſe parts, and, indeed, every where among 
the Hottentots (properly lo called) are ſhaped 
pretty nearly like ours, being compoſed of a 
miſerable wooden bowl, and a ſtem of equally 
coarſe workmanſhip. Of the Boſnies- menꝰs 
pipes, as being ſufficiently remarkable, I bave 
given a drawing in Plate VII. where in fig. 3. 
is repreſented an elk's horn from a foot and a 
half to two feet in length, in the aperture of 
which, about two inches in diameter, (ſee fig. 
3. a.) the Boſhies-man contrives to ſqueeze 
the whole of his mouth in ſuch a manner, that 


none of the ſmoke can eſcape or be loſt, but 


paſſes entire, in a column praporticncd to the 
ſize of the horn, into his throat, ſome part of 
it coming out again through his noſtrils. To 
make amends for this, however, five or fix 


| gulps content him; a fit of coughing, hawk- 


ing, and rattling in his throat enſues, which 


he, probably, conſiders as a very deſirable 
conſequence. He then hands this delicious 
horn to his next neighbour, that he may, in 


like manner, have the pleaſure of fumigating 
his lungs; and in this way the horn circulates 
a them, women as well as men, juſt as 
be pipe does in Sweden, among a company 
o! old women fitting under the chimney in 


alms-houſes. One of the Boſhies- men, whom 
I afterwards took into my ſervice, when I 
WW ped through the defert in my way to Bruntjes 
" Hizgte, once ſwallowed the ſmoke of his to- 
1 Neeo⸗ horn with ſuch avidity, that I ſaw him 
fall down in a ſwoon in conſequence of it. At 
fg. 3. the reader may ſee the ſtem of the pipe 


"=p at right angles on the fide of the horn; 
and the bowl, which is ſometimes made of 
wood, 


Septemb. 
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1775. wood, and ſometimes of ſome looſe pebble dug 
Septemb. out of the ground, ſaſtened on to the top of 


the ſtem. 


[ have likewiſe ſeen goat's horns employed 
for this purpoſe ; but the preference is given 
to the elk's horns on account of their ſhan 
points; they being ſo handy for the Hottentot 
to ſtick into the ground cloſe by his fide, f 
that not a particle of the tobacco can be lot 
One of theſe tobacco-horns I have brought 
home with me, and keep it in the collection df 
the Academy of Sciences; though, having 
been for the uſe of a little Hottentot woman, 
it is ſmaller and neater than uſual, being but 
thirteen inches in length ; and the aperture at 
its bale, to which the mouth is applied, an nc 
and a half acroſs. 


1 Their tobacco- pouches are made of the ſin 0 
1 of a lamb, or of one of the ſmaller ſort of WF ” 
1 antilopes entire, with the hairy fide turned iſ © 
5 outwards; ſo that in this pouch the Hottenta . b. 
al has at the ſame time room enough for his ppt, tl 
tinder-box, and the reſt of his implements tor be 

kindling a fire. 4 

Beſides the accurate information J receive in 

at this plate on the ſubje& of the Hottentot WM © 

muſic, language, and method of ſmoking, * oa 

had, the evening after my arrival there, i in 

opportunity of ſeeing their card-playmg. 5M * 

this abſurd name, the coloniſts have diſtin pri 

guiſhed the following peculiar game amo "as 

ticle people, which was played in this mann 8 5" 


Both my Hottentots, together with two other, 
made a partic quarrce, fitting on their ban 
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as is uſual with other unpoliſhed nations. The 1775. 


chimney, the part of the room conſtantly pre- Septemb. 


ferred by a Hottentot to any other, was like- 
wiſe in this caſe the place they choſe to occupy 
for playing this game; and the aſh-hole might 
not unaptly be conſidered as their card-table, 
as it did not unfrequently happen, that in the 
midſt of their ardour for the ſport, they ſtruck 
their hands into the middle of it, and raiſed 
the aſhes into clouds of duſt that floated all 
over the room, and almoſt blinded one Now, 
as this ſport ſeemed to conſiſt in an inceſſant 
motion of the arms upwards, downwards, and 
acroſs each other's arms, without ever ſeeming 
(at leaſt on purpofe) to touch one another, it 


appears to me, that the intention of this ſport 


is to open the cheſt, as it were, whilſt fitting, 
by way of ſuccedancum for dancing. It is 


| probable, however, that with all this they ob- 


ſerve certain rules, and in certain circumſtances, 
mutually get the advantage over each other ; 
as each of them at times would hold a little 


peg between his fore-finger and thumb, at which 


they would burſt out into laughter, and, on 
being aſked the reaſon, ſaid, that they loſt and 
won by turns, yet without playing for any thing. 
One ok the party, however, grew weary in two 
hours time, and laid himſelf down to fleep ; 
While the others kept on with the ſport from 
evening till break of day, during the - whole 
time continually and inceſſantly pronouncing, 
or rather ſinging, the following words, Hei 
pruah prhanka, hei ptruah Hhei, hei pruah ha. 
Ot theſe words they did not themſelves know 
tic meaning ; and all the information they 
could give me on the ſubject. was, that they 

had 
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1775. had learned them, together with the game, ot 

Septemb. ſome of their companions, who had been ty 

pay a viſit to the Indians a great way to the 

northward. Probably their Hei ptrua-prhanka, 

has no more meaning in it than the fal lal deral 

of the Europeans. I had before ſeen this game 

played 2 little at the Cape Town, by ſome By. 

\ ſhies-man boys that a butcher had brought 

home with him from Schneeuwberg, and I at 

this time gave orders for it to be played, on 
purpoſe to ſatisfy my curioſity. 
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Journey from Jcvellendam to Muſcle Bay. 


N the morning of the 5th we took leave 
of our hoſpitable friends, and arrived at 
a farm on the other branch of Buffeljagts ri- 
vier. A little way from the farm there was a 
grove, from whence we heard the cries of a 
herd of monkies. Our hoſt told us, that they 
ſet up this alarm, in order to give notice to 
each other of the approach of tigers, which 
are wont to purſue them up into the trees; 
when the only means theſe nimble little ani- 
mals have of eſcaping, is to jump on to the 
ſlender twigs and branches of the tree that are 
moſt diſtant from the trunk, where the tigers 
dare not follow them. Mr. IMMELM an, there- 
fore, and myſelf, repaired to the place with 
our guns, with a view to partake, in ſome mea- 
ſure, of the ſport. We were, however, out 
of luck, having only got a tranſient glimpſe 
of che monkies ; we could very plainly diſcern, 
however, that they were of a coal-black co- 
lour, and about the fize of an ordinary cat; 
lo that, in all likelihood, they form a peculiar 
ipecies not yet known. It is faid, that there 
are ſome of theſe animals in Groot Vaders- boſch 
and Houtniquas ; though I did not fee any there. 
What 
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1775- What with our ſport, and what with botaniz. 
Septenb. ing, we ſtaid ſo long here, that we could gy 
no farther that day. 
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On the 6th in the morning we ordered 
matters ſo d- propos, that we arrived at dinner. 
time at the houſe of a wealthy farmer, why 
was a captain in the militia, compoſed of hi 
fellow peaſants, or (as they are called) burgh- 
ers. All ſuch peaſants as live in Roode. 
zand, and the whole of that tract of country 
that lies to the eaſtward, are under the juril. 
diction of Zwellendam, and are obliged, at x 
certain time of the year, to appear before tie 
landroſt, and perform their exerciſe. This WF 
1 falls very heavy on ſuch as live at a great dil. 
58 tance, ſome of them dwelling, perhaps, five 

bt hundred miles off; on which account likewiſe, 
* they frequently pretend impediments, or elk Wt 
| ſubmit to pay the fine at once. A {till larget WF | 
corps, compoſed of the inhabitants of Cn. 
M0 debo, Schneeuwberg, Bockeveld, Roggeveld, . 
" namaqua, and the other places in that part of Wt 
4 the country, are drawn up every year at ot WF 
| lenboſch, where the landroſt, or lord lieute- WF | 
naant of theſe diſtricts has his reſidence, The 
= burgeſſy at the Cape, and the peaſants from 
| Tigerberg are drawn up in the town itleli, 
wo In the vicinity of this farm the Tradaus-moun- 
oy tains ſtretch away to the eaſt, and upon one 
part of them is ſituated Groot Vaders-buſch. 
In the evening we lay at the farm called 
Krroſs-rivier jult by the fide of the wood, in 
order to- be near at hand for the purpoſe 0 
botanizing. 
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This wood contained a great number of 
beautiful tall trees, the major part, of which, 
however, being out of bloom, it could not be 
aſcertained what ſpecies they were of. Moſt of 


thoſe which I examined were entirely unknown 


to the botaniſts, and, probably, great part of 
the remainder are under the ſame predicament. 
It is, therefore, to be wiſhed, that a botaniſt 
had an opportunity of remaining in this place 
the whole year throughout. 


Beams, planks for flooring, and timber for 
the conſtruction of waggons are fetched from 
hence both by the farmers and by govern- 
ment. Many ſorts of ſhrubs and buſhes in 
ſome places, particularly by the fide of the 
wood, fill up the interſtices between the 
larger trees, and render the foreſt impervious. 
Among theſe, ſeveral forts of prickly aſpara- 
guſes delerve to be remarked, as well as a 
new ſpecies of callophyllum ; which, from its 
catching, like the thorn-buſh, faſt hold of the 
traveller with its hooked prickles, and keep- 
ing him from purſuing his journey, is common- 
ly called here wa#t cen betje, or /top a bit. 


On the 1oth}, in our way from hence, we 
had the misfortune to wander aſtray on horſe- 
back till a good while after midnight. Being 
but lightly clad, we were almoſt frozen to 
death, when we arrived at a farm near S/an- 
cen-rivicr 5 where, however, we had like to 
have waited in the open air till the morning, 
as t he mijtreſs of the houſe, who was left = 
home with her female ſlave only, did not much 
carc (without taking a long time to conſider 
ok the matter) to give houſe- room to travellers 

ſo 
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ſo totally unknown to her as we were, In. 
deed, it was only by the barking of the dogs, 
that we had been enabled to diſcover this farm 
in the dark. The next morning we had the 
pleaſure to ſee, that our Hottentots were ar. 
rived with the waggon at the diſtance of a cou. 
ple of gun-ſhots from the farm, and were tak. 
ing the oxen out of the team on a plain near 
croſs road. They gave us to underſtand, that 
they had got thither ſome time after us, by ? 
different by-road. The country round about 
was extremely dry and arid, and ſcarcely ; 
vernal bloſſom was to be ſeen. The reaſon d 
this was, the univerſal want of rain, which 
was every where complained of that ſpring. At 
this place there had been no rain tor ſeyeril 
days before; and yet the trees in Groot Vader. 
boſch had, as foreſts uſually do, attracted va 
pour from the clouds, and rain ſufficient to we 
ter them. 


This day I had no ſmall pleaſure in ſeeing, 
for the firſt time, ſome Hottentots riding their 
oxen, They rode pretty hard over hills and 
dales; and my hoſteſs told me, that if 1 wa 
there when they came back, ! ſhould fee then 
galloping neck or nothing; as they were then 
going to drink out ſeveral ON at a neige 
bour's of her's, a farmer, who, the ſaid, had 0 
little conſcience, as ior the jake of a very til 
fling gain, to le ad the poor pagans, by means of 
his brandy, into riot, intemperance, and ex- 
ceſſes of all kinds. She moreover gave ide 
Hottentots the character of uſing the brute 
creation, and particularly the oxen they rode, 
very cruelly. Beſide this inſtance, I have 


ſecn ſeveral others, which confirmed this re- 
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mark of her's; but am apt to believe it ap- 1775. 


plies beſt to ſuch of them as have, in a great 
meaſure, departed from their original fimplict- 
ty, in conſequence of their intercourſe with 
the Chriſtians. 


Theſe ſaddle-oxen muſt be tamed and broke 
in while they are calves. For this purpole, a 
hole is bored through the griſtle of the noſe, 
large enough to hold a wooden pin, to both 
ends of which the rope is faitened, that ſerves 
by way of bit and bridle to guide the animal 
with. The ſaddle conſiſts of a ſheep-ſkin fold- 
ed up together, and faſtened by a rope round 
the fore part of the ox's body. Theſe oxen 
are by the coloniſts called pack-oxen, they be- 
ing alſo uſed for carrying packs and burthens: 
the name 1s hkewile very ſuitable to them on 
another account, which 1s, that the Hottentots 
very frequently ride, ſeveral of them together, 
upon one ox, There is an order of govern- 
ment, which ordains that no Hottentot ſhall be 
in poſſeſſion of a horſe; in conſequence of 
which, it is faid, that a Hottentot, who was 
very fond of hunting, trained one of his pack- 
oxen to run with ſuch ſpeed, as to be able to 
hunt elks with it, and abſolutely run them 
04.72, In general, the way that the Hotten- 
tot» have of cluding this prohibition, is to paſs 
their horſes off for borrowed, which in fact 
they have bought at a high price, or got in the 
way of barter, or elſe to pretend to have them 
tor ſale on ſome Chriſtian's account. Another 
law of government prohibits all Chriſtians, un- 
der pain of being whipped and branded, to buy, or 
otherwiſe to acquire the poſſeſſion of, any animal 
belonging to a Hottentot. The reaſon of this 
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is, that government having uſe for theſe an. 


Septemb. mals itſelf, chuſes to have the benefit of thi 


kind of traffic: the Hottentots, for a bott|: 
of brandy and a roll of tobacco a foot or ty 
long, with about a quarter of a rixdollar; 
worth of ſmall copper beads, generally ſelling 
a ſpare ox, worth at leaſt five or fix rixdollar, 
What makes them content with fo low a price 
is, that the factor for government (who is ge. 
nerally the corporal in Riet Valley) is their only 
chapman ; and beſides gives them to under. 
ſtand, that this traffic is a kind of tax, which i; 
laid every third year on the Hottentot nation, 
The irreſiſtible attractions of brandy, likewiſe, 
do not a little contribute on this occaſion, to 
induce the obſtinate and headſtrong Hottentot 
to part with his property. 


About noon we went to pay a viſit to a com. 
munity of Hottentots aſſembled on this ſpot, 


who received us very friendly, and invited usto 


drink ſome of their /ack-milk ; which, I be- 
lieve, nobody could have taſted, that had no! 
been as thirſty, and at the ſame time as cur: 
ous, as we. We ſaw then our greaſy, though, 
perhaps, not for that the leſs happy, hoſtels, 
open a leathern bag, that would hold about 
ſix gallons, and which was made of an ut 
dreſſed calt's-ſkin taken off entire, with tlic 
hairy fide turned inwards, in the manner | 
mentioned above on another occaſion, and at 
the ſame time lade ſome milk out of it with: 
wooden ladle, the only one they had, and 
which, though it was what we drank out 0, 
the dirtieſt kitchen-wench in Sweden would 
have been perfectly aſhamed of. But we wetc 


told, that ſweet milk was unwholefome, and 
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that therefore they always mixed it with the 1775. 
clouted milk in the leathern bag. They like- Se ptemb. 


wiſc aſſured us, that all this milk, thus mixed 
every day with freſh, to ſupply the place of 
what had been uſed, might be kept for many 
weeks as good as ever, without their having 
the leaſt occaſion to give themſelves the trouble 
of looking after it, or cleaning the bag in 
which it was kept. The taſte of it reſembled 
that of a ſyllabub. By way of acknowledg- 
ment, we gave our hoſts a roll of tobacco 
about fix inches long, which they ſeemed to 
conſider as a very magnificent preſent. 


A few gun ſhots from hence was ſeen an 
uncommonly large hut of a conic form. We 
were told, that in it there lived the Hottentot- 
Captain RundGanceR. I then aſked my hoſt, 
whether he belonged to the Captain's compa- 
ny, or was under his command? To which he 
aniwered, with a fly ſarcaſtic ſmile, that the 
command of a Hottentot Captain extended no 
farther than to his wife and children; and 
that, in fact, he might with equal propriety be 
called Major, or what elſe you pleaſe. Cap- 
tain, ſays he, is merely an empty title, for- 
merly beſtowed by the regency at the Cape on 
lome princes and patriarchs of the Hottentots, 
and particularly on fuch, as had diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by their fidelity to their allies, by 
betraying their countrymen, or by ſome re- 
markable ſervice. They have likewiſe had a 
Dutch furname, together with a commander's 
taff, beſtowed upon them; and both theſe, 
ke letters patent of nobility, have afterwards 
deicended in the way of inheritance to their 
ons. On the other hand, it is required of 

the 
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1775. the Captain, that he ſhall be a ſpy on the 

Septemb. other Hottentot's; and when ſearch is made 

after a deſerter, he is inveſted by the regency 

at the Cape with the chief authority, and con. 

ſequently trouble, throughout the whole of the 
buſineſs. 


Z 


On the receipt of this information, which 
ſince has been confirmed to me by ſever] 
others, we haſtened hence, in order to pay 
our reſpects to a man of ſo ancient and prince. 
ly a family as Ru NG ANR. The patriarch 
* was at that time ſitting and baſking himſelf be. 
i fore the door of his tent, and in this poſture 
A waited till we came up to him, in order to re- 
2 ceive us. He was ſomewhat above forty years 
"of of age, and of ſuch an embonpoint, as I never 
1 ſaw before nor ſince in one of his nation, 
WW This was in all probability occaſioned by hi 
1 great ſuperiority of wealth in the article of cat 
. tle, by which means he could live better than 
another, and at the ſame time lead a more in- 
dolent life, void of care and anxiety. Dy 
means of a little tobacco, and other trifling 
civilities, ſhewn @-propos to this illuſtrious iz 
mily, we in a manner gained his confidence, 
He could not forbear (though with ſome de. 
gree of caution and in gentle terms) making 
complaints of the Dutch, as unjuſt invaders ol 
the Hottentots territories. For want of ſtrengt! 
and power, (he ſaid) theſe latter were now no 
longer in a condition to withſtand their en 
croachments ; almoſt every day ſome Hotten- 
tot or other being obliged to remove with h 
cattle, whenever the paſture he was in poſlc- 
ſion of, happened to ſuit a coloniſt. The Hot 
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left undiſturbed in their poſſeſſions ; but now 


they had likewiſe elbowed him, though a Septemb. 


Captain, out of a more eligible ſituation ; and 
even began to grudge him the meagre and 
parched fields he was in poſſeſſion of nearer the 
ſea-ſhore ; notwithſtanding that they were ex- 
tremely dangerous for ſheep and cattle, both 
on account of the unhealthineſs of the ſituati- 
on, and its being expoſed to the incurſions of 
wild beaſts. He likewiſe complained of his 
own countrymen, that now they could ſeldom 
agree among themſelves, and were all particu- 
larly envious of him ; ſo that he could not ven- 
ture to ſell a ſupernumerary ox to a farmer, 
for fear leſt his own people and kindred ſhould 
tell tales of him to the landroſt of Zwellendam. 
[| had before this heard it ſaid, that, among 
the Hottentots, the youngeſt ſon was the prin- 
cipal, and, I had almoſt ſaid, the ſole heir. 
Captain RuxDGanceR actually confirmed to 
me the reality of this very peculiar law, in- 
forming me, that all his cattle, together with 
his title of Captain and his ſtaff, would, after 
his death, fall to the ſhare of his youngeſt ſon. 
As I was curious to ſee the enſign of his au- 
thority, or rather of his vaſſalage, I mean his 
Captain's ſtaft, he ſhewed me the cane he had 
in his hand, which was a ſhort and very plain 
Indian (or, as it is generally called, Spaniſh) 
bainboo, with a very indifferent copper head 
three inches long, which cane he was bound 
always to carry about him. I have mentioned 
before, that RunDcanctr's hut ſeemed of an 
unuſual ſize; in fact, it was three or four 
times larger than common, and ſo roomy as to 
allow of a bedchamber and wardrobe being 
parted off from it by means of mats. With 

Vo. I. 8 reſpect 


WOES” 
r \ { 
i 8 1 . Gr wy N ag [ e : 
WRC I EEE RT 3 . WIN OF n 
„%% ²˙ EA ANIL 


257 
1775. 


a LE 1 
2 yum 4 »\ -” 4 we e : 5 
<__— © "IL 1 . da, * 4 
- , A * — L 
> .- Sx eP +-Y ps . <q * — 8 7 3h, ä 
24 g Bl . ») 4. of WS 
— 


1 — . 
rer 
8 


- „ 
53534 


* 


n 8 4 0 n = 
S- * * * WP 4 * — — 
ved” A n — . 

* . * o - 1 e 9 4 


2 A IE Ces 


— » 
—— 


— ASSES — 
— 44 — — 
Gl . Fe > "EM 6 — 
A» - 


231 6 — wv 
. 


r - 
2 Ps 
* — 


—— — 


— . * > 
_—_— — Ir . 
"Fab 24 _—_— —— 4 and 
— n = 
„ — . 
f ge 2 b — 


* 
7 = fb WW * * 
© * N * R 4 
—— — . Tf wk, * 
hay 


1 , *,vu4 4 — " AY 5 
——— ES — A bees. = 
- 1 ... rr e 
5 2 E 2 © FA 
bn =» . * 


1775. reſpect to the building, it was compoſed «f 
Septemb. poles, placed ſo as to meet in a point at top, 


A VOYAGE To THE 


and afterwards covered with ſtraw, ſo that al. 
together it had the ſhape of a cone. It is pro. 
bable, that the title of Captain, hereditary in 
the Ru N DG ANGER family, had in ſome mes. 
ſure given them the idea of thus building theit 
huts in a more poliſhed and civilized ſtyle than 
the reſt of their countrymen; and I think it 
cannot be denied, but that a certain degree of 
ambition 1s abſolutely requiſite in the Hotten. 
tot people, in order to convert their craal: in. 
to more poliſhed and laborious communities; 
in like manner as this ſame paſſion, on the 
other hand, may be carried to ſuch a height 
in civilized nations, as to make them dege- 
nerate again into their priſtine inactivity and 
ſloth, and produce all the evils naturally conſe 
quent on ſuch an alteration of manners. 


Henceforward it would be too tedious and 
prolix, and indeed unneceflary, to give an ac- 
count of every day ſeparately, juſt as I wrote it 


down in my journal: as by that means remarks 


not diſſimilar to the preceding might chance 
to occur very frequently. From what has 
been already deſcribed, it will perhaps ealily 
be imagined, that our expedition conſiſted for 
the greater part of daily vexations, anxiety, and 
difficulties, very moderate pleaſures, and ti 
fling diſcoveries, the relation of which would by 
no means intereſt the generality of readers. | 
ſhall therefore make ſeparate mention of cer- 
tain days only, throwing all together in a pro 
milcuous manner, ſuch occurrences as happen 
ed on the reſt. 


We 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


We continued our route, paſſing over Duy- 
venhoeks-rivier, and taking the upper road 
through Rafferkuyls-rivier, and io on through 
Gaurit-rivier. From thence through a green 
vale, called Honing-Hlip (Hopey-rock;) from 
this place to and from Moy/e/-bay, then over 
Filein and Groot Brak-rivicrs into Houtniquas 
land, as far as is indicated by the dots on 
the map. 


Perhaps it may not be abſolutely without 
ule to remark in this place, that at Duyven- 
hoeks-rivier we firſt ſaw the dorn boom, or 
tree called mimo/a nilotica, which produces the 
gum arabic. This river juſt mentioned is deep, 
ard has rather 2 (trong current. Profeſſor 
Thunberg (it is faid) in riding over it, miſſed 
the ſhalloweſt part, and was in danger of be- 
ing drowned. 


Drooge and Natte (dry and wet) riviers were 
now both dried up. Kafferkuyle- or Palmit- 
rivier, was (till tolerably broad at the upper 
ford, and overgrown with palmites. The wa- 
ter, indeed, was dried up in molt places ; but, 
on the other hand, our oxen were obliged to 
drag the waggon through a mals of mud, that 
reached up to their bellies; and we ſhould cer- 
tainly, with our ordinary equipment, have 
ſtuck faſt in it, if a farmer had not lent us his 
ba/tard ſlave to drive the waggon over. This 
fellow had ſuch an incomparable knack of 
whipping the oxen up without intermiſſion, 
that they had not the leaſt opportunity to flinch 
irom the buſineſs. 
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Falſe-rivier is an inſignificant ſtream; but 


Septemb. the great quantity of butter-milk, which the 
farmer dwelling on its banks threw out here 


by pail-fulls, made a ſtream of ſome import. 
ance, notwithſtanding that five or ſix large 
dogs had previouſly drank their ſwill of it, 
not to mention what had been conſumed in the 
family. The farmer at this place was one of 
the greater farmers called graziers, whose 
whole income depended on grazing cattle. The 
milk was collected together from the milkings 
of two, three, or more days, and kept in a 
tub till they had an opportunity of churning it; 
which they uſually did every other or every 
third day, at leaſt part of it, in a veſſel that 
would contain between one and two hogſheads, 
The churn-ſtaff was raiſed and wrought by 
no leſs than two, and ſometimes four people, 
in the ſame way as the handle of a common 


pump. 


In this colony the people are neither notablc 
enough, nor indeed is it much worth their 
while, to preſs out all the butter, which miglt 
be ſeparated from their milk, as they do with 
us; on which account, likewiſe, I always 
found their butter-milk greaſy and rank in 
compariſon with ours. 


Hardly any body here troubles himſelf with 
fatting hogs, and this is the reaſon that they are 
ſo laviſh of their butter-milk. Thoſe farmers 
who have a tolerable ſhare of paſture ground 
and cattle, make from one thouſand eight hun 
dred to three thouſand five hundred pounds ol 


butter in a year. This quantity is carried , 
the 
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the Cape in one or two journies, and is fold at 
the rate of from three. to fix ſtivers a pound. 


The towns-people, that buy up this butter, 
ſell the greater part of it again to the ſhips, at 
a profit of from twenty to one hundred per 
cent, The more wealthy farmers derive this 
farther advantage from their grazing farms, 
that every other, or every third year, they can 
diſpoſe of eight or ten oxen, ſome to the 
butchers, others to the people that carry wood 
between the town and ſhore, and others again 
to other farmers that live nearer to the Cape; 
and having leſs room for grazing cattle, and a 
readier vent for their wine and meal, get their 
livelihoods entirely by cultivating the earth. 
Theſe graziers, likewiſe, derive an income more 
or leſs conſiderable from the ſale. of weathers. 
A number of theſe, from twenty to one hun- 
dred, they diſpoſe of yearly, at the rate of 
from fix ſchellings to a dollar the head, Dutch 
money. With all this, the vender needs not to 
{tir out of his own houſe; as the butcher's men 
go about, buying them up, and afterwards 
drive them in flocks conſiſting of ſeveral hun- 
dreds, and ſometimes even thouſands, to the 
ſlaughter-houſes at the Cape, about the times 
when the fleets are chiefly expected. A great 
number of the pealants in this country are 
termed grazing farmers or graziers, the chief, 
and ſometimes the whole of their income, de- 
pending on their breeding of ſheep. One of 
theſe graziers will, perhaps, be malter of one, 
two, or even three thouſand ſheep at a time. 
This is no unuſual circumſtance, particularly in 
the very dry parched plains in this country; 
ſuch 
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1775. ſuch as Cambdebo, Rogge- and Bokke-velgen, 
Septemb. (fields or plains) the great Ca ws, &c. all 
which, taken together, and including ſeveral 
ſmaller tracts of land, are, trom their qualities, 
diſtinguiſhed by the coloniſts by the name of 


Carrow-veld. 


It may be proper here to give a more accu- 
rate deſcription of theſe tracts of land, as well 
as of thoſe called by the coloniſts Zuur and 
Zoct. The Carrow-veld, taken in its moſt ex- 
tenſive ſignification, is horridly parched up 
and arid. In theſe parts, during the whole 
ſummer, or the warmer part of the year, there 
hardly falls a drop of rain. The ground is as 
dry and bare of graſs as a high road ; and the 
ſhrubs on it are, to all appearance at leaſt, 
dried up, and in a languiſhing ſtate. The earth, 


which at moſt times bears an arid meagre ap- 


w pearance, and at this time particularly, is, in 
. the manner juſt mentioned, diveſted of all its 
+ | lively verdure, looks naked, and being with! 
BE full of clefts and chinks in different places, 
—_ ſeems quite languiſhing with drought and WWF 
l thirſt, High and cold mountains of granite, , 
wr frequently to all appearance rich in iron ore, , 
BY ſurround theſe lands on all ſides. Here the , 
„ ſun ſcorches the traveller up with its te. 
= flected rays, and the ground almoſt burns 
= him through the ſoles of his ſhoes. In 2 
4 ſhort time totally relaxed, enervated and weak, WF . 
| he finds himſelf bathed in ſweat, and at the ſame : 
time as thirſty as the objects by which he is lur- WW , 
rounded; whilſt he is ſatiated even to diſguſt WW . 
with viewing the deſolateneſs of the vegetable W ; 
kingdom, and the reflections which ** 1 
gut 
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fight tends to inſpire. In winter, or the colder 
ſeaſon, on the other hand, there falls on the 
Carrow-veld a great quantity of rain, while the 
thunder daily and even hourly rolls with loud 
tremendous peals in the ſurrounding moun- 
tains, The clouds, which during this are col- 
jected almoſt inſtantaneouſly, fall down again 
in heavy ſhowers, that deluge both the hills 
and the plains. The earth, by this means re- 
freſhed, quickly receives the feeds and roots 
committed to its care, and particularly the 
ſucculent plants, which in a peculiar manner 
delight in this kind of foil, Upon this they 
loon become verdant, and throw out their ten- 
der bloſſoms, clothing the ground in the ver 
depth of winter with a ſummer garb, in all the 
ſplendor of magnificence and beauty. 


The ſucculent plants with which Flora at 
this time thus decks herſelf, while ſhe ſeems 
to deviate from the regular order of the ſea- 
ſons, are chiefly the following: ſeveral ſorts 
of meſembryanthemums, which grow in cluſters, 
with white, red, blue, but moſtly yellow flow- 
ers; craſſulas with red flowers; beſides- vari- 
ous ſpecies of cotyledons, ſtapelias, and euphor- 
DIAS. | 


All theſe, nay, the very tops of the euphor- 
bias are eaten by the ſheep, which even grow 
cxtremely fat upon. them; but, as in ſummer 
they have nothing elſe to ſuſtain themſelves 
with, they content themſelves with browzin 
on the ſhrubs and buſhes; and notwithſtand- 
ing this, do not by any means fare ill. The 
targer Kinds of cattle cannot make ſo good a 
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ſhift with mere ſhrubs, but are obliged to ſeek 


rivers; for which reaſon, where the inhabitants 
of the Carroto live in ſuch low ſituations, they 
remove in the ſummer up to the ridges of 
mountains and hills, where they find the uſual 
ſummer climate, with rain at intervals, plenty 
of graſs, and cool refreſhing breezes. In the 


winter, it is faid both to hail and ſnow on di- 


vers of the mountains; on which account the 
coloniſts leave them at that time, in order to 
enjoy in the Carrow, or lower fituations, the 
benefit of a mild winter, accompanied with 
rain and a delightful verdure, as I have de. 
ſcribed it above. Allured by the ſame advan. 
tages, the wild harts or gazells likewiſe come 
down into the plains, and are followed by the 
beaſts of prey. To the different ſorts of com 
the Carrow climate is ſo far unfavourable, that 
in caſe they are fowed in the winter or the rainy 
ſeaſon, they are (as I have been informed by 


the inhabitants, who have made many attempts 


of the kind) apt to be rotted by the too great 
abundance of water; and if put into the ground 
in ſummer, they cannot ſpring up on account 
of the great drought. Notwithſtanding all 
theſe natural diſadvantages, however, to the 
honour of the forecaſt and diligence of man 
in a ſtate of civilization be it ſpoken, one ver) 
frequently ſees, even in the parched and ry 
Carrow plains, fields of corn, kitchen-gardens, 
and vine-yards, verdant and flouriſhing in thc 
higheſt degree; while the wild plants around 


them die, or languiſh with drought. Thus re- 


markable appearance proceeds from the wate! 


being brought down at pleaſure from the w_ 
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CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


eſt mountains, and carried all over their fields 
and plantations. 


What are termed by the coloniſts the Zuur- 
velden, or Sour-fields, are ſuch as he ſomewhat 
higher and cooler than the ſhore, and thus are 
better ſupplied with rain than the other plains; 
which, however, abound more in graſs. The 
different ſorts of graſs here are likewiſe peren- 
nial, and coarſer than thoſe of the former; at 
the ſame time that their blades have a hairy 
roughneſs in them, and are broader. The 
cattle in theſe tracts of country are ſomewhat 

ven to chew unwholeſome ſubſtances, ſuch 
as thongs of leather, chalk, and bones; and 
are even accuſtomed, in failure of every thing 
elſe of the kind, to gnaw each others horns. 
This circumſtance, which ſeems to denote an 
acid in the ſtomach of the cattle, may, pro- 
bably, have given occaſion to the appellation 
beſtowed on theſe plains. Some of the Caffre 
plains are ſaid likewiſe to poſſeſs this acid qua- 
lity in ſo high a degree, as to occaſion the cat- 
tle at night, when ſhut up in their ſtalls, to 
gnaw each other's horns, by which means their 
norns have the appearance of carved work; 
a circumſtance which ought, therefore, by no 
means to be aſcribed, as it has been, to the 
manual operations of the Caffre herdſmen, or 
to the effects of imagination only. 


To conclude, with reſpect to the Zuur- vel. 
den, it is remarked by the coloniſts, that there 
is leſs milk in proportion, but more as well as 
better butter than in the Zoet-velden, though 
in thcle latter places the cattle get fatter. By 

the 


q7 Fa * os Oo 


1775. Wy! 
Septemb. $ 
— ——_ 11 


1 
| 
L 
14 
*K 
265 1 
ub 
#} 
! 
l 
| 
| 
| 


—— ——— — 


— — 


= : — | 
PF 2 1 — 
» WY _ 8 5 
=_ay 3 - — * 
. Eat. Seo Sets 
BT. TE. TD 4 — + 


a 
— — — 
4» ——Ay—lã — 


IR 


Py 7 4 
_ > — — — 
* $a I 
- — — — 
— 


ere 


— —_ 
— — — * 2 


— = —— — — 


9 


* 
3 


- * 
9 a . 
1 2 * * N 
8 . * 
_ — * — 


3 


3 
3 
4 * 
E 


* : 
ty, 
\ Bs 
p | 1 4 

1 * 
1 
: 4 G3 

4 * 4 
g . 

. 76 

0 . 
9 
7 
* 5 oy pi 
\ 1 
Y 3p 1. 

F4 1 

* 
Ay 
o 


— 

& * » . N 
„ RE IE” — we 
pegs i ed . Prey ns 


* 
& A "ECT" * 
Iu 


EEE OVER Hoe 


266 


Septemb. 


— 


A VOYAGE To TR 


1775. the Sweet-fields ( Zoet-velden) are meant ſuch 


places as do not correſpond to the delcriptions 
given above of the Zuur and Carrow-ell, 
Such ſpots as are low, rather ſandy, and ic 
near the ſhore, are given as inſtances of the 
Zoet plains; as the Zuur again are Hoying. 
klip, Houtniquas-land, and the greater part ul 
Lange-kloof and Cattre-land. 


For the purpoſe of feeding ſheep, the Car. 
row is conſidered as the beſt land, and the 
Zuur-velden the leaſt, if at all, fit. For ct. 
tle it has been found to anſwer better, when 
they could be removed off and on from obe 
of theſe kinds of land to the other. The con. 
ſtant and unequivocal experience of the colg- 
niſts, with regard to this point, agrees with 
the reſult of the practice of the Hottentots; 
though this, in fact, has its origin almoſt en. 
tirely in prejudice; for as ſoon as any of 
them, or of their cattle, fall ſick and die, or 
any other misfortune happens to, or even on 
threatens them, they immediately remove their 
ſtation. This, perhaps, is one of the principal 
cauſes that the cattle of the Hottentots, in 
ſome meaſure, keep up to their original ſtan: 
dard; whilit, on the contrary, thoſe of the 
chriſtians degenerate to a ſmaller race; and 
that chiefly in thoſe parts which lie nearer to 
the Cape, and therefore have been longer in. 
habited and cultivated. 


It has likewiſe been remarked, beyond a 
ſhadow of doubt, that ſuch places as before 
abounded in graſs, and were very fertile in 
corn and the produce of the kitchen-garden, 

are 
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uch are now fallen off conſiderably; ſo that it is 1775. 
om feared, that they mult in a ſhort time be given Septemb. 
. vp. The rhineceros-buſh (a ſpecies of 6 
e a dry-ſhrub, which is otherwiſe uſed to thrive 
the on barren tracts of land, now begins to en- 
ing croach more and more on ſuch places as have 
eh been thoroughly cleared and cultivated. When 
laſked the country people the reaſon of this, 
they would lay the blame on their ſins. Their 
r conſciences, probably, informed them, that 
the chere was great reaſon for ſo doing. One of 
cu. their fins which molt merited this puniſhment, 
when as having contributed moſt to the evil, might, 
one WE in this cafe, be reckoned their want of know- 
on. ing how to dreſs properly the foil they occu- 
colo. pied, and to manage it to the beſt advantage. 
with As the grounds that are newly broken up are, 
tots; in every country, and in all parts of the world, 
Lies more tertile than they can be expected to be 
y d alter ſome time, 1t 1s no wonder, that the lands 
e, ot in Africa at preſent require more dreſſing and 
onh manuring than the coloniſts think proper to 


their beſtow on them; but which is abſolutely ne- 


ncipa ceſlary, in order to keep them up in that de- 

he gree of heart and ſtrength which they have be- 
9 3 p . . * . 

ſtan- ore, during a period ol many ages, had time 

f the o acquire. 

and "7 2 | 5 

1 In direQ contradiction to the cuſtom and 

1 example of the original inhabitants the Hot- 

ö 


tentots, the coloniſts turn their cattle out con— 
tantly into the ſame fields, and that too in a 
much greater quantity than uſed to graze there 
En the time of the Hottentots; as they keep 
E ot only a number ſufficient for their own ule, 
ut likewiſe enough to ſupply the more plen- 
Litul 
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tiful tables of the numerous inhabitants gt 
Cape Town, as well as for the victualling of 
the ſhips in their paſſage to and from the Lal. 


Indies with freſh, and even with ſalted pray, 


ſions. In conſequence of the fields heing 
thus continually grazed off, and the great in. 
creale of the cattle feeding on them, the 
graſſes and herbs which theſe animals mo 
covet are prevented continually more anc! more 
from thriving and taking root; white, on the 
contrary, the rhinoceros-buſh, which the cattk 
always paſs by and leave untouched, is ſufter. 
ed to take root free and unmoleſted, and en. 
croach on the place of others: ſo that thiz 
ought to appear the leſs ſtrange to the cob. 
miſts, as this puniſhment for their ſins (as the 
call the rhinoceros-buſh,) together with ſevera 
other dry barren ſhrubs By buſhes, is found 
in greater abundance than any where elle neat 
their farms, the place where the cattle ar 
chictly uſed to feed. Notwithſtanding the 
inconveniencies, the coloniſts remain immo 
able in their ſtone houſes; while, on the co 
trary, the Hottentots (and this was the caſel! 
former times) on the leaſt panic remove tel 
huts and cattle to another place, ſo that tit 
graſs is no where eaten off too cloſe. Toge 
ther with this diminution of paſturage, the 
bs another circumitance which contributes 10 

a little to the degeneracy of the breed; ti 
is, that the calves, on account of the gre 
quantity of butter made, (which never "un 
the caſe with the Hottentots) are reared ! 
with lets milk than formerly. In the mel 
time, if they go on in this manner, the pte. 


lage of the country people may chance to pro 
true; 
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true, viz. that many ſpots that are now inha- 1775. 


bited and cultivated, muſt be relinquiſhed and Septemb. 


ſuffered to lie waſte. . But it may likewiſe hap- 
en, that time and reſt may at length reſtore 
to the ſoil the heart and ſtrength, which the 
coloniſts have deprived it of; and that the 
graſs and herbage may, in their turn, have an 


| opportunity of extruding the ſhrubs and buſh- 


es, after having received the protection of the 


4 ſhelter and ſhade of theſe latter; and after 
having, by undergoing a kind of putrefaction, 
made themſelves a foil more fertile and better 


adapted to their nature. 


It is alſo not impro- 


bable, that the game, finding more ſecurity 
from the ſportſmen here than formerly, may 
E reſort hither in great numbers: and it is well 
known, that in feeding they make a more equal 
E diviſion between the graſs and buſhes than the 
ordinary cattle do; nay, it may happen, that 
the gazell's dung and other accidental circum- 
ſtances, which people here have neglected to 
make trial of, may come to extirpate the rhi- 


noceros- buſh in its turn. 


The animals which 


occur only in Africa are, in my opinion, as 
much deſigned for the plants peculiar to this 
climate, as the plants are for the animals. 
be rein- deer, for inſtance, an animal deſtined 
by nature for the climate of Lapland, and for 
the moſs with which it is covered, by botaniſts 
called ichen rangiferus, is in that place domeſ- 
ticated with the greateſt advantage; where, 
however, cattle would thrive very ill. The 
9 elk, another of nature's kind preſents to our 
E climate, was formerly conſidered as a fit ſub- 


cd for the chace only, (which, in fact, was 
EF the chief employment of moſt nations, and 
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1775- even of the moſt ſavage) till our more con. 
ptemb. derate countrymen and truly zealous Patriot; 


the Barons ALSTROEMMER, by propoſing pt. 
miums and by other methods, endeavoured i 
make this ſtately, ſtrong, and ſwift- footed an. 
mal likewiſe domeſtic, and thereby more {; 
viceable to the country it inhabits. Induce 
by theſe examples, the African coloniſts ough 
to take it into ſerious conſideration, whether 
by extirpating the game, they are not in realiy 
laying waſte their country, and rendering it 
deſert. 


It is ſaid, that a farmer once attempted 
deſtroy and extirpate all the rhinoceros-buke 
on his lands by fire, but that they afterward 


grew up again more vigorous than ever; 5 


that, as well with reſpec to the effects of the 
induſtry of man as to the more. immedi: 
operations of nature, it is not at all unlike), 
that future ages may ſee this part of Afra 
entirely changed and different from what ith 
at preſent. 


Gaurits-rivier is likewiſe called Goud*s-rivitt, 
probably, from the reſemblance in ſound be 
tween theſe two words; or elſe from the lit 
ter word being more eaſy to pronounce, all 
not with any reference to gold, to which | 
might otherwiſe ſeem to allude. This rt 
which, farther to the northward, is liken 
called Olifant*s-rivier, is one of the molt cor 
ſiderable in this part of Africa: and thougd! 
was at that time in a great meaſure dried ug 


there was yet a ſtrong current, and it was wy 


gerous to ford over, as it was not only def 
broas 
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broad and pretty deep at the fording-place, 2 bl 
but made a particular bend there; ſo that we Seßtemb. 
ſhould have been badly oft, if we had not 


conf, | 
j 
8e fortunately happened to have been told of it | [| 


triots 


= 1 in good time. 1 
e h. he banks of the river were extremely bigh $i 
"ducel and quite perpendicular, excepting juſt at the bl | 
N. Y place waere tie paſſage was. The water ſome- Wn 
rhcthe W times ſwells fo ſuddenly and unexpectedly as "i 
| reality to come unawares upon travellers, even while 
me 12 they are paſhig over it, and either drown them 

or carry them out to ſea. A peaſant, who 

@ ſome time before made a halt at night near | 
wpted iv BW the ford of this river, had, by an unexpected 9 
s-bulte E flooding, been waited away and loſt, with his {i 
ervu BN ute and children, and the waggon in which 0 
* E they were ſleeping. ih 
g of the 1 
medi "The reaſon of theſe ſudden floods is partly j 
unlike), | the haſty melting of the ſnow on the various [ 
{ Alam mountains which le to the northwards, by 
wat u ane partly the falling of heavy rains in the ex- 5 

E tcohve Carrow-ficld, lying to the north of q 
\ „s {pot ; in which plain Oliphants or Gaurits- 1 
vier, by means of divers ſmall branches, has £2 
ound bens lource, as is partly ſhewn in the map. 1 
n the *, 1 
1 E Going from Gaurits-rivier, and afterwards f 
which | 


from Honing-Hlip, which is a narrow vale, we 
Wcpt to the right, in order to get to Mofel-bay, 
d lo over the Braꝶ rivers to the Houtniquas 


his rive! 
s Uke 


moit CB reſts; we having been particularly adviſed 0 
thovg" pot to go as yet to Lange-kloof, as, on account _ 
dried "pf : great drought and deficiency of rain then 81 
t was (at Wublilting in thoſe parts, our cattle would run 1 
only he riſk of being famiſhed. i 
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4M 1775 The Brak rivers have got this apnellatic 
3 Septemb. from the quality of their waters, which * 
44 hrackiſh or faltiſh, in conſequence of the { 
1 4 coming up into them, and occaſioning in the 
I cattle which are not uſed to them a trouble. 
5A ſome diarrhoea. Of this circumſtance I yy 
* ignorant, and conſequently my oxen were 2. 
* tacked with this complaint; by which the 
20 were ſo much debilitated, that I was oblige 
* to leave my waggon on a bill, till a peaſant i 
27 Houtniquas drove thither with a team of hi 
1 oxen to bring it off. 

1 Juſt below the farm that lies to the weſtwar 
7 of little Brak-rivier, and is called Geellal. 
if valley, there is a tract of about two-thirds d 
Wo an acre of land, which is always bare of plant 
1 and in part covered with a hoar froſt. Ii 
1 was miſtaken by the coloniſts for ſaltpetre, bu 
* was, in fact, nothing more than fine ſez-fal 
1 When this kind of hoar froſt appeared i 


greater abundance than common, the neigh 
bouring inhabitants looked on it as a certait 
ſign of an impending fall of weather. 
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I viſited Myel-bay on horſeback. This h. 
bour, though it lies rather open to the calterj ; 
winds, and is not reſorted to by ſhips, exc 
in cales of extreme neceſſity, might, howen 
in many reſpects prove very uſeful, were 
better known. | 
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On a ſtone hereabouts is engraved an inf 
ſcription as follows: Captain SWENFINGER, "ME 
the Daniſh ſhip the Kron-Prinſeſs, 1752. VM 
inhabitants informed us, that the ſhip NF. 
alluded to had been driven in there by a f 


FN 


ati 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 273 
lation WE and run aground ; and that ſome of the ſail- 1775. 
ch as ors having ſwam aſhore and got a couple of SPtemb. 
he fra lines, by means of them a ſtout rope had been 
in tie ſtretched from the ſhip's maſt to the ſhore; 
ouble. vpon this, which thus had a floping direction 
| w given to it, a large metal ring was hung, to 
ere d. which every one of the crew ſeparately was 
h ther tied faſt, and ſlid on ſhore one after the other, 
obliged N when the ring was immediately brought back 
ant i again to the ſhip by means of a line. When 
of lj E the ſtorm was over, part of the lading was 


E faved, and taken to the Cape in waggons. 
The country people who lived neareſt the ſpot 


eltwar aſſured me, that ſhips would frequently ma- 
»celbel WW nccuvre at the mouth of the harbour, as though 
hirds d they were in ſearch of the port, but could not 
f plants 4 rightly tell where to look tor it; one in parti- 
t. Th q cular, was ſaid to have fired ſeveral guns as 
etre, bu E ſignals of diſtreſs, before ſhe ventured in. The 
ea. ul. reaſon of this was ſuppoſed to be, that the 
ared place is caſily miſtaken, as from the charts peo- 
e neige Wl ple are induced to look for an iſland here; 


a cetta i which, however, is, in fact, nothing more than 
a low inconſiderable rock, which at flood lies 


for the greater part under water, and muſt ne- 


This he ceſſarily appear to the ſhips that are running 
0 ealter\ into it as if it was joined to the land; and, in- 
s, ec deed, it was partly this circumſtance that was 


how!" the occaſion of Captain SwENFHINOGER's misfor- 
„ Wie? 1 tune: and it is ſaid, that on the whole coaſt 
between Falſe- bay and Maſſeltbay there is no 
nunchorage to be found. In fact, it ſeems as if 

ved an J government wiſhed to keep navigators in ſome 
[NGEF degree in the dark with reſpect to Mqſel. bay, 
52. as a ſtore-houſe with a flag-ſtaff, which the 
{hip her captain of a Daniſh veſſel had erected there, 
by a "Bas deſtroyed immediately after his departure 
"= Vo. I. * from 
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1775. from the place; and at the ſame time, | 
Septemb. buildings prohibited within ſight of the har. 
" bour. This conduct is certainly not founded 
on the ſoundeſt policy; for a more accurate 
knowledge of Mofſel-bay, may be the future 
means of ſaving ſome veſſel, which may hy 
ſtreſs of weather be forced to run into it, Be. 
ing convinced of this from divers conſiderat. 
ons, and no one having given any deſcription 
(at leaſt in print) of this harbour, I think it 
my duty, till farther information 1s given on 
this ſubject, to communicate the reſult of my 
obſervations, however imperfect, upon it, 
There was not a boat to be found in the 
bay, therefore I cannot give the ſounding, 
By means of the compaſs I had brought vith 
me I marked out the ſhore here, having in 
veſtigated it, partly on foot and partly on 
horſeback, as far as is indicated by the dots 
in the map. The Danes who ran aground her 
aſſured the inhabitants, that there was a good 
ſandy bottom for anchorage; and that the 
ſmall bend or inlet to the ſouth weſt, had depti 
of water ſufficient to contain a ſhip. 
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For the purpoſe of getting acquainted witi 
the harbour, ſuppoſing the reader to have . 
quired a previous knowledge of the latitude, 
and to have compared it with the ſmall portion 
that I have pricked out on my map, it maj 
likewiſe be of uſe to him to be informed, that 
the north, or north-weſt ſhore, 1s without an) 
rocks or ſtones, being compoſed of verdatt 
hills covered with ſhrubs and buſhes, except 
ing juſt at each of the ſpots, where Heerte and 
Kleine Brak rivers empty themſelves ; the fan 


thereabouts having been raiſed up to ſome 
| | height 
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CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


ed on the verdure of the proſpect. 
weſt ſhore, on the contrary, is very ſtony and 
mountainous; though juſt at the water: ſide it 
is low, one place excepted, which, at a very 
ſmall diſtance from the water, appears with a 
rock-head, as it is called, or a rocky hill, flat 
on the top, which at the ſea-fide is perpen- 
dicular. 


It is, probably, not difficult to land here 
with boats in fair weather; but at this time, 
the bay was greatly agitated by a wind from 
the ſea; and the height of the water, which 
continued even in the afternoon, prevented us 
from catching oyſters, which, we were inform- 
ed, might otherwiſe have been met with at 
this place. Watering muſt be a very tedious 
and laborious buſineſs, as things are ſituated 
here at preſent; for there is only one very in- 
conſiderable rill of freſh water here, which 
runs down into the above-mentioned inlet, 
where the anchoring-place is; but at the diſ- 
tance of a few ſtones throw from the ſtrand, 
is the well-ſpring itſelf, of ſuch a width and 
depth, as to give one reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
one might fill with eaſe a couple of hogſheads 
at a time with freſh, clear, and well-taſted wa- 
ter. By properly purifying this water, and 
making a conduit for it, there might poſſibly 
be ſtill an alteration made for the better. In- 
deed, I know many inſtances, where by dig- 
ging a tolerably deep pit near a ſhore, particu- 
larly if it were ſandy, freſh water has been ab- 
lorbed into the pit and filled it. This likewiſe 
renders credible an account that I heard from 

| TA ſome 


275 
height by the ſea- wind, ſo as to have encroach- 1775. 


The ſouth- Septemb. 
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1775. ſome peaſants in Houtniquas, that being on: 

Septemb. hunting party near the mouth of Brak-rivier, 

and finding themſelves extremely thirſty, it 

came into their heads to make an experiment, 

and ſtick a reed to the depth of a foot and 

half into the ſand near the level of the ez, 

when, contrary to their expectation, in x 

ſhort time they were enabled to ſuck yy 

wh through their reed a quantity of freſh and 
1 well-taſted water. 
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C H W VOL 


Journey through the Houtniquas. 


OUTNISUAS Land, which is a woody 1555. 
tract of country, is ſuppoſed to commence Septemb. 
to the eaſtward of Groote Brak-rivier, and to 


extend to Keurebooms-rivier, which empties 
itſelf into Algoa-bay. To the northward this 
diſtrict is entirely ſeparated from Lange Kloof, 
by a long and very high range of mountains, 
extending from eaſt to welt. Along the fide 
of theſe mountains runs a wood, to the trees, 
herbs, and general properties of which, the 
deſcription 1 gave of Groot Vaders Boſch is 
equally applicable. 


On the weſtern ſide of Reerom-river, or the 
hither ſide of Houtniquas, between the wood 
juſt ſpoken of and the ſea- ſhore, there are ex- 
tenſive plains of indifferent graſs. There are 
likewiſe in the vales near the ſhore, ſome woody 
tracts of land and ſtreams of freſh water ; fo 
that two farmers have lately made a new ſettle- 

ent here, who will find no difficulty in get- 
ting their livelihood, in the ſame manner as the 
other tarmers do, who have ſet themielves 
down in the upper and more extenfive fide of 
the foreſt, by felling of timber, and at the 
lame time they may fow corn and rear cattle 

ſufficient 
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1775. 
Septemb. milies. The tract of country lying between 
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ſufficient to anſwer the demands of their fa- 


Keerom and Keurebooms-riviers, makes the in. 
ternal part of Houtniquas, and is ſaid to be 
almoſt entirely covered with woods. This part 
I had no opportunity to viſit, and therefore 
was obliged to be contented with putting down 
on the map the farms and rivers as well as! 
could conceive them from an account, which, 
however, was not very accurate or diſting, 
given me by a farmer, who had travelled : 
good deal in that diſtrict. 


Reerom-rivier (or Turnabout-rivier) in which 
the ſmaller branches Zwart-rivier and Trali- 
diku meet, has obtained its name from the cir 
cumſtance of the perſon who firſt travelled this 
way, having been obliged to turn back at this 
river, on account of the denſe and almoſt im. 
penetrable foreſts that grew every where by 
the ſide of it. 


Feurebooms-rivier is perhaps ſo called, after 
a tree of the ſame name (the /ophora capenſe, 
Linn.) On this kind of tree there is found 
a great quantity of gum, reſembling that ot 
the cherry-tree, but not ſo adheſive. I have 
hardly ever ſeen a tree of this kind any where 
elſe, excepting a few at Bay Fa!ſo and in Con. 
ftantia diſtrict. 


Algoa-bay is faid not to have been once viſt- 
ed by the ſhips, ſince Houtniquas has been in- 
habited and cultivated. It was thought, how- 


ever, that the harbour was very fit for ule, 


and convenient both for wooding and watering, 


of both which articles there is a great abund- 
ancè. 


cl 


aVe 
cre 


iht- 


OV 


uſe, 


ing, 
und- 
Ace. 


7 
oy 
' 4 

1 

3 

_ 
737 A 4 

' 4-2 


WEEN Ag TEEN yore 
* "IK i ial ==, N 1 
—_— 1 +} = « . I 0 
. Stk 
Wow i. Fakes XL AH 
e. . 1 
n — As % 4 
3 (7 of ve T \ 
= 8 It C RI 
2 12 
TG 4 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


ance. It is pretty much expoſed to the ſea- 
do not blow with ſuch violence here as at the 
Cape. I could get no farther oral information 
with reſpect to this harbour; but a deſcription 
of the coaſt that I have met with, ſays, that 
the weſtern creek lies in lat. 33 deg. 55 min. 
and that from the outermoſt point a reef ex- 
tends about a mile out; and that in the place, 
where the bay bends in two leagues to the weſt, 
ſhips may he at anchor in good ground, well 
ſheltered from the north-eaſt, north-weſt, and 
ſouth winds. There is, however, in this ſame 
deſcription an erroneous obſervation, viz. that 


no other than brackiſh or lalt-water is to be 
got at Mofſel-bay. 


Algoa-bay, which I have (briefly mentioned 
above, I have been obliged to' be content with 
laying down in my map, merely in conſequence 
ot ſome hints given by M. Abolr Hus Bu&TZ, 
captain of a Swediſh | Eaſt-Indiaman, on the 
authority of ſame old chart. The deſcription 
of the coaſt before referred to, moreover 
mentions, that Algoa-bay is a deep inlet, where 
there is abundance of wood and freſh water; 
and alſo that in ſailing into it, one finds from 
twenty-four: to ten fathom of water, with a 
reet extending a league into the fea ; which, 
however, if there be occaſion for it, may 


be Ai by running round to 0 north 
of it. 


inaſmuch as the bays above-mentioned (ſet- 
ting aſide another in Krakekamma) ſeem very 
well adapted for uſe, at leaſt for that of ſmall 
crait, the ſhipping and navigation between 
them 


*79 


755. 
winds; though, on the other hand, the winds: Septemb. 
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1775. them and the Cape ought to be very confi 
Septemb. derable. | | 


However extenſive the colony is, yet it can- 

not be conſidered ;at preſent in any other light 

than that of a proportionably large but weakly | 
conſumptive body, in which the circulation of | 
trade is very: flow. and-fluggiſh ; as between the 
more diſtant members and the: heart, or the 7 
internal provinges and the Cape, there is only j 
once a car a circulation of commodities, by 
means of the ordinary waggons; but if this t 
body, thus half ſtifled as it were, had air giy- d 


en to it, by opening all the harbours, trade, a 
manufactures, - and agriculture would doubt c 
leſs have new life intuſed into. them. A far. Ic 
mer, for inſtance, has a hurdred hours“ had ir 
driving to get his timber from Mr/e/-bay to the f. 
Cape, and a ſtill longer and more laboricus tl 
journey from Houiniquas. The ſeventy of WW a 
eighty rixdollars he can get for a load of it, WW a 
drawn by ten oxen, (including the felling of WW B 
it and bringing it in) hardly pay him for his WW m 
time and trouble; but at the fame time his at 
commodity comes to the towns-men at the ot 
Cape dear enough at that price; as a ſpar about W fa 
twenty feet in length and one in diameter, cc 
comes to five rixdollars, and ſo in proportion ha 
for boards and planks. From hence it may ne 
eaſily be imagined, that building is ex- b 
tremely expenſive at the Cape; and that WW tt 
conſequently many people muſt ſet themſelves fo 
down content without thoſe conveniencies of W E. 
life, for which, however, the country has ſuf WW on 
cient materials. The farmer muſt, therefore, {MW wv 
$ 10} 

* For an explanation of this word ſee page 140. 112 


necel- 


{i 


CAPE or. GOOD HOPE. 


neceſſarily buy again, at ſo much a dearer rate, 


his own timber, wrought up into caſks, wag- Se 
gons, and other neceſſary articles of joinery 


work; as he is obliged to carry them all the 
way by land to and from the Cape, merely to 
have the iron work put on them, ſuppoſing 
that in other reſpects he is able, or has proper 
tools for making them at home. The com- 
pany itſelf, therefore, is likewiſe forced to allot 
ſeveral public buildings at the Cape for ſtore- 
houſes, and to have the greater part of their 
timber brought from Batavia, and ſome of it 
directly from Europe; in which latter place, 
as is well known, it muſt be paid for in ſpe- 
cie; by which means the nation ſuffers a great 
loſs, inaſmuch as the colony actually has with- 
in itſelf at S7/:camma a thick impervious foreſt, 


| from whence the beſt kinds of trees, many of 


them indeed very rare in Europe, ought to be, 
and in fact might with eaſe, and to the great 
advantage of the company, be fetched *or ſale. 
By a navigation eſtabliſhed between the above- 
mentioned ports, not only would the tranſport- 
ation of timber be facilitated, but likewiſe all 
other articles produced in the country. The 
farmers, who, for inſtance, might put their 
corn and butter on board of barges in Rrake- 
kamma-bay, would by that means avoid a jour- 
ney of four hundred aufs over land (including 
both going and returning) which generally 
taxes them up ſeveral weeks. Every peaſant 
for ſuch a journey as this has two or three 
Hottentots, one to lead the .oxen, and either 
one or two to drive the ſpare team; beſides 
which, his wife often goes with him, either 
for the purpole of having her children bap- 
ted at the Cape; or elſe for fear of being at- 

tacked 
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1775. tacked by the Hottentots in her huſband's ah. 
Septemb. ſence. Thus, taking it at the loweſt, ang 
| reckoning only three perſons and twenty oxen 
for thirty days, it ſtands a great many farmer 

in ninety days- work of themſelves and men, 

and ſix hundred of their cattle, in order to 
make one turn with their butter to market, 

and ſo in proportion for ſuch as are leſs diſtant, | 
Hence it is evident, that many thouſand days | 

work are unneceflarily loſt and thrown away | 
every year in leading to the Cape, which, by WF ; 
means of the navigation I ſpeak of, might be c 
much more profitably beſtowed on the orchards WF |} 

and the vineyards, the corn fields and the paſ- 0 


tures. Induſtry, trade, and wealth, would in Oit 

that caſe flow of themſelves, as it were, into WWW + 

their now deſert harbours, and convert then m 

into marts, and, perhaps, ſtaple towns. 0 

Flax is ſaid not to thrive well in this climate; le 

but hemp, which is cultivated both by the h. 

Hottentots and the coloniſts merely for the li: 

purpoſe of repleniſhing the pipes of the former w 

I with it inſtead of tobacco, I have ſeen ſucceed WW th 
5 very well, and in a vigorous ſtate; conſequent. WF ſe 
A ly, were there any induſtry in this part of the WW m 
= world, the people in the country, as well as di 
4 thoſe in the town, might work it up into ſheet WF re 
ing, ſacking, ſail-cloth, cordage, and other an 

articles, to their own evident advantage and ab 

that of the company; or, in one word, witha bu 

great ſaving to the whole nation. an 


Manufactories of every kind might likewiſe 
be eſtabliſhed at theſe harbours and other ſuit- of 


able places: for inſtance, for the purpoſe oi WW ma 
working up the wool of the country, (which W as 
is 
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is now quite thrown away,) at leaſt into coarſe 1775. 
cloth and ſtockings ; theſe being at preſent Septemb. 
bought at a very dear rate by the company. 

for the uſe of its ſlaves and the garriſon. 


The towns-people, indeed, and farmers of 
the colony, get the woollen goods they want at 
a rather cheaper rate from the ſhips belonging 
to foreigners; but likewiſe by that means, 
pay in a manner a heavier tax to the foreigner 
than to the company ; which, however, might 
get a ſum equal and even ſuperior to this, if it 
bought up the wool of the country's produce 
on its own account, and, after manufacturing 
it, fold the goods ſo manufactured at a reaſon- 
able price. I did not find more than one far- 
mer who knew how to turn his wool to any 
account, This was a German, who taught his 
wife and female ſlaves to ſpin it, and make to- 
lerable good ſtockings of it. On the other 
hand, I have ſeen many of the farmers, that 
lived at a great diſtance from the town, go 
without ſtockings and out at the elbows, 
though at the ſame they were in poſſeſſion of 
ſeveral hundred ſheep. This proceeded as 
much from the dearneſs of wool, as from their 
diſtance from the town; and it is for the ſame 
realon, that the yeomen in ſome places here 
and there in Roggeveld, let their children run 
about juſt like the Hottentots, with nothin 
but a ſheep-ſkin hanging over their ſhoulders, 
and without a rag of linen on their backs. 


wile For want of artizans and mechanics, many 
ſuit- of the more diſtant farmers are obliged to 
e oO! WW make and mend their own ſhoes and clothes, 
hich s well as they can, themſelves; and make 

is i {hift 
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ſhift with a few cracked veſſels of earthen. 
Septemb. ware, which they have been ſo lucky as to 
bring all the way home from the Cape, with. 
out farther damage, for the uſe of their 
houſhold. | 


There is not a ſhadow of doubt, but that 
the colony is able to maintain all the artizan; 
and manufacturers it has occaſion for. The 
tracts of country neareſt to the Cape have, on 
account of the greater vent they. have for 
their commodities, not only been able to cul. 
tivate wine and corn ſufficient for their own 
uſe and that of the town, but likewiſe in ſuch 
quantities, as to fend a great deal to Europe 
and the lile de France. In the fame propor- 
tion might the culture of the lands be increal. 
ed round about the harbours above-mention- 
ed, or other marts properly ſituated for the 
purpoſe. Thouſands of plots of land, which, 
on account of the long way it 1s from them 
to the Cape, are now left in their original ſtate, 
would by this means produce as much com 
and wine, as would be ſufficient to exchange 
with the wares of the artificers and trades- 
people in the town. Beſides this, the advan 
tages ariſing from the grazing of cattle would 
rather increaſe than diminiſh, if the tray 
and paſturage were managed better for the 
advantage of the cattle, than they are 
preſent. 


As, agreeable to the ſcheme propoſed above, 
many of the journies now made to the Cape 
might be avoided, a great many oxen might 
be diſpenſed with, which are now kept mere) 
for this purpoſe; and in their ſtead milch 
cov 
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» W cows might be kept to increaſe the quan- 19775. 
. tity of milk, butter and cheeſe, in order to Septemb. 
Ir anſwer the conſumption of an increaſed num- 
ber of people. 
1 With regard to the threſhing of corn and 
Ns manuring the land, operations which at pre- 
he WH ſent are either ill- performed, or elſe entirely 
on WW negleQed, there is much to be noticed, with 
or a view to prevent that deterioration of the ara- 
ul. ble land and paſturage, which is obſerved to 
wn take place in ſuch ſpots as have been cultivat- 
ich ed for any length of time. The planting of 
pe olive and mulberry- trees, together with the 
or- importation and proper management of ſilk- 
cal. worms, would probably, likewiſe, be uſeful 
on. acquiſitions to the colonies, ſerving to aug- 
the ment its population, as it would indubitably 
ich, be a peculiar advantage to the company to 
nem find the people, who bear the burden of all 
ate, WW the taxes paid by the colonies, by means of 
com We theſe and other inſtitutions, more flouriſhing 
ange and wealthy, and at the ſame time exceeding- 
des- ly multiplied for the defence of the country. 
van. By theſe methods the company would in time 
ould be able, in ſome meaſure, to collect from 
tray the Cape that force, both military and naval, 


r the which is fo highly neceſſary for the defence of 
e at its more opulent ſettlements in the Eaſt-Indies; 
and which at preſent, in a manner utterly diſ- 
| graceful to the Dutch Eaſt-India company and 


boxe, to human nature, is recruited by the mean 
Cap: low wiles and artifices of crimps and kidnap- 
might pers in Holland, which I ſhall expatiate upon 
zerely WW bereafter. 

milch 


cov3 i Divers 


7 1 Fo 2 * 
e 
J 9 7 


„ 


286 A VOYAGE ro Tae 


1775, Divers private perſons, againſt whoſe inte. 
Septemb. reſts it will ſeem at firſt to militate, that the 
navigation from the bays which I have ju 
been recommending, ſhould take place, will 
probably, find many ſpecious reaſons to urge 
againſt it; but theſe will be eaſily overthroyn 
by ſuch as know the nature of affairs in this 
country, and are patriotically inclined toward 
the company. It is to be feared, indeed, that 
many who have had the direction and govern- 
ment of the colony, have either not under. 
ſtood, or elſe have not troubled their head; 
with any thing that did not reſpect their own 
emolument; or elſe have thought that pry: 8 
dence required, that the coloniſts ſhould be op. . 
preſſed and kept in poverty, in order to pre- 
vent them from revolting. But it is neceſſary 
only to know the colony a little better than Nat 
they do, in order to diſcover, in the moſt clear 
and evident manner, that their great foreſight 
and caution would, in this caſe, be carried too 
far. Moreover, the beſt and ſoundeſt princi 
ples of policy teach us, that it 1s not their 
wealth and ſtrength, but an invidious and op: 
preſſive government, that can induce the colo. 
niſts to think of revolting, in hopes of a chang 
for the better. Let the members compoling 1 
ſtate be wealthy, and they will make uſe of al 
their ſtrength and power to maintain the autbo- 
rity and conſequence of a government on whicl 
their own entirely depends. By conſequence, 
the ſtrength and power of coloniſts is dange 
ous only for tyrants and external enemies; 
while, on the other hand, their weaknels peci 
liarly tends to the advantage of the latter. Bu 
enough has been ſaid upon this ſubject, and! 
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& is fit that I ſhould return to my account of 1775. 
be Houtniquas land. Ceptemb. 
uſt 

Ill The animals to be found there are elephants, 
ge lions, tigers, tiger-cats, wolves or hyænas, 
wn black monkies, a kind of badger, buffaloes, 
his hart-beeſts, boſch-boks, gnometies, grys-boks, 
rd; and hares. 

bat 

rn. The elephants are now, by being ſhot at con- 
det. tinually, in a great meaſure expelled from 
ad, Houtniquas, and have taken refuge on the other 
own fide of Reurebooms-rivier, in the woody, and 
pru- almoſt entirely unexplored country of Sitſi- 
op- kamma. p 

pre- 

flary The lions are extirpated from Houtniquas, 
than WWF at leaſt, they now make no conſtant abode 
cleat there; and thoſe that now and then go thi- 
ſight ther from Sithkamma, or from the other ſide : 
doof Lange Klogfs mountains, are ſoon diſcovered 
rinc- and ſhot. 

their 

d or BF The 7zigers, or more properly leopard, (for 
colo. they ſeem rather to belong to that ſpecies) are 
hang not ſo caſily extirpated, as their lurking-places 
ſing 2 WF in the foreſts are hardly to be found. In theſe 
of parts, indeed, one ſeldom hears of their hav- 
autuo- WF ing the courage to attack mankind; though 
whict one cannot reckon one's ſelf ablolutely ſafe 
uence, WF irom their depredations. 

anger Wi 

emics; WF Neither wolves nor black monkies are very 
s pech common here. I have already told the reader 
y I | what I know concerning theſe animals. 

an I | 
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1975. The ſort of badger to which I allude, is called 
Septemb. by the inhabitants berg-varken, or mountain- 
pig. Theſe animals are ſaid to be found like. 
wiſe” nearer the Cape, and have a long, ex- 
tremely harſh, and ſomewhat blackiſh coat, 
I was told, that they are about a foot and 3 
half high, and have their holes and hiding. 
places underneath ſtones, and particularly on 
the tops of mountains, from whence they never 
peep out but of nights. I had not the good 
fortune to ſee any of them. This animal muſt 
not be confounded with the aard-varken, or 
earth- pig, which, probably, is a ſpecies of n. 
nis (the /czard ecailleux of Bu Fro, ) and which 
is ſaid to be found in conſiderable numbers in 

the diſtrict of Zwartland. 


There have been, in all likelihood here, 
formerly hartbee/ts, as Hartbee/t-arift, a ſmall 
ſtream in this part of the country, has its name 
from-thoſe animals. 


The boſch-bock (or wood-goat) Plate VI. Vol. 
II. is a ſpecies of antilope or gaze], which has 
been hitherto unknown to all the cultivators 
of natural hiſtory, whether ancient or modern, 
till I deſcribed it in the Memoirs of the Swe- 
diſh Academy for the year 1780, quarter 30, 
by the name of antilope ſylvatica. This animal 
has obtained the name it goes by, in conle- 
quence of its being the only one among the 
gazels in Africa, which may be properly ſaid 
to live in the woods and groves excepting, 
however, Mr. Pennant's antilope royal; unlels, 
indeed, this little animal be the ſame with the 
gnometic of the coloniſts, or belong to the gazel 
genus. : 3 
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Groot Vader-boſch and Houtniquas-boſch, were 1775. 


the only foreſts in which I ſaw and gave chace 
to the boſch-bok. In other places, whether 
nearer to or farther from the Cape, it is hardly 
to be found, if not ſomewhere in Sitſikamma. 
It would, perhaps, be not diſagreeable to 
zoologilts, to find in this place a deſcription 
of this rare ſpecies of gazel; and though JI 
nad no opportunity to make a drawing of it, 
otherwiſe than from à couple of theſe crea- 
tures ikins, and from the obſervations I could 
make on it while it was running by me; yet 
I am apt to believe, that it may be pretty well 
depended on, and that, at leaſt, it will be fuf- 
ficient to aſſiſt the zoologiſts in their ſyſtematic 
reſearches. 


With reſpe& to its ſize, the boſch-bok is 
ſomewhat above two feet and a half high. 
From ſeeing it run, and from what I can 
conclude from the ſkins, it appears to me, 
that the body of this animal, when compar- 
ed with the whole height of it, or with the 
length of its legs, -is ſomewhat more bulky 
than that of the other kinds of gazel. 


The meaſure of the dreſſed ſkin, from which 
both the deſcription and drawing are chiefly 
taken, was as follows: The horns ten inches 
and a half long; their diſtance from each 
other at the baſe one inch ; the diſtance be- 
tween the tips as well as the middlemoſt parts 
of them three inches and a half; the cars were 
| half the length of the horns, or five inches ; 
| the breadth of the forehead from eye to eye 
| three inches 3 from the eyes to the horns one 


inch; from the horns to the noſe ſix inches 
Vol. I. 1 and 
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1775. and a half; from the horns to the rump four 
Septemb. feet; from the top of the back to the hook; 
thirty-three inches; from the bending of the 
knees to the hoofs one foot; the hoofs them: 
ſelves about an inch. The dreficd ſkin of a 
fetus, of which I took the meaſure, way 
about two feet in length. A pair of boſch. 
bok's horns, which I brought home wich me, 
are ten inches long, and the baſe of each five 
inches wide. But on the ſkull of an animal 
of this ſpecies, brought home by Profeſſor 
TrunBtRc, the horns were thirteen inches 
long. From the dimenſions of - theſe parts, 
a concluſion may be drawn with reſpe@ to 
thoſe of the remainder, as well as with reſpect 

to the ſize of the animal in general. 


This ſpecies of gazel is monogamous, or 
keeps in pairs. The female is, according to 
all accounts, diſtinguiſhed from the other ſex 
in having no- horns, in the loins being ot a 
lighter colour, and in not having in theſe parts 
the long hairs, and eſpecially the white ones, 
which we are about to mention in the deſcrip- 
tion of the male. 


The horns of this are black, in ſome mea- 
ſure triangular, and at the ſame time wreath: 
ed, ſo that both the ſides and angles have 
ſomewhat of a ſpiral turn. At bottom they 
are rather rough, in conſequence of a ſet 0! 
almoſt innumerable wavy rings; which, how- 
ever, are not elevated much above the fur- 
face. At top they are conical and ſharp-point- 
ed, and in that part as ſmooth as though they 
had been poliſhed. In a pair 1 brought with 
me, the extreme points or tips are light-co- 

loured 
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loured and tranſparent. As to the poſition of 1775. 


the horns, they are almoſt in the ſame line or Septemb. 


horizontal plane with the forehead, inclining 
a little forwards, and at the ſame time, by 
means of the twiſt they make, receding from 
cach other towards the middle, and making with 
this part a little bend backwards, ſo that the 
tips point ſomewhat forwards. The three 
angles or ridges, that ſeparate the three ſides 
juſt mentioned, form a ſpiral in the following 
manner: 


The foremoſt is very much rounded and 
cylindrical, beginning inwards, and proceed- 
ing more and more forwards, till, coming ſide- 
ways and a little outwards, it diſappears in, 
and is confounded with the ſmooth conical 
tip. The ſecond is a little raiſed, and moſtly 
rounded off in the external part; but inter- 
nally forms, as it were, a furrow, in conjunc- 
tion with the foremoſt. This latter angle or 
ridge, moreover, goes off at firſt ſtrait for- 
wards from the forehead ; and afterwards run- 
ning ſideways, outwards and backwards, at 
length joins the above-mentioned conical tip 
directly at the back part. The third angle 
has a ſharper edge, which, beginning exter- 
nally and at the back part, towards the mid- 
dle of the horn, runs backwards and in- 
wards, and afterwards terminates inwards and 
ſome what forwards, in the ſmooth tip like the 
others. 


The teeth of this animal are like thoſe of 
other gazels. It has no fore teeth or inciſores 
except in the lower jaw, where it has eight. 
Theſe are broader than the other teeth, being 
U2 ſmall 
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Septemb. the top. Of the middle ones, which look to- 
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ſmall at the roots, and broad and ſquared off at 


wards each other, the interior ſides are perpen- 
dicular ; but the exterior ones oblique, and all 
the reſt have a proportional inclination, at the 
ſame time decreaſing in ſize ; ſo that the out- 
ermoſt, both to the right and the leit, are the 
ſmalleſt. 


There is no porus cariferus in this, as there 
is in other gazels. The hairs on the head 
are very ſhort and fine; afterwards they be. 
come more rough and rugged, reſembling 
goats hair more than that of gazels or harts, 
Forwards on the neck, breaſt, fides, and bel- 
ly, they are an inch and a balf or two inches 
long. On the ridge of the neck, and ſo on 
all along that of the back, they are three or 
four inches in length, ſo as to form a kind of 
mane there, terminating in a tail about a fin- 
ger's breadth long. On the hind part of the 
thighs and buttocks likewiſe, the hairs are 
eight inches long; the legs and feet are flen- 
der, and covered with ſhort hairs; the fet- 
lock-joints are ſmall; the noſe and under-lip 
are decorated with black whiſkers about an 
mch long. 


The predominant colour in this animal 1s 
dark-brown, which occupies the principal part 
of the ſides, the back, the upper part of the 
tail, the upper part of the cheſt and fore ribs, 
and the tore part of the belly. A till darker 
brown, bordering upon black, is diſcovera- 
ble on the outſide of the ſhoulders, and ſome 
part of the fore ribs. - The fore part of the 
noſe, from the eyes to the muzzle, is or a 
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ſoot-colour. The ears are likewiſe as black as 


ſoot on the outſide, but on the inſide grey; Septemb, 


and both outwards and inwards, covered with 
hairs ſtill ſhorter than thoſe on the head ; ex- 
cepting half the fore part of the lower edge, 
where the hairs are white and half an inch 
long. 


The edges of the upper lip are white, as 
well as the whole of the lower lip and mandi- 
ble, behind which the white colour terminates 
m a point towards the top of the wind-pipe. 
On each cheek bone there are two large round 
white ſpots, one an inch beneath and behind 
the eye, the other an inch below and ſome- 
what forwarder than the former. A ſtill larger 
round white ſpot, two inches broad, 1s diſco- 
verable on the fore part of the neck, ſome- 
what below the top of the wind-pipe. Nine 
inches below this, juſt above the fore ribs, 


there is another white ſpot, meaſuring ſix 


inches acroſs, and an inch and a half mn 
height. This, in the ſkin of the foetus I 
ſpoke of, was ſomewhat hollowed out, and 
thus reſembled a new moon ; but in this ſkin, 
the upper round ſpot, juſt deſcribed as being 
on the fore part of the neck, was not to be 
ſeen. The fur of this creature is, more- 
over, white between its fore legs, and ſome- 
what on the fides of the ſhoulders. The 


fore legs, from the knees to the paſterns, 


are likewiſe white on the inſide; and where 
it borders upon the brown part, inclines to 
a dirty yellow. On the outſide of the fore 
legs, near the knees, there is a long oval 
white ſpot; and on the ſame fide, juſt above 
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1775- the paſtern- joint, there is a little cinnamon- 


The hind legs, on the inſide, from the pal: 
terns to a little way above the bending of the 
knees, are marked with a white ſtreak nar. 
rower than thoſe on the fore legs. The paſ- 
terns of the hind legs are ſpotted with white 
on the fore parts, exactly like thoſe of the 
fore legs. The back part of the belly or the 

roin 1s white. Divers - ſmall white ſpots, 
1 nine to twelve in all, are ſeen on each 
of the haunches and on the ſides near them. 
A narrow line of long white hairs extends 
from the neck all along the back and tail, in 
the midſt of the long brown hairs which ! 
have deſcribed above. From the chine of the 
back to the ſides run five white parallel ſtreaks, 
which, though they are not diſcoverable but by 

_ a cloſe inſpection, it was certainly proper to 
mention, in caſe ſome individual ſhould be met 
with, on which theſe marks might be more 
diſtin, and in conſequence of which ſome 
people might be induced to take it for a dil 
tinct ſpecies. 


It is generally ſaid, that goats are bad gar- 
deners; and this in a certain degree is true of 
this zvood-goat, or, as It is called, boſch-bok. At 
Groot Vaders-boſch, the people complained much 
of the miſchief done by this creature in the 
vineyards and kitchen-gardens there. It like- 
wiſe ſhewed a great deal of craft and artifice 
in avoiding the ſnares and traps ſet for it, as 
well as the ambuſcades of the ſportſmen. I 


myſelf fat up a whole night in a vineyard 0 
the 
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the watch for this animal, without getting the 1775. 


leaſt glimpſe of it; though it had, according Septemb, 


to all appearance, paid us a viſit incog. and 
made oft undiſcovered. 


As the bo/ch-bok runs but ſlowly, it ſome- 
times happens, that he is caught with dogs. 
When he ſees there is no other reſource, he 
puts himſelf in a poſture of defence; and when 
he is going to butt, kneels down. 'The coloniſts 
are not very fond of hunting him in this man- 
ner, as the beaſt, on this occaſion, generally 
ſells his life at a very dear rate, by goring and 
killing ſome of their beſt and moſt ſpirited 
hounds. 


This creature's horns, which are its chief 
defence, ſometimes allo prove its bane, by 
being entangled in the buſhes and ſmall 
branches of trees, which thus itop the beaſt 
in its flight. In ſome meaſure to avoid this, 
it carries its noſe horizontally and {trait for- 
ward while it runs; ſo that its horns lie, as it 
were, directly on its neck: notwithſtanding 
which, their horns are generally worn away 
a little on the fore part, and thus acquire 
ſome degree of poliſh. In fine, this ſpecies 
of goat is ſwifter in wood-lands than the 
dogs, which likewiſe ſooncr loſe ſcent of him 
there. 


The female, which is without horns, and 
on that account runs about in the foreſts more 
free and unimpeded, does not ſuffer herſelf ſo 
caſily to be hunted out of the woods, having 
there, as well as on the plains, a more certain 
defence 
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1775. defence againſt the dogs in her legs, than the 
Septemb. male has in his Horns, eſpecially as ſhe is not 


ſo bulky and heavy as the male. Her breaſt is 
ſaid to be very plump and fleſhy, but the fleſh 
in general is not very tender; in that point re. 
_ ſembling that of the bunte- bob, or guib of Bur- 
Fon, Tom. XII. tab. 40. N 


By the wreathing of their horns, the form 
of their bodies and white ſpots, it ſnould ſeem 
moreover, that there was ſome diſtant affinity 
between theſe two forts of gazels; but by no 
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means great enough, for them to be merely | 
varieties of the ſame ſpecies. Beſides the dil. 
ference in their colour and ſpots, which is too ; 
remarkable for them to be conſidered as one } 
and the ſame animal, (not to mention the 1 
length of the bo/ch-bok's horns in proportion to c 
its body,) I have never ſeen the bunte-boks live } 
otherwiſe than in large herds on the plains, t 
and theſe were at leaſt half as high again as 1 
the bo/ch-bsk, or of the ſame ſize with the a 
hartbec/t. 

The cry of this animal, as I have ſeyeral I 
times, eſpecially in the evenings, heard it in c 
Houtniquas, ſomewhat reſembled the interrupt- n 
ed, ſhort, low, and rather hoarſe growling tc 
of a dog. Yet, as I was informed by ſeveral ſ2 
people that the cries of the Cape zigers, or ra- ls 
ther /copards, pretty much reſembled this,! fe 
am uncertain whether the noiſe I heard always ſa 
proceeded from the bo/th-bok. Without doubt, ol 
it appears ſomething extraordinary, that the in 
cries of the liger and a gazel ſhould be like 
each other; but, perhaps, the tiger may have | 
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the gift of being able to imitate boſch-boks, in 1775. 
order to lead them aſtray ; juſt as the Hyæna Septemb. 


has the power to imitate, for a ſimilar pur- 
poſe, all kinds of animals. Nay, there is 
likewiſe ſome reſemblance between the cries 
of a lion and that of an rich; though be- 
tween theſe animals there is much leſs affini- 
ty: and, indeed, there 1s no foundation for 
any conjectures concerning the cauſe of this 
ſimilitude. * 


The gnometic, called allo the erwetie, is a 
little animal of the hart or gazel kind, of the 
ſize of a hare, and is, perhaps, the cervus Gui- 
neenſis of LinNzus, the antilope royal of Px x- 
NANT, and the chevrotain de Guinee of BUFFON. 
I have frequently perceived the traces and 


other marks of this diminutive creature, but 


had not the good fortune actually to ſee more 
than one of them; and that only in a haſty 


manner, as it was bounding about in a grove 
at Sitſicamma. 


Of hares there are at leaſt two different ſorts 
in Houtniquas, and in the other parts of Afri- 
ca. The one is almoſt the ſame with our com- 
mon hare ; but of tke other I find it difficult 
to pronounce, whether it be abſolutely the 
lame with the lepus Capen/is, Sy/?. Nat. cauda 
longitudine capitis, pedibus rubris, or not. The 
feet excepted, the characteriſtic marks are the 
lame; for the feet and body of this were 
of the ſame colour as our common hares are 
in ſummer *, and the tail was almoſt of an 


by In the colder climates of Europe, the common hare is 
wAite in winter, 
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equal length with the hare, as mentioned in 
the Sy/tema Nature. I found it moreover 
broad at the baſe, and diminiſhing by degree, 
ſo as to terminate in a point. Underneath and 
on the ſides, the tail was as white as chalk, but 
above there was extended along it a ſtripe if 
black as a coal. This deſcription I drew up from 
a young leveret of this ſpecies, which wg 
brought to the Cape alive, and was the only 
one that I have ever ſeen. 


The buffalos (vide Plate II. Vol. II.) were of 
a fort entirely different from all hitherto known 
by this name, which is ſufficiently manifeſt 
from the deſcription I have already inſerted in 
the Memoirs of the Swediſh Academy for the 
year 1779. It is true, I had no opportunity 
in Houtniquas, either to ſee or ſhoot any of 
them; but I frequently met with the frel 
traces 'of them. Such dangerous neighbours 
made it rather unſafe to botanize here; tor 
though the buffalos do not abſolutely go in 
ſearch of mankind or the brute creation on pur- 
pole to do them miſchief, except they are pre- 
vioully irritated, nevertheleſs, their perverſe 
diſpoſition and great ſtrength of body render 
them extremly dangerous, when one meets 
them in the narrow paths, called buffalo- roads, 
where the wood on each fide is frequently 00 
thick ſet, as not to allow one t make way et 
ther to right or left. In a journey that Dr. 
TUN BERG, fore years be fore, took into How! 


niquas, one ot BY company had very impru- 
dently tied two of his horſes u hg „one be. 
hind the ther, a 0 drove them b rot re him on 


a narrow path. The owner of them had juſt time 
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(and that was all) to ſave himſelf, while a buffa- 
lo meeting them gored the horſes to death, and 
trampled them into the duſt. But it will be more 
appoſite to our purpoſe, to give the hiſtory and 
deſcription of this beaſt farther on in the or- 
der of the time, when I became better ac- 
quainted with it. I likewiſe once ſaw a tiger- 
wood-cat and a grys-bok, and ſhall, perhaps, find 
a better opportunity to make farther mention 
of thele alſo. 


Of the feathered tribe I found in Houtniquas 
a new ſpecies of tantalus, called by the coloniſts 
bagedaſh, and alſo hadelde. This latter name 


| has, in ſome meaſure, the ſame ſound as the 
| bird's note; the bird itſelf, which was ſaid to 
| be confined to this province, I have found like- 
| wiſe in great numbers about Zwart-kops-rivier. 
This ſame bird is called by the Hottentot's 7 
ai ene, a name which, if rightly prenounc- 
ed with three ſmacks of the tongue againſt the 
roof of the mouth, a ſtranger will find more 
difficulty in uttering than the bird's own lan- 
guage. 
which with its crooked bill, it is ſaid to dis 


It lives chiefly on bulbs and roots, 


S 


| up out of the plains with great eaſe and rea- 
dineſs. 
come at. 
them upon ſome tree in the woods at rooſt, 
and in this ſituation, one morning at ſun— 
| riſe, I had the good fortune to ſhoot one of 
them. 


There it is ſhy and difficult to 
In the evenings I always faw 


The bill of this bird was five inches long, 


1 


black at the tip and lower nib, at the upper 
nib red. 


The neck was of an aſh- colour: 
the 
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the back the ſame, and at the ſame time bad 


Septemb. caſt of green with a little yellow. The 


wings were dark beneath, and above of 2 
blue colour inclining to black; the leſſer co- 
verts of a violet-colour. The tail, which wa; 
wedge-ſhaped, was about twice the length of 
the bill, and the body was ſomewhat large; 
than that of a hen. The thighs were of an 
aſh- colour. The feet and legs, as well as the 
membrane between the claws, was blackiſh; 
in other reſpeQs, this bird had all the cha. 
racteriſtic marks which belong to the 7antalu, 
The coloniſts aſſured me, that it was a ſign of 
rain, when theſe birds aſſembled in great flocks, 
and flew againſt the wind. 


The ſtate of the weather in Houtniquas was 
ſaid to be as follows. In March and April 
it rains here moſt ; and, on the contrary, in 
the months of May, June, and July, (which 
about the Cape and elſewhere are the winter 
months, and are attended with copious rains] 
it is here quite dry, though frequently rather 
cool and bleak. The north-weſt wind at this 
time prevails here, as well as at the Cape; 
ſometimes the wind veers about to the north, 
and brings with. it the warmth of ſummer; 2 
change which frequently occaſions the milch 
cows in Houtniquas to grow {tiff in the joints. 
I was aſſured, that it never rained when this 
north wind prevailed, probably on account 0! 
the chain of mountains, which extends from 
eaſt to welt, proving a barrier to keep the 
clouds on the other fide; or elſe by virtue 0 
their attraction, detaining theſe condenſed vi 


pours on their ſummits. I went through the 
wood 
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wood directly acroſs it, with the intention of 1775: 

ad aſcending the mountain, whence I might have Septemb. 
be a view of Lange Rloof; but found the foot of 
7 the mountain every where ſo thick over- run 
51 with high and ſtiff perennial graſſes and buſh- 
1 es, as to be abſolutely impenetrable. 

I Houtniquas and Lange Rloof, however, com- 
1 municate with each other in one place, by 
Fa | means of a very bad road over a mountain 
0 lower than the reſt, near Trakudiku. I did 
fg | not go quite on to this place, but ſaw from 
1 | Zwarte-rivier the ſmoke of a chimney near 
#1 Trakudiku, and from the information I thus 
c acquired, gave this river in ſome meaſure its 

true ſituation in my map. 

For The badneſs of the road, and the want of a 
pet proper guide, together with the enfeebled ſtate 
n of my oxen, more particularly prevented me 
vaich from going from this place to viſit Algoa-bay, 
1er which, however, I wiſhed much to do. Be- 
©) daes, we could not venture to quit our wag— 
ather | cons and make the trip to that bay alone on 
t this | horſeback 3 as almoſt the whole province was 
abe involved in riot and drunkenneſs, by means of 
north, ja hogſhead of brandy that had been carried 
er; * Whither ; and my Hottentots, likewiſe, by the 
milch. ame means, had been thrown into a ſtate of 
jou. WMlicentiouſneſs and confuſion. There being no 
en this litills in thoſe parts, a peaſant there had wrote 
unt 0! Bio the Cape for a quantity of the above-menti- 
from poned liquor, in order to turn a penny by retail- 
-p the png it out; but had in the mean while unfortu— 
tue 0 Pately drunk it himſelf by the wholeſale, fo as 
{ed . to be night and day in the higheſt degree in- 
50 . toxicated 


La 2 2 n 
* 1 


SE Ge ON 8 2 Us 1 
r 
„ 


2 f £ 3 4 k ſ 5 Sai V+) 

el * 4 —_ 4 1% mo $1 » 1 re 1 
Sow FE Fo es EW Et 9 4 : A ET 3) > AG, 
bt * n [A LIFT — OL OS 2 f 9556 { AO 

| Ly | * 1 St 1 Ws 7 BY = 1 Y 2 * 

ne 8 _ * i bo 8 5 n 1 BP FI) 
4 uz UT ty & . x 1 +3 l 1 wh p : = vw 8 

ML. F . N ( ov 4 MEER) Ar +. {Al 


302 AVOTAGE ro RI 


1775. toxicated with it: and, indeed, in his fury, 
Septemb. would have ſhot my companion dead on the 
ſpot, had I not been luckily near at hand to 
prevent him. In another place, where our 
landlord, in other reſpects a worthy man, and 

of a very gentle diſpoſition, had made a pur. 
chaſe of ſome of this ſame brandy, he turned 

his wife, with a child in her arms, and ſeveral 

other children ſomewhat older, out of doors 

in the middle of the night. The laws of hol. 
pitality, and perhaps an apprehenſion of meet. 

ing with ſome reſiſtance, had, however, ſo 
much weight with him, that my companion 

and I were left in peace and quietneſs. In an- 

other place hereabouts, a peaſant had- been 
baſking in the ſun and drinking, in company 

with a parcel of Hottentots, who, when he had 

got his fill, was not only well flogged by this 
Pagan crew, but was upbraided by them for 
having been uſed to fleep with his houſekeep- 


4 er, a Hottentot's widow, who was ſuypoſed 
. beſides to be in another way nearly related to 
A him. I myſelf ſaw this man with a terrible 
1 wound on his head, of which, however, he 
14 was aſhamed to tell the cauſe. I likewiſe had 
| the pleaſure of ſeeing his miſtreſs, dizened out BF 
with braſs. and leathern rings on her arms and f 
legs, and with beads about her waiſt and neck. 5 
ſu 


She was clad in the uſual manner with a ſheep- 
ſkin pelliſſe, and a well-greaſed raw leather WF © 
apron, and was beſides as well beſmeared with Wt © 
ſoot and greaſe, and could boaſt of as broad if 
and flat a noſe as any Hottentot lady what. 
ever. With all theſe perfections, however, WF 
ſhe ſeemed to me to be rather a cure for love, 
than an incentive to that paſſion: notwitl- 
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| latter, may have its effect in making ſome al- 


| they do not feel themſelves bound to obſerve 


| which they otherwiſe would, any more than 
| the religion of the Chriſtians; neither can it 


| ways be proot againſt flattery, promiſes, pre- 
$ ſents, and, 


| it to employ, in order to fatisfy his unruly de- 
res. The pledges of love, proceeding from 
| ſuch a union, have hair almoſt, if not quite, 
as woolly and frizzled as the genuine Hotten- 
| tots; but their complexion and features, par- 
take more or leſs of both the father and mo- 
| ther. They are likewiſe, as it appears to me, 
more bulky and luſty than the Hottentots are 
m general; they are better reſpected too, and 
at the ſame time more confided in, and more 
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ſtanding this, it is not uncommon for the 1775. 
white people here (particularly men who are Septemb. 
more licentious in their manners than the other 
ſex) to be criminal in this point. That the 
Hottentot women are complying in this parti- 

cular, does not only contradict their general 
character of indifference in matters of love, 

but alſo that zeal, which I have attributed to 

them, in the performance of their duties to- 
wards their own nation. 


Their diet, which. when they are in the ſer- 
vice of the Chriſtians, is more plentiful and 
of a more ſtrengthening quality, and, per- 
haps, the incitement of the example. of theſe 


teration in the nature of theſe females. Add 
to this, that out of the ſociety of their nation, 


that rigid virtue and ſimplicity of manners, 


indeed be required, that. ſuch a one ſhould al- 


perhaps, the threats, which a 
maſter, of whom ſhe ſtands in awe, may think 


to 
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to be depended upon, but at the ſame time 
prouder and more conceited than the other, 
Neither theſe, nor any other illegitimate chil. 
dren, are ever baptized, or, indeed, enquired 
after by the Chriſtian miniſters at the Cape, ex- 
cept in caſe that any one ſhould preſent himſelf 
as the father, and make a point of the chilq' 
being baptized, and thus give the infant the 
right of inheritance. 


I ſaw two brothers in the vicinity of Hotter. 
tots Holland's Bath, the iſſue of a Chriſtian 
man and of a baſtard negreſs of the ſecond or 
third generation. One of the ſons, at this 
time about thirty years of age, ſeemed not to 
be lighted in the company of the Chriſtian 
farmers, though, at that time, he had not 
been baptized. The other, who was the elder 
brother, in order to get married and ſettled in 
life, as he then was, had been obliged to uſe 
all his influence, and probably even bribes, 
to get admitted into the pale of the church by 
baptiſm. For my part, I cannot comprehend 
the reaſon why the divines of the reformed 
church at the Cape are ſo ſparing of a ſacta- 
ment, which others, particularly the Papilts, 


have endeavoured to force, as it were, upon 


the heathens with fire and ſword, and all man- 
ner of cruelties. The cloth does not, as far 
as I know, receive any benefit from the 
chriſtening of children at the Cape, at leall 
no particular benefit from the baptizing of 
illegitimate children; ſuch conduct, there. 
fore, cannot fairly be aſcribed to any retro- 
ſpe& to ſelf-intereſt, nor indeed to abſolute 


remiſſneſs and neglect; a diſpoſition which 
would 
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would but ill ſuit with that ſpirit of charity 1775. 
and univerſal benevolence, ſo peculiarly en- Septemb. 
forced by the doctrines of Chriſtianity. Far- 

ther, if the clergy at the Cape think by this 

means to diminiſh the number of unlawful 
connections with the heathen women, they 

will find that this ſtroke of policy will not an- 

ſwer their purpoſe : indeed, the letting ſuch 
numbers of infants born of Chriſtian parents 

ſuffer in their ſpiritual intereſts, is a ſtrangely 

cruel method of preventing fin. It is true, a 

great many of the whites have ſo much pride, 

as to hinder, as far as lies in their power, 

the blacks or their offspring from mixing with 

their blood: but it appears to me, that Chriſ- 

tian humility ought to operate ſo far with the 
clergy, as to prevent them from being aſham- 

ed to ſee their black fellow-creature walking 

cheek by jowl with them on the road to 
heaven. 


This puts me in mind of an event, which 


| had before ſeen mentioned ſomewhere (and, 
if I remember right, in the Hiftoire Philgſo- 


| phique Politique) as having happened not a 


long while ago in Batavia. I enquired, there- 
tore, concerning the truth of it, of thoſe that 


| had lived at that place, and found ſeveral agree- 
ung in the following account. 


There was a citizen in Batavia, who had 


often importuned the miniſters of his church 
o baptize his illegitimate child, but had al- 
ways found them inflexible. Well and 
good! ſays the man to them at laſt, it ſeems 
is if you alone wiſhed to ſhut the door of 


Vol. I. X heaven, 
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1775. heaven, the keys of which you imagine yon 
Septemb. have in your poſſeſſion: but the Mahometan 
—— prieſts of the Malays, are not ſo churliſh 

and niggardly of ſalvation as you are; they 
having already promiſed me to incorporate my 
ſon this very day into their church, and make 
him a true Muſſulman: for ſome kind of re. 
ligion I am determined my child ſhall be of, a 
I hold, that. in a well-regulated ſociety, no man 
ought to be without a religion.” The Chrif. 
tian prieſts, however, no ſooner ſaw that prepa. 
rations were made for circumciſion, than they 
haſtened, by adminiſtering the ſacrament of 
baptiſm, to deprive the Mahometan church of 
a ſoul, which they had juſt before rejected ag 
illegitimate. And ſince that time, they are ſaid 
to be leſs backward in opening the doors of 
heaven to baſtards.” 


| 
: 
Here follows another inſtance of the de- W 1 
pravity of taſte in the white people in thus t 
colony, with regard to love matters. I pad 
[ 


a viſit to a European, who had ſettled in Hout: 


by: niquas. He was a good lively handſome fel WF » 
{| low, about the middle age, and, I believe, of WW f. 
5 good extraction. He had ſerved under ſere. ff 
. ral different potentates in Europe, and had fi 
= ſhewed them all a fair pair of heels. He gave MF tr 
0 me the hiſtory of a great many ſingular a WF g. 
. ventures of his, but the moſt ſingular of then b. 
3 all, in my opinion, I was eye-witneſs to my- WF in 
9 ſelf. This was, that he had married two yea I. 
xz before an ugly ſooty Mulatto, the daughter 0 WW . 
£ 4 2 Negreſs. She had been the miſtreſs of . ho 
1 other farmer who was dead, and by whom e Wi th. 
i had a couple of baſtards. Theſe J oy 10 
| * that 
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that time likewiſe in the houſe, grown up 


the moſt ſingular circumſtance in the whole 
affair was, that this muſt have been abſolutely 
——a love- match; for though he had got a few 
cattle with his dingy ſpouſe, yet the houle, 
which he likewiſe bad with her, was certainly 
not a palace. It was, in fact, a miſerable cot- 
tage, though pleaſantly enough ſituated in the 
ſkirts of a foreſt. The walls were made of 
reeds tied together, and ſupported by a few 
upright chumps of wood, interperſed with 
ſome rough boards, ſuch as are generally 
uſed for fences. ikis ſtructure was plaiitered 
over with a thin and ragged covering of clay. 
There were but two rooms in it, and poverty 
leemed to have taken full pollefiion of them 
both. In the inner room, the man's wite lay 
ill of a putrid fever. The outer apartment, 
which was the common bed-chambe: for all 
the reſt of the family that were in health, I 
can beſt deſcribe. It was ſomewhat more 
tian two yards in breadth, and about fix long, 
with a peep-hole at one end of it, and a 
ſmall broken window at the other; not to 
ſpeak of ſeveral other apertures, which occa- 
tioned a draught of air that delivered my 
friend and me from all apprehenſions of dan- 
ger trom the contagion of the putrid fever, 
but at the ſame time prevented us from Keep- 
ing a candle alight for any length of time. 
The rain, which "had wetted us to the {kin 
when out of doors, now followed us into the 
houſe, dropping from the eaves ; a ſign that 
the roof could not boaſt of any great ſupe- 
riority over the walls. Our bed was on the 
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1775, damp loam- floor; a piece of ſail-cloth, the 
Septemb. relicks of an old waggon-tilt, ſerved us and 
our landlord himſelf both for bed and bed. 
clothes; as for pillows, there were none but 
what we brought with us, which conſiſted 
merely of our dripping-wet ſaddles. We ſhall 
now drop the ſubje& of the amorous inter- 
courſe of the white people with the blacks, 
in order to give, in a few words, a general idea 
of the houles in Houtniquas, that poſterity may 
from hence be able to judge of the future in- 

creaſe of the colony. | 


. = 
* 8 . ͤ— ˙·ꝛMͥ⁴ꝛa * 
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There was only one wooden houſe on the 
borders of this foreſt, and this was long and 
ſpacious, with but one room in it, and bull: 
with logs cleft down the middle. Another 
was like that juſt deſcribed, compoſed of ſtrau 
and clay, but not quite ſo tranſparent ; thi 
belonged to a young beginner. A third that 
we ſaw was likewiſe of clay, but well-buit, 
roomy, and neatly furniſhed ; being the pro- 
perty of a clever, induſtrious, well-behaved WW 
man, Dixx Yves by name, who had like. 
wiſe built himſelf a mill, and ſeveral other WM 


( 

conveniencies. The reſt were all of clay t 
mud, and were partitioned out into two room, . 
in the ſame manner as I have in general de. 
ſcribed the coloniſts houſes at the beginning 
of this journal. 0 
| 

It was ſaid to be at that time, not above WW +» 
twenty years fince Houtniquas was fit 
known, and twelve years ſince it began 10 WR 1 


be inhabited by the coloniſts, who did nt WM 
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repair thither in any conſiderable numbers till 
of late years. 


I mentioned, that the confuſion and diſturb- 
ance occaſioned by the introduction of the 
hogſhead of brandy, had reached even to my 
Hottentots ; and that on this account I was 
obliged, much againſt my will in other reſpects, 
to make haſte with them from theſe parts. 
My companion had been imprudent enough, 
at their earneſt requeſt, to indulge them with 
a ſup or two of this precious liquor; the con- 
ſequence of which was, that they became fu- 
rious, and broke out into the moſt abuſive 
language, becauſe they could not have any 
more. of it. At length, we were forced to 
try what blows would operate upon them; 
which had this effect, that the next night, by 
way of revenge, they took to their heels and 
ran away. We, on our parts, rode to one of 
the two Hottentot craals that were ar the hither 
end of Houtniquas, in order to ſearch for them. 
In the firſt they were not to be found, neither 
did the people chooſe to give us any explicit 
information concerning. them; but when we 
came to the other, and began to climb aver 
the fence, or the place where they kept their 
cattie, they let all their dogs out at once upon 
us. We directly put ourſelves in a poſture of 

defence, as if we were going to ſhoot both the 
dogs and their maſters. This occaſioned the 
Hottentots to call their dogs off, which obey- 
ed immediately, We then went into their 
houſes without delay or moleftation, ſome of 
which were built of ſtraw in a ſquare form, 
with ſhelving roots, like the cottages of the 
ſlaves. 
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flaves. In one of theſe cottages, on à little 


Septemb. bench, we found our Hottentots faſt aſlecy, 


bs 


We contented ourſelves with gently reproach. 
ing them on the ' ſcore of their miſconduct; 
but at'the ſame time, with an air of authority, 
commanded them to return to their duty, 


They, on their ſide, without anſwering us or 


offering to gainſay us in the leaſt, followed us 
as quietly as if they had been our priſoners, 
They took leave of their countrymen and 
countrywomen by ſhaking hands with each 
other, in the Dutch faſhion, though without 
bowing ; at the ſame time with great cord. 
ality, and a deal of talk on both ſides. The 
women ſeemed as if they wanted to keep them, 
and I do not doubt but that the fellows would 
have been eaſily prevailed on, if our guns 
had been out of the way. Indeed, with re. 
ſpect to my Hottentots, I was as much afraid 
of the temptations of the women as of the 
intoxicating quality of the brandy; and 
therefore made ſo much the more haſte to 
get away from this place, which otherwile 
might for many years have aftorded employ: 
ment to the attentive reſearches and obſerva- 
tions of a botaniſt. 


Our departure took place in the beginning 
of October; but before I go on any farther 
with my journal, I will ſet down the ſtate oi 
the weather for the month of September ju 
elapſed. 


The rainy days were the 8th, 9th, 16th, 


20th, 21ſt, 24th, 2 5th, 29th; and the lat 
of 
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little of theſe days was remarkable for ſouth-eaſt 


311 
. a 1775. 9 17 
winds and rain. The thermometer was for Septemb, 1 
the moſt part early in the morning between MM 
49 and go, in the middle of the day between ls 
76 and 80, and in the evening at fun- ſet be- bi. 
tween 50 and 60. 
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Journey through Lange Dal. 


1775. N the gth day of October we departed 
October. from Houtniquas, returning over the 
— — 


great and little Bra“ rivers to Geelbeck-rivier, 
from whence to Hagel. craal and Artaquas-klif, 
whither we went the next day: there were 
two roads. The one, which was better clear: 
ed and more beaten, though farther to the 
welt of the laſt- mentioned river, we ſent our 
waggon by; and took the other road, though 
it was hilly, ourſelves, being adviſed ſo to do, 
as it was a nearer way on horſeback. By a | 
trifling neglect, one often loſes a great deal; | 
and we, by loitering a little on the road, were | 
diſappointed of our night's lodging, being 
overtaken by the darkneſs and rain; fo that, « 

\ 

0 


although we were near the farm whither ve 
were going, and heard the barking of their 
dogs, and the crowing of their cocks, we were 
not able to hit upon the ſpot. Aﬀter many 


fruitleſs attempts, and getting into the roads e 
that led to the paſtures, and other by-ways t 
that took us into thickets, and directly againſt t 
the ſteep parts of mountains, we at laſt thougit W t 
we had hit upon the right road, when we found 


in our way a river deeper than any we had 
hitherto, 
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hitherto, in our bewildered fituation, ventur- 1775. 


ed to crols. 
being ſouſed a little by going through the wa- 
ter, as the rain had made us almoſt as wet as 
we well could be; but neither of us choſe to 
be the firſt to venture oer, for fear of there 
being ſome hole or oozy part in our way. I 
therefore drove before us over the river, on 
the forlorn hope, as it were, an old horſe that I 
led in hand along with me. No ſooner had 
he got over than he ſet off full gallop, and 
freed himſelf in an inſtant from the confine- 
ment in which we had kept him the whole 
day ; while we, wet, cold, and hungry (hav- 
ing eaten nothing all day long but a flight 
breakfaſt) were obliged, after ſeveral more 
unſucceſsful attempts, to paſs the night in the 
open air, expoſed to the wind and rain. That 
we might not ſo eaſily be attacked unawares 
by tigers, we got away from the river and 
vale, which was tull of buſhes, on to the moun- 
tain, and there took the ſaddles off our horſes 
near a buſh that ſtood quite ſeparate and alone. 
Hardby was a precipice, which we fortunately 
perceived time enough to be able to be up- 
on our guard againſt it Having tied our 
horſes halters round their fore legs, a method 
very common in Africa, we then let them feed 
on the other ſide, with a view, that if an 

hon ſhould come upon us, he might firſt find 
employment with them; and at the ſame time, 
that if a wolf ſhould make its appearance, 
the horſes ſhould not run off, The reaſon of 
this precaution will appear by referring to page 


170, 


In 


It is true, we were not afraid of ORober. 
; hs ad 
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1775. In the night, when we felt ourſelves almoſt 

October. ſtiff with cold, we wandered up and doyy, 

and frequently fell down on the top of the 

mountain, which was grealy and flippery, in 

conſequence of the rain. With regard to our 

ſituation in other reſpects, it was difficult to 

ſay, whether it gave us more comfort or vexz. 

tion to hear, as we frequently did, the tarmer' 

cocks crow. As ſoon as ever the day began 

to dawn, at about five o'clock, we ſaddled our 

horſes without delay, and eafily found our way 

to the farm called Hagel-craal, which was 

only at the diſtance of a few gun-ſhots from 

us. DiRRk Marcus, the maſter of it, a hear. 

ty old fellow, as ſoon as we accoſted him, be. 

gan to praiſe us highly for induſtrious young 

men who were up before him ; but afterward, 

when he was made acquainted with the diff. 

culties we had undergone, he heartily pitied 

us, though he could not help at the fame 

time ſeriouſly chiding us for not being accuſ 

tomed to ſmoke; as in that caſe we might, at 

a juncture when it 'was molt wanted, bare 

had about us the means of making a fire, a 

well as of appeaſing our hunger, and palling W : 

away the tedious hours with a pipe. Aﬀte! WW « 

this, he gave us an account of a great many { 

adventures he had met with in his excuri- {MW » 

ons into the interior part of the country, WF «< 

4 where he had acquired a tolerable compe- Wt + 

þ tency by ſhooting elephants. The information WW 1 

f and advice he gave us were both uſeful and < 
agrecable. i 
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4 This worthy man ſent his people after the 
£4 ted here, which I mentioned as having run 2: 
WT away from me; and when we took our depar- WF v 
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ture, which was on the 13th, at ten o'clock 
in the morning, he lent us ſeveral ſtout oxen 
to help to draw our waggon over the very 
hilly dale called Artaquas-tloof. At fix we 
arrived at Paarde-craal, a ſmall river ſo call- 
ed, where we reſted till the next morning, 
or the 14th. By noon we reached Zaffraan- 
craal, at which place the long and tireſome 
vale of Artaquas ends. Here, according to 
previous agreement, we turned the oxen we 
had borrowed looſe, which went home of 
themſelves the ſame way we had brought them. 
The vale juſt mentioned, is reckoned among 
the diſtricts which are cold and four in the 
higheſt degree, and at the ſame time is conſi- 
dered as unfit to be inhabited. Here there is 
ſaid to grow a herb, called by the coloniſts 
p— grals, and which, as far as one may truſt 
to their deſcription of it, is, probably, a ſpe- 
cies of euphorbia. This is faid to be frequent- 
ly eaten by young cattle brought from other 
countries, which thereby get a dyſury, or ſtop- 
page of urine, that often proves mortal. In 
the urine as well as the urethra of theſe ani- 
mals, a ſubſtance reſembling little lamps of 
cneele has been oblerved. The only means 
by which they have ſometimes been 0 fortu- 

nate as to fave the life of an anim al attack- 
ed with this diſeaſe, has been by hunting and 
driving it about for ſome time without inter- 
won; in order to attenuate, concoct, and 
expel the coagulated matter. 


200 time of war or inteſtine commotion, a 
's ſo narrow. as Ariaquas-k/gof, muſt neceſſa- 
iy be of great importance, as a key to the 


whole tract OL country Iy1 ing to the eaſtward. 
In 
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In Lange-kloof, likewiſe, and Kromme-rivity, 
many impediments might be laid in the wa 
of an army that was marching that way. The 


tract of land round about Zaffraan-craal ſtrait 


on to Lange-kloof,, is of the Kind 1 have de. 


ſcribed above under the denomination of Car. 


70. 


In the houſe at Zaffraan-craal we ſuffered 
an inconvenience, which is ſaid to be very 
common in the Carrows. This was the com. 
mon houſe- fly in ſuch prodigious quantities, 
as almoſt entirely to cover the walls and ceil- 
ing. In fact, they did not ceaſe for a moment to 
moleſt us, by ſwarming and buzzing about in 
our eyes, ears, noſes, and mouths, ſo that it 
was not poſſible for us to Keep in the houſe 
for any time together: notwithſtanding which, 
an old ſlave, who at that time lived there quite 
alone, was obliged to ſleep in the midlt of this 
neſt of flies every night. In other tracts of 
this country moleſted by flies, I ſaw thele 
troubleſome inſets taken very dexterouſly in 
the following manner. All over the ceiling 
are hung up bunches of herbs, on which the 
flies are fond of ſettling ; a perſon then takes 
a linen net or bag of ſome depth fixed to 1 
long handle, and putting it round every bunch, 
ſhakes it about, fo that the flies fall down to 
the bottom of the bag; where, after ſeveral 
applications of it in this manner, they are 
killed by the pint or quart at a time, by dip 
ping the bag into ſcalding-hot water. In cet. 
tain parts of the Carrow, where the fies 
abound moſt, it is faid, that there is a buli 
Which exſudes a humour ſomewhat of the na- 


ture and coutiltence of tar. This, by its adhe- 
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five quality, detains the flies, which are very 
fond of ſettling on the plant, 
means deſtroys them. There is another ſhrub 
frequently found in the Carrow, which grows 
here like wiſe, and is called Canna-boſch ; whence 
the whole tract of country hereabouts bears the 
name of Canna's, and not Canaan's Land, as Mr. 
MasoN has called it in the Philoſophical Tranſac- 
tions, In fact, from the extreme drought that 
prevails here, inſtead of the Land of Promiſe, 
Mr. Mason would have done better'to have 
called it the Land of Afiifion. A road be- 
tween Artaquas and Kange-klogf, inclining more 
to the ſouthward than that by which we went, 
paſſes over a high and ſteep mountain, which, 
from the circumſtance above-mentioned, is 
called Canna's-hoogte, or Canna's-heights. 


Having examined this ſame Canna-ſhrub TI 
found, that in ſtrict propriety, it formed a new 
ſpecies of /alſo/a; for which reaſon, in m 
manuſcript deſcriptions of plants, I have call- 
ed it Sal/ola cafra, folus minutis ſubrotundis, 
carngſis, concavis, imbricatis. The leaves have 
a bitter ſalt taſte, and burned together with 
the whole ſhrub, produce very ſtrong aſhes, 
excellently well adapted for the purpoſe of 
making ſoap; for which reaſon, particular at- 
tention 18 paid by the Carrow farmers to the 
culture of this plant. In the parts of the flow- 
er, the Canna- ſhnrub ſo tar differs from the ge- 
nerical character of the ſalſola in the ſixth edi- 
tion of the Genera Plantarum, inaſmuch as 
this ſpecies has a little obſolete /tyle, with two 
or three brown /tizgmas. The remaining parts 
of its character were, Stam. fil. brevif An- 
her cordatæ, Calyx perianth. perſiſtens, Cap- 
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ula 5 valvuis, 1 locularis, and Semen 1 cochleg. 


Kober. um, as in the ſalſola, or rather reſembling z 


watch-ſpring coiled up. 


It was curious to ſee how the only flaye 
that was then at Zaffraan-craal, and who had 
the abſolute management of the farm, hoy 
{kilfully, I ſay, with the aſſiſtance of two Hot. 
tentots who dwelt not far from the place, he 
had brought the water in rills and channel, 
down to the fields of wheat (of which the 
ears at that time were peeping forth,) as wel 
as to the garden; and had made dams at thel: 
places, ſo that they might be overflowed and 
watered whenever it was requiſite, by which 
means they appeared clad with a delightlyl 
verdure. In every other part the earth was a; 
much parched up, and as dry as the hiyh 
road ; on which account, having ſet out upon 
our journey at night, for the ſake of taking 
the benefit of the coolneſs of the air, we were 
ſoon obliged to turn back and ſtay till morn- 
ing, as we were not able to diſtinguiſh the 
road from the other parts of the fields and 
commons. 


The next morning we continued out route, 
and after paſſing over Moraſ5-river, came to 
Canna-river, by others called Rleindorn-rivitr, 
where we baited. All the verdure our oxen 
and horſes could find here conſiſted only 1 


{mall quantity of a reed (arundo phragmitc) 


{till left in the above-mentioned river, tit 
creater part of it having been previoully con 
ſumed by the cattle belonging to former tra 
vellers. It happened, however, that we taid 


longer than we ought to have done in! 
place 
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place that was eaten ſo bare, in order to re- 1775. 
gale ourſelves with a meal of our own cook- Octo 


ing, compoſed of a kind of a partridge that! 


had juſt ſhot, as for the laſt three days we had 
had nothing to ſatisfy the cravings of our ap- 
petites but our Hottentot's coarſe ammunition- 
bread and a little tea, It fell to my lot to 


| —pluck the bird, and Mr. IMMELMAN under- 


took to dreſs it; and, indeed, he ſhewed him- 
ſelf a perfect maſter in the art, ſtewing it in a 
quantum ſufficit of water, and a little /heep*s- 
tail fat, which our Hottentot's had got at 
Zaffraan-craal for their own eating; ſo that 
it would be no eaſy matter to deſcribe the 
highly agreeable ſenſations conveyed by this 
delicate diſh to the organs both of taſte and 
ſmell. But, as ill-luck would have it, we had 
neither of us remembered to draw the fowl, 
till in order to divide it equally between us, 
we cut it in two; when the ſauce, which we 
juſt before had found delicious in the higheſt 
degree, became quite nauſeous. The Hotten- 
tots laughed heartily at our omiſſion, and ſtill 
more at our delicacy, and at the fame time 


licked it up every drop. 


The delay occaſioned by this meal cauſed 
us to be overtaken by darkneſs, before we 
could reach the next farm ; in conſequence of 
which, we got into a labyrinth of buſhes and 
briars for want of being able to ſee the road. 
We were therefore obliged to ſtop, and pre- 
pare to ſuffer hunger and thirſt, together with 
our beaſts, till the next morning, and be al- 
moſt frozen to death into the bargain ; for 
though it had been reeking hot the preceding 
day, the night was nevertheleſs extremely cold. 

About 
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About midnight, however, the moon ſhone, 
and enabled us once more to find the road, 
when we ſoon came to a farm near Klein- 
Dorn-rivier, called Zandplaat. 


It was not without the greateſt aſtoniſhment, 
that we beheld the next morning the conſider. 
able number and unparalleled fatneſs of the 
ſheep here, when we compared them with the 
horrid drought and aridity of the land. In 
this part of the country, when they are going 
to kill a ſheep, they always look out for the 
leaneſt in the whole flock, as the reſt are in. 
tolerably fat. The tail alone of one of theſe 
ſheep (which is thick and of a triangular ſhape, 
being from a foot to a foot and a half in 
length, and ſometimes above fix inches thick 
near the rump) will weigh from eight to twelve 
pounds ; and moſtly conſiſts of a delicate kind 
of fat, which by ſome people is eaten with 
bread inſtead of butter, and is uſed for dreſſing 
victuals with, and ſometimes even for making 
candles. ge” 


Here, as being produced in the Carro and 
in a warm diſtrict, the wine is ſaid to be good; 
but I can form no judgment of it myſelf, as the 
farmer had already ſold or conſumed all he had 
made. On the other hand, in Lange Klogf, 3 
being a hr diſtrict, not a drop of wine can be 
made. 


Some Hottentot wives. had got their huts 
built near this farm; and a Hottentot lad, 
who was, in fact, in the ſervice of the farmer, 
had at that time lain for ſeveral days in thell 
quarters, afflicted with a bad diforder, which 
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ſeemed to have a great affinity with the putrid 


fever epidemic here, and conſequently would October. 


not bear bleeding. I was forced, however, to 
undertake this operation, in order to reſcue 
the lad from the clutches of his maſter, who 
had an unlimited confidence in veneſection, 


and had already whetted his knife on purpoſe 


to perform it. The patient, who either could 


not or elſe would not give any account of the 


{tate in which he found himſelf, had, previous 
to the operation, a ſmall pulſe ; and during it was 
taken with a univerſal tremor, upon which, af- 
ter his arm was bound up again, ſupervened 
convulſive twitchings. So that, in fact, we 
left our patient in a much weaker condition 
than we found him in, though I had been very 
ſparing in taking blood from him. My hoſt, 
nevertheleſs, was very well ſatisfied, and would 
not be perſuaded but that the tremor was go- 
ing off; at the ſame time he bade his wife 
give me for my trouble the beſt of every thing 
they had in the houſe. In the ſpace of about 
halt an hour, however, they came and told 
us, that rhe poor lad was at the point of death. 
| cannot deny, but that I reproached myſelf 
internally, with having been in a manner the 
inſtrument of his death; I did not however 


| omit, in order as it were to diſburthen my con- 


ſcience, to reproach my hoſt bitterly, as hav- 


ing been the principal, cauſe of ſending the foul 
| of a Hottentot into eternity. But the good 
man ſeemed ſo much troubled, and took it fo 
to heart, that I was actually going to comfort 
him, when he at laſt broke ſilence with a deep 
ſigh, and anſwered me with ſome warmth, 
| laying, The devil a bit did he care for the 


Hottentot or his ſoul either, ſo that he could 
Vol., I. * but 
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but get another ox-leader in his ſtead, as he 
muſt ſoon drive to the Cape to diſpoſe of his 
butter. 


In the mean time we went to ſee the cere- 
monies practiſed with the corpſe. In fact, 
they conſiſt in this; the Hottentots ſhake, jolt, 
pummel and cuft their dying countrymen, as 
well as fuch as are juſt dead; at the ſame time 
ſhrieking and hollowing in their ears, aud caſt. 
ing a world of reproaches on them for dying, 
Neither do they forget beſides to endeavour, 
by fair words and promiſes, to perſuade them 
not to leave this world; as if it depended on a 
man in the agonies of death, to die or not, 
juſt as he pleaſed. I now ſaw this ceremony 
performed to a hair on the youth I had let 
blood, by two Hottentot old women. Indeed, 
I was afraid, that by their perſeverance in this 
pious work, they would quite ſuffocate the 
{mall ſpark of life which, at leaſt juſt after our 
arrival, was perceived in him; but, on the 
contrary, the patient came a little to himſell, 
lo that it appeared, as if by their ſhaking and 
jolting, they had put the languid circulation, 
and conſequently the vital powers into proper 
motion again. My, hoſt and I, however, on 
our ſides, did not neglect to get ſome brandy 
as ſoon as poſſible, in order to moiſten his lips 
and noſe with it. I afterwards heard here, on 
my return from my tour, that this ſwoon came 
on the youth in conſequence of their having 
let him run out of the houſe during the frenzy 
produced by the fever ; as likewiſe, that low 
and fatigued as he was at that time, yet in the 
ſpace of ten or twelve days he had grown 


quite ſtout and hearty, inſomuch, that he bad 
| run 


—0 5 . 


10 
Ol! 


kw Fl" + 


J "TA 


r = ES 
ar So TD a7 VEE n 
Ne Ek 8 
* 7 ME RIA + - 5” 4 CC = 
K ES — 2 9 4 . | 7 24 41 «ry n * 3 a 
EY, Fr as — WS Ln 1 h LA. oi I? * 
1 OY N — 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


© = - 2 — 
edn. WE ERA, notmb eons — : 
- 5 og ba ** _ — 2 — 8 — IR =—_ 
7 = 2 8 N * 8 2 whe 44 7 * 1 1 _— 
3 * 2 n = r 
- * 9 —ů <6 2 . 2 - 7 
* - I 2 _ £ i. 7: IG 7 \ 
: — — — — 
me . 4 — 
1 


1C Tun away from his maiter during the jour- 1775. 
is ney to the Cape, in which I mentioned that Ottober, | 
my hoſt intended to make uſe of him as ox- : | 
leader. | 

e- ; li 
d, There was an ofter extremely well ſtuffed, vn 
It, which I now keep in the cabinet of curioſities 1 1 
as belonging to the Academy of Sciences, but q 
me which being a rarity in thoſe parts, my landlord |: 
alt. intended as a preſent for the governor, and had "nk 
ng. kept it hid up in a private place for that pur- N 
ur, poſe : he now, however, gave it to me by way 1 
hem of recompence for bleeding the lad, fo thankful 21778 
Jn 2 was the ſimple boor, and ſo much charmed with Wii il 
not, this operation. This otter ſeemed to be of N 
ony the ſame ſpecies with our European otter, and 1 
| let to differ from it only in ſize, and in being of wt 
eed, a lighter colour. The length of the body, "I 
this meaſuring from the noſe to the root of the bhi 
the tail, is two feet and a half, and the whole . 
our length of the tail rather more than eighteen 148 
the inches. This animal, in all probability, lives 1 
nſelf, chiefly on a kind of round crabfiſh and frogs; RRM 
; and as in the freſh water of all the African rivers, 1 
ation, that I have laid down in my map, two ſorts of 1 
roper filh only, that I know of, are to be found, (and Wil 
r, on theſe too in a very trifling quantity) viz. a very bill | 
randy ſmall kind of gi/t-head, the ſpecies of which 1 
is lips | have forgot to deſcribe, and the cyprinus Wit. 
re, on gmmoryncus, about the ſize of an ordinary Wt 
came herring. ; 1 
having \j 
frenzy On the 17th we went from the arid Carrow Hy 
at low diſtrict into Lange liloef, (or the long dale) |. 
in the which commences at Brak-rivier. By way of i 
growl reinforcing my team, I was obliged to buy an- h 
he bad other pair of oxen here, at eight rixdollars a | 


v0 Y 2 head. 
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head. The farmer's wife, who ſeemed to be 


Odttober. the chief manager here, warranted them to be 


without fault or blemiſh. As one of them, 
however, when we drove from hence, was ſoon 
found to be rather lame in one of the hind 
legs, we began to harbour ſome ſuſpicions of 
the fair vender's honeſty. Her neighbours at 
leaſt aflured us, that with reſpect to the de- 
pendence that was to be placed on her word, 
the ox might have been lame of all four legs, 
without our having any reaſon to blame an 

thing but our own credulity. We were like. 
wile over-reached with regard to a horſe that 
we left here, by this fame hoſteſs of ours and 
her huſband. Shortly after this they removed 
to the Cape, with a view to go into the com- 
merctal line there. They were nevertheleſs at 
this time, hoſpitable to the fulleſt extent of the 
word; at the ſame time, eating themſelves 
with an appetite that aſtoniſhed us. As hoſpi— 
tality is commonly practiſed, and, indeed, isa 
leading feature in the character of the country 
people here, ſo it appears to me from ſeveral 
circumſtances, that deceit in their dealings 1 
like wiſe very prevalent in the colony; and by 
no means conſidered in ſo low and deſpicable 
a light, as it is with us, or as it really deſerves 
to be. 


In the neighbourhood of Brak-rivier, as well 
as in other places in Lange Klo, they made 
great complaints concerning the p graſs men- 
tioned above, as growing in Artaquas Nlocf, 
though nobody could, with any degree of cer 
tainty, point out any particular herb as coming 
under that denomination, | 

n 
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8 In this part of the country I was conſulted 1775. 
8 by a married woman, who, through ignorance, October. 
_ as well as impatience, had pulled away piece- 
MN meal her uterus, which was in a prolapſed (tate, 
4 without any bad conſequences enſuing. 
at Near the ſource of Keurebooms-rivier there 
le- was a farm, from which, by a troubleſome 
rd, toot-path, one might go in a day to Algoa-bay 
855 in Houtniquas. Pott-rivier is likewiſe called 
* Chamika, a name, which, as there was no room 
ke. for it in the map, I thought it was proper to 
hat mention here for the ſake of future travellers. 
and As Mr. IMMELMAN and I being on horſeback, 
ved had rode to a good diſtance before the waggon, 
om. we loſt our way, it being then very dark; we 
1s at had the good luck, however, at length, to come 
the up to a farm, not far from the laſt- mentioned 
ves river. We found the farm inhabited only by 
oſpi ſome Hottentots, who were left there by a co- 
18 4 loniſt in order to look after it. They were ſo 
intt) crols-grained, as not to anſwer either in Dutch 
veral or Portugueſe Mr. IMMELM ax*s enquiries about 
gS K the road, although he promiſed to give them 
d by ſomething to drink, and though, as we were 
cable afterwards affured, they perfectly underſtood 
Erves both theſe languages; but, to make amends, 

they jabbered a great deal to us in their own, 

of which, however, we could not comprehend 
well a ſyllable. I do not know whether this beha- 
made viour proceeded from a wicked diſpoſition, the 
mer. foundation of which is to be fought for in the 
Rlocf general depravity, as it is called, of human na- 
of cet. ture; or whether it might not rather be couſi— 
omilg dered, as a well-founded grudge harboured in 


the breaſts of theſe people againlt the Chriſtian 

£ | 5 „ 7 . 4 i Wes . 

coiomits, We ſince heard of many in{lances, 
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1775. in which the ſame thing had happened elſe. 


October. where to other Chriſtians, who, by way of 


putting a trick on theſe poor fellows, pretend- 
ed to be ignorant of the Hottentot language; 
and by this means heard unſuſpected the an. 
ſwers of the Hottentots, conſiſting in mere im. 
pertinence and ſcoffing jeſts, which they threw 
out againſt the Chriſtians with the higheſt glee, 
and, as they thought, with impunity, till the 
latter pulled off the maſk in order to avenge 
themſelves. 


As we could get no information from theſe 
Hottentots, we endeavoured to find the way 
again ourſelves, as well as we could: but jul 
as I imagined I had hit upon it, and as I was 
riding acroſs the river juſt mentioned, my 
horſe ſank all at once in the ooze quite up to 
the ſaddle. I immediately threw myſelf off on 
the bank ; but we found it a difficult matter 
to drag my horſe out of this quagmire ; and af. 
terwards were obliged, together with our wag: 
gon, that came up afterwards, to wait for the 
dawn of the following day (the 22d) before ve 
could find the right fording-place, when we 
proceeded to the river Kukoi, or, as it is pro- 
nounced,  Ku-? koi. | 


This name, which ſignifies head or maſter, 
has probably been beſtowed upon this river, 
as being the firſt branch, or rather the ſource 
of the great river of Cam. t Naſi, which again 
runs into that of PCamfour. The farm at 
Kukoi river is called Avanture. From tht 
mountains thereabouts we ſaw the ſea, without 
being able to get the leaſt glimpſe of the fo- 


reſts of Houtniquas, on account of other mou 
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tains ſituated between. Neither had any one 
tried to go down from hence into Houtniquas. 


We ſtaid in Lange Kloof till the 31ſt, or laſt 
day of this month incluſively. 


At Apies-rivier I faw an old Byſhies-man with 
his wife, who, I was informed by farmer P. 
Verejra, had, a few months before, reigned 
over above a hundred Boſhies- men; but they 
were now tranſlated by the farmer from that 
princely, or rather patriarchal dignity, to that 
of being ſhepherds to a few hundreds of ſheep. 
With regard to other matters, he gave them 
the higheſt commendations, as being quite dif- 
ferent from the Hottentots in general, alert 
and exact in their buſineſs, and likewiſe as be- 
ing well contented with their lot, and ſuiting 
their inclinations to their fortunes. It is poſſi- 
ble, indeed, that this ancient couple, in con- 
ſequence of their good ſenſe and experience, 
might actually find a greater and more ſubſtan- 
tial bliſs in being placed at the head of a flock 
of ſheep, than when they were on their throne 
ſurrounded by their ſubjects. I will even ad- 


mit the farmer's aſſertion, that his ſheep throve 


better under the care of theſe illuſtrious and 


conſequently more enlightened perſonages; yet 
ſtill it is a deed that cries to heaven for ven— 
geance, to bereave a Whole community of its 
head and governor, for the ſake of ſome ad- 
vantage and utility accruing thereby to a flock 
of ſheep, the property of a vile peaſant We 
law, moreover, as we rode along (eſpecially 
in Lange Kloof) numbers of fugitive Hottentots 
of both ſexes, who were now no longer pur- 
ſucd, partly on account of their age andinfir- 
mities, 
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mities, and partly becauſe it was not worth any 


October. coloniſt's while to lay hold on them, as the 
Y— would be liable to be demanded back by their 


former maſters. One of theſe that I paſſed on 
the road, a very old man, died (as I was told) 
the day after of weakneſs and fatigue. Mot 
of theſe fugitives carried a thick ſtout ſtaff, 
generally headed with a heavy gritſtone of two 

unds weight or more, rounded off, and 
with a hole bored through the middle of it, in 
order to increaſe the force of the ſtick for the 
purpoſe of digging up roots and bulbs out of 
the ground; and at the ſame time for piercing 
the hard clay hillocks, which are formed to the 
height of three or four feet, by a kind of ants, 
(termes ) a ſpecies of inſect of which the Boſhies- 
men's food in a great meaſure conſiſts, It gave 
me no {mall pain, to ſee the poor old fugitives 
frequently waſting the remains of their ſtrength 
on theſe hardened hillocks in vain, ſome other 
animal, that feeds on ants, having worked its 
way into them, and conſumed all their provi- 
ſion before hand. 


I was at a place in Lange Kloof, where ſeve- 
ral Hottentot fugitives came to beg tobacco of 
our hoſts. They acknowledged, that they had 
come over the mountains from Houtniquas, 
where they had, indeed, had a very good mal- 
ter; but ſaid, that they choſe to go home to 
their own country: and, indeed, ſince the 
death of one of their companions, were more 
particularly obliged to remove from thence. 


At Rrakkeel-rivicr the ground was very ſto— 
ny, and there were a great many heaps of peb- 
ble-ſtones, three or four feet in height, that had 

lam 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


Jain there time out of mind; ſo that no conjec- 
tures could be formed, to what end or on what 
occaſion they had been laid up together. 


In a vale near this ſpot I ſaw ſeveral large 
pits, with a ſharp ſtake placed in the middle, 
intended as ſnares to catch the larger ſort of 
game. I and my horſe were very near being 
caught in one of them ourſelves. 


In the mountains near Klippen-drift lives, it 
is ſaid, a race of Hottentots, which, from the 
place of their abode, are called Mountain- 
Hottentots. Theſe are, without doubt; the 
ſame kind of Boſhies-men, that ſteal and make 
their prey of cattle, and, in other reſpects, live 
on game and the natural produce of the fields, 
as J have deſcribed above. The farmers here- 
abouts, on that account, did not dare to let 
their cattle feed at any diſtance from their 
farms. 


At Zwarte Tioof, a farm between Krakkeel 
and Wagenbooms-rivier, they ſhewed me a Hot- 
tentot girl. about ten years old, who, though 
born and brought up in their ſervice, had got, 
as they ſaid, even at that tender age, the Hot- 
tentot way of eloping. She had run away for 
a tortnight together, and in all this time had 
lived on nothing but the wild produce of the 
fields and woods; and yet had kept up her 
lech, and returned home plump and in good 
condition, On her return, ſhe gave an ac- 
count of herſelf ro the following purport. That 
ſhe had wandered to a great diſtance, and once 
ar the fight of a huge beaſt, (which, on her 
giving a farther deſcription of it, was ſuppoſed 

to 


03 IS 
4 8 Abs 5 e , IE 2 122 
. r F AU ITE 3 

. ˙ © 4 TL RIF! e nns „s 1 

r eee IR 

OR OS n 

o T Wk F, a 


— 


2 * 2 0 = —_ 
— 7 2 — ö Mo I 3 7 uw P — of * 7 L . 
e Shea. r 1 the " s . —— KS 4 —* 
my — — \ 1 _—_— * 2 orci 44” Ss. — — 4 — EE) ” - 
* * _ ä 4 0 * —— x "Ss > _ 
. — Of 4 2 — . 2 > * 5 e 
— — — g — * 2 + 
8 _ A J 3 
— pa Wo — & 7% q 
> pl h * 1 — — of a 
. 8 - : 
x 4 - 


r TR. 
wk — 


A 
＋ * * * 2 


; ES 


— 


et b £ W% Ee : * 
r n — 


ES - 
—_— — 


8 


4 — ů — —— —  — ——— — — * x 
1 - 4 * x — — 


ä — — — 
— n 
> Ja 2 


* W 
— | 


— 


9 2 
——  —_— — — — 
oe * 
— — 
— —— 


. — —ͤ— 


r 
* 


ay y <1 
1 
ED \ 


OD 


7 
* 

— — — 

ah - - 


— 3 
* 


r 


— . ER 


n wx 
IL 


— — t - T 
6 - M's _ . . 1 I 
/ ts EE ROT 8 
- * — Jo — gp . — 


— 7 1 — — * 


: 
4 


330 


A VOYAGE To TRE 


1775. to have been a lion) ſhe was ſo terribly fright. 
October. ened, that ſhe immediately made the belt gf 


her way home. 


About Wagenbooms-rivier there is found, a0. 
cording to all accounts, a lizard as black as ; 
coal, about a foot in length, which we ſuppoſe, 
to be very venomous, as the Hottentots teſti. 
fied the greateſt dread of them. This creature 
is ſaid, however, to be very rare. The hea; 
of ſtones lying near this ſame river, are the pe. 
culiar abode of great numbers of thoſe little 
animals which are deſcribed by M. PALL as, by 
the name of cavia Capen/ts*, and by the colo- 
niſts are called daſſes, or badgers. Theſe crea. 
tures, which have ſome affinity with the ordi- 
nary marmots, and are about the ſame ſize, 


are caten by many people, who look on then 


as a delicacy. They are likewiſe eaſily made 
extremely tame, and are found in many other 
laces in the African mountains. The little 
Daſſen iſlands on the weſtern coaſt of Africa, 
take their name from them. 


On thaſe places in the mountains, where theſe 
creatures dwell, there is found a ſubſtance 
called here Daſſen-pijs. It reſembles petroleum, 
or rock-oil, and by many, that have ſeen it, is 
actually conſidered as ſuch. It is likewiſe uſed 
by ſome people for medical purpoſes, and by 
them is ſuppoſed to have greater powers than 
is conſiſtent with any degree of probability. 
Finding that this ſubſtance did not ſtand the 
ſame proofs as petrolæum, and at the ſame time 


* This animal is of the fame genus with the Guines 


pig, or caVin cobaya. 
that 
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t· that it was found only in places frequented by 1775. he 
of the daſſes, I had ſufficient reaſon to conclude October. i 
that it proceeded from this animal, and that it i 
is moſt probably the menſtrual excretion of the 1 
0 creature; as obſervations made on a tame fe- "A 
male of this ſpecies, have given room for ſuch Wi 
d ga ſuſpicion; and as beſides the daſs's excre- | 
l ments are often found in this ſubſtance, and . 
8 ſeldom any where elſe. [ 
ps 10 
- The river of Three Fountains (Drie Fonteins) | | 
lc WH the laſt in Lange Kloof, is the origin of ſome if 
. great river in Sitſicamma. 1 
0- 101 
a- The temperature of the air for this month i 
di of October, approached as nearly as poſſible to 1 
2 that of the preceding month, or September. Et 
en The rainy days were the gth, 1oth, 19th, 20th, ik 
- 22d, 23d, 26th, 27th, and 28th. p14 
er i; 
tle 1 
Ca, # , | 
4 
| 
1 
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1 
Journey from Lange Dal to Sitſicanima, and fron { 


thence to Sea-cow River. 


3 N the iſt of November we ſet out for 
rem. Rromme. rivier, or the Crooked, river, ſo 


called from the circumſtance of its running 
4 with many turnings and windings through : 
2 very narrow dale. This river was very full of 
ooze, and in other reſpects was inconvenient 
to us, as we had to crols it eight times befote 
we got to £fjen-boſth, which was the following 


SI Sigg HS rn 


_— day, or the.2d of November. 

4 The name of Eſen-boſch is given to a kind th 
2 of woody tract along Efen-rivier, which, as me 
__ well as the wood, has taken its name from the th 

„ eſſe or aſh- tree. This trees makes an entirely no 

i new genus, and 1s deſcribed by me in the m. 

-4 Tranſactions of the Royal Academy of Sei all 

* ences, by the name of FEkebergia Capenſis, in the 

5 compliment to Sir CHARLAHs Gus Tay us Exkx- Pe: 

3 BERG, Member of the Royal Academy of Sci: ” 

þ ences, and Knight of the Order of Vaſa, who W . 

* was the occaſion of my making this voyage; a 

6 and who, by his zeal for- natural hiſtory, and | = 

1 the great pains he has been at in promoting It, oY 


is highly deſerving of this diſtinction, 


The 


as 
A477 
WE 
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The tract of country round about this place 
is conſidered as ſour. A farmer had lately 
choſen this ſpot to cultivate and live in. For 
the preſent, a hut compoſed of leaves and ſtraw 
was all the houſe he had. Here I found and 
made a deſcription of many trees and ſhrubs, 
which I had not ſeen before. Here were like- 
wiſe, in greater numbers than elſewhere, in- 
ſects of that peculiar genus firſt deſcribed by 
Profeſſor TyunBERG, by the name of pneu- 
mora, in the Swediſh Tranſactions, Vol. 
XXXVI. p. 254. This ſpecies, to which like- 
wiſe muſt be referred the Gr. papillos. FABR. 
is compoled of 1. pn. immac. {gryll. unicol. 
LinN :) 2. pn. macul. (gr. variolos. LINN. and 
FaBR.) 3. pn. ſex gutt. (gr. inan. FABR.) 
They are from two to three inches long, and 
their abdomen, one fingle ſmall gut excepted, 
is found empty, and at the fame time quite 
pellucid, and likewiſe blown up and diſtend- 
ed; on which account they are called b/aazops 
by the coloniſts, and are ſaid to live on no- 
thing but wind. In the day time they are 
moſtly filent, but in the places haunted by 
them, one ſometimes of an evening hears the 
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— pmmnnd 


noiſe of them from all ſides, which is tre- 


mulous and tolerably loud. They are eaſily 
allured by any ſtrong light in the dark, and 
then are eaſieſt caught; but very rarely ap- 
pear at that time. A perſon aſſured me, 
they might eaſily be brought out of their 
hiding places by a noiſe, or by talking to 
them, as it were, and going to meet them; 
but when he made the experiment in my pre- 
ſence it failed. 
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On the 3d we baited at the next farm, 


'Novemb. which was on the other fide of Diep-rivier, 


Several Hottentots of the Boſkies-man race, 
who were in the farmer's ſervice, had their 
huts near the farm. Theſe huts were made 
of ſtraw, but were now, for the greater part, 
covered beſides with large ſlips of elephant' 
fleſh, which was cut out zig-zag faſhion in 
ſtrings or ſlips of the thickneſs of two, three, 


and four fingers breadth, and hung together 


to the length of ſeveral fathoms. Some of 
theſe were wound round the huts, while others 
were ſtretched from one hut to the other for 
the ſake of drying them. At this time the 
men, women, and children here had no other 
employment than that of ſleeping, ſmoking, 
and cating elephant's fleſh. And though I had 
eaten dog's fleſh in the South-Sea, yet the 
looks and flavour of the preſent entertainment, 
were ſufficient to take from me all curioſity 
and deſire of taſting that of the elephant. Be. 
ſides, at this time it was not freſh, but had 
been dried for ſome days in the ſun; fo that 
had I taſted of it, my opinion could not by 
any means have been depended on; and I ſhould 
have drawn upon myſelf the contempt of the 
coloniſts into the bargain, who look upon it 
almoſt as horrible an action to eat the fleſh ol 
an elephant as that of a man; as the elephant, 
according to them, is a very intelligent animal, 
which, when it is wounded, and finds that it 
cannot eſcape from its enemies, in a manner 
weeps ; ſo that the tears run down its cheeks, 
juſt as with the human ſpecies when in fſorrov 
and affliction. I was defirous of riding out 


upon the plains where the elephants had _ 
10t, 
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ſhot, in order to ſee the ſkeletons of them; 1778. 


but I was afſured, that all their bones had been Novemb. 


already dragged off the premiſes by the wolves. 


This which they were now feaſting upon they 
ſuppoſed to be a young male, as the tuſks 
were rather of the ſmalleſt, being no more than 
three feet long, and its largeſt grinders not 
above four inches in breadth; while the 
rinder of an elephant which I got from ſome 
other elephant-hunters at the Cape, and now 
preſerve in the cabinet of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences, is nine inches broad, and weighs 
four pounds and a half; though it bears evi- 
dent marks of having been the fartheſt tooth 
in the jaw, and of not being grown to its full 
ſize, having been encloſed in the gum to about 
two-thirds of its breadth. The diſtance from 
the root to the top of the tooth, or its ele- 
vation above the ſocket, ſeems to have been 
three inches. The ears of the elephant ſhot 
at this place, were reported to have reached 
irom the ſhoulders of a middle-fized Hottentot 
down to the ground. One of the fore legs, 
which had been brought to the farm, lay 


there as yet undiſſected. The hide was not 


near ſo compact and cloſe as thoſe of the rhi- 
noceros and hippopotamus, but the texture of 
it ſeemed to be compoſed of larger tubes and 
blood-veſlels ; at the ſame time that the ex- 
ternal ſurface of it was more uneven, wrin- 
kled, and knotty, and therefore cannot be 
uled for making whips, as are the hides of 
the animals juſt mentioned. The foot was 
almoſt round, meaſuring very litle more acroſs 
than the leg, which was hardly one foot in 

diameter, 
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1775. diameter. The toes ſhould be always five in 

ovemb. number, but the hoofs vary in that reſpeR, 
according to the obſervations of M. Buerox, 
Tom. XI. p. 68. In this ſpecimen I found 
only four, the largeſt of which ſeemed to haye 
been on the outſide of the foot, and the ſmall. 
eſt were but one inch each in diameter. The 
{kin under the foot, did not ſeem to be thicker 
or of a firmer texture than that of the other 
parts of the body. 


It was ſuppoſed, that the elephant which 


was ſhot here, had been driven away from its | 
herd by ſome other males ſtronger than itſelf | 
out of Sitſicamma, in the thick foreſts of which 
id the elephants may find an aſylum ; or, to ſpeak N 
1 more properly, be fortified againſt the attack; ˖ 
J of their enemies: for as to Lange Klogf, and 
} other places which the Chriſtians had begun to f 
| inhabit, theſe animals were obliged immedi 
4 ately to retire from them: The chace of the : 
; elephant here mentioned was, according to h 
IJ the acccunt given by the hunters themſelves, 0 
iq (a couple of farmers) carried on in the follow- 5 
ing manner. tl 
FE On the very evening on which they fav N 
5 this huge animal, they immediately reſolved Go 
4 to purſue it on horſeback ; though they were A 
1 ſo far from being ſkilful and practiſed elephant: 
*Y hunters, that they never before ſet eyes upon Wn 
A one of theſe animals. This probably, how WF fer 


ever, according to their deſcription, was not WR a 

leſs than eleven or twelve feet high; while, on WW 

the other hand, the largeſt of this ſpecies are WM «1. 

ſaid to reach to the height of fifteen or fix BM ty: 
teen 
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CAPE ox GOOD HOPE. 


teen feet“. Their horſes, though as much 
unuſed as their riders to the ſight of this co- 
lofſal animal, yet did not flinch in the leaſt. 
The animal, likewiſe, did not ſeem to trouble 
himſelf about them, till they came within ſixty 
or ſeventy paces of him; when one of them 
at that inſtant, after the uſual manner of the 
Cape huntſmen, jumped off his horſe, and, 
ſecuring the bridle, fell upon one knee, and 
with his left hand fixing his ramrod, upon 
which he reſted his piece, into the ground, 
took his aim and fired on the elephant, which 
then had got about forty or fifty paces farther 
off: for in this country, when they hunt the 
larger kind of animals, they generally chooſe 
to take the opportunity of ſhooting at the diſ- 
tance of one hundred and fifty paces ; partly 
becauſe they load their pieces in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the ball, in their opinion, has the 
greateſt effect at that diſtance; and partly at 
this diſtance, they can get time to mount their 
horſes again, and make off, before the wound- 
ed animal can come up to them to take his re- 
venge. Our ſportſman had ſcarcely got into 
the ſaddle, and turned his horſe's head round, 
before he found that the elephant was at his 
heels. Juſt at that inſtant the creature had 
ſet up a ſharp ſhrill cry, which he thought he 
felt pierce to the very marrow of his bones; 


If this be the caſe, the Aſiatic elephants are much in- 
ferior to the African in point of ſize: as Mr. WoLe, who 
was nineteen years in Ceylon, where theſe animals are larg- 
eſt, and who had opportunities of getting the beſt informa- 
tion concerning them, ſpeaks of twelve feet, or fix German 
ells, as being a great height, and mentions an elephant of 
twelve feet and an inch in height, as a great curioſity, Vide 
WoLe's Voyage to Ceylon, juſt publiſhed, 
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A VOYAGE To ras 


and which cauſed his horſe likewiſe to make 


loping with an incredible ſwiftneſs. In the 
mean while the huntſman had the preſence of 
mind to ride his horſe up an aſcent, knowin 

that elephants and other large animals are ſlow 
and unwieldy going up hill, in proportion to 
their weight, but the contrary in going down 
hill. On this account he galloped off with the 
greateſt ſecurity, and at the ſame time his 
companion had the more leiſure to advance to 
one fide of the elephant, where he thought be 
could eaſieſt direct his ſhot at the heart and 
larger arteries belonging to the lungs of the 
animal. This, however, did not hit any dan- 
gerous part, as the horſe was unruly and pull. 
ed at the bridle, which the man had hung over 
his right arm, at the time that, in the fame 
manner as the former, he had jumped off his 
horſe and fired his piece. The elephant, which 
now turned upon this latter, was ſoon tired of 
purſuing him, as he had an opportunity of rid- 
iug from it up a ſtill ſteeper hill than his com- 
panion. Afterwards the two hunters found it 
anſwer better to hold each other's horſes, ſo 
that they ſhould not get away, while each of 
the ſportſmen fired their pieces by turns. The 
elephant, even after the third ball, ſtill threat- 
ened vengeance; but the fourth entirely cool. 


ed his courage : however, he did not abſolute- We 


ly drop till he had received the eighth. Seve- 
ral experienced hunters of elephants have ne- 
vertheleſs aſſured me, that one ſingle ball i 
ſufficient to bring an elephant to the ground, 


but for this purpoſe it is neceſſary, 


iſt, 
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iſt, That the bore of the piece be large 1775- 


enough to admit of a ball weighing about three, Novemb. 


or leaſt above two ounces, 


2dly, That the piece be well ſtocked, which 
will enable it to bear a higher charge ; for it 
muſt be obſerved, that the farmers, for the 
purpoſe of hunting the elephant, ſea-cow, rhi- 
noceros, and even the buffalo, generally chuſe 
and pay a good price for the old-faſhioned Swe- 
diſh and Daniſh muſkets, which at preſent, on 
account of their great weight and clumſineſs, 
are no longer in uſe ; but they generally put a 
{tronger ſtock to them than they had before, 
in order that they may bear a charge ſo muck 
the higher without recoiling. It is in conſe- 
quence of the weight of the piece, that the 
ſportſman hardly ever offers to fire off his gun, 
without reſting on his ramrod in the manner 
before mentioned. Still leſs does any one ven- 
ture to diſcharge his piece, while ſitting on his 
horſe, as both the horſe and its maſter have 
uſually a tremor upon them in conſequence of 
hard riding. 


3dly, It is requiſite for the ſhooting of ele- 
phants, that the ball be compoſed of about one 
part of tin, and two parts of lead ; for a ball 
made of lead alone is always quite, or, at leaſt, 
in ſome meaſure flattened, againſt the thick 
and very tough hides of the larger kind of 
animals, and by this means miſſes its intended 
effect, as I have myſelf ſeen in the caſe of 
the rhinoceros. Again, if there be too great 
a mixture of tin in the ball, this will be too 
light and brittle into the bargain ; ſo that, as I 
have likewiſe found by experience, it will fly 
L 2 aſunder 
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1775. aſunder in the ſeam, when it hits againſt the 
Novemb. boney parts of the body of any large beaſt, 
geveral people have aſſured me, that with mu. 


kets of this kind highly charged, and tin balls, 
they could make a hole through a plovgh. 
ſhare of a tolerable thickneſs. Indeed I never 
ſaw this done, but do not look upon it as in- 
credible; as when I ſeemed to doubt of the 


fa&, ſeveral people offered to lay me a wager 


of it. On the other hand, I was the more 
inclined to believe it, as I knew that with a 
mere leaden piſtol bullet, a perſon has ſome- 
times ſhot through a breaſt-plate. I have 
heard many ſportſmen mention it, as a fact 
well known among their fraternity, that when 
they have got an opportunity of firing with 


the larger kind of fire-arms among a herd 


of zebras and quaggas that have ſtood cloſe 
together, the ball, when it did not hit upon 
any of the boney parts of them, has paſſed 
through four or five of theſe animals at a 
time. 


4thly, It is neceflary above all things to hit 
the elephant on the heart, or ſomewhere near 
it, where it is a great chance but that the ball 
mects with ſome large blood-veſſel, by which 
means the animal ſoon bleeds to death. It 1s 
therefore the more requiſite to have a large 
piece, as the wound made by a ſmall ball, may 
eaſily happen to be cloſed up with fat or clots of 
blood ; not to mention the elaſticity of the hide 
and muſcular fibres, which in the elephant, rhi- 
noceros, and many other large animals, is pro- 
portionally greater than in the ſmaller kind of 
game; and in conſequence of which, the wn 
| made 
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made by the ſhot is the eaſier contracted and 
diminiſhed. 


A man famous for ſhooting of elephants, told 
me, indeed, that the beſt way to come at the 
heart of this animal, was to level the piece at 
that part of its ſide, which is generally in con- 
tact with the tips of its ears; but to judge 
from the beautiful drawing of this creature in 
M. Burrox's work, the ears ſeem too ſhort 
for the directions given ine by my informer to 
be of any uſe; except, indeed, that the Afri- 
can elephants ſhould have ſomewhat longer ears 
than that of M. Burrow ; or that the ears in 
the large and very old animals, are propor- 
tionably much more lengthened, than in the 
young one repreſented in the work above-men- 
tioned, 


It muſt have been from experience, that 
the huntſmen at the Cape have learned not to 
take aim at the elephant's head, as the brain 
is too ſmall to be caſily hit, and is moreover 
well defended by a thick and hard cranium. 
This likewiſe correſponds with what is pre- 
viouſly known with regard to this animal; 
but from what has been ſaid above, it is evi- 
dent, that two or three hundred people could 
not poſſibly have any trouble in ſhooting one 
elephant, (a fact which however is related by 
MM. Burron, page 11, from BosMaN's Voyage 
to (ruinea, page 254,) unleſs the fire-arms, as 
well as the ſportſmen, are miſerable indeed: 
much leſs does it require a whole army, as 
the former author ſuppoſes it does, to attack 
a herd of elephants. In fact, this, in Africa, 
is often attempted by a ſingle huntſman, when 

| provided 
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1775. provided with a fleet horſe uſed to hunting, 
Novemb. and who at the ſame time finds the elephants 
on the plains before him. In ſo doing, he 
hardly runs any greater riſk than when he 


has only one of theſe animals to attack. In ] 

this caſe, the youngeſt elephants are wont to 

fly firſt; but one or two of the old ones, who t 

have the ſtrongeſt teeth, and are the very 1 

identical animals the ſportſmen wiſh to have to q 

do with, ſometimes, perhaps, will run after \ 

him; but as they are ſoon weary and turn f 

back again, the ſportſman turns upon them ii 

again, and always finds an opportunity of d 

ſhooting ſome of them. When one of theſe h 

beaſts is hit only upon the bip, it is generally, a! 

ſaid, that he has received earneſt of the huntl- w 

man, as he 1s rendered lame by it, and in ta 

conſequence of this may expe irom them a Ec 

more dangerous wound before he can be able m 

to get off. The larger the elephant's teeth fo 

are, and the older the animals are themſelves, W dr 

the heavier and flower likewiſe they are ſaid In 

to be, and find it more difficult to eſcape. WF a 

When the ſun has ſhone extremely hot, they W pl: 

have been generally found very weak and ha 

weary, ſo that ſome people have ventured ha 

forth on foot to ſhoot them. Some Hottentots, E- £6 

who are trained up to ſhooting, and often carri- vt 

5 cd out by the farmers for this purpoſe, are par- ca 
i ticularly daring in this point; as they are ſwifter the 
lt in running, and at the ſame time, not without on 
9 reaſon, ſuppoſe that they have a leſs ſuſpicious i ou 
F1 appearance than the white people in the eyes of wit 
the elephants and other animals; and, on ac- ele 

count of the rank odour they have, (ſomewhat bim 

like that of game) which proceeds from their WM mit 

{kin-cloaks, their greaſe, and their bucku pow- his 


der, 
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der, are leſs liable to be diſcovered by the 1775. 


ſcent. ; 


When the elephant finds himſelf wounded, 
he is ſaid not to offer to defend himſelf from his 
enemies, and ſometimes not even to fly from 
them, but to ſtand ſtill to cool himſelf, and 
ſprinkle himſelf with the water, which he now 
and then keeps in reſerve in his proboſcis. 
Whenever he comes to a piece of water, and 
finds himſelf warm, he ſucks up ſome of it, 
in order to ſprinkle himfelf with it. It is alrea- 
dy well known to naturaliſts, that the elephant's 
haunts are generally near the rivers ; neither 
are they ignorant of the care and regularity 
with which, in Aſia, thoſe that are rendered 
tame, are taken to water in order to be waſh- 
ed: ſo that it did not ſeem at all incredible to 
me, that the elephants ſhould ſometimes be 
found, as I am informed they often are, in the 
dry torrid fields of Africa, quite faiat and dy- 
ing with thirſt. One perſon aſſured me, that in 
a marſhy place, or, more properly ſpeaking, a 
place full of land-ſprings, ( fontein grund) he 
had obſerved pretty diſtinct traces of elephants 
having lain there. All the accounts I could 
collect, agreed in this, that theſe animals, 
when hunted, endeavoured, with the greateſt 
care, to avoid muddy rivers, probably that 
they might not ſtick faſt in the ooze; while, 
on the other hand, they induſtriouſly fought 
out the larger rivers, over which they ſwam 
with great eaſe. For notwithſtanding that the 
elephant, from his feet, and the poſition of his 
limbs, does not feem to be adapted for ſwim- 
ming when he is out of his depth in the water, 
his body and head being entirely ſunk under 

the 
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1775. the ſurface, yet he is in leſs danger of being 
* drowned than other land animals, as he carries 
bis long trunk raiſed above the ſurface of the 


water in order to breathe, and can ſteer his 
courſe in it by means of this appendage ; which 
at the fame time forms his noſe or organ of 
ſmell, and is endued with a great olfactory 
power. It has conſequently been obſerved, 
that-when ſeveral elephants have ſwam over a 
river at the ſame time, they have all found the 
way very well; and have been able at the fame 
time to avoid running foul of each other, 
though their heads and eyes have been all the 
while under water. 


It is merely for the ſake of the teeth that 
the elephants are hunted by the coloniſts, 
though at the ſame time they contrive to pre- 
ſerve the fleſh for their ſervants, viz. their 
flaves and Hottentots. And as the larger ele- 
phants teeth weigh from one hundred to one 
hundred and fifty Dutch pounds, which may 
be diſpoſed of to government for as many 
gilders, ſo that a man may ſometimes earn 
three hundred gilders at one ſhot, it is no won— 
der that the hunters of elephants are often ſo 
extremely ventureſome. A peaſant (now dead) 
who had hunted a large elephant over the 
mouth of Zondags-rivier, where it is very 
deep and broad, was bold enough to purive 
it with his horſe, and got over very fate, 
though he carried with him his heavy gun 
on his ſhoulder, and could not ſwim him— 
felf. It was ſaid, however, that he got nothing 
by this bold and daring action, as. the elephant 
took refuge in a clole thorny thicket, where 
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the hunter neither could nor dared to creep 1775. 

after it. Noremb. 

— — 
It is only on the plains that they can ſuc- 
ceed in attacking the elephants ; in the woods, 
where the attack cannot be made otherwiſe 
than on foot, the chace is always more danger- 
ous, The hunter muſt take great care to get 
on the lee ſide of the animal, or againſt the 
wind; for if by means of the wind he once 
gets ſcent of the hunter, he ruſhes directly 
on him, endeavouring to Kill him, eſpecially 
if (as frequently is the caſe) he has ever 
been hunted before; and thus has had an 
opportunity of knowing, from experience, how 
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. dangerous and bold theſe markimen are. 
. More than one of theſe daring men have, by 
. this means, been brought into the greateſt dan- 
- ger. DIRK Marcus, the man I mentioned 
before as living at Hagel-craa/, gave me an ac- 
6 count of one of his adventures of the chaſe' as 
y follows : 

J 3 : 

n 8 Once on a time in my youth, faid he, 
„ WW when from a hill covered with buſhes near a 
o WM wood, I was endeavouring to ſteal upon av 
1) W <lcphant to the leeward of me, on a ſudden 1 
e beard from the lee fide, a frightful cry or 
ry voiſc; and though at that time 1 was one of 
ic MW tie boldeſt of elephant-hunters in the whole 
e, you I cannot deny, but that I was in a 
un WW terrible taking, inſomuch that I believe the 
n- i nah flood quite an end on my head. At the 
x MW fame time it appeared to me, as though 1 
wt WW bad had ſeveral pails of cold water thrown 
ere WW over me, without my being able to ſtir from 
he the ſpot, before I ſaw this huge creature fo 
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1775. near me, that he was almoſt on the point of 
Novemb. laying hold on me with his trunk. At that in 
inſtant I fortunately had the preſence of mind ha 
to take to my feet, and, to my great amaze. of 
ment, found myſelf fo ſwift, that I thought! of 
ſcarcely touched the ground : the beaſt, hoy. ſid 
ever, was in the mean time pretty cloſe at as 
my heels; but having at laſt got to the its 
wood, and crept away from him between the the 
trees, the elephant could not eaſily follow me. der 
With reſpect to the place I was in at firſt, ] frac 
am certain that the animal could not lee me, a 1 
and conſequently that he firſt found me out by WF Thi 
the ſcent. It may be thought, indeed, that, yea 
out of revenge at leaſt, I ought to have fired wit 
my piece at this ſaucy intruder; but, in fact, in t 
g he came upon me ſo unexpectedly, that in my out 
i firſt fright J did not think of it; and after. littl 
a wards, my life depended upon every ſtep | cre] 
bt took; and at laſt I was too much out of hor! 
1 breath to attempt any thing of that kind, dee. 
3 being in fact very glad to get off ſo well as! bro] 
128 did. Beſides I doubt much, whether a ball wer 
4 lodged in the cheſt, would have gone through thei 
1 the pleura into the heart; the ſureſt method they 
_ is, to fire the ball in between the ribs, quite 
il flanting through the lungs or cheſt.” E-Þ 
1 i | ; lows 
1 Another of theſe buſh. fighting gentry, um 
fy CLuaas Volk by name, according to all ac- in hi 
15 counts, was not fo fortinate. Being once JW de Z 
1 upon a plain under the ſhelter of a few ſcam- a8 
1 1 bling thorn-trees, mimo/a Nilotica) he thought W lance 
1 | he mould be able to ſteal upon an elephant hic 
24 that was near the ſpot ; but was diſcovered, ; be's 
| 4 purſued, and overtaken by the animal, which Cape 
„ laid hold of him with his trunk, and beat him of th 
| 1 0 
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to death. This, however, is the only-inſtance 
in the memory of man, of any of theſe hunters 
having met with a misfortune in the exerciſe 
of their profeſſion ; excepting another peaſant 
of the name of RuLO HH CHAM HER, in whoſe 
fide an elephant made a deep hole with its toe, 
as (without ſeeing the man) it was lifting up 
its foot in order to ſtep over him. I examined 
the ſcar left after this wound, and found a deep 
depreſſion of four of the ribs, which were ſtill 


a good deal upon any change of weather. 
This misfortune had happened to him many 
years before, near Zwartkops-rivier, where, 
with two of his companions, he lay ſleeping 
in the open air, by a fire that was almoſt burnt 
out. Theſe, very luckily for them, awoke a 
little before the arrival of the elephant, and 
crept away among the buſhes ; but the ſaddle- 


f horſes belonging to all the three, which, in- 
| deed, were tied to a tree, had their backs 

broke in ſeveral places. The elephants, which 
| W were four or five in number, were paſſing on 


1 their way very leiſurely, at the time when 
d they did this miſchief. | 


From what has been already related, it fol- 

lows evidently, that the elephant-hunt, ſo cir- 

„ WW -umſtantially deſcribed by M. vs 1a CailLt, 
c in his Journal Hiſtorique du Voyage fait au Cap 
& e B. Eſperance, p. 158, 159, 160, 161, 162, 


n- is being undertaken by the coloniſts with 
ht lances, can be nothing elſe but a ſtory, with 
nt „ bich ſomebody impoſed upon the good ab- 
d, bc's credulity; and which, when I was at the 
ch Cape, ſeveral people that knew a little more 
m | ©! the matter, were graceleſs enough to make 
to a jeſt 
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1775- a jeſt of, Neither is there much more probe. 


Novemb. bility in the account given by this author, of 
a misfortune that happened to an elephant. 


hunter in this country. The ſtory runs thus: 
Once on a time three brothers, natives of Eu. 
rope, who bad already made a handſome for. 
tune by following this profeſſion, had, each 
of them being on horſeback and armed with z 
lance, attacked an elephant by turns; which, 
however, at length, laid hold on one of the 
horſes that had ſtumbled, and threw him, to. 
gether with his rider, up into the air, a hun- 
dred paces from him; then taking up the lat. 
ter, ran him through the body with one of 
his large tuſks; upon which the animal held 
him up with exultation, as it were, thus in- 
paled and ſhrieking in a horrid manner, tothe 
two other horſemen, his unhappy brothers, 
It is not extremety probable, that an elephant 
could throw a horſe a hundred paces from 
him, any more than that a man ſhould be 
able to cry out and ſhriek, when he was 
pierced through, and ſpitted on the thick 
tooth of an elephant. But in the abbe's de. 
tence it Muſt be remembered, that this inge. 
nious aſtronomer did not intend to print any 
kiſtorical account of the Cape; the ſhort te- 
marks he made upon this ſubject, being not 
publiſhed till after his death. 


The elephant's manner of copulating 1s 3 
point hitherto much conteſted ; for, notwith- 
ſanding the great number there are of them 
in India, many of which are apt to be in rutt 
in fo high a degree as to run mad in conle- 
quence of it, ſtill nobody has ever been able 


to make them copulate. Several authors 
have 


the male and female are both ſhut np toge- 
ther in the ſame dark ſtable. Others again 
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f have explained the matter in this way; that 1775. 4 
; the elephants were too modeſt to ſuffer any Novemb. K 
: human creature to be witneſs of their union, " 
; (a circumſtance which theſe animals have al- b 
. ways reaſon to be apprehenſive of,) though 1 
„ 


„ have gone fo far as to aſſert, that the ele- | 

e phants are ſo ſhy, as not to ſuffer any of Mi 
- their own kind to be preſent at their copula- ij} 

- tion. And many have endeavoured to explain bl 
t. W the continence of theſe animals in their do- Wh | 
of WW mcſticated ſtate, from the conſideration of I 
d their magnanimity and pride, ſuppoſing them 1 
to have too much ſenſe, as well as greatneſs „ 
ic of ſoul, to wiſh to multiply their race, and 1 
8. thus debaſe it by bringing it into the world 1 
nt in a ſtate of bondage to mankind. But ſince # 

m we know, that elephants, previous to this, 

be WW fufter themſelves to be brought to obey by 


"as W compulſion, and, indeed, to a greater degree 


> of ſubjection than almoſt any other animal, 
de. WW it ſhould ſeem that we cannot with any rea- 
ge- WE fon, beſtow our approbation on this latter 
an} opinion. 

oy 

not WF In all probability, therefore, this repugnance 


in a point to which nature on the other fide, 
viſtbly encourages all her creatures, proceeds 


from the peculiar make of the elephant, ren- 
ith⸗dering it partly unfit for the performance of 
zem theſe rites; an impediment which nature, 
run perhaps, found it neceſſary ot up againſt 
nle- WF the too great increaſe of theſe vigantic ani- 
able mals; as, were it otherwiſe, by deſolatin 


hors WE and laying waſte the whole extent of the 
nave i warmer climates, they would bring on the 


deſtruction 
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deſtruction of their own ſpecies. Moreover, 
as nature does not operate without mean, 
may not the continence of the elephant, whe. 
ther implanted in it by nature, or whether 
it be the mere conſequence of its form, or 
other accidental circumſtances, may not, | 
ſay, this continence be the means employed 
by nature for the promotion of the growth 
and ſtrength of this animal, which are ſo con. 
ſiderably beyond thoſe of any other? Ele. 
phants (excepting ſome males, which, being 


either too old or too young to contend with 


their ſtronger rivals, are hunted away by 
them) always keep in herds ; ſo that while 
ſome few are, perhaps, prevented from copu- 
lating in the early part of life, and conſe. 
quently from being enervated, it 1s probably, 
as I ſaid before, the peculiar formation cf 
their bodies which, after all, proves the great 
eſt obſtacle in this point; for the parts of ge. 
neration in both ſexes are placed about the 
middle, juſt under the belly, and thoſe « 
the male are very ſhort in proportion to it 
body. From this peculiarity in their forms 
tion moſt authors have without ſufficient foun- 
dation concluded, that the females are caps 
ble of admitting the embraces of the male i 
no other manner than lying on their backs 
Nay, although no one has ever been able to 


| fay, that he had been an eye-witneſs to thi 


et that great naturaliſt, M. Burrox, Ton 

I. p. 62, looks upon it as ſo incontrovert: 
ble a point, that he aſſures us, he ſhould nd 
once have doubted of it, even if the traveller 


De Fevxes, TavrRNIRERS, and Buss vs df 
not accord with him, which, however, the] 


do in this particular. He therefore objeGÞ 
like wik 
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likewiſe againſt Ariſtotte, and that with ſo 1775. 


much the greater reaſon, as this author de- 
ſcribes their copulation as differing in no 
other way from that of other quadrupeds, 
than merely in the female's lowering her loins 
on this occaſion. Nevertheleſs, in order to 
determine this ſingular queition with more 
certainty, I let flip no opportunity of interro- 
gating on the ſubje& every elephant-hunter I 
ſaw. To this query they all agreed in re- 
plying, that with reſpect to the above-men- 
tioned argument, they were moſt inclined to 
approve of the common opinion, if they had 
not been differently informed by two of their 
companions, Jacos Kok, and Marcus Por- 
GIETER, Who had actually ſeen elephants co- 
pulate. I met, however, only with the former 
of theſe hunters, who told me, he had like- 
wiſe himſelf been of opinion, that the female 
was obliged to lie on her back or this occa- 
ſion ; till at length, being out along with Por- 
GIETER hunting of elephants, he had occaſion 
to think otherwiſe. On a certain ſpot they 
came to, they could reckon about eight ele- 
phants, which, on account of the ſmall fize of 
their tuſks, they took for females, excepting 
two large ones ; which, making ſeveral circles 
round one of theſe that they took for females, 
(the only one, perhaps, in rut) frequently, 
in all probability, by way of careſſing her, 
{truck her with their trunks, till at length ſhe 
threw herſelf down upon her knees, and keep- 
ing the ſpine of her back in a ſtiff and ex- 
tended poſition, brought her hind feet quite 
cloſe to her fore feet, or ſomewhat beyond 
them ; ſo that ſhe almoſt, as it were, ſtood 
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ſaw her wait a long while together for the ca. 


Novemb. reſſes of the males, who, in fact, likewiſe en. 


deavoured to perform the matrimonial rites, 
but from jealouſy hindered each other, when. 
ever cither of them began to mount. After 
two hours had thus elapſed, the patience of 
our hunters began to tire; and the rather, be. 
cauſe, on account of the uneven and ſtoney 
nature of the ground, which, however, had 
no wood upon it, and of a river being be. 
tween them, they could not dare to advance 
and fire at theſe animals. I will not diſſem. 
ble, that though I have not the leaſt occaſion 
to doubt the veracity of my informer, and 
though what he told me is by no means im. 
poſſible, I yet find great difficulty in this mat. 
ter. But on the other hand, the ſame ma 
be ſaid of M. pz Burron's, or the common 
opinion ; firſt, as they have not been able 
to confirm it by the teſtimony of any eye. 


witneſs, nor even by any inſtance of this kind 


in other quadrupeds properly fo called; thats, 
in ſuch animals as have ſome degree of affinity 
with elephants; ſecondly, as the female's h. 
ing on her back can hardly be more cone. 
nient for the male, eſpecially as the vaging, 
according to what I am told, goes from the 
tore part backwards; thirdly, it is beſide; 
well known, that the older elephants, on ac: 
count of the unwieldineſs of their bodies, 
chiefly ſtand when they fleep, in order to 


avoid the trouble and difficulty of lying dom 
and getting up again. TAVERNIER, indeed Þ 
in his third volume, informs us, that the tame] 


females when in rut make themſelves a kind 


of bed, and lay themſelves in it on thel} 


backs, at the ſame time inviting the mak 
elephant 


JN ac 
odies, 


ler t0Þ 
down i 
deed, 
e tame 


a kind] 
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elephant by a peculiar cry, &c. but as the 
author did not ſee this himſelf, and that be- 
ſides it is entirely contrary to the modeſty and 
diſlike to copulation for which the female ele- 
phants have always been remarked, I cannot 
do otherwiſe than leave M. TAVERNIER's re- 
lation and different opinions touching the ſub- 
ject, to the teſt of future experience “. 


With regard to the time that the female 
elephants go with young, I could get no in- 
formation; but that their cubs ſuck with 
their trunks, is confirmed by the obſervations 
of many. The female elephants have, more- 
over, been ſeen followed by two or three cubs 
at a time, though of very different ſizes, viz. 
from three to eight or nine feet high ; but 
the largeſt of them, which conſequently was 
almoſt full grown, was, nevertheleſs, to the 


great aſtoniſhment of the huntſman, ſuckled 


by the mother. And when it ſo happens, as 
is not unfrequently the caſe, that by a female 
being ſhot, an infant-cub has been deprived 
of its mother, and at the ſame time been ſe— 


* Compare with the foregoing account that given by 
Wore with reſpect to this ſubjeR, in a book juſt publiſhed, 
called“ The Lite and Adventures of John Chriſtopher 
Wolf, with his Voyage to Ceylon.“ This author pretends 
to have had as much experience in regard to elephants, as 
the generality of jockies in England with reſpect to horſes ; 
and poſitively aſſerts, that the female lies on her back on 
thi? occaſion, at the ſame time giving a circumſtantial de- 
ſeription of the whole proceſs, In the Additions to the Hiſ- 
tory of the Elephants which M. ps Buro has given in 
his Supplement, Lom. III. (ed. in 4to) and Tom. VI. p. 
165, (ed. in 12mo) a M. Bres deſcribes the copulation of 
the elephants in Ceylon, in the ſame manner as farmer Kox 
does here, 
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uſe 


1775. parated from the other elephants, it has en. 

Novemb. deavoured to aſſociate with the hunters and 

1 their horſes, in the place of its deceaſed mo. 
K ther, and followed them wherever they went, { 
6 3 With regard to this, ſeveral farmers aſſured I 
4 me, that they could get ſome milch- cows 7 
by from the Hottentots in the way of barter, or I 
* take ſome from home along with them, to n 
* rear the elephants cubs with, in caſe they had v 
. any tolerable encouragement given them by 9 
. the governor: but, perhaps, in defect of p 
5 milch-cows, which, in fact, are rather difficult e 
4 to be had there, they may bring up the young A 
4 elephants with gruel or porridge, or elle with V 
1 decoctions, or other preparations of thoſe la 
4 herbs which it has been remarked that the V 
4 elephants principally chuſe to feed on. fe 
a 1o 
„ According to the accounts of authors, and U 
. to what I could learn both from the Hottentots pe 
H and coloniſts, elephants have no ſcrotum ; fe 
A | but their young ſucklings might probably, ne- of 
{ ] vertheleſs, undergo a certain operation, and 30 
9 thus might be domeſticated to greater advan- br 
1 tage than thoſe that are now uſed in India; wi 
in for by means of this operation, as well as by ot 
1 habit, they would infallibly be leſs nice m W le 
. their food, leſs riotous and unruly, more har— w] 
7 dy, and not in the leaſt ſubject to the fury WF pe 
. that ſometimes ſeizes them in the rutting ſea- W th 
4 ſon. But though food ſeems more difficult to WW gr. 
5 be got for elephants in India, than it poſlibly an 
i could be at the Cape, yet I doubt whether it an 
. would be worth while for many private peo- at 
5 ple in that colony to keep them; but it cer- to 
4 tainly would be very proper for government to leſ 
1 endeayour to tame ſome of theſe animals, and Ca 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


uſe them in its ſervice. . In India an elephant 


has an hundred pounds of rice-groats daily, Novemb. 


raw and boiled, and mixed up with butter and 
ſugar; beſides, this they give it arrack and 
piſang, (vid. Boron, p. 43 ;) but as this 
animal in its ſavage ſtate gets neither butter 
nor arrack, this, perhaps, is to the full as un- 


neceſſary as to have it ſerved out of golden 


veſſels, and be waited on by noblemen, as is 
done in Pegu. M. DE Bueeon, p. 143, ſup- 
poſes the conſumption of proviſion by a wild 
elephant to amount to 150 pounds of graſs 
and roots daily; and in the Memoires pour ſer- 
vir a P Hiſt. des Animaux we find, that in the 
laſt century, an elephant in the menagerie at 
Verſailles, was reckoned to be very ſufficiently 
fed with 80 pounds of bread, two buckets of 


ſoup, and twelve bottles of wine every day. 


This elephant died in its 17th year, but would, 
perhaps, have lived longer, if it had not been 
fed quite ſo plentifully; as otherwiſe the age 
of an elephant is reckoned 150, 200, and even 
200 years, or more. Perhaps a young one 
brought up at the Cape, would be contented 
with diſtiller's waſh, grains, cabbage, and 
other vegetables, together with parboiled bar- 
ley, malt, or wheat. Wine being not- very 
wholeſome for them, might be very well dif- 
penſed with,; but as by promiſing it liquors, 
this animal may be made to exert itſelf to a 
greater degree than uſual, it might not be 
amiſs to give it a few bottles of wine now 
and then, However, as wine 1n this colony is 
at a very low price, the expence with regard 
to this article is likewiſe tolerable : neverthe- 
leſs, it cannot be denied, but that even at the 
Cape it muſt be difficult to find fo large an ani- 
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1775- mal as this in proviſion ; but, on the other 
Novemb. hand, it muſt be remembered, what great ad- 


vantages may be gained by keeping them ; for 
beſides that the elephant is extremely docile, 
ſenſible, and obedient, its ſtrength is very 
conſiderable. It is ſaid to be able with its 
trunk, to lift two hundred weight on to its 
ſhoulders from the ground without the leaſt 
difficulty, and to carry goods to the amount of 
three thouſand two hundred weight with eaſe 
and pleaſure. It is likewiſe able to pull up 
trees by the roots with its tuſks, and break the 
branches off with its ſnout (vid. Bureon, I. 
c. p. 41, 42 ;) nay, with this ſingular inſtru- 
ment it can untie knots with great readineſs, 
open locks, and take up the ſmalleſt piece of 
money from the ground. 


* But to give an idea (ſays M. de Burrox) 
of the ſervice this animal is capable of doing, 
it is ſufficient to mention, that all the caſks, 
ſacks, and packs which are ſent from one place 
to another in the Indies, are conveyed by ele- 
phants ; that they are capable of carrying bur- 
thens on their backs, necks, tuſks, and even in 
their mouths, by means of a rope, one end of 
which is given to them, and which they hold 
between their teeth ; that being endued with as 
much intelligence as ſtrength, they take care 
not to break nor do any damage to the parcels 
entruſted to their care; that they take them 
from off the beach into the boats without ſut- 
tering them to be wet, laying them down 


gently, and adjuſting them in their proper 


places ; that when they have put them into 
the place where they were ordered, they try 
with their trunks, whether they ſtand fate or 
not; and if a caſk is in danger of — 

they 
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they will go and get ſtones of their own accord 1775. | 
to ſet againſt it.” Novemb. 


So that it is no wonder, that an animal of 
ſuch great utility ſells in India for nine, or ten, 
nay, even as high as thirty-ſix thouſand livres 
(vid. I. c. p. 43.) Theſe animals would be 
found particularly ſerviceable in bringing tim- 
ber from Houtniquas and Groot Vaders-boſch, 
and in tranſporting goods between the CAPE 
and Bavy-FaLso; eſpecially as, according to 
BurFoN, p. 42. they can with great eaſe per- 
torm a journey of fifteen or twenty leagues a 
day, and twice as much if you puſh them on. 
They make as much way in their walk as a " 
horſe does in his uſual trot, and in running as . 
a horſe does in a gallop, (l. c.) When in ſome | 
places they are diſturbed by the hunters at 
the Cape, and find no woods there to ſhel- 
ter them, they do not ſtop before hey get ſe- 
veral days journey from the ſpot where they 
were. As the elephants in this colony are now 
become more wary, withdrawing into Si- 
camma and other woody tracts of country where 
they are difficult to ger at, or far up the coun- 
try on the north fide of Viſch-rivier and into 
Cafferland, people have lately been leſs inclined 
to hunting them that they were for ſeveral 
FF years back; eſpecially as they are obliged to 
dell all the ivory to the company, which pays 
by the pound leſs by one half for the ſmall 
. tuſks than what it does for the large ones: for 
| KF which reaſon, the peaſants frequently ſmuggle 
* the ſmall tuſks to the Cape in their butter- 
) KF tubs, with a view to get ſomewhat better pay- 
ment for them from the private merchants. 
rl Many years back, when the elephants 
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Novemb. people (ſeveral of whom were living when! 


— was there) particularly diſtinguiſhed themſelves 


A VOYAGE To THE 


were to be found near the Cape, nine or ten 


by their ſucceſs in ſhooting thele animals, 
though not without undergoing ſome danger 
and hunger, and the greateſt difficulties for 
many months together; after which, on the 
other hand, they would in an equal], or per- 
haps much ſhorter period of time, as freely 
and prodigally ſpend what they had earned in 
theſe expeditions, which might be from an 
hundred to three hundred rixdollars a man. 
The conſequence of this was, that a conſider- 
able number of elephants have been extirpat- 
ed: nevertheleſs, it is agreed on all hands, 
that this is a mere nothing in compariſon of 
the number of thoſe that eſcape ; as ſometimes 
one ſees them in flocks to the amount of ſeve- 
ral hundreds or even thouſands, though, per- 
haps, one 1s not able to ſhoot above one of 
them : ſo that they, probably, herd together 
in infinitely greater numbers about the more 
remote and unfrequented rivers in the other 
parts of Africa, where, perhaps, they do not 
only find an aſylum, but even cxerciſe domi- 
nion over mankind ; while the people that in- 
habit thoſe parts are without the knowledge of 
gun-powder, an article of ſuch various utility, 
the invention of which people are ſo univer— 
ſally of accord to find fault with, the great 
ule of which, however, in the conſervation 
and civilization of our ſpecies (though 1 have 
never heard acknowledged by any one) it does 
not appear to me difiicult to perceive; a great 
many Negroes, for want of powder and firc- 
arms, being obliged to make their dwellings 
under-ground, merely on account of the ele- 

phants; 
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phants; by which, however, they have often 1775. 
the mortification of ſeeing their plantations Novemb. 
deſtroyed. Cl 


The Hottentots that I took into my ſervice 


near Zondags-rivier, told me, that in a hunt- 


ing party, ſome of their acquaintance had got 
an elephant's cub for their ſhare, which tol- 
lowed them to their craal, where they had 
killed it, and feaſted on its fleſh, The mo- 
ther, who probably had at length traced it out 
by the ſcent, went at night, when it was dark, 
to the craal, and, by way of revenge, deſtroy- 
ed and turned every thing ſhe found topſy 
turvy. 


Both Negroes and Hottentots lay ſnares for 
theſe animals by means of pits which they 
make, covering them over neatly afterwards, 
in places where the elephants are uſed to paſs, 
but the quantity caught by this method 1s very 
inconſiderable. I have alſo been told, that the 
Hottentots are ſometimes adventurous enough 
to throw poiſoned darts at an elephant, after 
which they muſt have the patience to follow 
the animal ſeveral days by the ſcent, before 
the poiſon is capable of ſpreading over its 
huge body, and of cauſing it to fall. | 


The Negroes, who, according to certain 
private information I have received, mutuall; 
buy and fell the tail of the elephant at the 


price of its weight in gold (or, according to 


M. ps Boro, p. 63,) exchange it in the 
way of barter for two or three ſlaves, induced 
by ſome ſuperſtitious notion, have the bold- 
neſs to cut it off from the body of the living 

animal. 
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1775. animal. The Hottentots, however, ſet no more 
Novemb. value upon it than they do upon the tails of 
the buffalo or other animals, which they carry 
in their girdles, as tokens of their dexterity 

and ſucceſs in hunting. | 


I brought the tail of an elephant home with 
me. The ſkin of it being ſtripped from the 
tail itſelf a foot, is two inches broad, and 
5 about the thickneſs of a thin ox's hide. Pro- 
74 bably on the body of the animal, when alive, 
1 this tail was ſcarcely thicker than a man's 
| thumb. 


3 From the tip of it, and near it to about a 
1 foot higher up, on the outſide, grow ſome ſtiff 
ſmooth hairs, of a gloſſy black colour, and 
fourteen or fifteen inches long, in all to the 
number of about one hundred and eighty, of 
the thickneſs of middling packthread or iron 
5 wire. Theſe hairs are not hollow, but of a 
ſi horny nature throughout their whole ſubſtance; 
bo a great many of them, however, are tough, 
and will bear to be doubled or tied in knots 
1 without breaking, and can ſcarcely be ſnapped 
aſunder by the ſtrength of a man, and would 
therefore be uſeful for making beards to fiſh- 
ing-hooks; though ſome of thein, on the other 
hand, are very brittle. The greater part are 
1.8 rather flat than round, and many of them very 
4 uneven and a little twiſted, while ſome are 
3 thicker towards the point. Perhaps theſe hairs 
bt are not to be found upon every elephant, but 

| only upon the large and old ones; as ſeveral of 
my acquaintance, who have ſeen theſe animals 
in the menageries of Peterſburgh and Paris, 
could not recollect having obſerved theſe hairs, 
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juſt as I have been deſcribing them, and ſhew- 1775: 


ed to them at the time. 


Foſſil elephants teeth, perhaps, are ſeldom 
to be had at the Cape; probably from their 
not having dug deep any where thereabouts, 
and from the Hottentots having long fince 
catched up and carried away ſuch as, after the 
death of any elephant, may have been to be 
found near the ſurface, and likewiſe from the 
Caftres being accuſtomed to make bracelets of 
ſuch as they can procure, Seafaring men, 


however, who have viſited the eaſtern coaſt of. 


Africa, have informed me, that they have ivory 
there either for barter or for ſale, in a much 


greater quantity than it is probable the bar- 


barous inhabitants could themſelves procure 
by bunting. This likewiſe accords with what 
I think I remember to have read in ſome old 
writers of voyages. A farmer told me, that 
when he lived in the diſtrict of Cango in this 
colony, he had found ſome elephant's teeth, 
not in the leaſt damaged, three feet under 
ground, which he imagined had been buried 
there in former times by the Hottentots as a 
treaſure, It is likewiſe poſſible, that they 
might have been buried by degrees, and in 
proceſs of time by the winds raiſing the ſand 
and duſt near them, and afterwards were far- 
ther covered over by the mould produced by 
decayed trees and vegetables. As likewilc 
people at the Cape are very little uſed to pry 
into the bowels of the earth, there perhaps 
ſtill lie buried, from the like cauſes, in ſeveral 
ſpots thereabouts, a hundred times this quan- 
tity of elephants teeth. It has, however, much 
more puzzled the philoſophers with their 1yt- 

tems 
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1775- tems and conjectures to explain, how elephants 
Novemb. teeth and bones, as well as the remains of the 


rhinoceros, ſhould get to the cold latitude of 

1 Siberia, where, by the name of relicks of the t 
4 Mammouth, (an imaginary ſubterraneous ani. 1 
_— mal,) they are ang up in greater quantities c 
2 than any where elle. ; 
bY In the mean while, till this matter is cleared 
2 up, as after the whole is mere conjecture ; M. T 
* DE BuxroN, for inſtance, (fee his Supplement, } 
i of late refuted with great ſolidity by M. Ma ' 
= RIVETZ, Phyſique du Monde, Tom. I.) modi- ' 
1 fying the earth according to his own fancy, t 
1 and, after having previouſly brought it to a { 
4 ſwelling heat, ſuppoſing it firſt began to cool { 
- 4 at Siberia and near the pole, at which time the I 
= creation of elephants, &c. took place ; others 2 
i | again drowning it in a deluge, in order to have } 

3x an opportunity of carrying thither by the tor- t 
= rent the rhinoceros and elephant from the t 


warmer climates of Aſia: I, for my part, could 
wiſh, that theſe great men with their ſyſtems, 


. would allow them quietly to take their own ; 
* courſe, and to get to Siberia on their feet. 
1 No caſier method at leaſt, none more natural, : 
5 nor more conſiſtent with the conſtant practice K 
0 of other migrating animals can poſſibly be 
; thought of. Who is not, for inſtance, ac- \ 
# quainted with the pertinacious migrations from 2 
time to time of the /emings (mus lemmus,) where } 
4 they muſt in the end be frozen and famiſhed 7 
Wt: to death, in caſe they chance to eſcape in the \ 
1 mean time, being made a prey to ravenous ! 
br, animals, or being drowned in croſſing rivers. #1 
2 t 
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The mus migratorius ſeu accedula of M. PaL- 


LAS, is another inſtance of this diſpoſition in Novemb. 


animals to migrate. Of the migration of an- 
tilopes, eſpecially of the ſpring-boks, down- 
wards to the Cape of Good Hope, 1 ſhall bave 
occaſion to make mention farther on. The 
more conſiderable peregrinations of locuſts, 
indeed, will, perhaps, be of no avail, as ex- 
amples in the caſes of quadrupeds ; but thoſe 
roduced above are ſufficient to make it pro- 
bable, that elephants likewiſe are ſubject to 
migrations, either from ſome motive equally 
unknown with that of the lemings, or for cer- 
tain reaſons which offer, as it were, of them- 
ſelves to our conjectures : for inſtance, a con- 
ſiderable increaſe in the number of theſe ani- 
mals, their want of food, the inconveniencies 
attending an unuſually dry and hot ſeaſon, their 
being moleſted by mankind, or attrighted by 
the eruptions of volcanos and earthquakes in 
their native ſoil. 


I put the too great increaſe of the elephants 
in the firſt place, on account of the almoſt in- 
credible number one ſees at the Cape of Good 
Hope, as well as the many centuries this ani- 
mal is ſaid to live. If moreover we aſſume the 
hypotheſis, that the ſouth-eaſt part of Aſia, 
which is at preſent inhabited by a numerous 
and prolific race of men, viz. the Chineſe, 
had been as favourable to the increaſe of ele- 
phants, more eſpecially in the firſt ages of the 
world, which are ſuppoſed to have been the 
moſt fertile in all the productions of nature; 
it will naturally follow, that the numbers of 
thele animals would, ſome time or other, 
have received ſo great an augmentation, that 

the 
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the ſcarcity of food, and the mutual confliq; 


Novemb. hetween different herds of elephants, muſt have 


obliged ſome of them to ſeek their 1 
elſewhere. 


Dry and hot ſummers would naturally have 
increaſed this deficiency of food for elephants, 
and accelerated their removal; and at the ſame 
time, for. the ſake of coolneſs, determined their 
courſe towards the north, and finally to Sibe. 
ria. I am very ready to believe with natural 
philoſophers, that this latter country was for. 
merly not ſo cold as it is at preſent ; but can. 
not ſuppoſe it to have been by any means warn 
enough to harbour elephants, excepting indeed 
in ſummer time, as it is will known, that our 
Lapland ſummers, though ſhort, are yet ex- 
tremely warm, 


Swarms of elephants having thus, for one 
or more cauſes, left their native habitations, 
and by degrees, or, perhaps, by a baſty and 
ſudden removal, having arrived at a great dil- 
tance from it, in more ſevere climates, and 
been there overtaken by a cold autumn or win- 
ter, it would be no wonder, it they had got 
out of their latitude, and ſpread themſelves {till 
farther into Siberia and the neighbouring coun- 
tries; and there having periſhed, have been 
buried at greater or leſs depths by earthquakes, 
by the falling in of ſteep mountains, and by 
rivers changing their courſe, and at length 
have left to inquiſitive poſterity evident monu- 
ments of their migrations. 


A journey of about twenty-five or thirty 
degrees, or about one thouſand one hundred 
and 
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and forty miles, between China and Siberia, 1775. 
cannot be looked upon as long for elephants, Novemb. 
as I have already obſerved at p. 357, that theſe 
animals can with eaſe travel to the extent of a 
degree, or twenty leagues in a day, or ſome- 

times twice as much: and, indeed, according 
to L'Afrique de MaR MOL, Tom. I. p. 58, when 
they are put to it, they will make, in the ſpace 
of one day, fix days journey. 


By the account I have given of the elephants l 
at the Cape, I find that I have been induced 
to dwell with ſome prolixity on the hiſtory of 

| this animal. I would therefore wiſh, in or- 
der to make it the more complete, to quote 
from different naturaliſts and writers of travels 
ſome remarkable paſſages, which tend greatly i 
to illuſtrate the underſtanding and diſpoſition bell 
of the elephant. 
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“In India they were once employed in 


+ launching of ſhips. One was directed to force 0 
a very large veſſel into the water; the work i 
| proved ſuperior to his ſtrength; his maſter, 

. FF with a ſarcaſtic tone, bid the keeper take away 

t this lazy beaſt, and bring another in his ſtead ; 

1 KW the poor animal inſtantly repeated his efforts, 

fractured his ſcull, and died on the ſpot.” 

n KF (PexnnanTt's Hi. of Quad. p. 155, from Lu- 

, DOLPH. Com. in Hiſt. Aithiop.) 

i In Delli an elephant, paſling along the 


j- ſtreets, put his trunk into a taylor's ſhop, 
where ſeveral people were at work; one of 
them pricked the end of it with his needle. 
The beaſt paſſed on, but in the next dirty pud- 
dle filled his trunk with water, returned to the 
op, and ſpurting every drop among the peo- 
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1775- ple who had offended him, ſpoilt their work,” 
ovemb. (Pa NN. J. c. from HAMILTON's Hiſtory of the 
EAsT-INDIks.) 


An elephant in Ad/meer, which often paſſed 
through the bazar or market, as he went by a 
1 certain herb-woman, always received from her 
i a mouthful of greens. At length he was ſeiz. 

. ed with one of his periodical fits of rage, broke 
from his fetters, and running through the 
market, put the crowd to flight; and among 
others this woman, who in haſte forgot a lit. 
tle child ſhe had brought with her. The ani. 
YL mal, recollecting the ſpot where his benefac- 
—_ treſs was wont to fit, took up the infant gently 
1 in his trunk, and placed it in ſafety on a ſtall 
__ before a neighbouring houſe.” (PENN. from 
1 TERRV'Ss Voyage.) 


— r Se” =” 88 


Another in Dekan not having received the 
arrack it had been promiſed by its cornac or | 
governor, by way of revenge killed him. | 
The cornac's wife, who was an eye-witnels to t 
this, took her two children and flung them " 
before the elephant, ſaying, Now you have 0 


deſtroyed their father, you may as well put aa 1 f 
end to their lives and mine. It inſtantly ſtop- . 
ped, relented, took the greateſt of the chil- . 
dren, placed him on its neck, adopted him for 1 2 
its cornac, and never afterwards would permit © 1 
any body elſe to mount it.” (Buro, Tom. 1 4 
XI. p. 77, from the Marquis DR Moxrui- ! * 
RAIL. | ſe 
ti 

If the elephant is of a revengeful diſpoſition, ] P. 

it is likewiſe equally remarkable for gratitude. Þ If 


A ſoldier at Pondicherry, who was accuſtom- 
ed, 
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2 ed, whenever he received the portion that 1775. 

came to his ſhare, to carry a certain quantity , oremh. 
of it to one of theſe animals, having one day * ; 
drank rather too freely, and finding himſelf 4 
purſued by the guards, who were going to take 
him to priſon, took refuge under the elephant's 
body and fell aſleep, In vain did the guard 
try to force him from this aſylum, as the ele- 
phant protected him with his trunk. The 
next morning the ſoldier, recovering from his 
drunken fit, ſhuddered with horror to find 
himſelf ſtretched under the belly of this huge 
animal. The elephant, which, without doubt, 
perceived the man's embarraſſment, careſſed 
him with his trunk, in order to inſpire him 
with courage, and make him underſtand, that 
he might now depart in ſafety. (Boro, 
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A painter was deſirous of drawing the ele- thy 
phant which was kept in the menagerie at Ver- I; 
ſailles in an uncommon attitude, which was " 
that of holding his trunk raiſed up in the air | 
with his mouth open. The painter's boy, in 
order to keep the animal in this poſture, threw 
fruit into his mouth; but as the lad frequent- 
ly deceived him, and made an offer only of 
throwing him the fruit, he grew angry; and, 
as if he had known, that the painter's inten- 
tion of drawing him was the cauſe of the 
affront that was offered him, inſtead of re- 
venging himſelf on the lad, he turned his re- 
ſentment on the maſter, and taking up a quan- 
tity of water in his trunk, threw it on the 


jon, | paper on which the painter was drawing, and 
ide. Jpoiled it. (Mem. pour ſervir a P Hiſt. des 
om- Animaux, 
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Animaux, par Męſſieurs de P Acad. des Science, 


Novemb. Part, III.) 
— — 


On the 4th we came to Leeuwen-boſch, a 
little wood ſo called, on a river of the ſame 
name, from the circumſtance of its having 
been formerly in a peculiar manner inhabited 
by lions. At this time there lived here a ſlave 
of each ſex, for the purpoſe of tending a few 
cattle belonging to a farmer, and of preſery. 
ing the corn-fields from the inroads of the 

azels. The flave's hut compoſed the whole 
of the buildings on the premiſes, beſides an 
open ſhed, under which we took our night's 


lodging. 


On the 5th we entered into Sitſicamma, 
where we viſited the three firſt farmers that 
lay in our road. As in this province there 
were various unknown plants, and no natu- 
raliſt had been there before us, we ſtaid there 
till the 12th, when we took our departure, and 
ſet off for Zeekoe, or Sea-cow-rivier ; and 
finally, from the 15th to the concluſion of 
the month, took up our lodging in a farm 
ſituated at the lower or ſouthern ferry-place 


of this river. 


On the eaſtern ſide of Leeuwen-boſch the 
country may be ſaid to be a champain or open 
country, the long range of hills, by the fide 
of which we had travelled all the way from 
the Cape, terminated here, or elſe running 
on to the north. This tract of land ſeems to 


come under the character I have given of 


the, Sweet graſs-fields and plains towards the 


ſhore. The ſame may be ſaid of the hither 
part 
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part of Sitficamma, which, eſpecially near the 1775. 


ſhore, was extremely low and ſandy. 


The myrica cerifera is likewiſe to be found 
here, as well as at the Duyven, or Doves, as 
they are called at the Cape. The greeniſh 
wax-like and tallowy ſubſtance, with which 
at a certain time of the year the berries are 
covered, and which is probably formed by in- 
ſes, being uſed by the inhabitants for making 
candles, which burn rather better than thoſe 
prepared from tallow. 


On the plains I ſaw numerous herds of the 
antilope dorcas, (or haribee/t, vide Plate I. Vol. 
II.) and likewiſe ſaw the gnometie, or little ga- 
zel, I ſpoke of at p. 297. 


The interior part of Sitfcamma is ſaid to 
conſiſt of an impenetrable foreſt. Two Hot- 
tentots, who wiſhed to penetrate through it 
from the Houtniquas ſide, are ſaid to have been 
obliged, after having made a fruitleſs attempt 
during ten or twelve days, to turn back again, 
happy to have reached home in ſafety. They 
perceived a great number of elephants, with 
ſeveral broad beaten tracks made by theſe ani- 
mals, but which extended only from north to 
ſouth, ſo as to terminate and loſe themſelves in 
thick woods either near the ſhore, or at the 
range of mountains which ſeparates Sitſicammo 
from Houtniquas. Buffaloes are likewiſe found 
there in great numbers. 


Kromme-rivier itſelf at its mouth, or where it 
empties itſelf into the ſea, is very broad and 
Vol. I. B b deep; 
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deep; fo that ſhips might lie at anchor in it 
very commodioufly, if the ſea-breezes and the 
ſurge, which, probably, are every day varying 
the ſhape- of this coaſt, had not blocked up the 
mouth of it. 


Zeekoe-rivier, which in ſeveral places had 
been deep enough to harbour a great number 
of thoſe large animals called ſea- cor, (Hippopo- 
tamus amphibius, Plate IV. Vol. II.) from which 
it derives its name, we now found ſo much 
choaked up with ſand near the ſea- ſide, that we 
could go over it dry-ſhod. 


In Kromme-ribier, the farmer that lived on 
the ſpot had brought thoſe animals to be ſo fa- 
miliar, that I ſaw them ſwimming up and down 
the river in broad day-light, and often ſtick 
their noſtrils up out of the water, in order to 
blow themſelves or take breath. 


On the heights near the upper farm on Zei. 
koe-rivier grew the bread-tree (brood-boom) of 
the Hottentots, diſcovered by Profeſſor Tauy- 
BERG, and of which he has given a deſcription 
and drawing by the name of Cycas Caffra, in 
the Nova Ada Reg. Soc. Scient. Upſ. Vol. II. p. 
283. Tab. V. The pith or marrow (medulla) 
which abounds in the trunk of this little palm, 
is collected and tied up in dreſſed calf or ſheep 
ſkins, and then buried in the earth for the 
ſpace of ſeveral weeks, till it becomes ſuti- 
ciently mellow and tender to be kneaded up 
with water into a paſte, of which they after- 
wards make ſmall loaves or cakes, and bake 


them under the aſhes. (For a fuller deſcript!- 
ol 
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on of this vide l. c.) Other Hottentots, not 1775. 

quite ſo nice, nor endued with patience enough Novemb. 
2 . . f . — — 

to wait this tedious method of preparing it, are 

ſaid to dry and roaſt the marrow, and after- 

wards make a kind of brown frumenty of it. 

This cycas grows likewiſe near the Drie Fon- 

teins in Lange-kloof. 


In all Sitfcamma there were but eight 


farms. Among other rare and curious vege- 1 
tables, it is ſaid there is a kind of fig-tree in [ 
the woods here, which is of a lofty gigantic 1 


growth, with undivided leaves; and the fruit 
of it is as good, if not better, than that pro- 

duced from thoſe which are cultivated in our 
gardens. 


At Slangen-rivier, two years before my ar- 
rival in theſe parts, a ſhip is ſaid to have ſent 
a boat aſhore, the crew of which filled ſeveral 
caſks with water; and afterwards, going di- 
rectly on board the ſhips, ſet ſail before any of 
the coloniſts could come up to ſpeak with 
them. Having had an opportunity of taking 
obſervations on, and of laying down on my 
map a long tract of the coaſt between Sitficam- | 
ma and Zondags-rivier, and being obliged to 
beſtow names on two remarkable points pro- 
jecting from it, I thought proper to name 
them after two experienced Swediſh naviga- 
tors, who at the ſame time have deſerved tue 
approbation of the public by the charts they 
have given of the African coaſt, I mean the 
Captains ExeBerG and BurxTZ. The former 
has given the world a good chart and defcrip- 
tion of Table and Falſe-bays. The other in his 
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1776. later voyages has added to the obſervations 
Novemb. made by the former gentleman upon theſe 
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places, and has extremely well laid down the 
coaſt between Mgſſel-bay and the Cape; during 
the period that, being on his return from Chi- 
na in the Swediſh Eaſt-Indiaman, the Stock. 


Holm Slott, he had the misfortune to be detain- 


ed for a conſiderable length of time by con- 
trary winds, in conſequence of his ſhip's hav- 
ing loſt her rudder. Captain Bur Tz likewiſe 
kindly communicated to me the views of the 
country as they are ſeen from the ſea, which 
are placed at the top of my map. 


The little iſland which I have placed near 
Point EKEBERG I have, in fact, never ſeen 
myſelf, but thought it right, at all events, to 
lay down on that ſpot, as Captain Bu RTZ was 
induced by an old Portugueſe chart, that gives 
a tolerable 1dea of the coaſt, to conclude, that 
the bay called in it Bay-conſtant, where there is 
a little iſland near the point, is the ſame inlet 
that I have laid down near Kromme-rivier ; 10 
that, being on ſhore, I poſſibly might not be 
ſituated fo as to ſee the iſland diſtin from the 
continent. | 


Here it is likewiſe neceſſary to remark, that 
all the maps and charts of the eaſtern coaſt of 
Africa hitherto known, are faulty in making 
the extent of it to the eaſtward much leſs than 
it really 1s, and than I found it to be in my 
journey over land. I am likewiſe ſenſible, that 
many navigators have, in the courſe of their 
voyages, taken notice of the ſame error ; and 
among them Captain Cook, at the time when, 

P being 
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being on his return from his firſt voyage round 
the globe in the Endeavour, he fell in with 
this coaſt unawares. Moreover, during our 
ſtay near Sea-cow-river, a ſhip was ſeen one 
evening under full ſail making directly for the 
ſhore, and did not tack about till ſhe was al- 
moſt too near. I afterwards learnt at the 
Cape, that this was a Dutch veſſel; and that 
from the chart ſhe carried with her, ſhe had 
not expected to come upon the coaſt nearly ſo 
ſoon, nor had ſhe perceived it till juſt before 
ſhe had tacked about. My hoſt, who, while 
the veſſel was hovering about the coalt, had 
rode along with me to a part of the ſhore 
higher than the reſt, could diſtinguiſh the 
ſhip's crew from thence; but it ſeems that 
none of them ſaw us, probably on account 
of ſome miſt or exhalation proceeding from 
the land. 


I remember to have read ſomewhere in an 
Engliſh Magazine an account of the Dodding- 
ton, an Engliſh Eaſt-Indiaman, having ſuffer- 
ed ſhipwreck on an iſland or rock ſituated in 
33 + deg. or, more probably, 32 + S. lat. near 
the eaſtern coaſt of Africa. This account 
mentions, that two perſons rowed in a {kift 
from the wreck to the continent, where, as 
ſoon as they arrived, which was towards the 
evening, wearicd out with bard labour, they 
turned the boat toply turvy, and crept under 
it in order to go to relt ; notwithſtanding 
which they were in great danger from the 
wild bealts, (probably the hyanas or tiger- 
wolves) which endeavoured to ſqueeze theim- 
(cives in under the boat in order to get at 
them, 
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1775. them. The next morning they met with the 
Novemb. wild inhabitants of the country, (in all likei- 
= —Y hood the Boſbies- men) who took from them a 
1 brace of piſtols and their clothes; though af. 
1 ter a little conſideration, and on the ſailors 
1 earneſtly entreating them on their knees, they 
1 ſuffered them to keep their boat and oars, and 
„ return to their diſaſtrous iſland, as to an aſy. 
= lum; whence they at length, together with 
» 30 ſome more of the crew, proceeded in a bark 
= made out of the wreck to the northward, and 
es came to a nation that abounded in cattle and 
1 elephants teeth, (probably the Caffres) where 
1 they were very kindly received, &c. On re- 
„ 5 collecting myſelf, and comparing this account 
vl with one I had from the coloniſts, it appears 
468 to me that this ſhip was wrecked right before 
= the mouth of Zondags-rivier; as about twenty 
= 1 or thirty years ago, a ſmoke was ſeen proceed- 


by ing from the iſland ſituated there. A farmer 
1 of the name of VEREIRA, who at that time 
» 3 was a hunting of elephants in this diſtri&, had N 
1 bought of the Hottentots a piſtol and a piece 
1 of red cloth, which they ſaid they had got of 
1 ſome people who had come to them from fea, 
{Ft The coloniſts likewiſe informed me, that a 
Rk year after this event, a dogger was ſent from 
1 the Cape, at the requeſt of the Engliſh Eaſt? We 
3 India company, in order to ſearch for the 

1 above-mentioned iſlands, and the goods that 
Wt were left there; but that the captzin came 
. back, as they thought on purpoſe, without 
5 executing his commiſſion. It perhaps would 

3 ſtill pay for the labour to build a boat at Zon- 

F N dags-rivier, with a view to ſearch for ge 
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ſmall iſlands; but in order for people coming 


ſary that ſomebody ſhould have previouſly ob- 
ſerved the true latitude on the continent direCt- 
ly oppoſite to them; after which, by making 
ſignals by fires, the ſame place might eaſily be 


diſcovered. I often ſaw the above-mentioned 


iſlands from Point Padron in the harbour of 
Krakehamma. 


The farm near S2a-cow-river, where we 
took up our head quarters from the 15th to 
the 3oth, belonged to an honeſt old coloniſt, 
by nation, if 1 remember right, a Heſſian. 
He was a ſenſible, active, ingenious man, and 
conſequently had got his farm into the beſt 
order ; upon which he had built many more 
tenements, than we had ſeen on any farm we 
had hitherto viſited in the whole courſe of our 
journey. The main body of the houſe alone 
conſiſted of fix rooms. He had à great num- 
ber of Hottentot ſervants, as well as cattle; 
but had laid the foundation of his fortune by 
hunting elephants. Having been a great tra- 
veller himſelf in his youth, he wilhed to ren- 
der us every ſervice that lay in his power; 
offering to aſſiſt us with a good Hottentot 
guide, who was at the ſame time an excelient 
ſhot, as ſoon as he heard that we intended to 
expoſe ourlelves to all the dangers and hard- 
ſhips that might ariſe in the courſe of an expedi- 
tion of one hundred leagues, between that place 
and Bruntjes Hoggte, for the ſake of botanizing 
and hunting. But, unluckily for us, the corn- 
harveſt was now approaching, it beginning on 
the 23d of this month; befides which, many of 

his 
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1775. his Hottentot labourers were laid up with a bi 
ovemb.. Jious fever. 


I was therefore obliged to wait till the har. 
veſt was over, and to forward 1t with all the 
aſhſtance my Hottentots could give. In the 
mean time he delegated to me the province of 
attending and curing the ſick, and that with 
the greater confidence, as 1 had juſt before 
made two female Malabar ſlaves belonging to 
a neighbour of his, find their legs again, who, 
out of mere idleneſs, had kept their beds for 
ſeveral days under pretence of illneſs. Three 
ſlaves of the ſame nation, likewiſe belonging 
to this neighbour of his, alſo recovered by my 
aſſiſtance from a bilious fever; one of them, 
who had but juſt before fallen ill, was cured 
by a ſtrong decoction of tobacco, the only 
emetic I juſt then had at hand. She bore, 
however, ſeveral tea-cups full of this diſgult- 
ing liquor before it operated. The other two, 
who had lain above twelve days, at laſt got 
over the diſorder by an alteration in their diet; 
but two other ſlaves, who were likewiſe Mala- 
bars, had juſt before died here of the ſame 
fever. A violent bleeding at the noſe was 
ſaid to have ſupervened a ſhort time before 
death, and immediately after it the gall guſh- 
ed out in preat quantities through their nol- 
trils; a circumſtance, to which the afhiſt- 
ants, very injudiciouſly keeping the freſh air 
from them with the greateſt care, by cover- 
ing them up with the bed-clothes and ſhut- 
ting the doors quite cloſe, did not a little 
contribute. 
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With the Chriſtians the diſorder was at the 
height on the third day, but with the ſlaves and 
Hottentots on the fifth or ſeventh. 


I obſerved that the Hottentots complain- 
ed much of a pain in their heads and necks, 
and ſometimes in their ſhoulders. This pain 
vaniſhed and moved downwards into their 
arms and legs, (ſo that they were not able 
to ſtand) as ſoon as the diſorder changed for 
the better, which moſtly happened after the 
adminiſtration of emetics. In a Chriſtian 
girl the criſis came on with violent pains in 
the feet. 


The pulſe was, it muſt be owned, tolerably 
high; thoſe that tried veneſection, however, 
obtained no relief from it, and were, notwith- 
ſtanding, troubled with a bleeding at the noſe 
in the courſe of the diſorder. The whites of 
the eyes remained yellow a long while, ex- 
cepting in ſuch as had vomited ſuthciently, and 
by that means a metaſtaſis of the pains was 
made from the neck to the legs and feet. 
The fick Hottentots belonging to my laſt hoſt 
Jacos Kok, who had been jult captured, and, 
by paſting into his ſervice, had made too fud- 
den a tranſition from their ſavage manner of 
living, bore very dangerous doſes before they 
could be made to vomit. For this purpole, 
beſides the tobacco, I made uſe of vinum eme- 
ticum, ſeu aqua benediftta rulandi, which I 
prepared according to the Diſpenſary of the 
London college for 1762, viz. two ounces 
of croc. antim. lot. in à bottle of common Cape 
wine. 
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1775. Though ſixty drops of this was ſufficient to 
Novemb. cauſe a pretty violent vomiting in a Hottentot 
girl of fifteen years of age, brought up from 
her infancy among the Chriſtians, and likewiſe 
in ſeveral adults, that made uſe of it at the 
Cape, yet four ounces had not the leaſt effect 
on three Hottentot girls of about the ſame age, 
whom I had under my care all at one time; | 
was obliged, therefore, to force them to 
ſwallow pieces of ſhag tobacco in ſubſtance, 
and to drink ſeveral baſons of the tobacco 
decoction, before I could bring them to vo— 

mit. 


on ws re? ent eo 1 Cc ̃ tmn. . 


To two ſlender and diminutive youths, who 
were newly captured, I gave, by degrees, ſe. 
veral ſpoonfuls of the aqua benedifta above- 
mentioned, till each of them had taken about 
two ounces of it, after which it began to ope- 
rate. A youth of about twenty years of age, 
who had been very lately caught, took eleven 
grains of gummi gutta, but did not ſeem to fee! 
the leaſt effect from it; upon which I gave 
him, as well as to an old Hottentot newly cap- 
tured, forty and above years of age, (both of 
them lean and flender) ſeveral tea-cups full of 
the aqua benedidta, which was now very thick 
and full of ſediment, taking care at the fame 
time to ſhake up all the crocus of antimony from 
the bottom of the bottle. At firſt I trembled 
myſelt for the conſequences which might enlue 
from ſuch large doſes, but found that they 
Wee | had very little effect, till I let the patient ſwal- 
=_ low, all at once, a foot at leaſt in fubſtance 
__ of tobacco cut in pieces, and drink ſeveral 

1 large baſons full of a ſtrong infuſion of tobac- 
co, 
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co, and at the ſame time ſwallow down the 
tobacco of which the infuſion was made. 
Nay, I was obliged into the bargain, to empty 
Mr. IMmvELMAN's ſnufi-box into the throat of 
the younger of them, in order to encourage 
the vomiting : the operation was for all that 
very moderate in this caſe; otherwiſe, the 


more bile the patients vomited, the ſooner 


they got well, viz. in the ſpace of about two or 
three days. 


A fat bouncing Hottentot woman, who had 
been ſeveral years with the Chriſtians, either 
feigned or fancied herſelf fick. I have great 
reaſon to believe, that ſhe pretended to be ſo, 
in order to have the pleaſure of ſwallowing the 

ieces of tobacco, and the tobacco decoction, 
which I ſo liberally diſtributed on this occaſi- 
on. Here it mult be obſerved, that I placed 
the ſick in the ſhade near the front door, and 
adminiſtered the medicines myſelf, in order to 
be able to judge the better of their operation; 
but muſt contels, that I was amazed to find 
theſe people's ſtomachs require ſuch large doſes 
of ſo bitter and ſtrong a poiſon, as is tobacco. 
Though, in faQ, it is to the full as aſtoniſhing, 
to ſee the coloniſts, particularly ſuch of them 
as have been bred in India, eat greedily of fo 
pungent and fiery a ſubſtance as raw capſicum, 
juſt as if it was a piece of bread or a ſweet— 
meat. As a preſervative for the health, I 
made every body in the family take a ſpoon- 
ful of vinegar, with freſh rue, faſting ; af- 
ter which, nobody was attacked with the diſ- 
order. 


On 


379 
1775. 


ovemb. 


— nmomnd 


5 5 BY _ \ 5 8 
oy + pt hel 
380 AjVOUTAGE To THe 
Nl On the 29th, the Hottentots in the neigh- b. 
ovemb. bourhood aſked the permiſſion of their maſter, * 


—Y”to have a ball and dance, in compliment to 


my Hottentots, who had rendered them the 
eflential ſervice of aſſiſting them in getting 
in their corn, and were now ſhortly going 
away. Their requeſt was granted, and 28 
ſoon as the moon began to ſhine, the ball was 
opened al freſco. About twenty perſons of 
both ſexes joined in this dance, which waz 
kept up till paſt midnight with the greateſt 
ſpirit; and, indeed, I may ſay, without the 
leaſt intermiſſion. The ball, however, did 
not finiſh with this; but they went afterwards 
under cover, and, fitting all round in a ring, 
kept ſwinging the upper part of their bodies 
backwards and forwards with a flow and even 
motion, ſinging all the while in a dull mo- 
notonous manner. A dreſſed ſkin was ſtretch: 
ed over a kettle, on which they drummed with 
their fingers, in uniſon with the voice. 
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The Hottentot woman, who had made or 
fancied herſelf ſick, in order to get ſome of 
the tobacco decoction, ſeemed to be the prin- 
cipal perſon that had the direction of the dan- 
cing, as well as the muſic, vocal and inſtru— 
mental. Should the reader with for a more 


particular deſcription of this dance, I can ſay | 
little elſe concerning it, than that it is not to 1 
be deſcribed, at leaſt not in all its different tice 
figures and movements. Neither, indeed, do = 
I conceive, that it was confined to any part!- by 
cular rules; the chief intention ſeeming to a 
be, to put the body into motion: for which WW wr 


purpole, every body hopped and jumped 5 
bot! 
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both by themſelves, and occaſionally with each 
other ; and doubtleſs with the ſame intentions 


they wreathed, twined, and twiſted their bo- 


dies into every droll and uncommon. attitude 
their fancy led them to. Though, perhaps, a 
Hottentot might be induced to form the 
ſame opinion of our moſt faſhionable dances. 
In the mean time it is poſſible, that the Hot- 
tentot dance I have been endeavouring to 
give ſome idea of, was not totally without art 
in its kind, as my Hottentots from Buffeljagts- 
rivier ſaid they had never ſeen ſuch a one 
before, and that they were not .capable of 
joining in it. Our hoſt and hoſteſs, who like- 
wiſe looked on for a time, pointed out to me, 
however, two of their country dances ; one 
was called the baboon-dance, in which the 
imitated baboons or apes: this, as well as the 
others, was diſtinguiſhed by a thouſand gri- 
maces, the performers now and then, more- 
over, going upon all fours. The other was 
called the bee-dance, in imitation of a ſwarm 
of bees. In this every performer now appear- 
ed to make a buzzing noiſe. In this manner 
the ball continued till day-break, when the 
greater part of the dancers were obliged to re- 
turn to their daily labours. | 


I likewiſe at this time ſaw an inſtance of the 
polygamy practiſed by the Hottentots, a prac- 


E tice, however, which is ſaid to be very rare 
among them. An old Hottentot had married 
two wives, and ſeemed in a manner very proud 
of the poſſeſſion of them, as doing credit to his 
E manhood. I was informed, however, that the 
ladies very often quarrelled, and not unfre- 


quently 
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1 1775. quently came to blows; and that when thei; 0 
=. | Novemb. ſpouſe went to part them, they uſed both with I 
= one accord to fall upon him, and wreak their q 
—_ vengeance upon his hair.—In theſe times, 
=” when the Hottentots for the greater part are c 
= ſlaves, it is not to be wondered at, that their [ 

- manners are ſubje& to changes. In the mean 

= while I could not get any intelligence to be 
= depended upon, how far polygamy had been } 
- i formerly more or leſs practiſed. The marti. c 
= age ceremonies among the Bofhies-men, are l 
2 ſaid to be no other than ſuch as are inevita. 1 
4 bly neceflary and agreeable to nature, viz, T 
_ the agreement of the parties and conſum. t 
* | mation. L 
1 My hoſt and hoſteſs, who twenty years be. ſ 
1 fore had lived nearer to the Cape, viz. at Gro c 
bY Vaders Boſch, told me they believed the re. C 
7 i port, that a maſter of the ceremonies per- a 
{i formed the matrimonial rites, by the immedi. t 
1 ate conſperſion of the bride and bridegroom ( 
bs! with his own water, was not without founda- a 
5 tion; but that this was practiſed only within a 
ji their craals, and never in the preſence of any f 
1 of the coloniſts. My Hottentots, whom I fre- t 
19 quently queſtioned upon this ſubject, choſe n 
i neither to confeſs the fact, nor abſolutely to a 
. deny it, fo that probably this uſage 1s ſtill re- t 
10 tained in ſome craals. * 

; That the funeral ceremonies are alike with 
: every different tribe 'of Hottentots, we are t 
iq well affured, as likewiſe that they are con- t 
F ducted in the following manner. The de- t 
13 ceaſed is thruſt either ngked or with his cloak te 


on, 
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on, into ſome hole in the earth, or ſubterra- 1778. 
neous paſſage, Where they generally become Novemb. 
a prey to ſome wild beaſt. However, they 

uſually ſtuff a large bundle of bruſh-wood, 

or buſhes, into the aperture of this hole or 
paſſage. 


I was very aſſiduous in my enquiries, in 
how far it was true, that the Hottentots ſe- 
cluded from ſociety ſuch as were old and help- 
leſs. The only perſon that could give me any 
inſtance of this cuſtom being practiſed, was 
my hoſt. In his younger days, being out a 
hunting in Krakekamma, in company with one 
Vander War, with whom I was likewiſe ac- - 
quainted, they obſerved in the extenſive de- 
ſert plains of that diſtrict, a little narrow ſlip 
encloſed with buſhes and brambles. Their 
curioſity being excited, they rode up to it, 
and found within it an old blind female Hot- 
tentot, who, at firſt, as ſoon as ſhe heard the 
Chriſtians coming, endeavoured to crawl away. 
and hide herſelf; but afterwards made her 
appearance, though with a very ſour aſpect: 
ſhe confeſſed, however, that ſhe had been left 


— to her fate by the inhabitants of her clan. But 


neither did ſhe defire nor receive any aſſiſt- 
ance from theſe Chriſtians, nor, indeed, had 
they made any enquiries whether this was done 
with or againſt her conſent. 


Calling afterwards at the craal ſhe belonged 
to, all the information they got there was, 
that the old woman had aQually been left 
there in that manner by them. With reſpe& 
to any conveniencies ſhe might have about 

her, 
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1775- her, they could perceive nothing, but a trough 
Novemb. which contained a little water. 


Another cuſtom, no leſs horrid, which has 


hitherto been remarked by no one, but which 


J had fully confirmed to me, is, that the Hot. 
tentots are accuſtomed to inter, in caſe of the 
the mother's death, children at the breaſt 
alive. That very year, and on the very ſpot, 
where 1 then dwelt, juſt before my arrival, 
there had been the following inſtance of 
It: 


A Hottentot woman at this farm had died 
of the epidemic fever. The other Hottentots, 
who did not imagine that they ſhould be able, 
neither did they chuſe to rear the female in- 
fant ſhe had left behind her, had already 
wrapt it in a ſheep- kin alive, in order to bury 
it, together with its deceaſed mother; when 
they were prevented from accompliſhing their 


purpole, by ſome of the farmers in the neigh-. 


bourhood. The child, however, died ſoon 
after of convulſions. My hoſteſs, who at this 
time was rather in years, informed me, that 
about ſixteen or ſeventeen years before, ſhe 
had lighted upon a Hottentot infant in the 
diſtrict of Zwellendam, which was bundled up 
in ſkins in the manner above-mentioned, and 
tied faſt to a buſh, near where the child's mo- 
ther had been newly buried. The infant had 
ſo much life left, as to be in a condition to 
be recovered. It was afterwards brought up 
by Mrs. Kox's parents, but died at the age 
of eight or nine years. From ſeveral inſtances 


of this kind related to me by others it follows, 
| that 
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that children are never interred alive, or ex- 
poſed, but when their nearelt relatives, who 
are their natural guardians, are dead: ſo that 
I think we may conclude from this, that even 
ſuperannuated people are never expoled, but 
in caſe of their having no children nor near 
relations to take care of them : and as thele 
caſes may occur but ſeidom, it is not to be 
wondered at if this practice ſhould come to 
be leſs in vogue, and it conſequently we 
ſhould not ſo otten hear of it. In the mean 
time, whatſoever it be that has given riſe to 
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this cuſtom, yet we that have the happinels 


of being in. a more civilized ſtate, have cer- 
tainly not without reaſon accuſed the Hotten- 
tots of inhumanity on this occaſion. Still, 
however, they * "deſerve rather to be vitied, 
than to be reviled and loaded with reproaches 
on this account; for on reflecting a little, 
we ſhould, perhaps, find, that too many per- 
ſons, even in our boaſted ciel ſocleties, are 
left almoſt deſtitute and unaſſiſted; or, perhaps, 
are entirely abandoned to their dreadful fate. 
Indeed I fear, that if we were fairly and ſtrict- 
ly to compare the failings and crimes of the 
Hottentots with thoſe of civilized nations, the 
iſſue would turn out very little to the ho- 
nour of either, and ſtill leſs to that of the 
latter. And in fact, if we impartially conſi- 
der the conduct of mankind in a general 
view, we ſhall not, perhaps, find great rea- 
ſon to flatter it: neither, indeed, would this 
be the way eſſentially to ſerve our fellow. rea- 
tures, as ſe}f-love and flattery, it is allowed on 
all hands, renders us dangerous enemies. to 
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1775. ourſelves; and the caſe is juſt the ſame with 


Novemb. regard to mankind in general. 
— — ; 


On the 3oth, or the day after the ball, we 
prepared for our departure. Our hoſt, who 
had hitherto entertained us in a remarkably 
hoſpitable manner, was even more than com- 
monly careful to provide us with every thing 
that he thought we ſhould want on our jour- 
ney. With this view, he lent me a couple 
of good ſerviceable draught-oxen, in the place 
of two of mine; one of which could not be 
made uſe of, on account of its having been 
bit by a ſerpent, nor the other by reaſon of 
its being in a very bad condition. He like- 
wiſe, as I mentioned before, complimented 
us with his beſt Hottentot, whoſe name was 
PlAT TIE, and whom he had always taken 


with him himſelf, in ſeveral hunting par- 


ties he had made up the country, to carry 
his arms for him, and aſſiſt in killing the 
game. 


Our hoſteſs, who was very well apprized 
that we ſhould not often find a table ready 
ſpread for us in a deſert of an hundred wurs in 
length, and that game did not always abound 
there, made up an excellent viaticum for us, 
conſiſting of a box full of biſcuits, ten pounds 
of butter, and a large wether cut in pieces and 
ſalted in its own fkin ; which, after being taken 
off, was tied up again at each end with the 
meat in it, ſo as to ſerve for a ſack. The reſt 
of our provifion conſiſted of two loaves of 
coarſe bread, together with a bag of flour for 

my 


ries wes — ou 
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my Hottentots, who at this time were three in 
number. 


During our abode here we found a vaſt 
number of inſets, and many ſpecies which 
we had not ſeen before. Among all theſe, 
what moſt excited my admiration was a 
termes. On a warm day, about the conclu- 
ſion of the month, (I forgot to ſet down 
preciſely the day) there came out of the earth 
in ſeveral places thouſands of white inſects, 
in ſhape ſomewhat reſembling ants. Some 
of theſe were about half an inch long, and 
bad each of them four wings, with which 
they ſoon began to fly about, and ſwarm 
round each other in the air like ephemeræ, 
though they were not obſerved to copu- 


late. When caught, their wings _ off 
r 


remarkably eaſily, eſpecially if they were not 
taken the greateſt care of. Their bodies 
were milk-white, and extremely ſoft, ſo that 
one could eaſily ſqueeze a white liquor out 
of them. During this, I likewiſe ſaw thou- 
ſands of ſmaller inſects or ants, but with- 
out wings, making their way out of the holes 
the former had juſt made in the earth. Theſe 
ſeemed very eaſily enraged, and were apt to 
bite; the heads were likewiſe larger in pro- 
portion, and their jaws were more pointed 
and ſharper than thole of the former. I col- 
lected a ſufficient quantity of both ſorts, in 
order to preſent them to my entomological 
friends, and particularly the largeſt of them 
to Baron DE GE, who has adopted them, 
in Tom, VII. of his Memoirs, p. 47. Plate 
XXXVIII. Fig. 1—4. by the name 7ermes 

Ce2 Capenſe. 


387 
1775. 


Novemb. 


—̃ — 


A” Þ 2 


* * — — 
Z de 0 Mr pen : * 


i - v7 
1 
gp 
"$74 
* $ 
alt * 
| i 
7 
* E 
1 7 
s * 
p 4 
1 % 
1 
1 
8 
EIN 
* 
+ 
2 
vo +» 
„ 
3% 
FEA £ 
* 
1 
K 2 
„ 
. 3 
} a 
' FS | 
1 
11 
$? 
+ 1 
+»: 
# . 
* 
- 
* 
27 
1 
, Fg 
i bf 
7 
19 
5 
3 
1 
- FY 4 
8 
= 37 
4.8437 
I "$44 
Fj? , 
=o) ot; 
* \ 
Wu © 5%) 
z4 * ol 
15 
EI. 1 
W* Ta 
4 
bs % 5 
1 
3723 © 3& 
k 17 
. 4 
7 f 
05! 
77 
* 
1 


* 
* * . * K yy ” 1 * 4 = wi ju 
q = 4 It \ a * o . 4 4 * * — & we a Wo ns A + rn — 23 b 
ona =o. pg = tht et: "ID * wwe ores 9 r 5 0 . 
K A , = < 6 Ba" A . pn reg l __ - = r . ee — E 
Ro * F == - 2 . . 5 0 I * 


F 'n- 
e 


— *. aa” 7” Iv 4" ph = = Au uns, — 
a . © : & * N —_— — * - - * * en, 2 = £ A 7 7 » Pe” — — 
N ons Sotogs” ** REPS" "00 1 ö * 22 — . N — C 4 * — 1 2 — * * & "4 At 
3 2 — x 2 & r s £ ä * 2 — — 2 * 
1 * — * 


388 
1775. 


A VOYAGE rTo THE 
Capenſe. This illuſtrious author has the 


ovemd. greater reaſon to call them by the name of 


termes, as he himſelf, as well as Mr. FRisn, 
has diſcovered a termes . the rudiments 


of wings. 


It was at the diſtance of a mile and a half 


from the farm, on rather a woody ſpot, that 


I diſcovered the termes Capenſe, and obſerved 
them piercing the ground in ſeveral places, 
and with great impatience making their way 
through the ſurface. As I was at that time 
taken up in attending my Hottentot patients, 
the greater part of theſe animals diſappeared 
by the next morning, when I got back to the 
place of their transformation; ſo that I could 
make no farther obſervation on the ceconom 
of theſe inſects, which, in all probability, is high- 
ly wonderful. Neither can I ſay with any 
certainty, whether this fermes Capenſis be the 
ſame ſpecies with the white ants, (as they are 
called) which build and inhabit thoſe dark- 
grey hillocks of carth from three to four feet 


high, which I mentioned before, that the fu- 


gitive Boſhies-men in Lange-kloof frequently 
explored to no manner of purpole : for ſeve- 
ral times, when I had an opportunity, or gave 
myſelf time to break into them, (and that not 
without ſome trouble) in order to examine 
them, I had the mortification to find the birds 
fled. But in the ant-hills or clumps of earth 
of about a foot high, which I explored on the 
mountains in Þa//e-bay, I found a grey-colour- 
ed kind of termes, or, as it 1s there called, 
piſmire, ſomewhat different from the white un- 
winged ones deſcribed above: but this was 


loſt 


CAPE ox GOOD HOPE. 


loſt in my collection while I was abſent on my 
voyage round the world, ſo that I cannot with 
any preciſion determine to what ſpecies it be- 
longed. The ſame diſagreeable accident hap- 
pened to me with reſpect to another very di- 
minutive ſpecies of termes, or white ant, which 
I got a ſight of twice in the road between Bo- 


ſhies-mans-rivier and Viſch-rivier. This termes 


was not greater than our fermes pulſatorium, 
or death-watch ; and, as well as I can remem- 
ber, was very like the white ant of the Eaſt- 
Indies, or the fermes fatale. Contrary to all 
expeQation, theſe made their way out of the 
hard ground, coming to be our gueſts in con- 
ſiderable numbers, whenever we happened to 
ſet our butter-tub, or any thing fat or greas 
ſy belonging to our provender-cheſt on the 
ground. 


The winged ants firſt mentioned (termes Ca- 
penſe) my hoſt had ſeen in a much greater 
quantity ; he likewiſe informed me, that the 
Boſhies-men and other Hottentots, who were 
obliged to ſeek their own food themſelves, 
ſoon grew fat and in good condition by eating 
theſe inſets. For this purpole, they were 
ſaid ſometimes to boil them in their earthen 
veſſels, in the manner they uſually did graſ- 
hoppers; and at other times to eat them raw, 
as I at that moment ſaw my hoſt's Hottentots 
do with reſpect to ſome few which flew, or ra- 
ther were driven by the wind into their mal- 
ter's grounds ; where the people being then 
buſy in getting in their corn, neither could, 
nor, indeed, as they had plenty of other food, 
did they need to ſpend their time 'in catching 

theſe 
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1775. theſe inſets. As my hoſt's only ſon likewiſe 


Novemb. talted one of theſe winged ants, I was induc- 


ed to follow his example. It ſeemed to me 
merely to feel cold in the mouth, without any 
particular taſte ; though with greens it would, 


probably, make as good a diſh as ſeago, or 


crabs, thoſe ſcorpion-like inſects, which we 
have accuſtomed ourſelves to eat in Europe. 
In one part of Carniolia near the Danube, 
where they are uſed to collect ephemera by the 
cart-load for the purpoſe of manuring their 
land, an inſect-eating race like the Hotten- 
tots would, doubtleſs make as good a feaſt 
upon them, as they do in Africa upon ants 
and locuſts. Whether the moſt miſchiey- 
ous ſpecies of Yfermes, the termes fatale, 
Syit. Nat. or, as they are called, the white 
ants of the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, whether 
theſe naturally inhabit the Cape, I cannot 
determine with any degree of certainty ; 


though it has been often aſſerted, that the 


white ants ſometimes come thither with the 
Eaſt-India ſhips, and neſtle themſelves in 
there for ſome time. Mr. IMmELMan's pa- 
rents told me, that a brick floor, laid upon 
the bare earth in the lower part of the houſe, 
ſunk all at once to the extent of about four 
feet ſquare and two feet deep: and it was 
found, that this unexpected mine proceeded 
from fome white ants, which had made their 
neſts beneath the flooring, and from thence 
likewiſe had begun to form avenues to the pan- 
try. However, they deſtroyed at once the 
whole colony of theſe unwelcome gueſts, by 
pouring boiling water upon them. Other- 
wile people are wont, according to the ac- 

counts 
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counts I have received from thoſe who have 
been in the Eaſt- Indies, to drive away theſe 
inſe&s with petroleum, and other ſtrong-ſcent- 
ed oils. Rotten fiſh, which are ſaid to be as 
bad as poiſon to piſmires, would likewiſe, pro- 
bably, clear the houſes of the termes. Though, 
perhaps, the ſtrongelt poiſon for theſe inſects 
is arſenic ; as a ſmall pinch of it only ſtrewed in 
any place in the vicinity of them will, accord- 
ing to M. CHaNvELON, in his Voyage to Mar- 
tinico, kill many millions of them in a few 
hours. | 


The damages cauſed by the white ants, as 
they are called, (which, however, perhaps, 
conſiſt of many different ſpecies) may be pret- 
ty well gueſſed at from what has been faid 
already. It, however, deſerves likewiſe to be 
mentioned, that merchandize to an infinite 
amount are deſtroyed yearly both in the Eaſt 
and Weſt-Indies by theſe vermin. In the ſpace 
of a few hours they are able to cat into a 
cheſt, and, as it were, cut to pieces all the 
linen, ſilk, clothes, and books in it; on which 
account, people in theſe countries are obliged 
to have their trunks and merchandize flung 
upon ropes. It is likewiſe, perhaps, capable 
of multiplying its ſpecies more than any other 
inſet; for Profeſſor LIN N Æ us very kindly 
ſhewed me a female, which he had juſt be- 
fore received from the Eaſt-Indies, and which 
was an inch and a halt long, and of an extreme 
bulk, and conſequently capable of laying mil- 
lions of eggs. 


Though 
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or ͤ ro rug 
Though I could not learn whether the 


Novemb. more noxious ſpecies of white ants are na- 


tives of the Cape or not, yet it is very well 
known, that Africa, at leaſt that part of it 
near Senegal, is peſtered with them. In fo 
ſhort a ſpace of time as between the evening 
and midnight, they have been known to form 
a vault or covered way of earth or clay, which 
they bave gone in queſt of and prepared 
themſelves, as other obſervers have remarked. 
This arched way reached from he floor of 
M. Apanson's chamber to the head of his 
bed, (fee his Voyage au Senegal.) They more- 
over not only began to cut his ſheet and 
mattreſs in pieces, but even had the im. 
pudence to fall foul on M. Aba NS ON himſelf, 
A Hottentot with a good appetite, would here 
have had a fair opportunity of putting in exe- 
cution the lex falionis *. 


The locuſts, likewiſe, ſometimes afford a 
high treat to the more unpoliſhed and re- 
mote hordes of the Hottentots; when, as 
ſometimes happens, after an interval of eight, 
ten, fifteen, or twenty years, they make their 
appearance in incredible numbers. At theſe 
times they come from the north, migrating 
to the ſouthward, and do not iufler them— 
ſelves to be impeded by any obſtacles, but 
fly boldly on, and are drowned in the ſea 
whenever they come to it. The females of 
this race of inſets, which are moſt apt to 


* In Vol. LXXI. of the Phil. Tranſ. may be ſeen a 
more circumſtantial and complete account of theſe inſects, 
by Mr. Smeathman. 


migrate, 
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migrate, and are chiefly eaten, are ſaid not to 
be able to fly; partly by reaſon of the ſhort- 
neſs of their wings, and partly on account of 
their being heavy and diſtended with eggs; 
and ſhortly after they have laid theſe in the 
ſand they are ſaid to die. It is particularly of 
theſe that the Hottentots are ſaid to make a 
brown coffee-coloured ſoup, which, at the 


ſame time, acquires from the eggs a fat and 


greaſy appearance. Several difterent people 
agreed in giving me this account, and at the 
ſame time informed me, that the Hotten- 
tots were highly rejoiced at the arrival of 
theſe locuſts, though they are ſure to deſtroy 
every bit of verdure on the ground : but the 
Hottentots make themſelves ample amends for 
this loſs, by falling foul on the animals them- 
ſelves, eating them in ſuch quantities as, in 
the ſpace of a few days, to get viſibly fatter 
and in better condition than before. My 
hoſt in particular informed me, that being 
one locuſt-year on a hunting expedition on 
the other ſide of Viſch- river, the Hottentots 
in thoſe parts explained the abundance of 
theſe inſects as proceeding from ſome great 
maſter conjuror a good way to the northward, 
having removed a ſtone from the mouth of a 
certain deep pit, out of which he had let 
looſe theſe animals, in order to be food for 
them. The intentions of nature, however, 
in the production of locuſts, is hardly an- 
ſwered, by their ſometimes ſerving to fatten a 
few Hottentots. But I over-ran too haſtily 
the very extenſive tracts compoſing the ſouth- 
ern promontory of this quarter of the globe, 
to be able to point out with any degree of 

certainty, 
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2776. certainty, any other uſes accruing from the 
ovemb. migration of the locuſts thither in ſuch great 


numbers. I will venture, however, to throw 
out a conjecture, which, at leaſt, can do no 
harm; namely, that according to all accounts, 
wherever the ſwarms of locuſts alight, the 
vegetables. are ſometimes entirely conſumed 
and deſtroyed, appearing as if they had been 
burnt up by fire. Perhaps, the uſe of theſe 
creatures is the ſame with that of fire, which 
latter is applied by the coloniſts and Hotten- 
tentots to the purpoſe of clearing their fields 
from weeds. The ground is, indeed, by this 
means, in both caſes, ſtripped quite bare ; but 
merely in order that it may ſhortly afterwards 
appear in a much more beautiful dreſs, being, 
in this caſe, decked with many kinds of an- 


nual graſſes, herbs, and ſuperb lilies, which 


had been choaked up before by ſhrubs and 
perennial plants. Theſe laſt, moreover, which, 
throughout the whole of the preceding year, 
were hard, dry, withered, and half dead, of 
a pale yellow colour, harſh, and unfit for 
fodder, have now an opportunity of ſpring- 
ing up again, ſo as to produce with their 
oung ſhoots and leaves, paſtures adorned 
with a delightful verdure for the uſe of the 
cattle and game. 


The weather in this month was warmer than 
in any of the preceding, eſpecially towards 
the concluſion of it, when we quitted Lange- 
Klo, and Rromme-rivier, and came to the plains 
by the ſea - ſide. 
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The thermometer 2 roſe at about 
eight o' clock in the morning from 65 to 70 in 
the ſhade, and in the ſhade at noon it was ſome- 
times as high as 80. 


The rainy days were the 11th, 16th, 17th, 
18th, 19th, and 26th; ſometimes with a 
ſouth-eaſt, and at other times with a ſouth. 
weſterly wind. On the remaining days, 
which were fine and free from rain, the 
north-weſt and weſt winds almoſt always pre- 
vailed. 
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